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Dramatic Critics’ Box Score 





(Key to abbreviations: SR., shows 





MID-SEASON (Jan. 6) 


O., no opinion expressed; Pct., percentage) 





SR. R. Ww. oO. Pot. 
BROWN (Post) ......... coccccccceee 50 4) 5 ee 900 
ANDERSON (Journal) @eeeseeeseceee 56 47 4 oe .839 
GABRIEL (American) eeerer eee eteces 65 46 7 2 836 
ATKINSON (Times) .ic¢.ccccccceece 55 45 9 1 818 
LOCKRIDGE (Sur) .......ccccceeeee 57 © 46 9 2. 807 
GARLANS, (World- Telegram) «sees 43 34 6 3 .791 
MANTLE (News) Cee rereesseeeeeeses 59 44 15 ee .746 
eee. CORIUTOR).. ccsccavcccscosoasoze 88 28 7 3 737 
HAMMOND (Herald-Tribune) ...... 62 36 12 4 .692 
VARIETY (Combined) ........... 64 61 3 oe 953 


(This score based on » 64 new shows) 
(Story will be found on page 45) 


reviewed; R., right; W., wrong; 








NO MORE 42ND 
ST. TICKET 
SPECS. 


Theatre ticket agencies are gra‘- 
ually deserting 42nd street, specs 
explaining the number of people 
using that thoroughfare who pay 
J muiums for seats is steadily de- 
creasing. 

Too many hot dog shops say the 
brokers. That applies especially to 
west of Broadway, a block in which 
several former legit theatres now 
operate with burlesque or have been 
virtually abandoned. Formerly it 
had more legit theatres lighted than 
any block in the theatre zone. Fa- 
vored theatre block currently is 
45th street, Broadway to Eighth 
avenue. 

Latest agency to vamp from 42nd 
street is that Tyson group which 
carried the label of ‘original Fifth 
avenue Tyson's,’ moving its quar- 
ters to a store in Radio City, the 
50th street side of the Rockefeller 
Center building. 

Only three independent agencies, 
whose busi _ ss is limited, remain. 
High rent problem has been worry- 
ing the specs. With the bulk of 
most ag>ncy business conducted by 
telephone, brokers have radically 
reduced operating e enineucneny 


Think Tough Students 
Good Legit Judges 


Wilmington, Jan. 15. 
University of Delaware students 
will get a chance to pass on new 
Plays before they hit Broadway, 
under arrangements which the Uni- 
Versity’s drama instructor, C. L. 
Kase, is reported making with New 
York producers. Plays would be 
brought here for one-night trials 
in the university's auditorium at 
Newark (Del.) Understood first 
is to be a new Noel Coward opus. 
Figured the dents are ultra 
hard-boiled as to drama, and con- 
ditions generally more adverse than | 
Possible anywhere else. 














stu 


'tentiary 


and other features. 


PRISONER SUCH A NICE 
PIANIST, HE GETS ROUTE 


Reading, Pa., Jan. 15. 

Being a piano pounder of ability 
has won Ward Beckley, a prisoner 
in the office of the Eastern Peni- 
at Philadelphia, a job as 
the chief entertainer in a private 
place of entertainment. 

The new Berks County Prison, 
near this city, sometimes referred 
to as a ‘country club’ because of 
its palatial appointments, park- 
like surroundings and lack of out- 
side walls and other jail features, 
lacked a pianist for its ‘chapel’ en- 
tertainments, which include films 


Word was sent to Philly and the 
state ordered Beckley, who has 
family ties here, sent to Reading to 
complete his term, which has six 
months to run. 


Official Nazi ‘Brand’ 
Pic Nixed by N.Y. Exhibs 


A. Man Brand,’ first of the 
Nazi films, is in New York being 
shown around to exhibs and dis- 
tribs, but no takers. 3avaria Films 
sent it over tv its New York office. 

Film is being offered to almost 
anybody, but distribs figure it’s 
not worth getting into possible 
trouble about. Exhibs, even in the 
heart of the German nabe in York- 
ville, have thumbed it on the ground 
it may bring too much attention to 
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will be ns 
to other points 


applauded the President's wife. 


[REPEAL A FACTOR: 


FINDING 175 LEVEL 


et 


Dominance Down—Will Re- 
main Important, but Must 
Prepare to Fight for Its 
Audience—Stay-at-Homes 
Lessen as Depresh Lifts— 
Phonograph Pickup — 
May Hasten Television 


SIMILAR TO FILMS 





Rumblings of a new evolution in 
radio broadcasting are being voiced 
within intra-radio_ circles. The 
thought that the peak of radio may 
have been reached and that it is 
now seeking its level is getting 
around among air men. 

Recent national trends are apt to 
hasten the easing off of the dom- 
inant radio vogue, it is felt. Repeal 
is one of the important contributory 
factors. Radio merchandisers, broad- 
casters and the downtown statis- 
ticians concede that. This is based 
on the obviousness of the increas- 
ing away-from-home attendance, as 
already forcibly reflected in every 
major key city where the smarter 
hotels and restaurants are enjoy- 
ing a gross income not experienced 
by them in years. 

Economists and statisticians are 
likening radio to pictures, which 
latter industry admits that those 
hey-hey grosses of '28 will probably 
never again be as consistently ap- 
parent as just before the bottom 
dropped out. 

Furthermore, in the co-relation of 
national economics to radio broad- 
casting, the ether form of amuse- 
ment has often been deemed a de- 
pression alternative. With loose 
money tight, the American public 
had to content itself principally 
with the ether as its chief source 


(Continued on page 34) 


Mrs. war Is 
First Lady of Land to 
Attend B’way Premiere 











RADIO ON THE DOWNBEAT 





Film Grities’ 


Box Score 





O (no opinion), 


KATE CAMERON (News) 
JOHN 8S. COHEN, JR. (Sun).... 


REGINA CREWE (American) 
BLAND JOHANESON (Mirror) 


MORDAUNT HALL (Times) 
ROSE PELSWICK (Journal) 


VARIETY (combined) 


DORIS ARDEN* (Times) 
MAE TINEE? (Tribune) 
HAZEL FLYNN (American) 
CAROL FRINK (Her-Examiner) 


ereeer 





* Ellen Keene. 
+ Frances Kurner. 





MID-SEASON (Jan. 15) 


Key to Abbreviations: PC (pictures caught), R (right), W (wrong), 
PCT. percentage), 


NEW YORK 
(This Score Based on 238 Pictures) 


eeeeeeeee 


RICHARD WATTS (Herald Trib)... 


THORNTON DELEHANTY (Post).. 
WILLIAM BOEHNEL (World-Tele) 


raatatatere 


PC. R. Ww. 0. Pct. 

129 103 26 os 798 

«+ 149 103 43 3 698 
105 73 30 2 -695 

- 188 124 54 5 672 
133 88 36 9 662 
coos 188 117 57 8 643 
174 107 61 6 614 

-- 128 78 25 25 609 
e+ 171 101 39 31 590 
woe 288 156 57 ee 719 
126 86 40 ee 683 

eos 113 74 35 3 660 
oo 109 69 31 9 633 
-- 116 73 34 9 629 
111 69 34 11 621 


CLARK RODENBACH (News)..... 





(Story will be found on page 3) 





Or, as Tin Pan Alley 
Would See It, a Song 
Plugger’s 7th Heaven 





‘Count Your Blessings,’ theme 
song of United Artists’ ‘Joe Pa- 
looka’ picture, is to also hecome the 
theme song of the Roosevelt birth- 
day ball, Jan. 30, throughout the 
country. 

Edgar A. Guest is writing special 
verses for the ‘Count Your Bless- 
ings’ song, of which he wrote the 
lyric, and some 5,000 bands have 
agreed to play it tle night of the 
multiple balls, on the air or else- 
where, in the 3,800 cities and towns 
where these will be staged. 

Proceeds of the national event 
will be presented to the President 
on the occasion of his 52nd birth- 
day, for endowment of the Warm 
Springs (Ga.) Foundation. 





their houses. - In New York so far the Waldorf, 
For the first time in the history naseneteat 3 — ot ~ gag — 
of the theatre a president's wife — — we stage suc 
Mae West Impersonator attended a Broadway premiere. Ps and eeveen somite 
+ . Mrs. Fr ; ’ ooseve = : Stage ¢ scre -omm ee 
As Bus Line Shilless 7 teens Waa es es of ’Re- has been formed with H. Wayne 
One of the transcontinental bus! Echo’ which bowed into the For- Pierson as chairman. On the na- 
lines is using a new type of pro-|rest last Wednesday (10). She was tional committee which has Henry 
motional stunt. An actress imper-|accompanied by Mrs. Frances Per- | Doherty as chairman, show | 
sonatinge Mae West will make the|kins, Secretary of Labor. business is represented by Will 
journey from New York to Holly- Audience was first aware of the | H4ys, Frank C. Walker and Will 
wood. She will be accompanied by] first lady’s presence at the second | Rosers. 
a colored maid, making the usual/act intermission when an autograph ae 
night stopovers at hotels. poet: barged in from the street, Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Imitation Mae is not required tojinvaded the box and secured Mrs. Picture stars invited to attend the 
converse with strangers nor to give} Roosevelt's signature. Mrs. Per-| President's ball in Washington Jan. | 
autographs. Salary $150 weekly, | kins then requested that they not | 30 include Bing Crosby, Gary 
job lasting three to four weeks. If|be further disturbed. Cooper, Burns and Allen, Marie 
i liked, same stunt The audience whereupon rose and | Dressler, Joe E. Brown and Marion | 





Davies. 


FOX, RKO MULL 
EASTERN PROD. 


Both Fox and RKO have dis- 
cussed plans to produce’a number 
of forthcoming pictures in the east. 
The Fox activity would be cen- 
tered at Erpl’s studio in Long is- 
while RKO would utilize 
the recently reopened Biograph 
plant in the Bronx. Fox has in 
mind two musicals and RKO may 
make six in the east. 

This would mean that New York 
looms again as a film production 
center, put in that position, accord- 
ing to executive explanation, by 
the persistent high negative costs 
in Hollywood, despite the past 
years’ clamor for pruning studio 
costs. 

The improvement in general con- 
ditions in the East and a better 
Broadway legit field have also 
helped to influence these moves. 

Reliance Pictures (United Artists) 
begins production at the Biograph 
plant the end of this month under 
Chester Erskin. 





land City, 


700 POP., 800 SEATS 


Minneapolis, Jan. 15. 
Town of 700 population, Le Roy, 
ir here, has two opposing 
than the 


inn., ne 


theatr and more seats 


two show shops 
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Calif. Cowboys Headin’ for a New 
Round-Up, Sans Frills, Dudes, Ete. 


PICTURE 

















Douglas Montgomery's Nerts About | 
The Legit; Admits He's Stage Struck 
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By CECELIA AGER 











Cheyenne, Jan. 15. DANCE TEAM TRAILER 


The cowboy has taken his last 
licking, has packed his duds and is 
looking for a new place to stop off 
and catch his breath. 

The dudes come to what's left of 
the cow country, high-tail it to a 
ranch which takes in boarders 
from $10 a day up. The ranch 
owners have discovered that there's 
money in allowing a tender- 
to walk around in a cowboy 
suit than in raising cattle, so 
they've practically all abandoned 
the practice of bettering the breed 
to cater to the wants of a lug with 
indoor tan, a good bankroll and an 
ambition to be a he-man, 

Cow Poke Squawks 
the cowboy squawks. 

have ruined his 
taken the life out 
ropes. He has to spend half his 
time showing some fat mug how 
to mounta ‘pony and after the mug 
is on his back, he has to figure a 
method of keeping him on without 
tying him. Wranglers have to 
waste a lot of their time showing 
the sappfes how to handle a rope 
and allow the visitors te wear their 
chaps and hats so that they can be 
photographed as westerners. to: 
show the kiddies when they get 
home. 

Whole thing has taken the sock 
out of being a cow man; he’s had 
to learn how to play a guitar so he 
can come in the parlor at night to 
amuse the paying guests. He has 
had to go out and learn a flock of 
rheney cowboy dirges so that. he 
can warble for their amusement. In 
fact he has to do without about 


more 


foot 


Ten- 
horses. 


of nis 


But 
derfeet 
they've 


everything but cows, and that 
hurts, 

On the Lam 
Most of the regular cowhands 


have ducked for the large ranches 
in Wyoming, Texas, Nevada and 
other cattle states where the gaff 
is too hard for the tenderfeet and 
where a steer is still a steer, 

It’s all very sad for the true-blue 
cow man who has seen his ranches 
become more and more fenced in so 
that the guests won't get lost. It 
breaks his heart to have to import 
tour and five gaited horses so that 
the boys and gals who patronize the 
ranch will ride comfortably because 
the good old lope-and-gallop cayuse 
of his is too rough on the sitting 
end. 


Barthelmess’ Cuffo 
Pic for WB in March 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 





Extra picture for Richard Bar- 
thelmess at Warners which he 


agreed to do instead of taking a 
salary cut last fall will be ‘One 
Woman Man,’ prizefight yarn by 
Gene Towne and Graham Baker. 

Alan Crosland will direct, starting 
in March. 





Par Sending Bradley and Jerome 
Around Ahead of ‘Bolero’ 





Paramount is sending Bradley 
and Jerome, mixed dancing team, 
out for engagements in the Publix 
houses as a sort of living advance 
trailer on the ‘Bolero’ picture. 

Team performed this number in 
the film. Jack Dailey, of the Para- 
mount studio publicity staff, is east 
to handle the tour. 


‘OUR GANG’ GROWS UP; 
ONLY TWO ‘VETS’ LEFT 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
All of the kid members of the 
Hal Roach ‘Our Gang’ with the ex- 
ception of two, Spanky McFarland 
and Stymie Beard, have grown out 
of their parts and have been given: 
the: boot. 
First of the new slate of gangies 
starts Monday (22) with the two 
veterans only cast. In the mean- 
time five or six other youngsters! 
will be picked for parts. 
With Robert McGowan resigned 
from Roach, Gus Meins takes his 
meg as permanent director of the 
kid comics, 


John Goodrich Decries - 
Academy; Then Resigns 














Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Accusing his brother Academi- 
cians of ‘petty politics,’ John Fish 
Goodrich, writer, long an Acad stal- 


wart, resigned in a statement to 
J. Theodore Reed, Acad prexy, 
Jan. 9. 


‘The recent action of the Acad- 
emy following the Guild’s (Writers’ 
Guild) appointment of a nominat- 
ing committee to submit names for 
selection by Mr. Rosenblatt,’ Good- 
rich says,‘ has completely wrecked 
any possible chance of peace be- 
tween the two organizations. I 
fail to see any motive behind this 
untimely act other than that of 
petty politics.’ 

Goodrich goes on to say that the 
picture industry has chosen a time 
of national stress in which to air 
its own dirty linen and throw into 
the national administration’s lap 
the intra-industrial problems it has 
been unable to solve itself. 
Winifred Dunn also resigned. 





McEvoy’s Chores 





Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
J. P. McEvoy, who joined the 
Paramount writing staff last week, 
is working on the screen play of 
‘You’re Telling Me’ with Paul Jones 
and Walter De Leon, 
Company is rushing the yarn for 





Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Warners has decided to shoot the 














works with a heavy exploitation 

campaign on the filmusiker ‘Fash- 

fons of 1934’, 

a 
ee oe wisededtes~ 46° 
Burlesque .icccccsccosees 65 |] 
Chatter , s0600a0e0s case | 
Editorial ..... 0b 0eendoe 44 
Exploitation crater 19 
Bem FOVIOWs .ccsccotcas 15 
yo eoe-receets-13 |} 
House Reviews .....ccces 17 |; 
Inside—Legit ...... ceeeee 44 
Inside—Music ..... coesee 38 |} 
Inside—Pictures. ...ssceee 44 || 
Inside—Radio ...ceseoeee 38 |! 
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Letter List *eeeeev eee ee eee 54 i 
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Radio Reports. ...cceseress 33 
Talking Shorts ...sceceees 15 
Vaudeville ...ccccceccdeces 41- 42 | 
ne Peer rere 50 || 
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W. Cc. Fields. After finishing that 
assignment McEvoy will prepare an 
original for Paramount. 





Honeymoon Tune-Out 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 
Warners replaced Ricardo Cortez 
in ‘Hit Me Again’ with Lyle Talbot 
in order that he could make a hon- 
eymoon trip with his bride, Chris- 
tine Lee. 


‘SAILINGS 


Jan. 27 (Hongkong to San Fran- 
cisco), Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Loew, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Vogel (President 
Coolidge). 

Jan. 22 (Manila to Hongkong), 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Loew, Mr. and 
Mrs, Joe Vogel (Empress of Japan). 

Jan. 20 (New York to Monte 
Carlo), Vivian Fay (Rex). 

Jan. 17 (London to New York) 
Harry Wilcoxon (Mauretania). 

Jan. 15 (Los Angeles to New 
York), Jesse L. Lasky, Al Kaufman 
(Pennsylvania). 

Jan. 13 (New 
Laurence Jills, 





York to Paris) 
Mary McCormic, 
Carlo Bavetta, Col. Leslie R. 
Naftzger, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Three Diamonds (lle de France). 

Jan. 13 (New York to London) 
Ambrose S. Dowling, Phil Reisman 
(Conti de Savoia). 

Jan. 11 (New York to London), 
Walter Hutchinson, Ethel Barry- 
more (Aquitania). 








WILL MAHONEY 


Week January. 12, Chicago The-. 
atre, Chicago 

Charles Gentry of the Detroit 

Evening Times said:—‘“The one and 

only Will Mahoney has committed 


another’ crime. The inimitable 
dancing clown has stolen another 
show from two other groups that 
appear on the same bill with him.” 
All communications Direct to 

WILL MAHONEY 

460 80th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 


MARY PICKFORD MAY 
DO ONE PIC FOR PAR 


Mary Pickford may end up her 
stage dates.for Paramount by doing 








a picture for the company, the first 
on the outside since she and several 
others stepped out on their own te 
form United Artists. 


While there is no confirmation of 
definite plans for a Pickford pic- 
ture for Par, it may be the personal 
idea of Adolph Zukor who himself 
has supervised the Publix stage 
bookings for the star. Zukor left 


for the Coast last week. 


Miss Pickford’s last picture was 
‘Secrets,’ released by UA, of which 
she’s an owner-member. 





Extras Boom 





Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Despite arguments over wages 
and hours under the code, extras 
had little trouble finding work last 
week. Central Casting called 4,191 
of the mob. 

Last Monday (8) was the cheeri- 
est, as 740 had _ jobs. Metro's 
‘Viva Villa’ with 150 and Warners’ 
‘Upperworld’ with a like number 
had the biggest mob scenes. 


Sherman’s ‘Bank’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Lowell Sherman has been spotted 
to direct ‘Left Bank,’ the Elmer 
Rice play, following completion of 
‘Elizabeth and Mary,’ which he di- 
rects and plays male topper. 
Studio wants Rice to come to the 
coast for adaptation. 








U RENEWING ARMETTA 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 
Universal is closing Henry Ar- 
metta for six Warren Doan come- 
dies. 
Armetta just finished one series 
of six. 


Par Options 3 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Options on contracts of Charlie 
Ruggles, Sir Guy Standing and 
Mitchell Leisen have been lifted by 
Paramount. 

Ruggles does ‘Melody in Spring’ 
next, Sir Guy Standing will get a 
featured spot in ‘Double Doors,’ and 
Leisen will direct ‘Murder at the 
Vanities.. 


BEECROFT’S FLORIDA 
STUDIO TRY AGAIN 








St. Petersburg, Jan. 15. 
Despite his experience in Tampa, 
Ciester Beecroft is going to con- 
tinue his efforts to put Florida back 
on the picture map. He has taken 
the Sun Haven studios on Weedon’s 
Island, about 900 acres of land, and 
will try to interest other producers 
as well as doing some releases on 
his own. 

Two years ago he returned to 
Florida to open the Beecroft-Fro- 
rida studios at Tampa. Among his 
other assets was an option on the 
services of Mae West and a script 
of ‘Diamond Lil,’ ready for produc- 
tion. This was to have been his ace 
in the hole, and it is quite possible 
that she might have brought not 
only the money, but real advertising 
for the Tampa lot. However, the 
Tampa capitalists backing the ven- 
ture were afraid to take a chance, 
and she went to Paramount. Bee- 
croft made some product but the 
venture got off on the wrong foot. 
The Tampa studios will be opened 
in about a month to outside pro- 
ducers, but Beecroft will do his own 
directing at St. Petersburg. 

It is not more than 20 years ago 
that Kalem and Lubin maintained 
permanent studios in Jacksonville, 
with Edison often working on the 
fair grounds in West Jacksonville, 
and from three to a dozen minor 
outfits making occasional visits. 
With the dissolution of the Motion 
Pictures Patents Co., and the de- 
mand for western pictures, which 
could be easier produced on the 
west coast, Florida fell off. 





-——— 


John Gilberts Split 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
John Gilbert and his wife, Vir- 
ginia Bruce, separated yesterday 
(14) with Mrs. Gilbert moving to 
the home of her parents in Toluca 





Lake. She took their infant child 
along. Couple let it be known they 


could not agree. 
They were married less than two 


years ago. 


Krasna’s U Tilt 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Norma Krasna has been given a 
four-week contract by Universal to 
seript ‘Practical Joker’ for Stanley 
Bergerman. Story is by William 
Anthony McGuire. 
Under the U deal, Krasna earns 
$1,000 a week. His Columbia salary 
while on loan to Metro was $300. 














Palm Springs Beginning to Look 
Like Back Lot of Any Pic Studio 





Palm Springs, Cal., Jan. 15. 
The motion picture influence has 
hit this burg so hard that the charm 
of the desert settlement is about 


ready to take the count. Once fa- 
mous for its quiet and western at- 
mosphere, the main stem, and that’s 
all there is to the town, is begin- 
ning to look like the back lot of 
any studio. 

Buildings now under construction 
are all getting the modern treatment 
with the architecture looking much 
like the stuff the architects are try- 
ing to foist on to an unsuspecting, 
but somewhat bewildered public. 

Anything that looks screwy and 
isn’t familiar is either an apart- 
ment or hotel. Class haberdashery 
and women’s wear shops from all 
over California are battling for good 
locations on the main stem, Those 





located in the Desert Inn and El 
Mirador properties are so exclusive 
that no prices are displdyed, and 
that’s the sure tip-off on a resort 
going high hat. 

Imported and high-priced domes- 
tic cars are lying all over the town. 
People who used to be satisfied to 
come here for a rest now come to 
play roulette, bandmington, talk 
business and do most anything but 
take it easy. It’s so tough keeping 
up the pace in the dayfime that 
everyone coming here has to crawl] 
to bed around 10 p. m. 

The old order has changed. In- 
stead of a place of quiet and charm, 
it’s now high prices and conversa- 
tion with the picture mob getting 
most of the blame. Even in their 
slacks and shorts they’re still pic- 
tures with all the studio atmosphere 





hanging on to them. 





Nobody’s going to get anywhere 
calling. Douglas Montgomery stagee 
struck. Because he says it of hime 
self first. Yes, he’s stage-struck, 
has been like that ever since he 
was a little child and his mother 
used to take him to see suitable 
Plays as performed by the road 
companies that hit Los Angeles. 

He resolved then that he’d be on 
Broadway himself before he was 18. 
Whereupon at 17 he was playing the 
juvenile lead in ‘Crime.’ 

Today Montgomery is 24, and he 
looks back upon a shattered career. 
A career that was going along just 
as he had planned it—until talking 
pictures had to bust in. Sometimes 
he almost wishes talking pictures 
had never been invented, they've 
interfered with his purpose so. 

It’s a trite thing to say, savs 
Montgomery, but he believes if you 
want a thing badly enough, you get 
it. Well, he wanted to get ahead 
in the theatre, he was getting what 
he wanted—just as talking pictures 
came along. Suddenly the theatre 
he revered became secondary to 
Hollywood. The stage was shaken 
to its very foundations, and there 
was Montgomery with a singleness 
of purpose—and practically nothing 
to be purposeful about. 

It’s left him very confused. He 
is still trying to adjust himself, to 
guard the pure flame of his idealism 
about the theatre while he warms 
himself under the are lights of the 
studio. Now he’s both stage-struck 
and heedful of the money from 
Hollywood. ‘Like burning your cake 
at both ends,’ he explained whims- 
ically, with a bit of art—cannot— 
serve—two—masters thrown in. 

How Pix Contributes 

And yet he is grateful to pictures 
for teaching him poise, for giving 
him the ability to relax. On the 
stage, he says, he has a knack of 
hitting things, of making things 
matter—but that goes with a cere 
tain tautness, an inner intensity exe 
pressed in an outward tenseness, 
sometimes too much of it. He ought 
to throw things away a little more 
on the stage; He does, in pictures. 
The mechanics of picture making, 
the necessity of reaching definite 
chalk marks while apparently aime 
lessly wandering through a room, 
the lights, the electricians, the as- 
sistants, the hush—all these dise 
tractions to overcome, insure poise. 
‘Each take is an exercise in relaxa- 
tion,’ he says. ‘And pictures know 
how to make the most of your looks 
and type, too.’ 

But on the other hand, a stage 
actor loses his ability to project in 
pictures. Accustomed by picture 
work to register only for the nearby 
camera, he returns to the stage and 
finds he’s working to the first few 
rows. He must go through a process 
of readjustment each time he 
changes mediums. 

Montgomery changes mediums so 
often because he still can’t bear to 
tear himself away from his first 
love, the stage; and because of this 
he won’t sign a long term contract 
with options. Why should he sign 
a contract? he asks. It costs them 
nothing, those options, and it may 
tie him up at just the time he finds 
a part he likes in a stage play. 

Back in the New York of his boy- 
hood dreams, finding his adored 
theatre gloriously reborn, sort of 
makes Montgomery more stage- 
struck than ever. Despite his suce 
cess in ‘Little Women,’ which he 
says is so tender and sensitive be- 
cause it was made in an atmosphere 
of hearty ribaldry, despite the good 
tidings he hears about his last, 
‘Eight Girls in a Boat,’ Montgomery 
is eagerly reading stage plays. 

‘An actor’s life is happiest in New 
York,’ he contends ‘The stage is the 
best indoor sport in the world.’ 


Columbo in Lead 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
‘Bachelor Wife,’ an orig by Harry 
Segall for Universal will have Russ 
Colombo for the male lead. Studio 
is trying to borrow Diana Wynyard 
from Metro for the femme topper. 
Eddie Buzzell will direct. 








Lebedeff in Show 
Ivan Lebedeff will probably be in 
the Al Woods show, ‘The Lady De- 
clines,’ by Sam Shipman and John 


B. Hymer. 
Lebedeff is off his Radi» cone 
tract and has been east on vae 


* cash, 
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Film Critics’ Box Score 


VARIETY’S box score on cinematic 
eommentators passed the mid-sea- 
gon mark as of Jan. 15 with the 
leaders in New York and Chicago 
unchi.nged, but several minor ups 
and downs among the nine Man- 
hattan and five Chicago reviewers 
who are tabulated. Kate Cameron 
(..-we) in retaining her leadership 
of the New York group does so by 
the remarkable margin of 100 points 
over the nearest of her contempo- 
raries. 

Only two reviewers of the 14 in 
woth cities are innocent of no opin- 
fons. As heretofore, VARIETY charges 
up a no opinion when the reviewer 
dves not give a clear-cut expression 
on the quality or rating of a pic- 
ture. In some instances a review 
contains contradictory statements. 
Unless special circumstances are 
deemed applicable, this is taken as 
a straddle. No opinions, of course, 
have the same result as a wrong in 
the arithmetic of a box score. 

One New York reviewer in cov- 
ering a motion picture on New 
Year’s Day confessed himself reluc- 
tant to start the New Year with a 
pan and then declared he would 
dwell exclusively upon the good 
points of the picture under consid- 
eration. Although containing a hint 
that the reviewer’s praise was ac- 
tuated by sentiment rather than ad- 
miration, this was interpreted as a 


no opinion. 
Hall-Pelswick Trail 
Rose Pelswick (Journal) and 


Mordaunt Hall (Times) continue to 
indulge in reviews containing no re- 
sponsible estimate of the picture’s 
merits. 

Notable fluctuations in the num- 
ber of films reviewed as between 
the various reviewers is due to the 
different departmental set-ups mak- 
ing assistants available. Margaret 
Tazelaar (Herald Tribune) is very 
active as a substitute for Richard 
Watts, but Variety no longer at- 
tempts to rate assistants because of 
obvious difficulties. 

Since Oct. 15, when the last tabu- 
lation was compiled, Regina Crewe 
(American) dropped from second to 
fourth niche. With 183 reports 
turned in she remains the busiest 
of the Manhattan screen-scrutiniz- 
ers. Present compilation is based on 
238 pictures, the number caught by 
VaARIETY’S own reviewing staff. In- 
ecidentally, that combined staff aver- 
age is only .719, which is, however, 
only five points under VARIETY’s 
October score of .724. 

In Chicago Mae Tinee of the Trib- 
une upped from last to second place 
fim a race marked by narrow mar- 
gins of difference. Only 62 points 
separates the Chicago leader from 
the Chicago also-ran. This com- 
pares to a span of 200 points from 
top to bottom on the Manhattan 
ladder. 

Most of the changes in rating are 
transpositions. Thus Bland Johane- 
son (Mirror), who led Thornton 
Delehanty (Post), now follows him. 
And Mordaunt Hall steps up out of 
his lease on the cellar and Miss 
Pelswick slips back one notch to 
trail the field. 

It is again to be noted that both 
Doris Arden of the Chicago Times 
and Kate Cameron of the New York 
News use a star-symbol for rating 
pictures. This method appears to 
keep reviewers from getting too 
theoretical and highbrow and down 
to the question of giving the public 
a simple verdict. 





Gillham Returning 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Robert Gillham, Paramount pub- 
Hicity head, leaves for New York 
Wednesday (17). Has arranged 
with Bill Pine to divide his time 
between studio and home office, fill- 
ing John C. Flinn’s post in New 
York. 

Tom 
f@uties 


Bailey will handle Pine’s 


in the east. 





Arno’s ‘Dressing’ 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 
Arno is at Paramount as 
advisor on ‘We're Not 


Peter 
technical 
Dressing.’ 

Picture will 
W. C. Fields, 


top spots. 


have Bing Crosby, 
Burns and Allen in 


+ 








Confession 





Xnowing J. P. McEvoy had 
made several trips to Russia 
and so far hadn't written a 
word about his experiences, a 
Paramount producer asked 
him what about knocking out 
an original and cashing in on 
the current Russian craze. 

‘Can't,’ cracked Mac. ‘Take 
me three years to organize my 
ignorance.’ 


SCREEN GUILD’S BALL 
NETS ACTORS $7,500 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Screen Actors’ Guild placed about 
$7,500 in its war chest as a result 
of the dinner dance and ball held 
at the Hotel Biltmore Saturday 
(13). About 1,000 attended, paying 
$13.25 a head. 

Eddie Cantor, head of the organ- 
ization, made the customers wel- 
come over the telephone wires from 
New York, with Dick Powell func- 
tioning as m. c. He jumped in to 
replace Rudy Vallee, who hopped a 
train for the east during the eve- 
ning to avoid being served with 
papers summoning him to appear in 
the Domestic Relations Court on 
Monday (15). 

Affair consisted of a _ specialty 
show and grand march, led by 
Adolph Menjou and Ann Harding. 


3D TIME METRO NIXES 
PLAYER LOAN TO PAR 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Unable to obtain the loan of 
Charles Butterworth from Metro, 
Paramount procured Leon Errol for 
‘We're Not Dressing.’ 

This is the third time within two 
weeks that proposed loans from 
Metro to Par have blown up, ear- 
lier failures being efforts to borrow 
Karen Morely and Mae Clark. 























H’wood Exports Props 
For English Charity 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Cinematograph Trade Benevolent 
Fund, London film charity, is seek- 
ing the help of Hollywood studios to 
get funds for aiding needy British 
picture people. 

Fund has sent requests here for 
autographed photographs, small 
props and bits of wardrobe for auc- 
tioning off. 








Wampas Officers 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Sam W. B. Cohn has withdrawn 
his name from the Wampas! list on 
which he was named with Phil 
Gersdorf for president. Andy Her- 
vey followed by taking his name 
from the v.p. liSting. 

Other nominations made, and so 
far sticking, are: Eddie Eckels, J. 
LeRoy Johnston and Carlisle Jones, 
v.p.; Wilson Heller and Milton 
Howe, sec.; Perry Lieber and John 
Miles, treas.; Bert Dorris and Frank 
Pope, sergeant-at-arms, and the 
following directors: Harry Brand, 
Dave Epstein, Dick Hunt, Barrett 
Kiesling, Norman Manning, Herbert 
Moulton, Thornton Sergeant, Max- 
well Shane, Paul Snell, Joe Sher- 
man, Ed Thomas and Hubert 
Voight. 
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Asther Abroad, Mebbe 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 


Nils Asther will likely accept a 
one pictur offer abroad, having 
had bids from British, French and 
Russian producers during the past 


two weeks, 
Asther starts the second of 
pictures for Radio this week, 


three 
fig- 


uring to hop abroad for the one and | 
|landed a short 


te 


returning here in April to complet 


his commitment at Radio 


CAM WOOD HAS 
IDEAS ABOUT IT 


Old Metro Director Favors 
Intensive Preparatory 
School System First— 
Then Sock ’Em Over 
Pronto in a Big Picture 








PIX IN A TUFF SPOT 





Hollywood, Jan. 15. 


‘Present method of selecting new 
talent for pictures is all wet. 
There isn't a studio in the business 
that couldn’t use new faces, but 
something happens between the 
time the embryo stars reach the 
studios and the time they get on 
the screen. Main trouble is that 
studios want to rush them on the 
screen before they are equipped to 
stand the gaff.’ That’s the theory 
of Sam Wood, veteran Metro di- 
rector, and one of the foremost de- 
velopers of young talent in Holly- 
wood. 

‘It’s a kick for me to develop a 
new player. Some of the other boys 
don’t want to bother with them, and 
I don’t blame a director for not 
wanting to take a chance. It’s a lot 
of grief, and if he does make some- 
thing out of the player he gets no 
credit other than personal satis- 
faction. But I like to fool around 
with young players just like some 
people enjoy spinach. 

‘To me the idea of building up a 
young player through playing bits 
for six months is all wet. Public 
get used to them, and so do the 
people around the studio, Result 
is that familiarity breeds contempt, 
and the player usually gets no- 
where. Best method is to give 
them their schooling off the screen, 
then sock them over in a good part 
with buildup publicity. Johnny 
Mack Brown, Andy Devine, Robert 
Montgomery, Anita Page and others 
went right into big parts without 
previous screen breaks, Joel Mc- 
Crea fooled around Metro for six 
months and was finally dropped. 
It took Radio two years to develop 
him, and he could have been put 
over in one picture had he received 
the proper training. 

No Interest 


‘Despite the eternal cry of new 
faces, you’d be surprised at the lack 
of interest the studios show in de- 
velopment of talent. You hear a 
great deal about what's being done, 
but little really happens. Young- 
sters are kicked around the lots 
with little consideration as to what 
happens to them.’ 

According to Wood, there's a def- 
inite lack of sympathy in the de- 
velopment of talent. Little is done 
to prepare the youngsters either 
physically or mentally for the 
screen. Usually they are given a 
short course of instruction in 
reading, and assigned to a part in 
a picture which means little. 

Metro, more than any other 
studio, is working hard with young- 
sters through Oliver Hinsdell in 
charge of the school -iinsdell 
works with them for months before 
they get a picture break. However, 
directors and supervisors are none 
too keen to give the youngsters a 
chance after they have had their 
schooling. 

With pictures in a tough spot due 
to the lack of new personalities and 
faces, Wood claims that more at- 
tention should be paid to the build- 
ing of talent at the studios and less 
to cross-country tours by minor 
execs who make screen tests of 
everyone and anyone, ship ther 
back to the studios where none 
looks at them because most tests 
made away from Hollywood are 
terrible and give no idea of how 
the player looks or acts. 





SKATED INTO H’WOOD 





Roller skating comic, Paul Gerrits, 
of ‘Murder at Vanities’ (Legit) has | 
term Par contract 
Goes west within two months. 


. 





Weighty Problem 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Mae West wants Paramount 
to use George Raft in her sup- 
port as the male lead for ‘It 
Ain't No Sin.’ Mae feels she’s 
entitled to have Raft because 
she supported him in ‘Night 
After Night.’ 

Raft has asked for time out 
to think. Figures he’s a star 
now and must watch his 
spottings. 


LOEWS AND VOGELS 
HEADING BACK HOME 


Manila, Jan. 15. 
Arthur Loew arrived here this 
morning from Indo-China on his 
round-the-world trip and announced 


that he would immediately start 
back home. Had previously in- 
tended spending the months of 
February and March in a trip 
through all of China, Japan, India 
and on into Europe. He’s catching 
a boat in Shanghai on Jan. 30 in- 
stead and will be back in Holly- 
wood Feb. 14, and in New York two 
days later. 

Loew, with Mrs. Loew, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Vogel, went to the Far 
East primarily to start Metro the- 
atre operations in Australia. That 
accomplished they had _ intended 
going through the Far East to- 
gether. Found travel too difficult 
and slow, however, so, with his 
primary object accomplished any- 
way, is anxious to get back. 

Party will sail from here Jan, 22 
for Hongkong where they connect 
with a boat for Shanghai and then 
on to San Francisco. 


MARXES MARK TIME 


Legit-Radio Prospects Will Govern 
Their Film Making 


























The Marx Bros. are marking 
time in the east pending a radio 
commercial proposition. Meantime 
Moss Hart, Robert E. Sherwood and 
Irving Berlin are mulling a mu- 
sical for Sam H. Harris*Max Gor- 
don production with the Marxes 
for next season. 

The musical depends chiefly on 
Hart and George Kaufman who 
are collabing on a non-musical, as 
is Kaufman with Morrie Ryskind 
on another non-musical, which 
gives Moss and George plenty to do 
before tackling the Marx Bros. 
script. 

Groucho Marx states that the 
radio and the legit thing will gov- 
ern the family’s film activities, al- 
though one thing is certain—they 
will not make their next picture 
for Paramount. They are still hud- 
dling with 20th Century-United 
Artists for their own unit produc- 
tion, but nothing definite yet be- 
yond that, 


Harlow, Authoress 


Hollywood, Jan. 15, 
Jean Harlow has completed an 
original novel, ‘Today Is Tonight,’ 
and has sold the mag serialization 
rights to Cosmopolitan. 








Piayer started the tome some 
time ago, finishing it during the 
past two months while she had 


been on the suspended list at Metro 
following her demand for tilt in 
contract salary from $1,500 to $3,000 
weekly. 


DOUG, JR., HOPS AGAIN 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., arrived in 
New York from the Coast Thursday 
(11) and sailed Saturday (13) on 
the Ile de France to return to Lon- 
don, between which and Hollywood 
Fairbanks plans dividing his 





young 





| Stor, 


in future. 
While out west he completed an 
issignment for RKO in 


time 


Succes: 


“ 





Par's Experience with Its Beauty 
Winners Chills on Such Contests 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 

It'll be a long time before Para- 
mount runs another beauty contest 
around the world. Company finally 
has the last of the winners of its 
last contest off its hands. Contest 
was a bigger success than antici- 
pated, six of the 30 winners were 
deemed good enough to get. regular 
Paramount contracts, but the head- 
aches will remain for a long time, 
company says. 

Fourteen winners were brought to 
the Coast by the company from 
the United States. They remained 
there 10 weeks and trouble started 
almost the first day. But all the 
trouble the company and the girls 
and boys got into during the early 
part of the visit were as nothing to 
the headaches involved on trying to 
get the winners back home. 

None of the winners wanted to go 
home. They all got that Hollywood 
bug. Gwenn Munro from Australia 
and Leo McCabe from Ireland are 
still in Hollywood, having forfeited 
their return fare, although McCabe 
goes to Warners so he is okay. 

Of the foreigns Par gave con- 
tracts to Gwennelin Gill (Scotland), 
Eldred Tidbury (South Africa) and 
Colin Tapley (New Zealand). The 
others were asked to pack. They 
didn’t wan to. Some of them had to 
be cajoled and argued with. Some 
of them had to be taken by the 
hand and put on trains and boats. 

Earlier headaches came when the 
contestants began charging things 
in hotels and resté urants, consider- 
ably exceeding budgets and allow- 
ances, 


WAMPAS STARLETS TO 
B’DCAST REGARDLESS 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Despite producer opposition to a 
commercial radio broadcast of 
Wampas baby stars last year, the 
press agent organization voted to go 
ahead with plans for an airing this 
year without any regard to pro- 
ducer opposition, which is expected. 

Wampas members claim that 
three national advertisers are in- 
terested and are willing to pay 
plenty for an hour’s program in 
which the principal feature will be 
the 13 starlets. Organization was 
forced to turn down $10,000 last 
year for a similar plan, due to the 
general protests of the producers 
who held such a broadcast would 
keep patrons out of theatres. 


Fox Sigs Mitchell-Durant 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Fox has signatured Mitchell and 
Durant to a one-year contract call- 
ing for three pictures. Team will 
be featured along with established 
stars for the marquee. Stories wil! 
be tailored to their pattern of com- 
edy. Also carries a permit for 
team to appear in two outside pro- 
ductions during that time. 

Fox brought Mitchell and Durant 
west for ‘Scandals.’ The term pact 
followed a scanning of their first 
rushes, 














From Broncos to Marines 
Is Hathaway’s Par Shift 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 

Henry Hathaway will direct 
‘Come On, Marines’ for Paramount, 
which will have Richard Arlen in 
top spot instead of Cary Grant, who 
was originally pencilled in. 

Picture is a promotion for Hath- 
away from direction of Zane Grey 
westerns for Paramount. He di- 
rected the latter for the past two 
years on the lot. 


PAR’S BRIT. IMPORT 
Paramount is bringing over an- 
other import, Harry Wilcoxon, Brit- 
ish juve, from London 
on Wednesd 


who sails 
Ly (17). 
is rushed 


to the 


. . 
Wilcoxon {fs be re, 


coast. 


: nena a ee 
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Fewer Theatres Are Lit Up Now 
Than in Jan., 33, but Almost as 


Many Seats, So That’s Deemed 0.K. 


+ 


Theatres in the U. S. have been 
disappearing at the rate of 1,000 a 
year during the past three years 
In that time the total has shrunk 
from over 20,000 to a current figure 
of around 18,400, 


After all the deadwood has been 


eliminated there remains about 
132,000 fewer chairs in places now 
classified as theatres than there 


were in January, 1933. Those same 


chairs, if filled only once a week 
with a 20c admission, mean a loss 
to the business of $1,872,800. 

A year ago there were 19,300 the- 
atres, 5,895 of which were listed as 
closed. Currently there are around 
18,375, of which 4,600 are dark. 
The difference of 930-odd houses 
is allowed by the Film Boards to 
slip into oblivion. With this method 
of mathematics in mind the Boards 
are able to extend the optimistic 
viewpoint that there are slightly 
over 1,000 theatres boasting lights 
now which were dar: last Janu- 


ary. 
Seatage, however, is the statis- 
tician’s biggest example of op- 


timism. They point to the current 
seatage totality of 11,028,000 as 
against 11,160,000 of a year ago. 
More Big Keys Open 

Reopening of many of the big 
key houses which were dark last 
January is credited for keeping up 
seats almost to their previous level. 

Statisticians calculate at least 
another 2,500 theatres should be 
subtracted from the present 4,500 
listed as closed since these are 
largely unwired and figured virtual- 
ly hopeless as entertainment cen- 
ters. In other words, filmdom real- 
ly starts out the new year with 
about 16,000 houses that can be 
classified as theatres. 


In lighted house lists. slightly 
over 65 theatres remain to carry 
the banner of silent days. A year 


ago there were approximately 250 
silent houses doing business. An- 
other few months, industry cal- 
culators are certain, the last of the 


silent policies will have suc- 
cumbed to a_ six-year siege by 
sound, 


By the same method it is figured 
there are slightly over 300 more 
sound theatres in operation today 
than the previous year, 
~ Of the total number of houses, 
light and dark, independents are 
figured to control 13,50€ of them. 
The categories of the other 5,000 
are linked with producers, through 
ownership or affiliation. 

Another surprise in the com- 
pilation, observed this year for the 
first time by the Film Boards, is 
that concerning territories through- 
out the country which possess the 
largest number of theatres. 

With about 1,346 houses the Cin- 


cinnati area, which does not in- 
clude Chicago, holds the record. 
At the same time the New York 
area, Which is second with 1,100 
theatres, tops in admission possi- 
bilities with 1,250,000 seats. The 
difference between New York and 


the Boston country is in the neigh- 
borhood of 100 theatres. 

After all of this has been waded 
through directors, without pointing 
to the Film Board chart, estimate 
that good times are here, despite 
all the figures. They maintain that 


although there are over 100,000 
fewer seats at least 425,000 more 
seats than a year ago are being 


sold in lighted houses that weren't 
a year ago, despite 33's greater 
abundance of theatres. ‘Theatres 
are down but salable seats are up. 
That’s what counts for pictures and 
orosperity is their conclusion. 


Execs Due East 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 

Al Kaufman leaves here today 
(Monday) on the 8S. S. Pennsylvania 
for a vacation trip via the canal. 
Will make stopovers at Havana and 
Miami. 

Jesse L. Lasky is on the same 
boat, going direct to New York, for 
eonfabs with Sid Kent. 

Robert Harris, eastern produc- 
tion manager of Universal here for 


confabs, accompanies Carl Laem- 
mile, Jr., east Feb. 1. 
May go to Europe with him, 





Cautious 


Before he handed in his res- 
ignation, 8S. L. Rothafel asked 
some members of his staff if 
they’d miss him were he gone. 
All assured him vociferously 
excepting one. 

Roxy wanted to know why. 

‘Well, I wouldn't be here to 
find out anyway,’ he said. 

He’s still at the Music Hall 











DISTRIB - EXHIB 
SALES MEETS 
LOCALLY 


For the purpose of mainly form- 
ing a direct contact in the field, 
now that deeentralization has 
turned bulk of buying away 
New York, major distributors may 
adopt a policy of now and then con- 
gregating in certain keys for joint 
conclaves with exhibitors. 

The meeting in Dallas during the 
past week, at which all majors 
were represented in sessions with 
local southern chains on product, 
etc., may become general. From 
the distribution side, such general 
conclaves of the majors, with each 
allotted special sessions at which 
to discuss product and plans with 
the buyers, is regarded as a de- 
parture that’s to the interest of 
both the distribs and the theatres 
they serve. 

Since decentralization, when the 
majority of film buying went back 
to the field and large chains began 
operating and booking with little 
New York contact, hore office sales 
executives have been fcvced to do 
more travelling than before. In- 
stead of each company going out 
individually to contact the field, it 
is more convenient for field buyers, 
chain execs and exhibitors to at- 
tend the joint conclaves, in getting 
complete lowdown on all product 


YORKE-REEVE SWITCH 
COAST. SPOTS FOR FOX 





from 





Charlie McCarthy, head of Fox 
publicity, is switching Gabe Yorke 
and Arch Reeve on both coasts. 
Yorke leaves this week to assume 
charge of the Fox studio publicity 
and Reeve comes into the home of- 
fice in New York in Yorke’s spot. 

Switch is for an indef period and 
puts Yorke at the helm of the only 
other aspect of the Fox organiza- 
tion which he hasn’t tackled, the 
studio. He was on the Coast two 
years ago at the helm of Fox-West 
Coast theatres, purposely sent out 
from the N. Y. Fox end for that 
purpose. It was while with Fox- 
WC that Yorke contacted the stu- 
dio end and came to W, R. Shee- 
han’s attention. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


John Blystone. 
Rudy Vallee. 
Barbara Stanwyck. 
Ray Long. 

Laura La Plante. 
Al Melnick. 

Teet Carle. 

Elmer Rice. 
Robert Gillham. 
Al. Kaufman. 
Jesse L. Lasky. 
A. J. Kobler. 
Hunter Lovelace. 
John Mott. 
William Crawford. 
John W. Considine, 


N. Y. to L. A. 


llarry Rose. 
Gabe Yorke. 
Josef Berne. 
(ar) Brisson. 











Maurice Chevalier. 


The Firsts of ’34 


First admission tax measures of 
the year were introduced Monday 
(15) in legislatures convening in 
West Virginia and Kentucky. 

They are for taxing the picture 
offices in those states five and 
respectively. 





box 


or 
LU“o, 


Studios Install 
27, Sinking Fund 
To Fight Cal. Tax 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Most of the major studios are at- 
tempting to collect 2% of a week’s 
salary from the writing, directing 
and acting staffs for a fund to de- 
feat the proposed state income tax 
legislation. 

At Metro talent received a check 
made out for the amount expected 
from each individual. All left for 
the contributor to do was fill in the 
name of the bank and the signa- 
ture. 

There’s quite a bit of opposition 
to the plan, with many refusing to 
kick through, believing that a state 
tax plan would be more equitable 
than the present sales tax, which 
it is planned would go by the board 
if the income tax is put over. 


WARNERS NIX TALK OF 
SKOURAS ST. L. POOL 


would have 
the Warners pooling their theatre 
operations in and around St. Louis; 


officially the WB end kayos such a 
plan, stating that the only way a 
prolog might be effected would be 
for Warners to take over whatever 
Skouras operates in St. Louis, 
without the Skouras Bros. included. 
All of which indicates’ that 
nothing is in sight as between 
Warners and Skouras. The Warner 
rub on the Skouras-St. Louis thing 
is two-fold. One reason is that the 
Skourases went back into St. Louis 
theatre operation despite a provi- 
sion not to do so. This matter is 
stated to be up for court disposi- 
tion. 

Another reason which would stall 
any possible affiliation between the 
Warners and Skouras, according to 
indications, is the fact that Abe 
Koplar, who not so long ago sued 
the Warners on alleged receiver- 
ship causes in connection with the 
St. Louis-Skouras situation, is in- 
terested financially as a stockholder 
in the Skouras holding in St. Louis. 
This connection between Koplar 
and Skouras is somethng the War- 
ner boys were never very happy 
about. 


FOX-HEARST WASH-UP 
ON NEWSREELER SEEN 


Looks fairly certain now that 
Fox-Hearst have washed up on the 
newsreel theatre idea, Foxites 
have approached its former rival, 
the Translux, now alone in the 
field, to book their reels. The 
Luxer, however, is hesitating for 
fear that it will not have room for 
any part of the Embassy headliner. 
Luxer has booked the cameramen 
adventure series, some of which ran 
at the Emb. 

Until this solicitation for a book- 
ing was reported the trade figured 
F-H was merely letting the Em- 
bassy stay dark until an involved 
ownership, including Loew, could 
see its way about coming down on 
| the rent. 














Although accounts 














LZukor’s Coast Quickie 


Adolph Zukor will be back from 
the Coast in 10 days or two weeks. 
He may go out later for a longer 
spell, but will not stay away from 
the home office much with reorgan- 
ization moves of Par now on. 

Bob Gillham, Par advertising 
head, and John Hammell, h. o. dis- 
| tribution executive, went out a week 





jago. Gillham may stay several 
weeks. 


Bill Pine, exploitation head at the 
tudio, reported in mind for the 
John C. Flinn post, recently vacated 
at the h. o., will remain west. Par 
is said to be considering the elimi- 
the Flinn exploitational! 
spot at the h. @ 


nation of 


directing 





A Little Late 





Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

| Though ‘Queen Christina’ is 
in its third week in New York, 
the producers’ censor commit- 
tee reviewed the picture at the 
Metro lot to decide whether 
the Hays censor heads were 
right in ordering the elimina- 
tions, 

The committee did not agree 
with the Hays viewpoint, but 
the picture remains as it is 
now being shown. 











Indies Conclude 
Theres No Money 


In States Rights 


Hollywood, Jan. 165. 
Futility of an independent pro- 
ducer’s chances to make any profit 
out of the state right market is 
shown in the dissolving of Screen- 
craft Productions, which has just 
completed a year’s program with- 
out getting a dime back above its 
negative cost. 
Al Alt and Sam Katzman, part- 
ners in Screencraft, made six fea- 
tures at $20,000 each for Showmen’s 
Pictures, New York state right ex- 
change. Claim is they have never 
received any profits from run of 
the pictures although the first, ‘His 
Private Secretary,’ was released 
over nine months ago, 
Since Alt and Katzman spent the 
full amount on their negative called 
for, they finish the year with a 
clean slate and only the principal 
on their money returned. 
Partners had an option to pro- 
duce six more for Showmen’s, but 
they let the option drop, have sep- 
arated and each is seeking a new 
affiliation. Their last picture, ‘The 
Moth,’ was shipped two weeks ago. 


Blank and Trendle 
Huddling With Par 
On Theatre Deals 


Abe Blank is in New York to talk 
things over with Paramount gen- 
erally. Among Blank’s supposed in- 
tentions while in New York is to in- 
duce Paramount to give up its 
houses in Kansas City to Blank. 
Blank at present is a Paramount 
theatre partner in Iowa and Ne- 
braska. 

George W. Trendle is another of 
Par’s partners who is visiting the 
home office, presumably having to 
do with Par putting up some money 
for the Detroit theatre situation. 


SHEEHAN SETS FOX’S 
EASTERN STORY DEPT 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 

Hunter Lovelace closed a deal 
with Winfield Sheehan today to 
succeed D. A. Doran as eastern 
story editor. John Mott, assistant 
to Julian Johnson, goes to New 
York to head the story reading de- 
partment. 

William Crawford, former assist- 
ant to John Gain, goes as biz rep, 
with Joe Pincus remaining as ialent 
scout. Mott, a Rhodes scholar at 
Oxford, was the former secretary 
to Sheehan. 











DUNNE GETS ‘WEST POINT’ 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 
has been set to work 
the Air,’ at 


Phil Dunne 
on ‘West Point of 
Metro. 

Writer recently completed work 
on ‘Flight of the Swan’ in col- 
laboration with Mrs. Jesse Lasky. 
Spotted by the Jack Gardner office. 


Marlow’s ‘Conference’ 
Hollywood, Jan, 15 
Brian Marlow has been assigned 
by Paramount to wi the screen 
play of ‘In Conference, for Charles 
ti Rogers unit 





U.S. Gov't Steps Into Code Authority 
Frictional Meet; Rules for Indies 





The U. 8S. Government for the 
first time stepped into the picture 
business as the supreme dictator 
when it stopped a battle among pice 
ture factions on the Code Authore 
ity and indicated victory for the 
independents. Under the reported 
ruling 10% eliminations from prod- 
uct booked by exhibitors is made 
retroactive to Dec. 7, 1933. 

Hopelessly outvoted, the indie 
minority put up a tenacious battle 
during considerable of the four 
hours which the Authority occupied 
in its night session last Wednesday 
(10). It was toward the end that 
the Division Administrator, with a 
power immediately above the Au- 
thority, is reported to have rendered 
a decision from the floor. 

The Government, therefore, has 
singly settled the first trade prac- 
tice matter under the code which 
has come up before the Authority, 
To strong indie leaders this estab- 
lishes an all-important precedent, 
To them also it signfies a greater 
hope under the NRA than they had 
ever anticipated. 

Following the meeting, however, 
no mention of the decision was 
made by John C, Flinn, executive 
secretary. Other than announcing 
a fev; perfunctory items, he classed 
the long session as composed of 
miscellaneous and unimportant mate 
ter 

Neither would many of the high 
codists voice an expression. One, 
from a major company, generally 
denied the presence of friction, al- 
though he conceded ‘there was too 
much talk.’ He denied there had 
been a fight, but admitted ‘differ- 
ences of opinion.’ 

Codists who engaged in general 
conversation with reporters im- 
mediately following the meeting 
were rudely interrupted by other 
codists with rebukes to ‘et Flinn 
do all of the talking.’ 

10% Eliminations 

One of the big angles about the 
10% eliminations squabble is, ace 
cording to other codists, that even 
exhibitors who may not sign the 
certificate of compliance have the 
right to the deduction providing 
they do not violate the NRA catee- 
chism for filmdom. 

3efore the third session of the 
Code. Authority was over another 
tilt is also reported. This had to 
do with the financing of the ore 
ganization. One of the major code 
ists is stated to have suggested that 
1-1-1 policy of assessment; that 
producers, distributors and exhibie 
tors bear the burden equally. Ane 
other major representative is ree 
ported to have balked at this, claime 
ing that producers and distributors 
should be regarded as one, and that 
they should make it a 50-50 propos 
sition between them and the exe 
hibitors. No headway was mada 
and that matter, along with others, 
including rules, was put over until 
the fourth session on Jan. 23. R. 
H. Cochrane will preside over this 
session, 

Subsequently exhibitor leaders 
claim several chief codists have as- 
sured them the next session of ihe 
Authority will be continuous until 
zoning and grievance boards have 
been picked. Representative cod- 
ists interviewed by Variery have 
no such information. Their under- 
standing at present is that the next 
session will be for the one day on_y. 


INDIE SALIENT CO.’S 
$250,000 PIC BUDGETS 


Hollywood, Jan. 15, 

Salient Pictures, composed of the 
three socially prominent Yale grads, 
John Curtis, Frank Look and Nick 
Luddington, is seriously going into 
picture production with plans for 
three features to cost around $250,< 
000 each. 

Salient has already made ‘Mating 
Time,’ for which Curtis and Lud- 
dington are in New York arranging 
a release. Indie company is moving 
on to the Metropolitan lot from the 
Sennett studio and expects to start 
a feature in February. 














PAR’S MARCIN OGLES U. 


Hollywood. Jan, 15. 
Max Marcin, now at Paramount 
directing ‘Kansas City or Bust,’ is 
jnegotiating with Universal to sell 
lan orig story and join the company 
jto produce and direet the pic. 
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Renewed Prosecution by Justice 


Dept. Vs. Fox-WC Mentioned in Wash. 


Washington, Jan. 15. 

Renewed prosecution of Fox-West 
Coast for anti-trust law violations 
is threatened by the Justice De- 
partment as consequence of a new 
investigation of complaints of un- 
fair trade practices by the Federal 
Trade Commission. 

Supposed evidence that F-WC 
had defied both Trade Commish 
cease-and-desist orders and consent 
decree handed down in August, 1939, 
and also has been guilty of other 
illegal practices not covered by 
either the orders or the decree, has 
been turned up in latest probe and 
passed along for NRA and Justice 
Department consideration. 

Just what will come of reopening 
of this matter is being kept a dark 
secret. Trade officials said fact that 
Justice Department concerned and 
the chain is in receivership was rea- 
son for the buck-passing. 

An independent Justice Depart- 
ment investigation, with Federal 
sleuths and the L.A. Federal Dis- 
trict Attorney at work, is actively 
under way in order to check the 
Trade Commish report. Following 
its sphinx-like policies, Justice De- 
partment said nothing will be done 
until its own probe has finished. 

Particularly shrouded in mystery 
was the matter of ‘other practices 
said to be unfair to the independent 
theatre owners’ which Trade an- 
nouncement said chain was carry- 
ing on. Implication was that this 
refers to possible code violations as 
well as offenses against anti-trust 
laws. 

Mebbe NRA, Too 

The latest probe was not prompt- 
ed by the NRA code, Trade execu- 
tives insisted, but since the film 
pact has been placed in operation 
it was decided to turn the evidence 
over to NRA for possible use in en- 
forcing the competition agreement. 

Report also was sent to the Sen- 
ate Banking committee, which re- 
cently aired Fox Film and Fox The- 
atres troubles during stock market 
inquiry, but solons indicated noth- 
ing will result from this step as the 
subjects covered by the Commish 
bear little relationship to the cw- 
rent Wall Street study. . Members 
also pointed out no more time can 
be spent on motion picture angles. 

Cease-and-desist orders which 
chain is accused of violating were 
issued in M:y, 1929, against the 
Northern California and Southern 
California units of West Coast The- 
atres, Inc., and allied companies and 
individuals controlling more than 
100 houses. Exhibitors were di- 
rected to discontinue combining and 
conspiring to prevent rental of films 
to independents. 

Beyond admitting he has seen the 
Tarde report, Divisional Adminis- 
trator Sol A. Rosenblatt would not 
talk about the matter. Nor would 
other NRA executives indicate what 
use, if any, this arm of the Govern- 
ment will make of the information 
supplied. Since no code complaints 
are involved, apparently the report 
will be filed for information only. 


Chase-GTE Up Feb. 13 


Wilmington, Jan. 15. 

Date for Chancery Court hearing 
on the proposal for Chase National 
participation in General Theatres 
Equipment reorganization changed 
from Feb. 22 to Feb. 13 at 11 a. m. 
at the County Court House, sec- 
ond floor. 

The plan, submitted by U. 5S. 
Senator Daniel O. Hastings, GTE 
receiver, would give GTE a block 
of Chase’s Fox Film A shares for 
release of GTE claims against 
Chase subsids. Chase would finance 
the reorganization and put up work- 
ing capital. 


Disney in MPPDA 


First producer of cartoons to of- 
ficially join the Hays organization 


is Walt Disney. 

‘Three Little Pigs’ did it. A pro- 
ducer must be making more money 
than tl ‘rage independent he- 


fore he can pay those Haysian dues 


oe 








‘March’ 


Indies’ 


Washington, Jan. 15. 

Allied States last week made 
its first direct move toward 
soliciting Congressional aid in 
fight against major companies 
under the NRA code. Chief 
Counsel Abe Myers protested 
to Sirovich that majors have 
cemented their domination 
under the NRA and that in- 
terests of independents have 
been entirely disregarded in 
the pact. 

Petitions to every member 
of Congress—the stunt of the 
veterans lobby—are planned 
in order to stir up enough ex- 
citement to put across either 
an investigation resolution or 
a bill calling for Federal reg- 
ulation of the industry. Siro- 
vich said indies were threat- 
ening ‘a march on Washington’ 
if their interests are not pro- 
tected. 


85 Fox Midwest 
Mors. Exchange 


House Experiment 











Kansas City, Jan. 15. 
A new and novel experiment in 


theatre management is being tried 
out this week over the Fox Midwest 
circuit. 

Some 85 managers have been as- 
signed to a different theatre, the 
idea being to give the managers a 
chance to exploit the other fellow’s 
attraction for the coming week, see 
how things are done in other cities, 
and to check each other’s method 
of house management. 

At the conclusion each guest man- 
ager will fill out a report or ques- 
tionnaire to be sent to E. C. Rohden, 
division manager. 

The questionnaire covers many 
details of operation including con- 
dition of theatre, personnel, general 
operating, quality of newspaper ad- 
vertising, lobby display, make up of 
show, suggestions as to changes in 
price or policy, discipline of audi- 
ence, etc. 





PAR’S ADVISORY COMM. 
OF 6 ON THEATRE OP. 


A National Advisory Committee 
is being set up among Par theatre 
associates for the maintenance of a 
closer contact on operation, poli- 
gies, etc., E. V. Richards, Par’s 
partner in the Saenger chain, is the 
first member. 

Other five who are to be on the 
council of six will be chosen from 
other territories in which Publix 
‘has large chain interests, from the 
southwest, Chicago, New England, 
west of Chi and Canada, 

Advisory committee idea is Ralph 
A. Kohn’s, who felt the need of 
such a council to better correlate 
activities and policies of the various 
partners under decentralization. 


Rosoff Reported Behind 
Rosen’s Anti-Hitler- Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 


Sam Rosoff, New York subway 


| builder, is reported as the financial 


Rosen on his anti- 


backer for Al 


of seeing the film through, de 
the mandate wf the Hay 


rainst it 








Hitler picture, ‘The Mad Dog of} 

Europe’. 
Rosoff is understood to 

placed a sizeable bankroll at 

| Rosen's disposition for the purpose 








OIAVIGH BILL 
BEING AEVIVED 


Congressional Attitude 
Towards Pix Different 
from Before—NRA Places 
Disfervent Aspect on It— 
Ditto the Pecora Investi- 
gation, Clarke-Chase 
Bank-Fox, et al. 


DR. LOWELL AGAIN 


Washington, Jan. 15. 

Congressional axes are being 
sharpened quietly for leaders of the 
film industry, and before the week 
is out definite moves toward 
launching a well-mapped campaign 
for Congressional scrutiny of every 
phase of the film business are 
scheduled. 

Considerable 
rough plans of leading critics of 
the industry, but VARrigeTy learns 
from responsible sources that sev- 
eral methods of turning the spot- 
light on the industry are under dis- 
cussion. There will be a probe of 
some sort, it was generally admit- 
ted in House circles. 

Renewed action on- the Sirovich 
resolution authorizing a select com- 
mittee to scan all of the industry’s 
affairs. is the most probable course 
of action—but two or three serious- 
looking trumps are being held in 
reserve while Sirovich has a dis- 
tinct ace in the hole :f his own. 

Confab of 30 to 40 members all 
steamed up over the desirability— 
and, to their minds, urgent neces- 
sity—of putting the film industry on 
the pan is slated for latter part of 
the week. Definite decision as to the 
course of action will be made by 
this group under leadership of 
Representative Sirovich, Tammany 
physician-playwright. 

Decided change in the political 
outlook indicates industry leaders 

(Continued on page 46) 


SEVERAL WANT 
ROXY CONTROL 


With the Roxy theatre bondhold- 
ers having some four or five various 
group offers for operating control of 
the Seventh avenue house, indica- 
tions are that the ultimate decision 
will be put before the Federal Court 
which has charge of the spot while 
under receivership. 

The past week has not resulted in 
any of the groups making further 
progress towards negotiating any 
deal. Each of the deals is about 
par so far as chances of closing any 
of them goes. Although like other 
deals in which A. C. Blumenthal has 
been involved the Loew firm has 
been conspicuously mentioned as an 
interested party behind the scenes, 
authoritative info is that Loew isn’t 
tied up with Blumey. 

On the other hand, that Hayden, 
Stone is involved in plans of Her- 
bert Lubin and S. L. Rothafel 
(Roxy) for control of the house, 
gives surface presumptions that 
Fox Film product will hand the 
Roxy theatre first choice of same. 
That’s through Richard Hoyt, an 
H-S principal, being mixed in with 
Lubin’s deal, and the fact that Hoyt 
holds membership on the Fox Film 
Board. 


secrecy surrounds 





Roxy to Florida 


Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) very likely 


ill depart for Florida some time 





Govt’s Film Salary 


Questionnaire 


Permits for No Evasions; Probably 


Also Utilized 


+ 





Not the First Time 





The industry's only concern 
about the NRA'’'s delving into 
its personal financial status is 
that the answers to the ques- 
tionnaires now in circulation be 
kept secret. 

This revealing salaries and 
bonuses, etc., is an old story to 


more than one picture com- 
pany. Department of Justice 
agents have time and’ again 


during the past 10 years gone 
into the inner files of the busi- 
ness. Court proceedings dur- 
ing the past five years, espe- 
cially, also have gotten many 
inside stories on the public 
record. 

The only difference between 
these and the NRA drive, it 
is observed, is that the Gov- 
ernment this time is making a 
complete job of it. 














B&K Taking Toledo in 
New Par-Balaban Deal f 





Cal. Code Mogul 
Rules Pic Pact 


Is Retroactive 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 

The motion picture code is retro- 
active to Dec. 7. 

This has been emphasized and im- 
pressed upon all studios and film 
employers through special commu- 
nication this past week from Charles 
W. Grubbs, Regional Code Compli- 
ance Director, to set at rest con- 
flicting reports and unofficial inter- 
pretations from various sources. 

Claims involving thousands of dol- 
lars, filed against at least five major 
studios to date for various code pro- 
vision violations, will be settled on 
that basis, according to Director 
Grubbs. Official statement merely 
confirms what is implicit in the 
NRA act itself, he points out. Pic- 
ture code became law for the indus- 
try on Dec. 7, and is to be consid- 
ered like any other law. 

Without leeway for further equiv- 
ocation, this edict is calculated to 
put a stop to the feeling-out proc- 
ess of several studios to see how 
far and how long they could exceed 
the specific code provisions on sal- 
ary to extras and other matters. 
Some of these violations, now be- 
fore the regional and national code 
compliance directors, were probably 
cases of honest misinterpretation, 
others as obviously deliberate eva- 
sions. 

At least one major studio against 
which complaint on extras pay has 
been filed has agreed, if it loses the 
dispute, that it will make payment 
as of Dec: 7 without further con- 
tention. Other studios named in an 
aggregate of some 75 asserted code 
violations are expected by the code 
compliance’ director to respond 
amicably in the controversies, with- 
out necessity of having the cases 
carried on to prosecution by the 
Federal Trade Commission or the 
U. S. Attorney General. 

Oe —EE 





Chi x Tan 15 


for Tax Check-up 


Washington, Jan. 15. 
Unprecedented control of motion 


picture payrolls by the Federal 
Government will be attempted as 
soon as questionnaires from 2,000 


distributors and chain 
have been received by 


producers, 
exhibitors 
the NRA. 

Soul-searching inquiries covering 
many angles which were not known 
to be under consideration were 
dropped in the mails Friday (12) 
and are expected to be returned 
within a month. Queries probably 
will mean a complete revelation of 
sacred secrets about stock owner- 
ship, nepotism and general business 
facts. 

While NRA is_ close-mouthed 
about what it will do with the re- 
ports, inside tip is that the Gov- 
ernment is intensely interested in 
the balance between total payroll 
costs and net profit or loss figures. 
If the payroll burden seems dis- 
proportionate to enlightened brain 
trusters, direct steps will be taken 
to readjust the ratio under the code. 

The wider distribution of wealth 
idea was kept clearly in mind in 
drafting the question blanks, as 
was shown by the fact that data 
is requested not only about execu- 
tives and stars but about 18 distinct 
groups of employees ranging from 
executives and directors to camera- 
men and sound technicians. Re- 
plies will show whether craftsmen 
and other professionals are getting 
a return commensurate with their 
importance. 

That President Roosevelt is de- 
termined to prevent milking of film 
properties by insiders also is ap- 
parent. A series of very pointed 
questions was included in the effort 
to show how stock is distributed, 
and what dodges may be used to 
avoid income taxes or the appar- 
ently-inevitable salary restriction. 

Question blanks furthermore will 
supply concrete facts in answer to 
complaints that many persons are 
drawing compensation who perform 
no visible services. Besides speci- 
fying the name and position of 
every individual drawing $150 or 
more a week, NRA wants the names 
of all relatives of such individuals 
who also are on the film industry 
gravy train. 

Filling in of banks will be a com- 
bination of the most onerous jobs 
of making out tax returns and ap- 
pearing before Senate inquisitors. 
Information is required about busi- 
ness for each of the past three cal- 
endar years and also about sub- 
sidiaries and affiliated corporations. 

Covers Everythng 

The NRA wants figures showing 
the total number of persons in the 
following categories and their total 
compensation for 1931, 1932 and 
1933: 

Directors; executives; supervisors; 
clerical, office and service em- 
ployees; actors and actresses; ex- 
tras; directors; musical directors 
and musicians; writers, authors and 
dramatists, both regular and part- 
time; composers, arrangers and mu- 
sic librarians; artists and sculptors, 
scenic artists and designers, cos- 
tume designers, sound engineers, 
sound technicians, cameramen, stu- 
dio mechanics, laboratory. workers 
and all others. 

The grand total of indiviials 
and total compensation for each of 


the three years is requested, with 
report on the average number of 
regular employees and their total 

| pay. 

Regarding individuals in the $159- 
a-week class, erploye) must con- 
re about positions, \ V ish 
salary rate, annual cash y, ‘all 
sther ¢ tota . 
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Labor Board Discounts Technicians 
Election Results; Says No Effect 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

With IATSE winning the election, 
under the code, to decide which or- 
ganization should do collective bar- 
gaining with the producers and 
with the Labor Board reiterating 
that the balloting cannot affect the 
troublesome jurisdictional quarrel, 
the status of sound technicians at 
the studios is further involved. 


Despite the current producer 
agreement with IBEW, the sound- 
men went ahead with their election 
with 555 out of the estimated 650 
of this craft in Hollywood casting 
ballots. Result was IATSE 448, 
IBEW, 9, American Society of Cine- 
matographers 93 and Associated 
Soundmen, an independent group, 1 

Labor fight got into a further 
mess two days before the election 
with a group meeting and sending 
out statements that they were tired 
of union domination and forming a 
separate group, independent of 
union or A. F. of L. affiliation. This 
was the group which favors a sound 
organization similar to the ASC, 
non-labor unit, which has been in 
a fracas with the IA cameramen’s 
union since the strike. 

ASC Votes Surprise 

The 93 votes cast for the ASC to 
represent the soundmen in any ne- 
gotiations with producers were a 
big surprise and manifests the move 
in certain quarters to throw out 
union domination of this craft. This 
defaleation was created on the 
Metro lot with a report that every 
sound technician from that studio 
voting, cast ballots for representa- 
tion by the ASC with which the 
new group plans to affiliate. Move 
is spreading to other lots. 

Just what the election means is 
still gueswork all around. Produc- 
ers poof at it, while IBEW officials 
say it is so much malarkey. Mean- 
while the IATSE promises to start 
something, saying it has code back- 
ing. Campbell McColloch of the 
local Regional Labor Board says the 
election was legal, although he was 
forced by the National Labor Board 
to withdraw from supervising the 
balloting following a telegram from 
Senator Wagner to lay off. 

McColloch states that the Labor 
Board has ruled that the election 
cannot affect any existing contracts 
or agreements. Just what it all 
means is currently Hollywood's 
greatest guessing game. 





ALSO THE BILLPOSTERS 


Lithographers Have Their 
NRA Say 





Amus. 





Washington, Jan. 15. 

Protesting major producers and 
amusement lithographers broke up 
the NRA code hearing on proposed 
fair-competition pact for the the- 
atrical poster exchange trade 
Wednesday (10). New code is 
being worked out by parties to dis- 
pute, 

Storm of protest was precipitated 
when George P. Aarons, counsel for 
National Poster Association, asked 
permission to make last-minute re- 
visions of the pending pact and 
proposed that the session be re- 
cessed to provide opportunity to 
work out changes. 

Plan was opposed immediately by 
Gabriel L. Hess and Edward C. 
Raftery, who denounced the code 
for a variety of reasons. Joining 
in attack was Nathan Vidaver, 
counsel for the National Amuse- 
ment Lithographers’ Association, 
who fought for proposal in the film 
code to bar poster exchanges. 

One of leading bones of conten- 
tion was the definition of poster ex- 
change business which Aarons 
wanted to change and which Hess 
claimed affected producers even 
more than code sponsors. Defini- 
tion originally covered ‘the purchas- 
ing, renting and selling of theatrical 
posters, slides and stills.’ 

Hess and Vidaver maintained that 
volume of business done by propo- 
nents on the pact was infinitesimal 
as compared with the business of 
major producer-distributors and 
amusement lithographers. 

Poster exchanges were condemned 
by Hess, who charged exhibitors 
with violating agreements with dis- 
tributors regarding use of advertis- 
ing matter. Under questioning by 
Assistant Deputy Administrator 
John W. Powers, Hess said practice 
of re-renting of distributors’ posters 
has cut the market in half and had 
adverse effect on both distributors 


and lithographers. 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





(Week Jan. 19) 








Paramount — ‘Miss Fane’s 
Baby’ (Par). 
| Capitol—‘Eskimo’ (Metro). 
y Strand — ‘Massacre’ (FN) 
Joe Franklin Adds 1] 3: 
oe ran in S Rialto—‘Let’s Fall in Love’ 
(Col). 
Ottawa, Jan. 15. Roxy—‘Cross-Country Cruise’ 
Joe Franklin, formerly Canadian (U). : . 
exec of RKO theatres, has added Music Hall—I Am Suzanne 


. g (18). 
to his proposed chain of pix houses (Fox) (18) 








- ali—‘Gall: i ae 
by opening the new Dundas in wae allant Lady’ (UA) 
, Poaahdeata znd vi us opening was Hollywood — ‘Fashions of 
?ranklin’s evious > > was . 
’ 1 . 
the Mayfair at St. John. 1934” (WB) (18) 
No Postage Cuff-o Week Jan. 26 

Paramount —‘Four’ Fright- 


Washington, Jan. 15. 

Unele Sam won't carry the film 
code authority’s mail for nothing. 

Setting an example for all NRA 
industry police bodies, C. B. Eilen- 
berger, third assistant postmaster 
general, announced last week that 
the ‘chairmen of the code authori- 
ties are not entitled to exercise the 
penalty privilege for the reason 
that they are not officers of the 
Government of the United States 
and also because the matters which 
they have to mail do not relate ex- 
clusively to the business of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States as is 


ened People’ (Par). 
Capitol—‘Women in His Life’ 
(Metro). 
Strand—‘Bedside’ (WB). 
Rialto—‘The Ghoul’ (U). 
Music Hall—‘As Husbands 
Go’ (Fox) (25). 
Rivoli—‘Gallant Lady’ 
(2d week). 
Hollywood — ‘Fashions of 
1934’ (WB) (2d week). 


(UA) 





$2 Picture 


‘Queen Christina’ 
(Astor) (4th week). 


(Metro) 








required by law.’ 

Requests for franking privilege 
was made by the retail trade au- 
thority but defeated by NRA, which Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
reported that members are not of- Carey Wilson is back at Metro 
ficers of the Government and do not |writing an untitled yarn for Irving 
receive Federal compensation. Thalberg production. 





Carey Wilson Back at Metro 





Scripters and Assts. 





Hollywood, Jan. 15. 


Formal agreement between the 





producers and the assistant direc- 


tors’ and script clerks’ union, in- 
| volving second assistants and script 
clerks, has signed by Pat 
Casey. 

Main provisions are that a maxi- 
mum 54-hour week will be _ insti- 
tuted for the two crafts on Jan, 15 
and a minimum wage for each of 
$40.50, but with no disturbance of 
present individual wages if they are 
above that rate. 

Day rate for extra assistants was 
set at $10 for eight hours and §$8 
for script clerks. Minimum call for 
either, four hours. 

Agreement provides for time and 
a half for overtime, Sundays and 
holidays with the exception of the 
assistants, who get double time for 
holidays. 


been 





Goldwyn Selling Cantor 
Pic Away from FWC, WB 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

The Goldwyn feud with Fox- West 
Coast is on again with the result 
that ‘Roman Scandals’ is being 
booked into indie houses. Pic is 
getting 40% against a guarantee 
and a week’s run. 
Smaller houses are being assessed 
50%, as in the case of the 1,000 seat 
Mirror, which opened the film Sun- 
day (14) for a week. 
Go'dwyn also insists on a 25c. 








minimum admission. 


NRA APPOINTS 
COMMITTEES 
FOR EXTRAS 


Washington, Jan. 15. 

Committees to look into working 
conditions of extra players and stu- 
dio craftsmen and to recommind 
supplements to the film code were 
named last week by the NRA. 

Seeking to give representation to 
every group interested in extras’ 
welfare, Divisional Administrator 
Sol A. Rosenblatt designated 13 in- 
dividuals to conduct a study of the 
extras’ situation and to interpret 
provisions of the code affecting this 
type of actor. An executive com- 
mittee of five was selected to co- 
ordinate and direct the big com- 
mittee’s activities. 
The studio labor’ investigators 
will look into the feasibility of plac- 
ing rigid restrictions on working 
time of craftsmen in shooting units 
and weigh conflicting contentions 
of workers and producers about the 
possibility of shortening the work 
week in this respect. While not 
provided for in the code, creation 
of this committee was ordered by 
the NRA as a result of inability of 
unions and producers to reach a 
satisfactory agreement during code 
proceedings. 
The studio-labor committee con- 








(Continued on page 54) 








January .., 1934. 
Gentlemen: 
The Executive order approving the motion-picture industry code, 
signed by the President of the United States on November 27, 1933, pro- 
vides in part as follows: 
“(4) Because the President believes that further investigation with re- 
spect to the problems of payment of excessive compensation to execu- 
tives and other employees in this industry is required, the provisions of 
article V, division A, part 4, of this code are hereby suspended from oper- 
ation and shall not become effective pending further report from the 
Administrator after investigation.” 
The undersigned, by order of the Administrator, has been directed to 
make investigation pursuant to the foregoing provisions of paragraph 
(4) of said Executive order and report to the Administrator. 
Your co-operation with the order of the President is desired, and it is 
earnestly requested that you fill out and return the data specified upon 
the annexed questionnaire at the earliest possible moment. 
Not less than two copies of the questionnaire are enclosed herewith, it 
being intended that the same shall be filled out as a composite report for 
all affiliated companies, as well as a separate report for each company or 
enterprise affiliated with your organization. Additional forms of the 
questionnaire will be gladly furnished upon your application to the under- 
signed. 
With respect to compensation, it is requested that all information be 
supplied only with reference to individuals earning an aggregate of $150 
or more per week. This refers to schedules II and III only, and not to 
schedule I. 
INFORMATION SUPPLIED WILL BE HELD IN STRICTEST CON- 
FIDENCE AND WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE ONLY TO THE ADMIN- 
ISTRATOR, THE UNDERSIGNED AND TO HIS CHIEF INVESTIGA- 
TOR. Yours very truly, 
Sol A. Rosenblatt, 
SOL A. ROSENBLATT, DIVISION ADMINISTRATOR, 
National Recovery Administration 
Room 4217, U. S. Dep’t. of Commerce Bldg. 


MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY SALARIES INVESTI- 
GATION 


Gross Receipts, Investment, Assets, Individuals and Compensation, 1931 
to 1933, Inclusive 


(SCHEDULE I) 





Motion-pic- Motion-pic- Motion- 
ture pro- ture distri- picture Grand 
duction. bution. exhibition. total. 
ee! Berrie errr oe “ansese ecccce evecece ecccee 
Cost of supplies and materials..... seseee eecece ooecce eoeee 
Total capital investment...... eeee eevese evreece eresee eeeees 
Surplus and surplus reserve..... oe eeccce ecvcce ecccee eesece 
en SE oun boo 00 Oeaae eeeeeece eeeece eescce eresce eeeeee 
Net profit a” ” ee eeeereeeeee eeesee eevese eovcee e@eeeee 
Directors of company: 
Toth] UMNO. ...0.ce eeoeeeseeece e@ecece eeervee eevesee @eeseee 
Total compensation eesee eereeeee eeseces eeevee eeeres e@eeree 
Executives: 
"POLG) WUMNNOF,. 6.c6su ccs eee eeeeese eerese eseeee eoeeee eevees 
Total compensation...cecccecscve eorecce eesees eeesse eeee 
Supervisors: 
Oca) MUNDO... osc oe eoeeeesece eevece eeosee evesce e@eeee 
Total compensation......ccccces @essee eerece @ervvse errr 
Clerical, office and service: 
Total MUMS. 60.00.00 Wesvvsesee eresece e@secce e@eecee e@eeees 
Total compensation..........e6 eoccee ecccce evccce ecccece 
Actors and actresses (excluding 
extras): 
Tetel Des 5 os i.otes eececsecse eereeve eerere e@eervee @esees 


Total compensation... 
Extra players: 

Total MUMDEL.. 20.2000 cocccovce 

Total compensation... 
Motion-picture directors: 


eerceece eee 7,7 eeeeee @enreere 


eeerereeesed eeecce @eeere eereee e@eeeesr 


Total BUMP .«.<6<es see eeesece eersece @resee eserves @eeses 

Total compensation.......... +FF wescee eescee eereee e@reees 
Musical directors and musicians: 

WObGh: DUREUEE co iwasewe vss scene oe eeccee eescee eeevece @eeees 

Total compensation Terre re es eee . ceceece eeesce coerce eeeere 
Writers, authors, dramatists (lite 





erary): 


Total number: 
Regularly employed...... 


Not regularly employed...... ° 
Total compensation: 
Regularly employed........ ove 
Not regularly employed....... 
Composers, arrangers, librarians 
(musical): 
SOGRs RUROOE. once ccsctes rorses® 
TOtA] GOMPORSALION,. .ccccccecses 
Artists and sculptors: 
Total mumber..... + ves cen bees 
Total compensation....... eccces 
Scenic artists and designers: 
Total number. ....<see2- ceeetanee 
Total compensation....... jae eee 
Costume designers: 
po er $04a000 


TOCKL GOTAPORGRSION. « ceccaceccece 
Sound engineers: 


TOtRs TUMIET . c.cccces coebeoeecue 

Total compensation... c.cccccccs ° 
Sound technicians: 

TOCRl MURDER... occ cce (oesovecee 

Tota] COMPONGBATION... .cscccscece 
Cameramen: 

pa eeeecccoce 


Total compensation......ccee. 
Studio mechanics: 

Toth) MUMEDOr... 6.266% eteaneeens 

Total COMpPensAtion..ccccccceces 
Laboratory workers: 

"TOGhs MUMROOT. . ck. ice ve ie ese ban 

TOM COMPONSALION. .ccccecsccacs 
All other employees: 

ees UMNO 5 ic ins ee seews er 

TOCtG] COMPMSRSALION.....ccccsese 


Grand total: 
Total number of individuals..... 
TOtAl COMMPONSELION. . 2.006002 00 
Average number of employees on 
| ae ae os eae 
Total payroll of regular employees. 


ual separately Position 
below by number, or title. 
PIVIGMR TEGO. Tecttesees seacvcee 
SRGTVIGUAL INO. Zicccccess s00000 
BMGIVIGUAL ING. Bicsdiscese eeeveces 
Ete. 


Amount 
of cash 
bonuse Ss, 
commis- 
sions, and 
other cush 
compensa- 
tion in 
addition 
to cash 
salary. 


Use same number for 
each individual as 
used in Schedule II, 
SGAT EAU Dic vcedicteis ceacvs 
Individual No. eeeeeeseece 
Individua!} No. eeereneces 





Ete, 


Gov't Questionnaire on Film Salaries 


ereree 
eeeeseg 
eeeeee eeeeee erreee 
eeeeee eeeeee eereee 
eeeeee eereee eeeeree eevee 
eeeoge eeeeee eereee eeeeee 
eereee seer eevee 
eeeree eereee eereee eeeree 
eeveee 


ererree 
eee eee eeersee 
eeeeee 


eereee 


eerevee 





salary rate. 








(SCHEDULE II) 
Include All Individuals Receiving am Aggregate Compensation of $150 or 
More a Week 
(DUPLICATE SECTIONS ‘B’ AND ‘C’ ARE FOR DISTRIBUTION AND 
EXHIBITION RESPECTIVELY) 


—_——— Section ‘A’—Motion-picture Production—————» 
All other 
Cash coinpen- ° 
List each individ- Weekly salary re- sation re- Total 


ceived dur- 
ing year. 


cash ceived dur- com- 
ing year. pensation, 
ee eee eeenreee 

eeereee 


(SCHEDULE III) 
Analysis of All Other Compensation Received During Year Which Is 
Shown as a Total im Schedule II 
(DUPLICATE SECTIONS ‘B’ AND ‘C’ ARE FOR DISTRIBUTION AND 
EXHIBITION RESPECTIVELY 


-———— Section ‘A’—Motion-picture Production—————~-+ 
Amount of 


bonuses, 


com- Amount 
missions of sub- Amount 
and other scription of any Grand 
compensa- rights for other total 
tion in bonds, compen- of all 
capital stock or sation, compene 
S k, other remun- sation 
bonds, secur- eration, other 
or ties in- gift, than 
other cluding ete., not regular 
secu- special already cash 
rities. options. listed salary. 
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~ Code Question Box 





This Question Box is essentially for theatre owners, but individuals or 
organizations in any phase of the film business may avail themselves 


of its use. There is no charge. 


VarRIeETY will answer queries by publication, but will not publish name 


er address of the interrogator. 


Anonymous letters will be ignored. Iden- 


tification is essential before further consideration. 
Variety will try to interpret and answer to submitted problems dur- 
ing the time the industry is waiting on the Code Authority, via both 


major and independent codists. 


It will be appreciated if letters are made as brief as possible and 


typewritten. 


munications to Code Editor, VARIETY, 


But above all state the question clearly. 


Address com- 
154 West 46th St., N. Y. 





in Towns of 2,500 Pop. 

An exhibitor writing for 
mation concerning the code and its 
relation to theatres in towns of 
2,500 population and less, submits 
the following questions: 

(Q) What is an operator (pro- 
jectionist) supposed to be paid for 
four hours work a night seven 
nights a week, and two hours on a 
Sunday matinee? 

(A) Operators shall be paid the 
game scale which prevailed as of 
Aug. 23, 1933. If there is no pro- 
jectionists’ scale in the town, or 
was none last summer, the code 
then provides that operators shall 
receive the same wages as paid 
them on that date. This, according 
to code interpreters, holds until a 
town is unionized or a new scale 
established. 

(Q) A janitor to clean the the- 
atre, taking him about an hour 
each day, and to start a fire be- 
fore the show and watching it 
every once in a while during the 
show? 

(A) Code states that a janitor 
shall receive a 20% increase in 
wages over the amount received as 
of Aug. 1, 1933, providing that such 
increase does not bring his rate of 
pay over 25 cents an hour. 

(Q) What about a boy to watch 
the popcorn machine for about $2 
a week? We are figuring on put- 
ting in a popcorn machine, but tf we 
have to pay a regular salary for 
someone to watch it we would lose 
money. 

(A) This question a puzzler to 
eodists but their conclusion is as 
follows: If you had the boy in 
your employ Aug. 1, 1933, the an- 
swer to the query on the janitor 
would suffice. The boy would then 
come under the code classification 
of attendant. But if you never had 
such a department there is noth- 
ing in the code, according to the 
interpretations obtainable, to pre- 
vent you from paying the popcorn 
boy whatever you desire. 

(Q) What about any number of 
young men who would help find 
seats if we would let them sce the 
show? We couldn’t pay a regular 
salary for an usher. 

(A) If not previously regularly 
employing ushers, according to ad- 
visors they are, in this instance, in 
the same status with the popcorn 
boy. In other words, they may be 
paid in passes or as you see fit. 

(Q) What is to be paid to a ticket 
taker who also distributes handbills 
a couple of days each week? We 
have also been able to get boys, for 
passes, to help distribute heralds 
after school Is this to be eliminated? 

(A) There is nothing to prevent 
the use of school boys as outlined. 
The ticket seller, however, must re- 
ceive a 20% increase if salary was 
less than 25 cents per hour on Aug. 
1, 1933. 


infor- 





Overbought on Shorts 


(Q). An exhibitor in a large city 
presents this hypothetical picture: 
That in buying 50 features a theatre 
owner is only compeiled to purchase 
30 short sudjects, but the distributor 
asks the exhibitor to also buy 50 
short subjects. The exhibitor finds he 
must either buy 50 shorts or prob- 





ably not get the feature pictures, 
and agrees to buy the 50 shorts. A 
clause is then inserted in the con- 


tract along the following lines: 
‘The total number of short sub- 
jects purchased herein are at the| 


exrhibitor’s specific request and un- | 
derstanding.” The exhibitor initials | 
this clause. This, of course, is done} 
im such a way that it is not a direct} 
violation of the code. 


What chance would such an ex- 


hibitor have tn making a sworn state- 
ment to a Grievance Board that the 
reason he signed that clause was be- 
cause he needed the feature pic- 
tures, and could prove to the Griev- 
ance Board that he has more short 
subjects than he can actually use? 

(A) The code clearly specifies, 
page 244 of the government copy, 
‘No distributor shall require as a 





condition entering into a _ con- 
tract ’” The interrogator evi- 
dently is familiar with this pro- 


vision. As for what the Grievance 
Board will do that is an intangible 
quantity and is impossible to fore- 
see. This is a matterof presenta- 
tion of fact, evidence and proof to 
the board. It stands to reason that 
if an exhibitor initials such a para- 
graph it will constitute evidence 
against himself. The mere fact that 
an exhibitor is overbought, either in 
shorts or features, is not conclusive 
evidence that the Grievance Board 
should relieve him of certain of his 
contracts. The time for the exhib- 
itor to act is before and not after 
he signs. He should refuse to ini- 
tial such an extra clause and pre- 
sent the case immediately to the 
Grievance Board in the form of a 
complaint. Otherwise he places 
himself in a class with the witness 
who recants. 


Cabaret Chorus Girls 

Question: A group of stage unit 
producers and bookers ask what 
code, of any, governs girls working 
in a cabaret floor show. Interro- 
gators also seek to determine wheth- 
er such girls are entitled to the 
same protection, as to time off and 
salary as provided for permanent 
chorus lines in picture theatres. 

Answer: A check in film code 
quarters reveals there is no provi- 
sion, or any room for such an in- 
terpretation, in the picture code. 
The same is true of the present 
vaudeville code. 

Further delving, however, reveals 
current activity among night club 
agents and bookers to establish a 
code of their own. Until this ma- 
terializes, therefore, night club floor 
workers are not affected by the 
NRA in any respect. 


EVEN THE COWBOYS 


Bronce Screen Players Want Special 
Provisions 








Washington, Jan. 15. 
Another grave problem in apply- 
ing the new deal to the film indus- 
try has been placed before the NRA. 
It involves the question of who 
should ride horses in Hollywood. 





Continuing the fight for recog- 
nition of ‘legitimate horsemen, 
Riding Actors’ Association has 
asked NRA to prohibit stablemen 


from doubling as actors, claiming 
practice ruins opportunities for 
self-respectig screen cowboys. 
Question of stablemen_ taking 
horses to studios and then work- 
ing in pictures is ‘one of the seri- 
ous problems of the industry,’ riders 
protested, and ‘is a source of con- 
stant confusion and loss of employ- 
ment for trained 
horsemen actors.’ 
Solution, riders 
establishment by 
special casting bureau to 
matters ‘where livestock and horse- 
men’ are concerned, 
Riding actors several 
isked that specific provisions for 
recognizing their talent and impor- 
tance be written into the code and 
that a separate casting arrange- 
ment be made to insure 
ment of union members. No ac- 
tion was taken on this suggestion 


professional, 


think, would be 


] 


weekKs ago 


; 
employ - 


Tir ] 
gdirect ail | 


| promised to make an issue of un- 


|}ceed cautiously; that weighty prob- 


DEEMED 100 sLOW: 


Beaucoup Chiseling All Over 
Charged—Jazzing Up the 
Film Code—Exhibs’ 
Stance on Zoning and 
Grievance 


es 


STUDIO ANGLE 





With admissions in both major 
and independent ranks that chisel- 


ing is enjoying an all-time high in 
filmdom, spokesmen in both camps 
hold that the only stop-gap to 
open rebellion against the code 
in many parts of the industry is for 
the Code Authority to speed up the 
field machinery. 

Leaders of powerful exhibitor 
units from many parts of the 
country in New York during the 
past week declare that unless zon- 
ing and grievance boards are imme- 
diately established their members 
are ready to return their Blue 
Eagles to Washington, Some of 
them are charging the Code 
Authority with deliberately stalling 
the code while the other side states 
that those who think it’s any cinch 
to put the code in motion should 
sit in and try. 

Official quarters now figure that if 
two out of every three exhibs in 
the U. S. sign the compliances—in 
other words, accept the code—it will 
be a good average. They were con- 
fident until the past week, with its 
wave of skepticism, that at least 
95% of the theatre owners would 
affix their signatures. 

Adding to the turmofl and one 
of many delicate situations is the 
stand taken by Allied Exhibitors. 
Nate Yamins, one of the high 
priests of the Authority, is reported 
to have silently endorsed Allied’s 
propaganda to its flock not to sign 
compliances unless the rulings of 
grievance and zoning boards were 
made more elastic. This is in direct 
contradiction to the compliance 
blank, itself, which states that 
signers must yield to the code un- 
qualifiedly. 

In the meantime Will Hays is 
leaving for Hollywood probably this 
Wednesday (17). While his trip is 
described as ‘just a regular visit,’ 
it is stated that Hays is anxious 
to do some investigating into the 
coast situation on his own and 
to be prepared for the visit of- Ad- 
ministrator Sol A. Rosenblatt. 

In official circles outward belittle- 
ment of the coast trouble is also 
being registered. There it is point- 
ed out that two unions fighting for 
control in the studios is the basis. 

More Coast Delays? 

The fact that Rosenblatt is sched- 
uled to go coastward the day be- 
fore the deadline for committee 
nominations for field jobs is not 
abating the exhib storm, They see 
in this, opportunities for more de- 
lay in getting the machinery unde: 
way. 

Formally, various of the high 
codists are defending the Authority 
with observations that it must pro- 


lems cannot be solved on the spur 
of the moment. At the same time 
some of them privately express the 
belief that it will be at least an- 
other five weeks before the field 
machinery can be expected to be 





ready to function. One codist even 








necessary delay at a star-chamber 
session of the Authority. Several 
others, in the same vein, also con- 
ceded personal beliefs that the 


| Authority can move faster than it 
produce! s of a |} | 


inspiring more in- | 
inization coalition re- | 
right now are little} 
mo! than talk. The indies still re- 
men r what happened to the indie} 
front in Washington. However, such 
rganizations as the Federation of | 
the M.P. Industry are still holding | 
up. Indie producers reveal that for 
their own protection at least the 
(Continued on page 55) 


Conditions are 


Fite Doesnt 


ACADEMY EXPECTANT 


First Confab in Week in Anticipa- 
tion of Rosenblatt 











Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Academy executive board and 
branch executive committees hold 
their first meeting in weeks tomor- 
row (Tues.) night to discuss the 
latest developments of the code and 
decide on a line of attack the or- 
ganization will take when Sol A. 
Rosenblatt gets here later in the 
week. 

Academy has been in a lethargy 
for months since the wholesale 
resignations and was hit when John 
Fish Goodrich, prominent writer 
member, resigned, claiming that the 
Academy was playing politics in 
trying to halt the Screen Writers’ 
Guild election to decide on writer 
code nominees provided for in the 
code. Winifred Dunn also quit for 
the same reason. 


Mediation Idea 
As in Chi Labor 
Gratifies NRA 


Washington, Jan. 15. 

Threatened strike of motion pic- 
ture machine operators in Chicago 
has been averted through applica- 
tion of the mediation policy con- 
tained in the NRA film code. 

Peaceful discussion of issues in- 
volved in a dispute between opera- 
tors and Chicago Exhibitors’ As- 
sociation ended in amicable settle- 
ment of differences and expressions 
of pleasure from the NRA over the 
way the new principle in labor re- 








lations had been carried out. Divi- 
sional Administrator Sol Rosen- 
blatt, who warned union leaders 


that code stipulates there shall be 
no strikes or lockouts pending ar- 
bitration, was notified Thursday 
(11) that talks were entirely suc- 
cessful and _ satisfactory to all 
parties. 

Gen. Hugh S. Johnson expressed 
gratification over outcome to 
Thomas E. Maloy, representative of 
the operators, and the exhibitors 
group. 

Operators locals in various cities 
are reported to have protested to 
NRA that members have suffered 
or been threatened with wage cuts 
under the code, although Rosenblatt 
said Friday (12) that situation is 
satisfactory and code is working 
out o. k. 

Complaints are said to have fol- 
lowed statement from President 
William C, Elliott of LA.T.S.E. in- 
forming locals that under contracts 
to furnish operators or stagehands 
for more than 40 hours a week at 
an aggregate figure unions. will 
have to supply additional workers 
at no extra cost. 

First labor tilt in film industry 
to come before the National Labor 
3oard is to be heard Tuesday (to- 
day) when scrap over ‘unjust dis- 
charge’ of four employees by Loew's 
State, New Orleans, is aired. Ke- 
gional labor board rendered deci- 
sion in favor of workers, ordering 
reinstatement, but the theatre gave 
jobs back to only two of the quar- 


tet 





. Slides Too 


Washington, Jan. 15 
Code of fair competition for non- 
theatrical motion picture and slide 
film industry is expected to reach 


NRA early this week. | @x 


Long-range telephone conferences 
between Deputy Administrator Wil- 
liam P, Farnsworth and _ trade 
leaders have reached the final stage 
and hearing date probably will be} 
about the end of the month. 


| Disney and Ray K 


FIFLO MACHINERY \IATSE’s Win in Soundmen’s Code 


Strengthen Cause 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Despite the overwhelming vote of 


studio sound men designating In- 
ternational Sound Local 695, IATSE, 
to represent them for collective bar- 
gaining under the code, situation 
does not materially strengthen the 
cause of the IATSE, which has 
taken a terrific beating since the 
unsuccessful strike of last summer. 

Although a last-minute attempt 
was made to whip together an in- 
dependent sound group with ASC 
affiliation to battle the local’s vote- 
getting canfpaign, campaign did a 
fizzle as shown by count of ballots. 

Despite the apparent vote of con- 
fidence of the sound men in the 
IATSE local, many who cast bal- 
lots stated it was better to desig- 
nate the local as code representa- 
tive as the organization had ma- 
chinery already set up, and such 
was not the case with the indepen- 
dent group. 

Opinion is strong, however, 
among the craft that the member- 
ship should have a general meeting 
immediately and take a vote on 
withdrawing affiliation from both 
the IATSE and the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and reorganizing 
the local as a separate association 
with no union affiliation of any kind. 

Runaround 

Many sound men, members of ‘the 
IA local, have expressed them- 
selves openly that they will not fol- 
low the IATSE, IBEW or any other 
labor group. Dissenters feel that 
the IATSE eastern officials let down 
the sound men here during the 
strike last summer, and the A, F. 
of L. has since been giving the 
group a runaround in not settling 
the question of jurisdiction between 
the IA and IBEW. They further 
figure that the inability of the 
A. F. of L. to straighten out the 
matter is proof enough that the 
sound men should cut loose from 
AFL connections, 

Proponents of the independent or- 
ganization for sound men are inti- 
mating that producers would be 
willing te negotiate minimum scales 
and working conditions for the 
craft if they had an unaffiliated as- 
sociation, free from labor connec- 
tions, 


CARTOONISTS HAVE 
THEIR NRA SQUAWK 


Hollywood, Jan. 16. 

Bucking a clause in the code 
which they claim will seriously 
handicap operation of cartoon com- 
panies, the Motion Picture Cartoon 
Producers’ Assoc. is preparing a 
paper on their troubles to lay be- 
fore Deputy Administrator Rosen- 
blatt during his visit here. 

Clause to which the animators 
object requires that associate pro- 
ducers, {in which class the cartoon 
companies fall, cannot talk terms 
with a new distributor until 60 days 
before expiration of their current 
distribution contracts. 

Cartoon men say they have hun- 
dreds of people on weekly salary 
who would be thrown out of work 
if production should cease over di- 
ficulty in getting distribution. They 
must know more than two months 
in advance, they claim, what their 
future plans are to be in order to 
maintain staffs of artists. 

At a meeting last week a com- 
mittee composed of Charles Mintz 
president of the association: Ror 


itz was formed 





to draw up the plaint 
blatt to read. 
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Mills Bros.-Round-Up’ at Par 


For $16,000; 


————— 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 

Paramount, State, United Artists 
and Chinese running neck and neck 
on the week, with Mills Brothers, a 
minstrel show and other collective 
talent being the booster to bring the 
tab of ‘Last Round Up’ at the former 
house to around the $16,000 mark. 
Right alongside is ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
at the State, with ‘Little Women’ 
in fourth week at the Chinese and 
‘I'm No Angel’ at U. A. a bit behind 
these figures. 

Warner houses have ‘Convention 


City,’ which looks as though it 
should hit around $11,000 or over, 
big, in each. U. A., after a $16,000 
first week with ‘Angel,’ will come 
home in final stanza with better 
than $10,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 


$1.65)—‘Little Women’ (RKO) and 
stage show (4th week). Matinees 
here still heavy, but niglfts run be- 
low a grand, with this stanza set for 
around $14,000. Last week hit a 
liitle over $15,000. 

Criterion (Tally) (1,600; 25-40)— 
“The Road to Ruin’ (Willis Kent). 
Nothing that will set records; might 
hit $4,000, but will take hard pulling. 


Last week ‘Elysia’ (Foy), seventh 
and final week, pulled out with 
around $2,800, and house has no 


kick on run. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Convention City’ (FN). Plenty 
of entertainment in this one, which 
helps toward a big $11,000 take. Last 
week ‘House on 56th Street’ (WB) 
surprisingly good at $8,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Convention City’ (FN). Going 
pretty strong for this one here and 
will come home with swell $11,500. 
Last week ‘House on 56th Street’ 
(WB) exceptionally good $9,200. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-35)—‘Under Secret Orders’ (Pro- 
gressive’ and ‘You Made Me Love 
You’ (Majestic), split. Not so forte 
as b. o. combination and will fall 
short of $3,600. Last week ‘Before 
Midnight’ (Col) and ‘Love, Honor 
and Oh, Baby!’ (U) oke at $4,300. 

Mirror (Lazarus-Vinnicof) (1,034; 
25-40)—‘Eat ’Em Alive’ (Austin) (2d 
week). Pulled after two days on 
holdover week to enable opening 
‘Roman Scandals’ yesterday (14). 
‘Alive’ finished at $800, while first 
day ‘Scandals’ $500. Last week first 
stanza got a little over $4,500, very 
good. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,270; 25-35)— 
‘Hell and High Water’ (Par) and 
vaude. Stressing on vaude, house 
jumped take a bit to around $5,300, 
even though dropping one screen 
feature. Last week ‘S. O. S. Iceberg’ 
(U) and ‘Thundering Herd’ (Par) 
and vaude, could not get over the 
$4,500 mark. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-35-40) 
—'‘By Candlelight’ (U) and stage 
show. Though interesting screen 
fure, has had stage ballast and no 
ballyhoo means less than $4,000, 
which is not healthy for pic or 
house. Last week ‘The Woman in 
His Life’ (MG), with Al Pearce, 
counted to make it a big take quite 
disappointing to him to see an 
even $5,600 grossed where he gener- 
ally goes well into five-figure col- 
umn. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
35-40)—‘The Last Roundup’ (Par) 
and stage show. Return of Mills 
Bros., on stage, helpful element and 
indicates around $16,000. Last week 
‘Miss Fane’s Baby’ (Par) pretty 
durn good with aid of Guy Lom- 
bardo, hit close to $19,000. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—‘Counsellor- 
at-Law’ (U). With no stress made 
on selling, this one will probably hit 
around $5,000; a little money spent 
to exploit would have added two to 
three more G’s. Last week ‘Flying 

Down to Rio’ (RKO), second and 
final, Just let it drag through to 
little over $5,000 for final six days. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40)— 
‘Dinner at Bight’ (MG). Off to good 

start and building as goes along. 
Looks like easy $17,000 on eight 
days. Picture was figured originally 
for two weeks. Last week ‘Dancing 
Lady’ (MG), second and final stanza 
for final six days came home with 
$11,500, which is better than normal 
seven-day week. 

United Artists (Grauman) (2,100: 
25-40-55)—‘I'm No Angel’ (Par) (2d 


week). The West opus doing okay 
and will come home with around 
$10,000. Last week, first stanza, it 


showed the West draw counted after 


a Chinese with better 


$16,000. 


JASON’S ROACH WINDUP 
Leigh Jason returns to the Coast 
for a month to wind up his contract 
with Hal Roach. 


run than 


He will then come back to New 
York to headquarter permanently 
with Magna Pictures, new indie 
shorts outfit which has him under 


eontract, 


——. 


‘Convention’ $22,500 
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‘HAVANA WIDOWS,’ TAG 
CHANGED, $6,000, PTLND. 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 15. 

Parker’s Broadway changed title 
of ‘Havana Widows’ (FN) to ‘Gold 
Diggers in Havana’ and _ then 
splurged with exploitation, It 
worked and that pic is getting a 
lot better than average results. 

Broadway went combo last week 
with ‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and 
‘SOS Iceberg’ (FN) holding up well 
against strong opposish. 

Estimates For This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—Havana Widows’ (FN). Mopping 
up through changing title to ‘Gold 
Diggers in Havana’, $6,000. Last 
week ‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and 
‘SOS Iceberg’ (FN), $4,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—Dinner at Eight’ MG) go- 
ing for good second week at $5,500. 
First $9,400. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,000; 25-40) 
—As Husbands Go’ (Fox). Hitting 
okay average around $5,000. Last 
week ‘Design for Living’ (Par) got 
good attention and closed at big 
$5,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35)—‘Right to Romance’ (RKO). 
Holding up, should get $4,500. ‘Fly- 
ing Down to Rio’ last week (2d), 
$4,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Lady Killer’ (WB). Mildly re- 
ceived for fair $3,000. Last week 
‘Mary Stevens, M. D.’ (WB) better 
than average at $3,400. 

Liberty (Evergreen) (2,000; 25- 
40)—I’m No Angel’ (Par) back 
again for a fourth week at this 
house and looks for $3,000, fair. 
Previous three weeks of this pic 
mopped up $26,000 in this house. 
Last week ‘Secret of Blue Room’ 
(U) with Anson Week’s orchestra 
as stage unit and clicked in a big 
way for $6,000. 


‘Dinner’ Splendid 206; 
Newark Oke All Over; 
‘Women’—Davis 2d Wk. 


Newark, Jan. 15. 

The rain Saturday failed to hurt 
seriously business where business 
could be expected to be. No ques- 
tion but the top shifts to Loew’s 
this week, where ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
can be counted to bring business up 
to or over a great $20,000. 

‘Little Women’ is holding over at 
Proctor’s and ought to be nice at 
$14,000. Without vode the Branford 
is also fine aiming at about $12,000 
with ‘Convention City’ and ‘Madame 
Spy’. 

The Shubert relights next week 
with ‘Biography’ but there is no 
sign of any one doing anything with 
the Broad. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Convention City’ (FN) and 
‘Madame Spy’ (U). Opening better 
than anything lately and should ap- 
proximate a fine $12,000. Last week 
‘Lady Killer’ (WB) $11,200, okay. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—Dancing Lady’ (MG) and ‘Broken 
Dreams’ (FD). Crawford regularly 
draws here but house has not been 
doing so forte lately. Maybe $4,500, 








okay. Last week ‘Nora Moran’ 
(Maj) and ‘Sitting Pretty’ (Par) 
$4,300. 


Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75) —Din- 
ner at 8’ (MG) and vode. Great 
opening and no telling how high it 
will go. Should beat a _ splendid 
$20,000. Last week ‘Advice to the 
Lovelorn’ (MG) failed to build, $9,- 
500, bad. 

Newark (Par-Adams) 2,248;15- 
99)—‘Girl Without a Room’ (Par) 
and vode. Only fair opening and 
maybe a mild $11,000. Last week 
‘Duck Soup’ (Par) did not hold after 
first two days and disappointed with 
$12,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-40- 
60-75-85)—‘Little Women’ (RKO) 
and vode (2d week). Still going 
strong and will be pleasing with 
$14,000. Benny Davis’ unit held 
with pic. Showed to about 60,000 
the first week which grossed a mag- 
nificent $23,300. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
35-40)—‘Son of Kong’ (RKO) and 
‘Sleepers East’ (Fox). Two first 
runs going six days without split. 











Plenty spent on advertising and 
should be nice with $4,700. Last 
week ‘Hold the Press’ (Col) and ‘I 


Was a Spy’ (Fox) with ‘Fog’ (Col) 
and ‘Jimmy and Sally’ (Fox) split, 
spurted to $3,600. 











AUTO SHOW DENTS B’KLYN 


Max Baer Sending Met to Best This 
Week, $23,000 


Brooklyn, Jan. 15. 

Automobile show in town this 
week big attraction. 

Picture houses are spotty at box 
offices. Met is best with Max Baer 
on personal, the Fox coming in a 
strong second, Paramount has ‘8 
Girls in Boat’ and Eddie Garr on 
stage. Strand is okay with ‘Con- 
vention City.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Shea) (4,000; 25-35- 
50-65)—8 Girls in a Boat’ (Par) 
and stage show with Eddie Garr 
and Three X Sisters of the net- 
works. Looks blah, only $13,000 in 
sight. Last week ‘Fog’ (Col) and 
Eddie Cantor on stage brought in 
good $38,000. 

Fox (F&M) (4,000; 25-35-50) — 
‘By Candlelight’ (Fox) and stage 
show with Freddie Berrens Orches- 
tra clicking with locals. Around 
$14,000, good. Last week ‘Son of 
Kong (RKO) nearly $16,000, okay. 
Albee (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘If I Were King’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Jeannie Lang heads bill. Only $15,- 
000 likely, very mild. Last week 
‘A Man’s Castle’ (Col), $16,000. 
Loew’s Metropolitan (Loew) (2,- 
400; 25-35-50)—‘Fugitive Lovers’ 
(MG) and vaude. Max Baer is 
headliner and scoring with patrons. 
Satisfactory $23,000. Last week ‘Sons 
of Desert’ (MG), $20,000, off. 
Strand (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Convention City’ (WB). Mild $7,- 
000. Last week ‘Lady Killer’ (WB), 
$8,500, 


‘Roman’ $20,000, 
8 Gils’ 19G's 
Lead St. Louis 


St. Louis, Jan. 15. 

Film business has taken a decided 
jump this week over last in all 
spots except one. With the result 
that a lot of profit will be written 
into the books. The jump was ex- 
pected in view of the general im- 
provement in the programs. 

Eddie Cantor’s latest piling up 
nice daily figures at Loew’s State 
without a stage show to support it. 
Management expects business will 
warrant a second week, which Can- 
tor’s films nearly always get here. 
Morton Downey on the Ambassa- 
dor stage will get around the same 
figure. The surprise of the week is 
the Missouri where ‘House on 56th 
Street’ opened bigger than hoped. 
House will be well in the money. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 
35-55) —‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ (Par) 
and Morton Downey on stage. Big 
$19,000. Last week ‘Design for Liv- 
ing’ (Par) got $17,000. 

Fox (Fox) (5,000; 20-25-35)— 
‘Morning After’ (Majestic) and 
‘Frontier Marshall’ (Fox) $6,000. 
Last week ‘I Am Suzanne’ (Fox) 
and ‘Myrt and Marge’ (U) $14,000, 
big takings. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25- 
35-55)—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA). 
Smacko $20,000. Last week ‘Dinner 
at Hight’ (MG) $12,000. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-40) 
—‘House on 56th Street’ (WB) and 
‘World Gone Mad’ (Majestic) $11,- 
000. Big. Last week ‘Havana 
Widows’ (WB) and ‘Horseplay’ (U) 
counted $7,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col) and ‘Fog’ 
(Col) and stage show. Fair $12,000. 
Last week ‘Midshipman Jack’ 
(RKO) and Tf I Were Free’ (RKO) 
about the same. 


Tacoma Grosses 


Tacoma, Jan. 15. 
Roxy stepping out with ‘Dancing 
Lady’ where some real pulling 
power is shown. Music Box back 
again to split week, with ‘Counsellor 
at Law’ showing the most stuff at 
the b. o& Blue Mouse continues 
steady pace, and seems to have 
found itself, continuing heavy 
printer’s ink policy. 
Estimates for This Week 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35)—‘Counsellor at Law’ (U) and 
‘The World Changes’ (FN) split, 
indicated $3,500, fair. Last week 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO) good 
at $4,500. . 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35)— 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) started off 
with $1,400 first two days and 
looks to get dandy $4,000. Last 
week ‘Mr. Skitch’ (Fox) held over 
two days, good $1,000; then ‘My 
Weakness’ (Fox) slow, $800 in 
three days; then ‘Dancing Lady’ 
(MG) for two days to complete the 
week, at total of fair $3,000. 




















Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘Golden Harvest’ (Par) and 
‘Ladies Must Love’ (U) dual first 
half; then ‘Havana Widows’. (Par) 
last half, tmdicated $1,700. Last 
week ‘Torch Singer’ (Par) and 
‘Right to Romance’ (RKO) split. 


zood at $1,800. 





DUKE ELLINGTON-'8 
GIRLS,’ GOOD 226, DET. 


Detroit, Jan. 15. 

Three downtown first-run stage 
shows and all’s well so far. The 
State with a State-Lake (Chi.) pol- 
icy and a low scale is out to develop 
a new downtown following with re- 
sults so far fair. Other houses are 
not feeling the new competish as 
yet. The new 40c top at the State 
may bring on a price war, however, 
as the other houses are still getting 
a 55c top with the Fox apt to tip 
over the apple cart due to being di- 
rect opposish. State using ‘From 
Headquarters’ on screen. 
The Michigan with ‘Eight Girls in 
a Boat’ and Duke Ellington on stage 
opened okay. The Fox with ‘Coun- 
selor at Law’ and Milton Berle unit 
on stage likewise. The United Art- 
ists has ‘Dinner at Eight’ for the 
first time at popular prices and the 
Downtown takes ‘Flying Down to 
Rio’ for a second run after a week 
at the Fox. The Fisher takes ‘Ro- 
man Scandals’ second run for fourth 
week in Detroit and at a lower scale 
than the previous run at the U. A. 
Last week three flesh first-run 
downtown houses all went well. The 
Fox with ‘Flying Down to Rio’ and 
stage got a nice $26,000. The Mich- 
igan with ‘Convention City’ and 
Will Mahoney on stage made a cou- 
ple of bucks at $21,500. The State 
with WLS Barn Dance and ‘Blood 
Money’ got by with a fair $11,000. 
The United Artists with a third 
week of ‘Roman Scandals’ was fair 
for $6,500. The Downtown with a 
second week of ‘Invisible Man’ was 
milked for a mild $3,000. The Fisher 
was likewise very mild for ‘Sons of 
the Desert’ getting $3,000. 

Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (U-D) (4,045; 15-25-40- 
55) ‘Eight Girls’ (Par) and Duke EIl- 
lington. Indications point to a good 
$22,000, Ellington figuring import- 
antly. Last week’s ‘Convention City’ 
(WB) and stage fair $21,000. 
Fox (Inde-RKO) (5,100; 15-25-35- 
40-55) ‘Counsellor at Law’ (U) and 
Milton Berle unit. At $21,000 under 
expectations but okay. Last week 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO) and 
stage good $26,000. 
State (U-D) (3,000; 15-25-35-40) 
‘From Headquarters’ and vaude. 
New policy building; maybe $14,000, 
good. Last week ‘Blood Money’ 
(UA) and WLS Barn Dance not bad 
$11,000. 
United Artists (U-D) (2,018; 15- 
25-35-40-55) ‘Design for Living’ 
(Par). Coward story drawing fairly 
well, $11,000. Last week ‘Roman 
Scandals’ (UA) couldn’t fill out the 
third week and four-day total $3,000. 
Downtown (RKO-Indie) (2,665; 
15-25-35-40) ‘Flying Down to Rio’ 
(RKO). Looks fairish $7,000. Last 
week ‘Invisible Man’ (U) in its sec- 
ond week mild at $3,000. 

Fisher (U-D) (2,750; 15-25-35-40) 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) (2d week). 
Only $3,000 appears the answer. 
Last week ‘Sons of the Desert’ 
(MG) same. 


Rio’ Very Big, $11,000, 
‘Mr. Skitch,’ 5G, N. H. 


New Haven, Jan. 15. 

Poli’s is making a habit of topping 
the town and should repeat this 
week. Couple of exploitation gags 
on ‘Mr. Skitch’ are helping College 
to some swell biz currently. 

Deluxers all seem to be keeping 
their heads above water these days, 
primarily due to high level of prod- 
uct. Several houses just letting 
films sell themselves, with advertis- 
ing budget held to a minimum, 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 25-50) 
—‘Miss Fane’s Baby’ (Par) and ‘The 
Chief’ (MG). Moderate start, but 
should build to a steady $6,800. Last 
week ‘Eight Girls in Boat’ (Par) and 
‘His Double Life’ (Par) held its own, 
around $6,000. 

Poli’s (Poli) (3,040; 35-50)—‘Fly- 
ing Down to Rio’ (RKO). Despite 
stormy Saturday, looks headed for 
very big $11,000. Last week ‘Roman 
Scandals’ (UA). On full week added 
nice $10,000 to previous $3,200 for 
New Year’s eve preview. 

Rogert Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Massacre’ (WB) and ‘Meanest 
Gal in Town’ (RKO). Will probably 
carry along for oke $6,000. Last 
week ‘Convention City’ (WB) and 
‘From Headquarters’ (WB) slightly 
better at $6,100. 

College (Poli) (1,565; 25-40)—‘Mr. 
Skitch’ (Fox) and ‘Broken Dreams’ 
(Mono). Fans taking kindly to this 
bill and are pouring in at a grand 
$5,000 pace. Last week ‘Man’s Cas- 
tle’ (Col) and ‘Fury of Jungle’ (Col) 
heavy $4,800. 
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Heavy-Competished Frisco Normal 
Again: Duals, Price Wars Ease Biz 


San Francisco, Jan. 15. 

That sensational holiday business 
is gone, and Frisco is back on the 
rough road of terrific competition 
made tougher by the lowest prices 
and the biggest shows in history, 
with overheads maintained at pre- 
vious highs. Put ’em all together 


and they spell trouble for those 
with weak shows, 

Worst spot-in town is the 5,000 
seat Fox which is being fought 
tooth and nail by the circuits and 
major distribs alike. With indie 
and what other product it can pick 
up the Fox deserves credit for con- 
sistent and determined fighting and 
what often, despite small prices, 
amounts to an imposing gross. 

Past month has meant happier 
days for the Fox which is operated 
by Joe Leo for William Fox. A 
few major pix have slipped by, i.e., 
‘Emperor Jones,’ which ran up a 
swelegant $15,000 last week, and 
this week ‘Horse Play’ from Uni- 
versal and ‘Fury of the Jungle’ from 
Columbia; together with Henry 
Santrey’s band on stage they’re 
gross-pullers for the theatre. So 
despite its product, the Fox remains 
the chief thorn in the side of com- 
petitors. e 

Another example of what the 
price cuting, double billing and all- 
round gouging has forced houses 
into is the Paramount which is now 
double billing major product at 40c 
top and doing lots of biz. Current 
is ‘Fugitive Lovers’ split with 
‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ the latter 
getting some effective publicity by 
presence in the east of Adele 
Pearce, local gal who took bows 
from the stage opening night. 

James Cagney continues his usual 
draw at the Warfield in ‘Lady 
Killer,” an ace stage show and 
choice of the first run films coun- 
teracting the highest price in the 
town, Excellent exploitation, and 
class management continue to drag 
‘em in and make ’em feel that it’s 
worth the higher tariff. 

Eddie Cantor’s ‘Roman Scandals’ 
in its fourth week and small house 
is still getting evening holdouts, 
with every indication that pic is 
good for another fortnight. Herman 
Cohen, who also runs the Strand, 
holding ‘Road to Ruin,’ sexie, for a 
deuce stanza there. 

‘Women in His Life’ and ‘Rafter 
Romance’ are rather lightweight 
for the Orpheum and take won't be 
up to that of past few weeks. For- 
eign film ‘Red Head’ holding for a 
second week at the Filmarte. 

Golden Gate back to its regular 
schedule with ‘Man’s Castle’ and 
stage shows and biz is quite good 
but not heavy. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-35)—‘Horse 
Play’ (U) and ‘Fury of Jungle’ 
(Col), split, with Henry Santrey’s 
band and entertainers on stage, 
Heavily sold and heading for very 
good $13,000. Last week saw ‘Em- 
peror Jones’ (UA) after two road- 
show weeks at the Columbia, come 
in on a split bill with ‘Riders of 
Destiny’ (Mono) and 10 vaude acts 
and mop up at $15,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 25-35- 
40)—‘Man’s Castle’ (Col) and stage 
show. Back to usual pace of about 
$13,000, after ‘Flying Down to Rio’ 
(RKO) got bangup $25,000 in nine 
days. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Women in His Life’ (MG) and 
‘Rafter Romance’ (Par), split. Gross 
is down to $7,000 after $11,000 on 
‘Cross Country Cruise’ (U) and ‘Ace 
of Aces’ (RKO), former heavily and 
neatly sold. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,400; 25-35- 
40)—‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and ‘8 
Girls in a Boat’ (Par), split. Bob 
Montgomery a draw and latter’s ef- 
fective publicity helping to okay 
$14,000. Last week, second of this 
new policy, got $13,500 on ‘As Hus- 
bands Go’ (Fox) and ‘Miss Fane’s 
Baby’ (Par). 

Strand (Cohen) (900; 25-40)— 
‘Road to Ruin’ (Prin) (2nd week). 
Enough stags coming in to total 
$1,400 after big first week of near- 
ly $2,000. 

United Artists (1,400; 25-35-40)— 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) (4th week). 
Cantor’s a good come-on as $8,500 
for this stanza indicates, after 
bangup $10,500 on third week. Still 
holds over. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,700: 35-45-65) 
—Lady Killer’ (WB and stage 
show. Cagney sure tire draw and 
good at $18,500. Last week, second 
of ‘Dancing Lady’ (MG), which was 
first time Warfield ever hefa over 
a show, was very good at $17,500, 
after a smashing $29,000 first week, 





RALPH MORGAN RELEASED 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 


Fox has released Ralph Morgan 
from his contract which had until 
next September to run. 

Morgan goes to Columbia, free- 
lancing on ‘Paul Street Boys.’ He 


was set to do ‘Murder in Trinidad’ 
when released by Fox. 


ep! 
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Chi B.0. Pace Okay as Grosses 
Climb 15%, in Month on Vaude 


Impetus; Hollywood’ Tops at 16 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Much better morale throughout 
the town at present. Business has 
been consistently better since the 
holidays. This takes in not only the 
neighborhoods but the loop. Esti- 
mated that the gross pickup has 


been 15% in the past month and the 
trend continues upwards. 

Much of this pickup is credited to 
the sudden increase of vaude 
throughout the Balaban & Katz and 
indie stands. There are now seven 
full-week stands in Chicago, includ- 
ing such neighborhoods as the Mar- 
bro, Uptown, Southtown and Capi- 
tol, besides the three loop spots. And 
three other houses are ready to add 
vaude for full weeks. 

Besides these full stands there are 
approximately 20 split-week outfits. 
All which started some six months 
ago by skillful vaude booking at the 
B. & K. Congress on week-end 
dates. The excellent results at the 
Congress induced B. & K. to add 
houses one after another until there 
are now 10 B. & K. nabe spots play- 
ing week-end dates with B. & K. 
admitting that it was the excejlent 
work on these bookings that boosted 
grosses as much as 75% on week- 
ends. 

Business in the loop is good this 


week. The ace Chicago will make 
plenty with ‘Going Holly wood,’ 
which is likely to touch $42,000. 


‘Dinner at Eight’ is clicking easily 
on its pop-priced run at the Oriental 
and on present pace looks like 
smashing $25,000, fattest mark at 
this house in many weeks. 

Both the Palace and the State- 
Lake are depending on their vaude 
shows currently and both are doing 
well. Cantor is going into his fourth 
week in ‘Roman Scandals’ and will 
clear out this Wednesday (17) after 
a clean-up stay. Other United Art- 
ists pictures are backed up and 
hollering for screen space. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B. & K.) (3,940; 35-45- 
75)—‘Going Hollywood’ (MG) and 
stage show. Excellent variety show 
is backing up the draw of the pic- 
ture. Will Mahoney, Don Carlos 
band, Gomez and Winona. Picture 
is a cinch for $42,000, an emphatic 
money-maker at this week’s over- 
head. Last week Mary Pickford 
drove a hard bargain with B. & K. 
but the firm came out on top despite 
the heavy padding on the expense 
sheet, doing a roaring $57,100, which 
was plenty in the black. 

McVicker’s (B&K) (2,284; 25-35) 
—‘By Candlelight’ (U). B. & K. has 
consistently found that Saturday 
openings are not good yet persists 
in opening long run pictures on the 
week-ends. This opened slowly on 
Saturday (13) but excellent notices 
and word-of-mouth starting to build 
and likely to touch $13,000, good. 
Picture is of the type generally con- 
sidered pie here. Last week, ‘Con- 
vention City’ (WB) finished fairly 
at $11,200. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 40-50-60) 
— ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG). Comes 
in here after a four-week $1.50 stay 
at the Apollo a couple of months 
ago when it did only so-so trade. 
In this house doing happy biz at 
pop figures. Getting a well-rounded 
play at all hours and all classes 
which makes it an easy winner at 
$25,000 for the opening week. Last 
week, ‘Design for Living’ (Par) fin- 
ished a three-week ride at good 
$10,200, with picture showing better 
pace strength at closing than at the 
beginning. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83)— 
‘If I Were Free’ (RKO), and ‘Cotton 
Club Revue’ on stage. Steady trade 
currently with more power on stage 
than on picture. On the right side 
of the ledger at good $23,000. Last 
week, ‘Counsellor at Law’ (U) 
steamed the box office neatly to 
hotcha $27,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Sons of the Desert’ (MG). House 
is becoming a five-day stand. Cur- 
rent Laurel and Hardy slated for an 
exit this coming Friday with ‘As 
Husbands Go’ (Fox) to _ replace. 
Looks fair at $7,000 for stay. Last 
week, ‘Women in His Life’ (MG) 
starved and yanked at miserable 
$5,700. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-30- 
40)—‘Master of Men’ (Col) and 
vaude. House in on the general 
climb and headed upwards to $17,- 
000, fine. Last week, ‘Goodbye Love’ 
(RKO) slammed around but house 
got by on its general rep which kept 
the register in line at good $16.200 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-65)—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) 
Three and half weeks for this Can- 
tor picture and all the way through 
to exceedingly pleasant figures. On 
final week looks capable of touch- 
ing $14,000, potent for the length of 
stay. ‘Gallant Lady’ (UA) comes in 
Wednesday (17) to be followed by 
‘Moulin Rouge’ (UA). 





‘Century Progress’ Revue 
Sends Indpls. to $16,500 


Indianapolis, Jan. 15. 

‘Century of Progress Revue,’ which 
is the first stage show to be pre- 
sented at Loew’s Palace in six years, 
is getting plenty of attention this 
week and it dominates the down- 
town business with a smashing $16,- 
500 pace. Fugitive Lovers’ is the 
screen fare at the Loew house, but 
it’s the stage show that is the mag- 
net. The Lyric, which has been 
having the only vaude in town, felt 
the competition a little and slid 
down to no better than a par week 
of $6,000 after more than a month 
of fast traveling at a clip around 
two grand higher than that. 

There's nothing else on the hori- 
zon with the big Indiana floundering 
badly with a split week policy while 
the Apollo lost its consistent femme 
trade with a try at a western, Fron- 
tier Marshall.’ The Circle never got 
going with ‘Let’s Fall in Love.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (lourth Ave.) (1,100; 20- 
25-40)—‘Frontier Marshall’ (Fox) 
Questionable booking in this house 
Take is only $2,750, bad. Last week 
‘Counsellor at Law’ (U), $3,200 
meager. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) 
—‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col). Ed- 
mund Lowe featured along with 
musical angle, but neither one means 
a thing and the gross shows it at 
only $4,000, light. Last week ‘Henry 
8th’ (UA) over the top at $6,400 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 20- 
25-40)—‘House on 56th Street’ (FN) 
and ‘Havana Widows’ (FN), split. 
Verv dull at $3.900. Last week, 
‘World Changes’ (FN) for only four 
days and last half of week with 
‘Sitting Pretty’ 
$5,000, mild. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 20-25-40)— 
‘Bombay Mail’ (U) and vaude. Felt 
the stage show competition at the 
Palace and slipped somewhat, $6,000 
par only. Last week, ‘Lady Killer 
(WB) and vaude very good at $7,500. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew’s (2,800; 25- 
35-55) —‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and 
‘Century of Progress Revue.’ House 
courageously kept advanced prices 
in face of low price competition, but 
ran strong and steadily to reach 
$16,500, wow and socko. Last week, 
the holdover stanza of Dinner at 
Kight’ (MG), no better than fair at 
$5,500 with expectations being 
higher, 


COMPETISH IN BOSTON 
BREAK FOR CUSTOMERS 


Boston, Jan. 15. 

Town's biz currently much 
brighter than last week. Extra pep 
is lent by the race just started by 
Met vs. RKO, Boston. 

With both spots out to bring in 
the best obtainable, the public ain’t 
going to lose. Proving again that 
competish is life of trade and helps 
everybody, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Man’s Castle’ (Col) set to snatch 
$13,000. Last week ‘Flying Down to 
Rio’ (RKO) on its second week 
pulled $7,000, nifty enough. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000: 35-50-65)— 
‘Let’s Fall in Love’ (Col) and Bert 
Lahr topping a gala vaude bill: 
Swinging house back to its stride 
before the slump last week. Prob- 
ably $24,500. Last week ‘Fog’ (Col) 
and Amos ’n’ Andy topping bill; 
short of expectations at $20,500. 


25-40) 


(2,600; 





Orpheum (Loew's) (3,000: 30-40- 
50)—‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) and 


fine vaude; another week of bangup 
biz resulting from strong program 
Full steam ahead for $16,000, jim 
dandy. Last week ‘Going Holly- 
wood’ (MG), $15,500, took it on chin. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG), doing nice- 
ly, apparently due to Robert Mont- 
gomery. Should shove through to 
excellent $12,500, creamy. Last week 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) one of best 
the uptown Loew house has had in 
moons, shooting high at $14,500. 

Met (M&P) (4,330: 30-40-50-65)— 
‘Miss Fane's Baby Is Stolen’ (Par) 
and Cab Calloway show on stage; 
latter packing ’em to. standees 
nights, good big biz daytimes;: result 
is prospects of $31,000, rich. Ea 
Smith has town talking over his list 
of coming shows, Mary Pickford 
next, and big ones to follow. Last 
week ‘Mr. Skitch’ (Fox) and stage, 
came through to profitable $24,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 35-45- 
55)—‘Eight Girls in Boat’ (Par) and 
Olsen’s Big Moment’ (Fox), poorest 
program this pop spot has had in 
long while; yet biz quite hefty for 
the fare. Appears good to strike 
$8.500. Last week ‘Havana Widows’ 
(FN) and ‘Hell and High Water’ 
(Par) $9,560, scrumptious. 





Hollywood’ 





(Par) chalked up | 





BUFFALO IMPROVES 


$15,000, ‘Blood Money’ 
and Unit’ $10,000. 


Buffalo, Jan. 15. 


Grosses holding their own cur- 
|rently, after indications of weak- 
ness last week. Good programs 


helping. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55) 
‘Going Hollywood’ (Par) and stage 
show. House celebrating fifth an- 
niversary with heavy stage show. 
Picture being received indifferently. 
About $15,000 indicated. Last week 
‘Gallant Lady’ (U.A.) and stage 
show. Well liked, but failed to 
meet expectations; $17,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40). ‘Blood 
Money’ (UA) and ‘Hot Chocolates’ 
unit will help boost gross over 
$10,000. Last week ‘Hoopla’ (Fox) 
and ‘Student Prince’ tab. Latter 
played major part in week’s figure 
of $11,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40). 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA). Running 
start with U.A. giving the feature 
plenty of newspaper space. Should 
go over $10,000. Last week ‘Din- 
ner at Eight’ (MG) in second week 
rather below anticipated business at 
$7,300. Got $21,000 in the two weeks. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25). ‘The 
World Changes’ (FN) and ‘Girl 
Without a Room’ (Par). Return to 
double features showing signs of 
catching on. Nice $7,600. Last week 
‘Havana Widows’ (FN) and ‘Hell 
and High Water’ (Par). $7,000, a 
good figure at the 25c. tariff. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35). 
‘Above the Clouds’ (Col.) and vaude. 
Neat show should do good $10,000. 
Last week ‘Cy Candlelight’ (Un) and 
vaude. Fell back siightly, but 
bettered $9,000. 


PROV. HOLDING 
UP; GOOD FARE 


Providence, Jan. 15. 

Looks like another hotcha week 
for most stands. Weather man has 
been extremely kind, and every- 
body’s happy. Biz pretty well dis- 
tributed, there being no particular 
standout. 

Loew's State and Fay’s have slight 
edge over other stands, largely be- 
cause of vaudeville. Opposish for 
straight picture houses is particu- 
larly strong, stage shows way above 
average. Picture fare boasts of 
names with drawing power. 

‘Fugitive Lovers,’ at Loew’s, with 
Lew Parker’s ‘Antics of 1934’ head- 
ing stage show. Close to $13,000 an- 
ticipated. ‘Big Shakedown’ is prin- 
cipal picture at Fay’s, ‘King’s Scan- 
dals’ topping variety bill. Looks 
like a nice $7,300. 

‘Convention City’ and ‘Solitaire 
Man’ at Majestic has slight edge 
over ‘White Woman’ and ‘Girl With- 
out a Room’ at the Paramount, ma- 
jestic garnering at least $7,200, near- 
ly a grand more than the other spot. 

Amos 'n’ Andy in twoday appear- 
ance at the RKO Albee, with ‘Car- 
nival Lady’ on the screen. Tilted 
prices for the week-end engage- 
ment brought close to $2,500, radio 
stars doing four shows daily. 

Ann Corio at Modern should help 
to pep things up at this burlesque 
spot. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40) — ‘Big 
Shakedown’ (WB) and vaudeville. 
Bill apparently to the liking of the 
natives, slow in starting but picking 
up. House anticipates at least $7,- 
200, nice. Last week ‘I Was a Spy’ 
(Fox) and vaudeville, with Molasses 
and January headlining; very good 
at $7,500. 

Loew’s State (3,200 15-25-40)— 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and vaude- 
ville. Another evenly balanced bill; 
assured of at least $13,500, oke. Last 
week ‘Roman Scandals’ (UA). Ed- 
die Cantor bettered his last record 
here when gross hurdled marvelous 
$19,300. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Solitaire Man’ (MG) and ‘Conven- 
tion City’ (WB). Best double fea- 
ture bill in town, and the natives 
know it. House should have no dif- 
ficulty in getting at least $7,200, 
good. Last week ‘Mr. Skitch’ (Fox) 
and ‘House on 56th Street’ (WB) 
exceeded all anticipations at $9,100, 
big. 

Paramount 
‘White Woman’ 
Without a Room’ 
$6,500, oke. Last week ‘Design for 
Living’ (Par) and ‘Rainbow Over 
Broadway’ caught $9,800 for nine- 
day run. 

RKO Albee 
‘Horseplay’ (U) 
Large’ (Helber), double. Four-day 
run will be around $3,800. ‘Carni- 
val Lady’ (Goldsmith) and Amos 
’'n’ Andy on stage Saturday (13) 
and Sunday (14) only; eood at 
$2,500 with prices boosted to 50c. 
Last week ‘Flying Down to 
(RKO) on holdover very nice at 
$5.500. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 19-15-25)— 
‘Picture Brides’ and ‘Buffalo Bill, 
Jr. Around $1,100 for four days on 
split week. Last week ‘Before 
Morning’ and ‘Her Mad Night’ also 
oke at $950 on split week. 








15-25-40— 
(Par) and ‘Girl 
(Par). Close to 


(2,200; 


(2,200; 
and 


15-25-40)— 
‘Criminal at 


Rio’ | 





B’way Generally Strong; ‘8 Girls 
2.000; ‘Spy’ Nifty 35G; ‘Fugitive 
40G; ‘Sons’ 14G; Lederer 656, NSG 





While business appears spottier 
this week. than since Christmas, 
with lack of box office draft largely 
responsible, January bids fair to end 
up strong. 

In addition to generally improved 
conditions in all industry, increased 
employment, repeal and other fac- 
tors which either multiply or loosen 
dollars for the theatres, last week’s 
auto show and the presence in New 
York of many out-of-town buyers 
has been stimulating business. Jan- 
uary is buyer’s month and city is 
flooded with representatives from 
all over the country. They are al- 
ways good box office on their peri- 
odie visits to New York. 

Oddly enough, since it’s one of the 
sights for the out-of-towners, the 
Music Hall this week is disappoint- 
ing on its box office countup. ‘Man 
of Two Worlds’, Francis Lederer’s 
first picture, will not do $65,000. 
This is poorer than the house did 
the previous week with ‘If I Were 
Free,’ with under $70,000. 

Paramount and Capitol are both 
doing fairly well, former with ‘Eight 
Girls in a Boat,’ which is paced for 
$42,000, latter with ‘Fugitive Lovers,’ 
maybe $40,000. Cap opened a little 
disappointingly, but is holding up 
better than the Hall on its dive after 
reviews got out. Par has Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians on its stage this 
week, with band attraction figured 
to be furnishing stable support for 
the picture. 

‘I Was a Spy,’ a British-made at 
the Roxy, received generally good 
notices and is building on a chance 
to connect for a possible $35,000. ex- 
cellent. It’s the first week of Rube 
Wolf, m. c. here, and that won’t be 
a bad break for him, either. 

The first Laurel and Hardy com- 
edy to go to the Rialto, ‘Sons of the 
Desert,’ is drawing strongly and, 


gaited for around $14,000 on the 
week, will be held over. Picture 
played Brooklyn first run before 


Arthur Mayer brought it in here 
Friday (12), the prior date across 
the river apparently not hurting on 
this engagement. 

Cantor’s ‘Roman Scandals’ fell a 
little under expectations last week, 
getting $25,600, but is holding up 
stoutly on its fourth (final) week. 
It should end up somewhere be- 
tween $17,000 and $18,000 after a 
very profitable month's run. ‘Gal- 
os Lady’ (UA) opens Saturday 

Second week of ‘Flying Down to 
Rio’ at the RKO Center will be fair- 
ly good, $11,000 or so after first 
seven days’ take of $15,000. 

Neither of the Warner houses, 
Strand or Hollywood, are in the 
money this week. ‘Easy to Love’ 
will be fortunate to touch $12,000 at 
the Strand, while reissue of Disraeli’ 
at the other house is pretty lack- 
lustre at indicated $6,500. Warners 
are opening ‘Fashions of 1934’ 
Thursday night (18) on a $10 pre- 
miere. 

Next for the Strand is ‘Massacre,’ 
with Dick Barthelmess. It'll prob- 
ably come in Thursday night (18). 

After a slow week on ‘Before Mid- 
night,’ which couldn’t get more than 
$6,200. Mayfair last night (Monday) 
brought in ‘Myrt and Marge.’ 

State fairly bullish with ‘Dinner 
at Eight,’ Palace sluggish with ‘If I 
Were Free,’ probably not more than 
$11,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; $1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Queen Christina’ (MG) (3d week). 
Looks to be in for a fairly good 
run. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and stage 
show. Off to a disappointing start 


after a big ad campaign and will be 
lucky to hurdle $40,000, fairly good 
but under expectations. Last week 
‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) on holdover 
just under this. 


Hollywood (1,553; 35-55-75-85)— 
‘Disraeli’ (WB). Reissue of the 
Arliss picture, best he ever made, 


meaning nothing on Broadway; only 
$6.500. ‘Fashions of 1934 (WB) 
opens Thursday night (18). 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)—‘Myrt 
and Marge’ (U). Premiered here 
last night (Monday) after a week 
of ‘Before Midnight’ (Col), which 
failed to excite, $6,200, but not red 
for house, 

Palace (1,700; 35-40-55-75)—‘Tf I 
Were Free’ (RKO) and vaude. No 
draft in this one to speak of and 
$11,000, maybe less. ‘Bombay Mail’ 
(U), here the previous week on first 
run, did a little better, around $12,- 
009. 

Paramount (3,664: 35-40-55-75)— 
‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ (Par) and 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians on stage. 
Waring band sturdily supporting 
this picture for a possible $42,000, 
good. Last 
for Living’ (Par) finished to $40,000 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 40- 
60-&°-99-$1.65) -—— ‘Man of 
Worlds’ (RKO) and stage 
This is the first anniversary 


show 


weed 


week, second of ‘Design | 
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‘of the Music Hall, which went heav- | 








ier for advertising but the result 
will be disappointing, gross going 
under $65,000. ‘If I Were Free’ 


(RKO), in ahead, did considerably 
better, winding up near to $70,000: 

Rialto (2,000; 35-40-65)—‘Sons of 
the Desert’ (MG). Will hold over 
all or portion of a second week after 
pace that suggests good $14,000 in 
initial seven days. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Man’s Castle’ (Col), $11,000. 

Rivioli (2,200; 40-55-75-85)—‘Ro- 
man Scandals’ (UA) (4th week). 
Final week for the Cantor musical 
will be above expectations, between 
$17,000 and $18,000 after a third 
week which held the picture down 
to $25,600 when better than that 
was hoped for. ‘Gallant Lady’ (UA) 
opens Saturday (20), ‘Moulin Rouge’ 
(UA) to follow that. 

RKO Center (3,525; 25-40) —Fly- 
ing Down to Rio’ (RKO) (2d week). 
This is getting to be a run house 
the way it looks. ‘Flying Down’ on 
its holdover week is maintaining 
good pull and probably around $11,- 
000 will be the result. First week 
was $15,000. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55-65)—I Was 
a Spy’ (Gaumont-Fox) and stage 
show. Foreign-made picture rat- 
ing and_ getting the business; 
chances good to hit $35,000 or more. 
Last week ‘By Candlelight’ (U) also 
good, $28,200. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75-85)—‘Easy 
to Love’ (WB). Short on draft, $12,- 
000 looks tops, with ‘Massacre’ 
(WB), next on books, probably com- 
ing in Thursday night (18). Last 
week ‘Lady Killer’ (WB) on hold- 
over beat that a little, $14,300. 

State (2,000; 35-55-75)—‘Dinner 
at Eight’ (MG) and vaude. Names 
on ‘Dinner’ assures better than 
average b.o. bait, so maybe $17,000. 
Last week ‘Going Hollywood’ (MG) 
failed to prove as strong, around 
$16,000. 


‘DANCING LADY’ 136’S, 
CANTOR 3D WK., MONT’L 


Montreal, Jan. 15. 

Eddie Cant panicked the town 
again last week and takes a third 
call in ‘Roman Scandals’ currently. 
Picture will top $30,000 for its three 
weeks’ run at the Princess on 50¢c 
top and with under 2,000 seats, 
pretty nearly a record and not 
touched for over two years. 

His Majesty’s showing English 
pantomime, ‘Robinson Crusoe’ sure 
of a good week with Old Country- 
ites flocking in and at $2 top may 
get $9,000. Palace with ‘Only Yes- 
terday’ and ‘Love, Honor and Oh, 
Baby’ looks like getting away with 
some nice money and should collect 
at least $10,000. Capitol has the big 
draw of the week in ‘Dancing Lady,’ 
Gable-Ciawford combo, that should 
hit around $13,000. Loew’s on last 
week of vauce, ‘Should Ladies Be- 
have’ (MG) and Lita Grey Chap- 
lin, personally, cannot be much un- 
der $12,000. Princess on third week 
‘Roman Scandals’ good for $9,000. 








Imperial takes a week off with 
French operetta company, sub- 
scription-based show. Cinema de 
Paris has ‘Il Etait Une Wois’ and 
will gross usual $1,500. 

Nabes picking up a little, but 
still plenty in red. 


Estimates for This Week 
His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50-$2) 


‘Robinson Cru:oe’ (legit) English 
pantomime, not seen here in many 
years, pretty certain to get good 
money around $9,000. Last week 
‘Charley’s Aunt,’ $4,000, 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Only 
Yesterday’ (U) and ‘Love, Honor 
and Oh, Baby’ (U). Looks strong 
for $10,000. ‘Little Women’ (RKO) 


last week had a good week at $11,- 
500. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Dancing 
Lady’ (MG). Sure to top the town, 
$13,000 or better. Last week ‘Her 
Sweetheart’ (MG) attracted $11,000. 


Loew’s (FP) (3,200: 65) ‘Should 
Ladies Behave’ (MG) and vaude 
with Lita Grey Chaplin headlining. 
Last week of vaude with good 
chances for $12,900. Last week 
‘Hoop-La (Fox) and five acts vi ude 


grossed 


at $10,000. 


Princess (CT) (1,900; 50) ‘Roman 
Scandals’ (UA) (3d wk) and ‘Mas- 
ter of Men’ (Col). Grossed close on 
$25,000 past fortnight and should 
add another $9,600 currently. 

Imperial (Fra.uce-Film) (1,690; 
5-75) French operetta company, 
Should hit usual figure around $2,- 
500. Last week ‘Pour Etre Aime’ 
$1,750. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600:59) ‘Il Etait Une Foils,’ $1,500. 
Last week ‘Etoile de Valence,’ 
$1,700. 
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a Design Bit Hich-Brow for Minn. 





Kate Smith on Stage 


with ‘If I Were Free’ 


Gets $12,000, Good 


Minneapolis, Jan. 15. 

Kate Smith and her unit 
show are grabbing off the lion's 
share of entertainment seekers’ at- 
tention here currently, propelling 
the Orpheum into the lead of the 
Jocal box-office procession. 

‘Design for Living’ is copping 
class trade at the Minnesota, but the 
masses aren't responding. After an 
enormous seven days at the 4,200- 
seat Minnesota, where it chalked up 
takings of nearly $18,000 at 40c top, 
‘Dinner at Eight’ moved over to the 
State for a second consecutive loop 
week at the same price scale. The 
Minnesota engagement took most of 
the cream off it, but it looks set for 
a very fair $7,000. It’s the second 
picture to go from the Minnesota to 
the State for a second consecutive 


week in the loop, the other being 
‘I'm No Angel.’ 

Weather again is a handicap to 
the show houses. 


Estimates for This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
40)—'‘Design for Living’ (Par). 


Strong selling campaign by Manager 
Harold Kaplan apparently avails 
little and patronage leaves much to 
be desired. Class trade much in 
evidence, but rank and file of fans 
seem to be passing this one by. Title 
a detriment here and star names 
don’t mean much in this town. Will 
be lucky to reach fair $9,000. Last 
week ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) $17,- 
$°0. Big. 

Orpheum (Singer) 
§55)—If I Were Free’ (RKO) and 
Kate Smith unit on stage. Miss 
Smith the entire draw. Stage show 
very pleasing and picture also okeh, 
but lightweight and doesn’t count 
for anything in a box-office way. 
Plenty of publicity and tie-ups for 
Kate. About $12,000 indicated. 
Pretty good. Last week, ‘Flying 
Down to Rio’ (RKO), $9,000. Good. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG). Moved 
over directly from Minnesota where 
it crocked ’em for seven days. Min- 
nesota engagement drained most of 
loose shekels, but second week may 
hit good $7,000. Last week, ‘I Am 
Suzanne’ (Fox), liked, but couldn’t 
make box-office grade and finished 
to poor $3,500. 

World (Steffes) (300; 25-35-50-75) 
—‘Waltz Time’ (Gaumont). Very 
favorably received by critics and 
patrons, but will do well to exceed 
fair $1,200 under generally unfavor- 
able conditions. Last week, ‘The 
ted Head’ (Auten), pulled after 
four days of second week when tak- 
ings dropped to $500 after very big 
$2,000 first week. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Little Women’ (RKO). A natural 
for this house and should land a 
very big $4,000. Last week, ‘Chris- 
topher Bean’ (MG), $2,500. Light. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB). Cork- 
ing picture for this house and looks 
set to top a nifty $3,500. Last week, 
‘Blood Money’ (UA), $2,800. Light. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Duck Soup’ (Par), second loop run, 
and ‘Ever in My Heart’ (WB), first 
run, split, maybe $1,100, Light. Last 
week, ‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) and 
‘Penthouse’ (MG), second runs, 
split, $1,500. Fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)—‘Girl 
Without a Room’ (Par) and ‘Wild 

3oys of the Road’ (WB), first-runs, 
split, should reach $900. Fair. Last 
week, ‘My Weakness’ (Fox) and ‘T 
Loved a Woman’ (FN), second runs, 
and ‘Lone Cowboy’ (Par), first run, 
split, $800. Fair. 


Wheeler & Woolsey-Lee 
Plus ‘Nellie,’ 22G, Wash. 


Washington, Jan. 15. 

Recent revival of wholesale disre- 
gard for regular opening days has 
boys doing much discussing pro and 
con. Local Loew’s office is only 
one definitely agin vanking pix out 
when they flop. Lads religiously 
open on Fridays. Others would just 
as lief pull a dead film after two 
days as not. 

Latter policy is getting a 
boost this week with stunt 
WB office pulled at Met. 
opened ‘Cradle Song’ on last Tues- 
day (9). Result was the pic got 
class trade as it would anyway, but 
caught in addition all the inveter- 
ate run-of-mill fans who has seen 
everything else by that time. And 
with the week-end taking care of 
itself, the seven days ending to- 
morrow (Tuesday) will show up 
o.k. where otherwise the gross 
might have been something else. 

Big money this week is going to 
Earle with Wheeler and Woolsey on 
stage and ‘Hi Nellie!’ Comics aren’t 
breaking record, but teamed with 
Muni in flicker should get big $22,- 
000. 


(2,890; 25-35- 








big 
local 
Boys 


Estimates for This Week 


Earle (WB). °(2,424; 15-25-35-40- 
60-60)—Hi Nellie!’ (WB) = and 


are ile . _ 


stage | 





+ 
| vauae. Wheeler and Woolsey plus 
Dorothy Lee is big draw on stage. 
Combined with Muni's appeal on 


| 


screen weak isn’t hitting record but 
is clicking with swell $22,000. Last 
week ‘Convention City’ (FN) built 
through word of mouth to nice 
$17,000. Doris Kenyon’s vaude 
debut got class trade. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60)—‘As Husbands Go’ (Fox) and 
vaude. Pic nicely ballyed as an- 


other ‘When Ladies Meet’ and get- 
ting the femmes. Stage show is no 
draw but helps when they go out 
talking. Result will be o.k. $22,000 
where only a fair week was ex- 
pected in face of opposition. Last 
week ‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and 
Max Baer on stage turned in o.k. 
$21,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 15-25-35- 
60)—‘Meanest Gal in Town’ (RKO). 
Plenty of bally as featuring big 
comedy stars, but papers rapped 
hard and itsn’t clicking. Maybe 
fair $5,000. Last week second of 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO) held 
up to o.k. $6,000. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 15-25-35-40-50) 
—By Candlelight’ (U). Critics were 
nice and with Nils Asther and Paul 
Lukas both getting the femmes 
week should see nice $6,500. Last 
week ‘Counsellor at Law’ (U) suf- 
fered from opposition but the hold- 
over paid a profit with satisfactory 
$4,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60)—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA). 
Doing usual nice Cantor business, 
probably big $22,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) 
stood up with very nice $12,000. 
Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50-60) 
—Cradle Song’ (Par). Juggled open- 
ing days and got quite a number of 
regular fans in addition to class 
trade. Week was better than ex- 
pected with fair $5,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 15-25-35- 
40)—‘Silk Express’ (WB). No names 
although papers were nice to it. 
Headed for light $2,800. Last week 
‘Going Hollywood’ (MG) came back 
after week at Palace to get big 
$5,000. 


NO VAUDE AT ORPH, 
BUT RETAINS SCALE 


Seattle, Jan. 15. 
Levy vaude is out at Orpheum 
this week and rumored to go into 


Paramount next, with Jules Buf- 
fano set to lead the band at Par- 
amount. Mischa Gutterson with 60- 
piece band steps into Roxy Sunday 
for one hour concert, similar to re- 
cent policy at Metropolitan. If it 
clicks, will continue indef. Roxy is 
showing some improvement this 
week with John Boles in ‘Beloved.’ 
Anson Weeks’ band is at the Fifth 
Avenue, but started mildly. ‘I'm No 
Angel’ is the magnet in return run 
to the downtown Coliseum and go- 
ing places, too. 
Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 23- 
35), ‘Advice to the Lovelorn’ (UA) 
indicated $2,500, poor. Last week 
‘Private Life of Henry VIII’ (UA) 
in five days of second week, fair 








$2,500. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25), ‘’m No Angel’ (Par) and 
‘Headline Shooters’ (RKO) dual, 
expected $5,300, very sporty. Last 
week ‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par) 
and ‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB) 
okay $4,300. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 


25-40), ‘Havana Widows’ (Par) with 
Anson Weeks on stage, no advance 


in prices and b.o. opened slowly, 
with indicated $10,000. Okay and 
building. Last week, ‘Mr. Skitch’ 


(Fox) slowed up, but not bad at 
$8,800, although below expectations 
after big opening. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 10-25), 
‘Cross Country Cruise’ (U) and ‘16 
Fathoms Deep’ (Monogram) dual, 
should do around $3,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Thundering Herd’ (Par) ‘His 


Private Secretary’ (Indie) dual, 
$3,300, slow. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35), ‘House on 56th St. (WB). Ex- 
pected $3,500, okay here. Last week 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO), second 
week, big $4,000, stepping nicely 
ahead of own competition across 
street at Blue Mouse. 

Orpheum (Oldknow) (2,700; 25- 
35), ‘Convention City’ (FN) and 
‘Miss Fane’s Baby Is Stolen’ (Par) 
dual, with vaude out, prices stay 


same; means nut cut $2,500 a week, 
and biz cut may be less—maybe— 
but this has never been good pix 
house, locally known as home of 
vaude. Orpheum just contracted for 
20 FN pixes. This week biz looks 
around $4,500, not bad. Last week, 
‘Smoky’ (Fox) and ‘From Head- 
quarters’ (WB) dual, with stage 
show, fair $6,000, but slowed from 
nice start. 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106- 





25-35), ‘Should Ladies Behave’ 


Cantor’s Strong 176 
Hi-lites Pitt; Man’s 
Castle’ Weak $4,500 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 15. 
Flock of class and b.o. attractions 
sending grosses up proportionately 
all along the line this week, with 


prospects for nice showing in most 
of the spots along Main Stem. 
Fairly stable business last few ses- 
sions seems definitely to indicate 
trend for better, and hope, which 
is always springing eternal, doing 
exactly that now. 

‘Roman Scandals’ at Penn open- 
ing topped even that of Cantor's 
previous ‘Kid From Spain.’ With 
any sort of break, should have no 
trouble hitting around that $17,000 
mark, almost double last week’s 
business and hotsy-totsy anytime. 
Also hitting for great mark is ‘Ber- 
keley Square’ at Fulton where rave 
notices and class trade promise to 
give house its best trade since 
‘Henry VIII.’ 

Pitt pushing right along under 
impetus of last few weeks and with 
tab ‘Shuffle Along’ and ‘I Was a 
Spy’ ought to collect $7,200 without 
much effort. That’s real dough here 
and represents a neat profit. Davis 
has ‘Little Women’ on a second run 
following film’s sensational two 
weeks recently at Stanley and while 
day-and-dating it with three nabe 
sites may hurt somewhat, there 
should be around $3,000 left for the 
downtown house anyway. 
‘Counsellor-at-Law’ at Stanley 
got away slowly and despite excel- 
lent opinions will have a fight over- 
coming marquee disadvantage:s. 
Evident that John Barrymore alone 
still isn’t a draw. Maybe $9,500. 
maybe not. Warner, too, shapes up 
as an in-an-outer with ‘Man's 
Castle,’ slight theme, hardly augur- 
ing for more than weak $4,600. 
Nixon opens tonight (15) with 
Queen Christina’ on a roadshow en- 





‘ 


gagement. One week all that’s set 
but second is likely since house 
doesn’t have a legit attraction 


booked until Jan. 29. 

Estimates for This Week 
Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-35)—‘Little 
Women’ (RKO). Davis day-and-dat- 
ing this one on a second run with 
at least three nabe sites, which wiil 
keep some or prospective down- 
town trade in the suburbs. Picture 
previously played two weeks at 
Stanley, only second film in house's 
h to hold over, but there 
should be at least $3,000, fair, left 
for Davis. Last week ‘Shadows of 
Sing Sing’ (Col) brutal at $1,800. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-35)—‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox). On 
strength of rave notices, class trade 
and word-of-mouth will easily go to 
$7,700, great. Last week ‘As Hus- 
bands Go’ (Fox) in four days a 
pleasant surprise at $3,300, 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Queen Christina’ 
(MG). Opens tonight (15) with one 
week set and second altogether 
likely since house doesn’t resume 
with legit for fortnight. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA). Can- 
tor sailing along to superior gross, 
with every indication of hitting even 
slightly above ‘Kid From Spain’ fig- 
ures, $17,000, with chance of goinz 
beyond that. Last week ‘Sitting 
Pretty’ (Par) in the doldrums at 
$8,000. 

Pitt (Schaffer) (1,600; 15-25-40) — 
‘I Was a Spy’ (Fox) and tab ‘Shuffle 
Along.’ Unit’ shows clicking great 
here and current combo looks like a 
sweet $7,200 anyway. Last week 
in only four days, but with five 
shows daily at 50c top and a Sun- 
day midnight preformance at six 
bits, house turned in the almost un- 
believable gross of $11,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 
— ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ (U). John 
Barrymore alone apparently no 
draw and title hardly figured to 
lure femme trade. Looks like a 
sluggish session of $9,500. Last 
week ‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO) 
clicked off a nice $13,000 and no 
complaints. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 


_ 


25-35-50) 


‘Man’s Castle’ (Col). Marquee 
strength missing and when word 
gets around that censors have 


butchered this one pretty badly, it’s 
going to hurt. It'll be a struggle 
to get even $4,500, n.s.h. Last week 
‘Son of Kong’ (RKO) a surprise 
click at $6,600. 7 





(MG) 
dual, indicated 
week ‘Dancing 
$3,800, nice. 

Rex (Cooper-O’Neal) (1,400; 25), 
‘Strange Case of Tom Mooney’ (1st 
Div) and ‘Madame Spy’ (U) dual, 
anticipated $1,500. Last week, ‘Eat 
"Em Alive’ (Indie) only so-so at 
$1,600. 

Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35), ‘Be- 
loved’ (U) with John Boles giving 
adv plugs, and Gutterson band for 
Sunday concert, expected $4,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Female’ (FN) 
three days, did $1,500; ‘Bombay 
Mail’ (U) four days, $1,250, slow, 
with week $2,750, weak. 


‘Orient Express’ (Fox) 
$2,800, slow. Last 
Lady’ (MG) at 


and 





ously reported weekly. 





NEW YORK 


Comparative Grosses for December 


Total grosses during December for towns and houses listed as previ« 
Dates given are the closing day of the week. 






















































































































































































Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
CAPITOL |Dancing Lady Dancing Ladies Going H’wood 
(5,400; 35-75-85- $67,800 $37,000 Behave $50,000 

1.10) (Stage Show) (2a week) $35,000 
High .$110,400 
Low.. 16,000 

PARA- Sitting Pretty Sitting Double Life Wonderland 

MOUNT $50,000 $21,500 $18,000 $55,000 
(3,664; 35-55-75- | (Stage Show) (2d week) 
9) (Gary Cooper 
High. $95,000 on stage) 
Low.. 14,000 

MUSIC Little Women| Counsellor Right to Down to Rio 

HALL $103,000 $85,000 Romance $95,000 
(5,945; 40-60-85- (3rd week $70,000 

99-1.65) (Stage Show) 

High .$118,000 
Low.. 44,000 

ROXY Hoopla Charming Jimmy and Mr. Skitch — 

(6,200; 25-35-55- $34,000 Deceiver Sally $30,000 
65) (Stage Show) $19,500 $19,000 

High.$173,600 
Low.. 7,000 P 

RIALTO Master of Without Hell, High Chance at | 
(2,000; 35-40-65) Men Room Water Heaven 
High. $72,000 $11,500 $12,000 $8,500 $9,000 
Low.. 5,200 

STRAND Son of Sailor Sailor Nora Moran Convention 
(2,900; 35-55-75- $15,800 $11,000 $7,200 City 

85) (2d week, 5 $20,000 

High. $81,200 days) 
Low.. 6,500 
CHICAGO 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
CHICAGO Hoopla Prizefighter House on Duck Soup 
(3,940; 35-45-75) $38,800 $28,800 56th St. $40,000 
High. $75,000 | (Stage Show) $27,700 (Dave 
Low.. 18,500 Apollon on 
stage) 
PALACE Little Women Women Lips Betray Betray | 
(2,583; 40-65-83) $32,900 $25,900 $25,500 $24,000 
High. $32,900} (New High) (2a week) (‘Take a (2d week) 
Low.. 10,000 (Vaude) Chance’ on 
stage) 
UNITED Henry VIII Christopher Cradle Song Roman 
ARTISTS $11,500 Bean $6,600 Scandals 
(1,700; 35-65) (2d week) $12,300 $33,000 
High. $43,500 
Low.. 3,300 
=3 
LOS ANGELES 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
DOWN- World Havana Disraeli Lady Killer 
TOWN Changes Widows and $9,000 
(1,800; 25-35-40- $6,200 $6,400 Headquarters 
High. $38,500 $6,000 
Low.. 5,000 
HOLLY- World Havana Disraeli Lady Killer 
woopD Changes Widows and $8,000 
(2,756; 25-35-40- $6,300 $6,800 Headquarters 

55) $5,700 
High. $37,800 
Low.. 3,100 

PARA- Design for Design Without Wonderland 
MOUNT Living $9,000 Room $17,000 
(3,595; 25-40) $19,000 (2d week) $13,000 
High. $57,800 | (Stage Show) (Blackstone 
Low.. 5,600 on stage) 
STATE Christopher Lips Betray Prizefighter Mr. Skitch 
(2,024; 25-40) B-an $6,700 $10,500 $12,500 
High. $48,000 $11,000 
Low.. 5, 
—3 
PHILADELPHIA 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan4 | 
EARLE Havana After Chief Son of Sailor 
(2,000; 40-55-65) Widows Tomorrow $14,500 $26,000 
High. $27,000 $25,000 $14,000 (Buddy 
Low.. 10,500 (Vaude) Rogers on 
(‘Vanities’ on stage) 
stage) 

FOX Berkeley Sq. | Husbands Go|!I Was a Spy| Mr. Skitch 
(3,000; 35-55-75) $15,000 $15,000 $13,000 $22,500 
High. $41,000 | (Stage Show) 

Low.. 10,500 
STANLEY Duck Soup |Sitting Pretty Sitting Wonderland 
(3,700; 40-55-65) $14,500 $17,000 $6,000 $8,000 
High. $48,000 (5 days) (6 days) 
Low... 3,750 
BOSTON 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan, 4 
KEITH’S Little Women Women Women Counsellor 
(4,000; 25-35-50) $37,000 $17,000 $15,000 $11,000 
High. $43,000 (2d week) (3d week) (4th week) 
Low.. 6,140 _ 
ORPHEUM Christopher Prizefighter Day of Dancing 
(3,600; 30-40-50) Bean $13,500 Reckoning Lady 
High. $23,000 $14,500 $11,000 $11,500 
Low.. 4,000 (Vaude) 
METRO- Hoopla Sitting Pretty | Lips Betray House on _ 
POLITAN $32,500 $23,500 $18,500 56th St. 
(4,330; 30-40-50- | (Stage Show) $18,500 
5) (Guy Lom- 
High. $69,006 bardo on 
Low.. 12,500] __stage) ot 
BUFFALO 
___Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
BUFFALO Dancing Christopher Masquerader | Sitting Pretty 
(3,600; 30-40-55) Lady Bean $10,000 $11,800 
High. $42,000 $31,000 $12,500 
Low.. 9,000 | (Stage Show) 
(Ben Bernie 
on stage) 
CENTURY Baron Solitaire Man Mad Game Wonderland 
(3,490; 25) $6,900 and $5,800 $7,000 
High. $21,000 Day of 
Low.. 3,200 Reckoning 
$4,000 
HIPPO- Stage Mother Walls of Lips Betray | Son of Sailor 
DROME $7,100 Gold $7,700 $9,000 
(2,400; 25-40) (Vaude) $7,800 
High. $22,000 
Low.. __3,600 











(Continued on page 23) 
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Cantor in 4th Week in Philly; Also Big 


In Person with Bombay Mail,’ $30, 0 


Philadelphia, Jan. 15. 

Philly is having its best stretch 
of picture business in a long time. 

In the fall, pictures with big reps 
were booked in for indefinite stays 
and had to be yanked. Lately the 
reverse has been true; prolonged 
runs have been the rule instead of 
the exception. Both ‘Little Wom- 
en’ at the Boyd and ‘Roman Scan- 
dals’ at the Aldine are being held 
for fourth weeks. The Boyd hasn't 
held a picture for two weeks, let 
alone a month, in a blue moon. 
Last week's $23,000 was about $1,500 
above expected biz, and this week 
should see $17,000 or $18,000. The 
Cantor picture, also coasting along 
well above indicated pace, hit $11,- 
000 in its third week and ought to 
get an easy $8,500 in its fourth, al- 
though attendance is just beginning 
to ease, 

‘I Am Suzanne’ and ‘Candlelight’ 
are other pictures to surprise with 
holdovers: the former got $18,500 in 
its second week at the Fox, and 


there were rumors of a third week. 
‘Candlelight,’ highly praised by the 


critics, hit $5,500 on its first week 
at the Karlton and is being held in, 
unprecedented for this little Chest- 
nut house which just recently 
changed its policy to show first- 
runs. 

The Earle is another house that 
is clicking. House was hitting 
around $14,000 and $15,000 in the fall 
and frequently falling to as low as 
$12,000; now it’s averaging over 

20,000 and hitting way past that 
mark frequently. Eddie Cantor is 
the headliner there this week with 

3ombay Mail’ on the screen. Over 
$30,000 is pretty definitely indicated 
by the pace of the first two days. 
Last week, with Bén Bernie and his 
revue, $22,000 was achieved, five 
grand more than predicted. 

‘Flying Down to Rio’ is doing a 
nice but not sensational trade at 
the Stanley where it should get 
$14,000 on its week and at least 
three extra days. Convention City,’ 
latest at the Stanton, figures for 
about $8,300, a little above recent 
average except holiday week. 

The Fox has ‘Orient Express’ on 
the screen and Donald Novis on the 
stage; looks like a sharp drop from 
the ‘I Am Suzanne’ trade, with not 
more than $16,000 indicated. 

Estimates for the Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘Roman 
Scandals’ (UA) (4th week). Ought 
to get $8,000 or $8,500 although drop 
in attendance has definitely begun. 
Last week’s $11, 000 was sensational. 

Arcadia 600; 5-35-40)—‘Sitting 
Pretty’ (Par). Ending week’s run 
today with $2,100; ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land’ (Par) tomorrow (Tuesday). 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—“‘Little 
Women RKO) (3d week). Should 
hit $17,500 in third after last week’s 
sensational $23,000. Stays a fourth. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—Bombay 
Mail’ (U) and Eddie Cantor as the 
big stage headliner. $30,000 should 
be easy and maybe a grand or two 
more. Last week, ‘Above the 
Clouds’ (Col) and Ben Bernie’s re- 
vue on the stage got a fine $22,000, 
way over expected figure. 

Fox (3,000; 30-40-65)—‘Oriental 
Express’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Donald Novis headlined. Sharp 
drop seen from recent pace. Maybe 


$16,000. Last week, I Am Suzanne’ 
(Fox) got $18,500 for its second 
week, remarkable. Different stage 
show. 

Kariton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘By 


Candlelight’ (U). Critics raved and 
picture was held in for second week, 
unprecedented at this house. Much 
slower pace with some doubt about 
picture getting full second week; 
maybe $3,500. Last week $5,500. 

Keith’s (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Mr. 
Skitch’ (Fox) and vaude, Ought to 
get around $6,500. ‘Wine, Women 
and Song’ (Chadwick) weak with 
$2,800 in four days. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘Flying 
Down to Rio’ (RKO). Doing pretty 
well and will get at least a part of 
a second week, $14,000 indicated. 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) got expected 
$6,000 in last three days. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-55)—‘Con- 
vention City’ (WB). Looks good for 
$8,300, little over house’s average. 
‘White Woman’ (Par) only $7,200 
last week. 


‘Dancing Lady’ 106, B’ham 


Birmingham, Jan. 15. 

One less picture house greets the 
public this week with the Jefferson 
dropping vaudfilm and going in for 
straight stock. House playing noth- 
ing but independent pictures could 
not draw down in that section of 
town. 

‘Dancing Lady’ gives the Alabama 
top place again this week with a 
bang-up $10,000. 

Business as whole is holding its 
own and up a good deal over last 
year 





Estimates for This Week 
(Wilby) (2,800; 30-35- 
ing Lady’ (MG). Okay 


Aiabama 
19) Dane 








$10,000, strong. Last week ‘Desigi) 
for Living’ (Par), $8,000. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30)—Ann 
Vickers’ (RKO). Just isn’t for 


B'ham, $1,900, blah. Last week ‘In- 
visible Man’ (U), $3,000. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—Jimmy 
and Sally’ (Fox) and ‘His Doubte 
Life’ (Par), split. Former pix okay 
but not much for latter, $1,200. Last 
week ‘Rafter Romance’ (RKO), $800. 
staggering. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25) — 
‘Captured’ (WB). In spite of im- 
pressive cast a no-go; war pictures 
no longer pull, $1,000. Last week 
‘Lady Killer’ lente $2,000, all right 





a Pic Is Tops 


In Cincy; ‘Fugitive 
Lovers’-Apollon 136 


Cincinnati, Jan. 15. 

Most pix patrons are making ‘Gal- 
lant Lady’ their No. 1 choice 
rently and its b. o. is close on the 
heels of the vaudfilm Palace with 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ and Dave Apollon. 
‘Convention City’ is bulging receipts 
at Keith’s and ’Going Hollywood’ 
has the Capitol in the black. Only 
major headache is ‘Advice to Love- 
lorn.’ 

Trade at smaller houses is around 
their average marks. 

Commencing Jan. 26 the indie 
Strand will go in for a small pres- 
entation policy in conjunction with 
screen fare by using two or three 
acts instead of five and adding a 
line of 10 girls and an m. c., with 
the house ork moved from pit to 
stage. Scale to remain at 25-35. 

This is the ninth and final week 
of Arthur M. Oberfelder’s dramatic 
road shows at $1 in the Cox. Cur- 
rent attraction is ‘Pursuit of Happi- 
ness,’ with Kenneth Harlan and 
Effie Shannon. A case of no dice, 
although plays were new to Cincy, 
well presented and accorded splen- 
did notices and extra plugs by the 
cricks. Court action by Max Gor- 
don from N. Y. last week for royal- 
ties on ‘Design for Living’ and 
‘Master’s Voice’ resulted in the tie- 
up of about $600 at the box office 
by deputy sheriffs. Matter was ad- 
justed at the other end and the 
money refunded. 

Auto show at Music Hall this 
week. It’s no hurt to theatres, the 
pull from natives being offset by 
visitors from out of town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-44)— 
‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) and Dave 
Apollon headlining vaude. Screen 
drama and comedy and musical 
stage program a good mixture and 
bringing $13,000, satisfactory. Last 
week ‘Aggie Appleby’ (RKO) and 
‘G. V. F’ tab got $14,500, fairly 
good. 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-44)—‘Gal- 
lant Lady’ (UA). Vehicle right 
down Ann Harding’s alley and roll- 
ing the heavy love fans for a plenty 
good $12,500. Last week ‘Flying 
Down to Rio’ (RKO) rounded out 
ll-day run with $9,000, nice. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-44)— 
‘Going Hollywood’ (MG). Bing 
Crosby and Marion Davies harmon- 
izing to tune of $9,000, smiles. Last 
week ‘Dinner at Eight’ (MG) con- 
culded fortnight with $8,000, pleas- 
ing 

Keith's: (Lisbon) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Convention City’ (WB). Dandy 
talent lineup and lotsa laughs fetch- 
ing a hefty $7,500. Last week ‘House 
on 56th Street’ (WB), $6,500, oke. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 35-44)— 
‘Advice to Lovelorn’ (UA). Dull 
starts indicates a too familiar role 
for Lee Tracy and a struggle for 
$3,500, beaucoup aspirin. Last week 
‘Counsellor at Law’ (U), $7,000, not 
bad. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 25-30)— 
‘Ace of Aces’ (RKO) first starter 
and ‘Son of a Sailor’ (WB) deucing, 
split, $2,100, normal. Ditto last 
week on ‘Mr. Skitch’ (Fox), extend- 
ed first run, and ‘I Was a Spy’ 
(Fox), initial screening, divided. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 1 6- 25)— 
‘Smoky’ (Fox) and ‘Hold the Press’ 
(Col), split. Exceptional horse fea- 
ture and Victor Jory an added mag- 
net for ‘Smoky’ and a heave to $2,- 
100 for above average. Last week 
‘Above the Clouds’ (Col) and ‘Cun 
Justice’ (U), split, $1,800. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 25-35)—‘Cur- 
tain at 8’ (Maj) and Fowler-Walsh- 
LaZarr revue topping five-act bill. 
Normal $2,200. Last week ‘King 
for a Night’ (U) and Carter revue, 
$2,800, one of reason’s best takes 


cur- 


Healy’s Stooge Short 
Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Ted Healy and his stooges are 
slated for another two-reeler 


|while the St. 








ae (RKO) (3,200: 25-40) 
i‘Counsellor at Law’ (U). This | 
story introduced on the speaking | 
stage, here, by Paul Muni, opened | 
nicely and should hold up for close 
to $8,000, fair Last week ‘Flying 


N. 0. OK 


‘Sitting Pretty’ and ‘Eskimo’ 
Strong for $10,000 


New Orleans, Jan. 15 
Pretty’ and 





‘Sitting ‘Eskimo’ vik 


for top b.o. honors currently For 
| mer is at the 
Loew's State with each heading fo. 
a neat week's diggings 

Orpheum is sponsoring ‘If | Wer: 
Free’ but is none too proud of it, 
Charles is hitting the 
high spots with ‘Counsellor-at-Law.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Saenger (3,568; 40) — ‘Sitting 
Pretty’ (Par). Musical got away 
nicely and seems safe for $10,000 


Last week ‘Invisible Man’ (U) fell | 


off to $8,000. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 40)—Eskimw’ 
(MG). House bally is doing some- 
thing for this one on the .ssump 
tion that it’s the type of picture 
which must be sold. It'll go to 
$11,000. Last week ‘Gallant Lady’ 
(UA) was perfect for the femmes, 
clicking the turnstiles to the tune o* 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (2,400; 35)—‘If I Were 
Free’ (RKO). Just ambling along, 
about $8,000 indicated. Last week 
‘Flying Down to Rio’ (RKO) closed 
a 10-day fiesta with $16,000 in. 

St. Charles (2,000; 25)—‘Counsel- 
lor-at-Law’ (U). May go to $3,500 
which is plenty hotcha. Last week 
‘Shadows of Sing Sing’ got just 
this side of $2,000. 

Tudor (700; 30)—‘ 
ing Persons’ (WB). Title is helping 
this Canal Street drop-in to a 
profitable $2,500. Last week a double 
bill of ‘Lady Killer’ (WB) and ‘Tar- 
zan’ (Prin), $2,200. 

Liberty (1,100; 15-25)—‘The Chief’ 
(MG). Ed Wynn is popular down 
here with ether fans which ought 
to get the film about $1,000. House 
opened this week. 


Mild Weather Favors 
Mountain Sports, but 
Not Denver Houses 


3ureau of Miss- 





Denver, Jan. 15. 

‘Convention City’ (FN) plus 
vaudeville is doing heyhey business 
this week at the Orpheum. House 
upped its gate from 40 to 50 cents 
but seemed not to be excluding any 
prospective customers for that rea- 
son. 

Weather is still ideal for trips 
into the mountains. Colder temper- 
ature would be more favorable to 
theatre attendance. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—‘One Man’s Journey’ (RKO), Viola 
K. Lee at the organ. Around $3,700, 
Last week ‘Morning Glory’ (RKO) 
turned in an average week of $3,500. 

Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-30- 
40—‘Girl Without a Room’ (Par). 
Stage show. Headed for $5,000. Last 


week ‘Design for Living’ (Par) 
turned in close to $6,000. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) (2d 


week). Edna Dodd at the organ. 
Follow up, $6,000. Out after 13 days 
for ‘Little Women’. Last week 
‘Roman Scandals’ (UA) on its ini- 
tial stanza, ran the gross up to three 
times normal and finished with $17,- 
500. First film to be held two weeks 
at the Denver. Holdouts to curb 
several days. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
5-40)—‘Convention City’ (FN), and 
stage show with Estelle Taylor 
headlining. Fred Schmitt’s orches- 
tra. Very nifty at $14,000. Last 
week ‘Ann Vickers’ (RKO) started 
good but tapered off to close with 
$11,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Rafter Romance’ (RKO) and 
‘Midshipman Jack’ (RKO). Split- 
ting for $2,700. Last week ‘Dinner 
at Eight’ doubled the average and 
took in $5,500. 


‘ROMAN SCANDALS’ AT 


25 GETS $20,000 





Kansas City, Jan. 15. 
‘Roman Scandals’ at the Midland | 
is the big noise this week and 


would not be surprising if it made | 
a new house record for the 25 cent | 


scale. Mainstreet has ‘Counsellor 
at Law,’ and will benefit from the 
good impression made by the stage 
version last season. 

‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ is on the 
Newman’s screen and opened nicely 
after some red-hot publicity. 


Last week was not so hot al-| 
though ‘Flying Down to Rio’ at the 
Mainstreet and ‘Gallant Lady’ at 
the Midland made good returns 


Estimates for This Week 


(RKO) got nice 


Metro, ‘Employment Agency for] $1 1.500. 
| Stooges’, an orig by Herman Tim-| Midland (Loew) (4,000 25) 
‘ berg. Roman Seandals’ (UA), First time 


Saenger and latter at} 





| . 
fa Cantor first run has been s 
| here for a quarter and it is ex 
| pected the record for admissions 
will be shattered. Estimated to go} 
1$20,000. Last week ‘Gallant Lady’ 
(UA), $12,000. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
\‘KRight Girls in a Boat’ (Par). Man- 


lots of space 
Title has cus- 
Expected to get 


agement got this one 
and a nice opening. 
| tomers guessing. 


about $7,000, good. Last week 
‘House on 56th Street,’ ditto. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)—‘I 


Am Suzanne’ (Fox). Nice Satur- 
day opening and held up well over 
Sunday. Should take $4,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Mr. Skitch’ (Fox) second 
week $4,009; _ goed for dt oatag 


‘Straightaway’ Dual With 
‘Before Midnight Slow | 
at $800 in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Jan. 15. 

Biz is starting to swing up and 
the incentive is likewise getting bet- 
ter. CWA dough being spent in 
profusion in this territory seems to 
be helping. 

Orph with Mr. Baer proving him- 
self an actor is in the last week of 
straight pics for a while. Under- 
stood vaude is going in with Cecil 
and Sally on first, week of the 29th. 
Policy may be intermittent after 
that, though. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
Captured’ (WB), average fare. 
Average take $800. Last week, 
‘Blind Adventure’ (RKO), and ‘Til- 
lie and Gus’ (Par), split, oke $900. 

Lincoln (TLC) (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Sons of the Desert’ (MG), looks 
good $2.700. Last week, Fugitive 
Lovers’ (MG), was weaker than 
average for past month; $2,300. 

Orpheum (LTC). (1,300; 10-25)— 
Prizefighter and the Lady’ (MG), 
expected to attract a pretty $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Meet the Baron’ (MG), 
subbed halfway by ‘State Fair’ 
(Fox), was a nice week; $2,200. 

Rialto (Bard) (1,000; 10-15-25)— 
‘Road to Ruin’ (Cap), and judging 
from the reception given other sex 
pics in this stand a very excellent 
$3,000 isn’t unreasonable. Last week. 
‘By Appointment Only’ (Ches), and 
‘Phantom Express’ (Indie), double 
billed with ‘Race Night,’ withdrawn 
by petition of blue nosers, blahed 
$1,000. 

State (Monroe) (500; 
‘Straightaway’ (Col), and ‘Before 
Midnight’ (Col), double billed, wil! 
feel good to draw a dawdling $800. 
Last week, ‘Counsellor at Law’ (U) 
after a slow start picked up a very 
nice $1,200. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Her Sweetheart’ (MG) (Chris. 
Bean). Oke for 3,400 here.| Uni 
Players did the legit version two 
months ago and to full houses for a 





10-15-25)— 


week. Last week, ‘Dancing Lady’ 
pape was plenty good enough at 
3,100. 


Ted wy at Ohio, 176, 
Monopolizing All Col. 


Columbus, Jan. 15. 

Being the closest big city to Ted 
Lewis’ home town, Columbus this 
week is giving the medicine man 
for the blues a homecoming party. 
and a real one. Lewis and his act 
are at the Ohio theatre together 
with ‘Women in His Life,’ and all 
the money in town is flowing that 
way. Should be near record for re- 
;} cent years. 

‘Convention City’ 
the Grand after 
with ‘Fugitive Lovers’ also ballyed 
| into prominence. Other feature is 
| Fiying Down to Rio,’ now playing 
| Majestic after a week at the Palace. 

Last week ‘Midway Nights’ on 
stage and ‘Day of Reckoning’ screen 
went way beyond early estimates at 
the Ohio after a light opening. 


Estimates for This Week 





also well up at 
mighty ballyhoo 


Palace (RKO) (3,074: 25-40)- 
‘Counsellor at Law’ (U). Hit by 
competish and hardly better thar 


$6,500 Last weel lying to Rio’ 

(RKO) heavy $13,000 and held over 

to Majestie this week 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000: 95-40) 

| ‘Women in His Life’ and Ted Lewis 
At 60c. 


top sirong and more: $17,000 
likely Last week, ‘Day of Reckon- 
ing’ (MG), and ‘Midway Nights’ on 


Stage 


, Food enough $14,500. 
Broad (Lo¢ w-UA) (2,500)—Fuei- 


itive Lovers (MG), also falls before 
| Lewis but fair enough $7,000, La 
|week, ‘Take a Chance’ (Par). fa 


| $5,800. 

| Grand (Neth) 
‘Convention City (WH) Che 
; 


| good play to $4.709 or better. L 


(1.100 


+ 
, | 
4 


».» Balto's Bis 3 Running $2,000 
Weekly Better Than Last Year 


Baltimore, Jan. 15 


Bure is finding itself abl to 


gradually shed its intense concern 


over biz. Though early in autumn 


there were several sessions of tough 


sledding, grosses of late have tilted 
to consistent profit plane. Of the 
larger houses, the Stanley suffered 


some financial pangs during latter 
part of its six weeks’ vaude try, but 
with readjustment of policy, biz at 
the elephantine deluxer nosed up- 
ward and since then house has been 
reaping harvest. 

Check-up and comparison ‘tween 
grosses past month and correspond- 
ing span year ago reveals marked 
tilt in takings. Stanley, Hippodrome 
and Century 





have nudged up and 
E are singly averaging about $2,000 
weekly over last year’s figures, with 
pie product of proportionate 
strength. The rise among the other 
houses not quite so appreciable, but 
at least promising. It’s a cheerful 
augury of general economic hypo 
that’s been instilled hereabouts of 
recent date, causing the exhibs to 
breathe easier and return that pre- 
depresh gleam to their orbs. 

Currently competish is plenty 
heated, with the boys staging merry 
fight for leadership. Looks like pair 
of rostrum shows, Hipp with ‘Strike 
Me Pink’ tab and Century counter- 
ing with Buddy Rogers unit will top 
the town and stand each other off 
with $17,000 apiece. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
35-40-5566)—‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG) 
and Buddy Rogers heading stage 
show. Pic has been heavily ex- 
ploited. Rogers exhibiting plenty 
potency at the wicket. Though he 
won't soar his figure to drafted ini- 
tial appearance here, first two days 
indicate snappy $17,000. Last week, 
‘Blood Money’ (UA) and _ stage 
show just under $15,000, good. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-66)—‘Let’s Fall in Love” 
(Col) and tab ‘Strike Me Pink.’ Pic 
that didn’t look so hot on paper, 
drawing word-o'-mouth heraldings; 
$17,000. Last week, ‘If I Were Free’ 
(RKO) and stage show headed by 
Fifi Dorsay pulled out with very 
good $14,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25- 
30-35-40-50)—‘Girl Without a Room’ 
(Par). Opened Saturday and start- 
ed sluggishly. The pic boasts no 
real marquee name, trio of reason- 
ably pop faves supply adequate lure. 
Also several shorts of ether sub- 
jects augmenting the program are 
recipients of justifiably heavy bill- 
ing. All angles merged, hiking 
gross to prancing $5,500. Last week, 
‘By Candlelight’ (U) well liked and 
greeted with cheerful $5,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30- 
§-40-50)—‘Frontier Marshall’ (Fox). 
Opening today (15). Hoss opry stuff 
nil on marquee strength and not 
due to get much consideration from 
shopping femmes, who are house's 
prime assets with their heavy mat- 
inee play. Doubtful if lingers full 
week and then not more than medi- 
ocre $3,000. Last week, ‘Bombay 
Mail’ (U) indifferent at approximate 
$3,200. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,450; 25-35- 
40-55-66)—‘Design for Living’ (Par). 
Sophisticated fare that’s right up 
the alley for class and carriage 
trade that form this giant swanker’s 
steadiest clientele. Will laugh its 
way to $14,500. Last week, "Roman 
Scandals’ (UA) big $20,000. 


Looks 0.K. in N.W. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 15. 
Theatre business in the territory 
is expected to be stimulated con- 
siderably by the $626,753,343 which 
the Federal Government is pouring 
in during the ensuing 12 months. 
The new money nearly doubles 
the entire farm income of Minne- 
sota, the Dakotas and Montana in 
1932, 











Sturges Scripts ‘Princess’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Preston Sturges has joined the 
Paramount writing staff to prepare 
the adaptation of ‘Thirty-Day 
Princess’ for the Schulberg unit. 








Picture i slated to tar Svivia 
(Sidney, and is from a story by 
Clarence Buddington Kelland. 
veek, ‘H n 56th Street’ (WI 
mild t ¢ 
Majestic RKO) L 15-39 
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33 Saw British Pictures Drop Old 


Formulas and 


Start Going Places 


By JOLO 

London, Jan. 6. 
Even the British papers found it 
difficult to find new adjectives for 
the 1933 British film product, 
definitely gave that much criticised 
of a 


which 
something world 
status. Hitherto the 
tures had been greeted with system- 
papers | 


industry 


atic raves from the local 
which were scarcely ever justified, | 
but the production of such films as} 
“The Private Life of Henry VIII” 
changed the complexion of things. 

The past year has been a year in | 
which the British picture got rid of | 
all the cant and hyperbole which 
surrounded it and settled down to 
do a real job. Its comparative suc- 
cess, been well | 
earned. 

At the beginning of the year the 
major hope of the London trade} 
was the Gaumont-British octopus, 
which, with films like “Rome Ex- |} 
press,” was cleaning up in the Eng- 
lish field and giving the product 
something of a name abroad. At} 
the end of the year London Film} 
Productions, Alex Korda’s company, 
which made the Charles Laughton | 
opus among others, had established 
itself as equal with the best in the 
British field despite the slightness | 
of its product from the angle of 
quantity. 

Add to this that British Interna- 
tional quietly renounced its policy | 
of making ‘em cheap and cheerful, | 
and you get the reason for the ad- | 
vance in the British film. BIP was 
the first in the field in a big way | 
here, and it had a great chance | 
some years back. But that chance 
was largely wasted through its de- | 
termination to make the majority 
of its pictures at a production cost 
not exceeding $100,000. Since this 
company withdrew that policy, how- 
ever, and started in on more im- 
portant films, it has reestablished 
itself and its 12-stage Elstree stu- 
dios should give the local industry 
a much needed impetus. 


Increased Costs 


Most significant change in the 
outlook of the British film has been 
its increased production cost, one) 


therefore, has 





of the reforms drastically needed. | however, are still all stage names. 


Gaumont-British led the field in 
this respect by spending $300,000 
($5 to the pound) on many of its | 
pictures. British International fol- | 
lowed into the spending field and | 
is budgeting that much money on)! 
its more important films. 

London Film Productions has 
beaten that figure very often, doing | 
so with a margin to spare on 
‘Henry.’ This firm’s latest picture, 
capitalizing the life of Catherine of 
Russia, is said to have cost over | 
$400,000, a record for this country. | 

The statistical hounds of the| 
press here reckon the British indus- | 
try’s production budget for 1934 will 
total $20,000,000, spread over slight- 
ly less than 200 pictures. When it 
is realized this figure includes a 
heavy list of quickies made by the 
indies, on which as little as $40,000 
will be spent per picture, the aver- 
age for the reputable studios must 
obviously be higher than before. 

Gaumont alone plans a production 
budget well over $5,000,000 and 
BIP’s schedule is only slightly under 
that figure. London Film Produc- 
tions, making perhaps eight pic- 
tures during the coming year, is apt 
to spend around $2,500,000. 


Home Market Still Top 


But the British film producer still 
has to realize that the major mar- 
ket for his product is his own in- 
ternal distribution system. British 
films have still to reach the state 
where they can sit back and budget 
for so many hundred thousand dol- 
lars from the States and elsewhere. 
Lately, however, British films have 
been crashing foreign markets in a 
worthwhile way, but the rank and 
file of native product can still only 
depend on England for its money. 

Booking values of the best Eng- 
lish films have increased tremen- 
dously during the last two years. 
There are now nearly a dozen of 
the local pictures which have 
grossed over $500,000 in the home 
market, a figure which compares 
favorably with the English gross of 
a big American picture. 

Probability is the English gross 
record will be split between ‘Henry 
VII’ and I Was a Spy.’ In this 
connection it may be noted that 
esuper-films from America are these 


British pic- | 


¥stage farce tradition which, having 


'eent product. 


| it. Lately the photographed stage 


'are still always interested to make 


costs not so strong. 


| British pictures because he knows 


‘figure not having been touched more 
than twice during the last year. If 


England can make films which can | 


reach $700,000 England is then mak- 
ing pictures with as direct an ap- 
peal to the local box office as the 
pick of Hollywood product. 

| On the foreign sales side the Lon- 
|don picture is making slow but 
steady progress. These markets are 
| being stormed and carried with cer- 
tain exceptions. But the figures re- 
sulting from such sales are nearly 
always poor to insignificant. If a 
British company could make two 
pictures a year which would get a 
reasonably good release throughout 
the States they would net far more 
for foreign sales from that one 
source than from the rest of the 


ITALIAN SHOW BiZ UP 





| Opera On Down Grade, But Pics., 
Legit, Vaude Healthy 


The annual meeting of the Fascist 
' National Council of Show Business 
‘reports better business in Italy for 
all forms of entertainment except 
opera, which is dragging badly. 

The biggest increases are in the 
cinema houses, which show an im- 
provement of between five and ten 
percent on last year’s figures. Leg- 
itimate and vaudeville also show 
slightly better returns. 


GERMAN FILM 
TOTALS UP 


| Rome, Jan. 5. 








world combined. | 
Drop Old Formula 

On the actual production side the | 
British industry has shown a merci- 
ful tendency to get away from the 
built up its first big successes, 
threatened to swamp its more re- 
When the London 
companies first started they bought 
readymade box office successes in 
the shape of stage comedy hits, 
photographed them straight, usually 
with the original casts, and then re- 
leased them knowing the laughs 
were surefire. The formula worked 
for a long time, too long, but audi- 
ences finally began to get tired of 


play has been at a discount and the 
bigger English firms have put such 
subjects into the background. 
Tendency to buy Hollywood 
names, as a means of crashing the 
American market, became prevalent 
here during the summer but has 
now eased up. The local producers 


a deal with nearly everyone who 
has had a Hollywood feature role, 
but the pay is not so high and the 
desire to bring them over at all 


This is generally reckoned here to 
be to the good. The exploitation of 
player personalities in the English 
studios has been sadly neglected. It 
is adjudged that more attention to 
talent spotting would do the indus- 
try more good than anything else. 
The b. o. names in the local studios, 


Dwarfing the Quota 
One thing emerging from the last 
12 months is that British producers 
have now worked the quota bill to 
a state where it is quite unneces- 
sary. The local exhibitor now wants 


he'll do good business with the best 
of them. 

About the only part of the coun- 
try which still holds out against the 
homemade film in the north of Scot- 
land where they give the razzberry 
to everything which comes out of 
the south. But even Glasgow pays 
important money to see Jack Hul- 
bert and Co. 


IN 33 


Berlin, Jan. 5. 


Totals for the past year of the 
German film market gives the num- 
ber of censored features at 213, of 
which 121 were German. That 
brings the total up 3, as against 
1932. 

The share of American pictures 
rose by 11 to 65, German produc- 
tion dropped 6, the other European 
supply dropped 2 to 27. German 
production covered 56.8% of the 
total as against 60% in 1932. Com- 
parative import figures, are offi- 
cially announced as follows: 

1933 1932 1931 

cesecsesce & 54 80 
opocsscescece 80 12 32 
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FEURGAYY ccccccvecs “ — 1 
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FPinnland .cicocesse ™ 1 oo 
Switzerland ...e66. — 1 _ 
EngiamG ..cccosseecs = —_— 3 
POURMER. cccccesesens = _ 5 


Seventeen pictures were downed 
by the censor, mostly foreign, and 
six of them readmited after cuts 
were made. 

German production was carried 
out by 59 producers and handled 
by 23 distribs. 65.8 percent of the 
manuscripts were original, (79 
pics), 19.2% were adapted from 
stories and novels and 15% screened 
operettas and legit plays. 

The 120 films had 128 authors, 64 
of them being written by several 
authors. Walter Wassermann has 
the lead among writers with 10 
films. 

Seventy-four directors were at 
work, Carl Boese leading with 10. 
The number of actors employed to- 
tals 739 as against 848 in 1932. 

This preliminary computation can 
give nothing but a vague survey 
of the results of Nazi film policy, 
too much old product being in- 
cluded, in the figures. 











Show Value in Tokio 





Tokyo, Dec. 27. 

New 5,000-seater, Nippon Gekijo, 
opens here Dec. 31, with plenty of 
value fu. money in initial program. 
Double-featuring ‘Cavalcade’ (Fox) 
and ‘Cold-Diggers’ (WB) and put- 
ting on a revue under Fumiko Ka- 
wabata, American-born Japanese 
dancing star. Will be biggest 
house in Japan, topping Toyo 
Gekijo in Osaka. Chaplin’s ‘City 
Lights’ (U.A.) will top second of 
the three-week bills. 

Another big Tokyo theatre is due 
to open in a week or so. Will be 
home of Takaradzuka Girls’ Opera 
Company when in the capital. Real 
home is at Takaradzuka, an amuse- 
ment resort between Kobe and 
Osaka, run by a traction company. 

Amusement world in Japan looks 
to be waking up. Osaka has opened 
two immense theatres in the past 
year (Kabukiza and Toyo Gekijo) 
and now Tokyo is following suit, 
with a third house scheduled for 
completion in the spring. Picture 
houses are trying to work block 
booking to tie up product and the 





days lucky to knock $700,000 out of | 


the English market, the $1,000,000 


foreign exchanges here are getting 
better prices. 


‘Cavalcade’ and ‘Gold-Diggers’ Plus Revue 
in New 5,000 Seater 





CAN’T DUB IN GHOST 
VOICE, COURT RULES 


Budapest, Jan. 5. 

A lawsuit, in which an interest- 
ing verdict has been delivered here, 
concerns ‘Paris Nights’, made here 
by Adolphe Osso last season. Andor 
Laszlo, baritone, who acted in the 
picture, discovered when the pic- 
ture opened that his voice had been 
substituted by someone else’s. He 
protested against this ghost voice, 
employed without his consent. 

Verdict was that picture pro- 
ducers had no right to insert a 
strange voice without consent of 
performing artist. Osso will have 
to pay damages. 








Ruth Draper Starts 
Capetown, Dec. 15. 
Ruth Draper, the American ac- 
tress, is due December 18 to give re- 
citals through the country. She 


U. S. Pics Big, 








Australian Show Biz Okay in 33: i 
British 





Mulling Mex Pix 


American film heads in Mexico for 
United Artists, Paramount and Me- 
tro got together at the Hays office 
Friday (12) for general chatter on 
the situation there, with the Hays 
execs and general foreign chiefs of 
all companies sitting in. 

Mexican reps are Jerry Sussman, 
Paramount; Walter Gould, United 
Artists, and Bernard Gottlieb, Me- 
tro. Just happened to happen that 
they’re all in New York for h.o. 
visits at the same time. 


Jazzified Japanese 
Pops Get U. §. Band 
Attention in Orient 








Tokyo, Dec, 27. 
Looks as if the troubles of Jerry 
Wood and his orchestra, who got 
into contract troubles with the 
Ginza dancehall here, are ended. 
American Consul-General Arthur 
Garrels stepped in as mediator, 
forced Japanese authorities to re- 
turn the boys’ passports and ob- 
tained permission for them to leave 
town to play dance and theatre 
dates. Argued that boys couldn't 
pay back 2,250 yen owed the hall 

unless they had a chance to work. 
New deal appears to be working 


out fairly well. Band played 
Kyoto Hotel (Kyoto), American 
Association (Tokyo), Country and 


Athletic Club (Yokohama), Yashima 
Hotel (Tokyo) and then went to 
Osaka for an eight-day stage date 
at the Toyo Gekijo, starting. Dee. 15. 
Burton Crane, VARIETY mugg, 
acted as m.c. and vocalist for this 
engagement, which broke all rec- 
ords for the theatre. 4,000-seater 
was filled for the first time since its 
heavily-papered gala opening. 

Other attractions were Barbara 

Stanwyck in ‘Baby Face’, (WB) 
which did not help, and a Japanese 
talker, which did. Band and Crane 
did 40 minutes. 
On strength of this showing, 
ban (minus Crane) has been given 
a two-month contract with the 
Shochiku organization, starting Dec. 
31, and is now filling in with dance 
dates in and around Kobe and 
Osaka. Probably will open in Kobe, 
then play Kyoto and Toyko, return- 
ing to Osaka in time to work as pit 
band for the Fanchon and Marco 
show being organized for a 17-week 
Oriental tour by Del Goodman, 
Fox’s Far Eastern manager. Com- 
pany is due here Jan. 28. 

Wood band is lucky in having 
three arrangers. Has been making 
trick orchestrations of Japanese 
pops which have clicked 100%. 

Versality of band has helped a lot 
on Japanese tunes, which are sel- 
dom played with ordinary jazz band 
instrumentation, 


5. AFR. INDIES MERGE 
AGAINST SCHLESINGER? 


By H. HANSON 


Capetown, Dec. 15. 
Rumors around that British Uni- 
versal Pictures and American Film 
Producers, two independent con- 
cerns in opposition to the Schles- 
inger circuit, have combined. 
Sonia In 
Carl J. Sonia, South African di- 
re ‘or of M-G-M, is in Cape Town 
from Johannesburg for a few days. 
Says he is looking around. Also 
says business is good at the Metro, 
Johannesburg. The ‘Private Life 
of Henry VIII is scheduled for 
showing this month. Advance 
bookings look like putting over a 
record. 








Beauty Back 

Cable message from New York 
states that Lucille du Tait, South 
African winner in the Paramount 
beauty seeking contest, is returning 
home. It is understood she agreed 
to return to the family circle if no 
Paramount contract was handed 
her. 

Tells a story that two independent 
producers offered contracts, and she 
cabled house for permission to sign 
one, but was told to return here. 
Says she is heartbroken leaving 





starts at the Empire, Johannesburg, 





Dec. 20. 


California, and determined to return 
there later on. 


Weakening 


By ERIC GORRICK 


Sydney, Dec. 20 

The year just ending has not 
been such a bad one for the trade 
in general here. Australia, as a 
country, is fast coming back into 
its own and the business world is 
happier. Naturally, this will react 
to a great extent upon the amusee 
ment field. 

American pictures are still the 
most popular with local audiences. 
Hollywood need never fear of los- 
ing Australia as one of her biggest 
consumers, 

Great Britain had a wonderful op- 
portunity of grasping more than a 
goodly portion of the Australian 
market, but lost out by sending, 
with few exceptions, very mediocre 
fare for local consumption. At one 
particular period, British films be- 
came tremendously popular and 
were being screened in many ace 
houses all over Australia. Sudden- 
ly, however, their popularity waned 
and many of the ace houses re- 
turned to an American policy. 

Fullers has been practically the 
only management to do really big 
business with the British, simply 
because it has taken only the worth 
while pictures. Good British pic- 
tures will always find a ready mar- 
ket here as has been proven with 
‘Good Companions,’ ‘Tell Me To- 
night,’ ‘Sunshine Susie,’ ‘Jack's The 
Boy,’ and ‘Looking on Bright Side.’ 

The biggest hit of the year came 
out of Hollywood, ‘Cavalcade.’ 

Anti-Yank Blasts 

1933 goes down as the year in 
which the biggest yell against 
American pictures was made by 
politicians and other anti- Yankees, 
It also goes down as the year in 
which the greatest slug-tax ever 
imposed on films came into being. 
Politicians forced the Americans to 
pay one shilling per lineal foot on 
imported film in a hungry grab for 
added revenue. Towards the end 
of the year this tax was reduced 
to eightpence per foot, and every- 
body is hoping next year that the 
tax will go lower still. British film 
is allowed in free of tax. 

Past year saw several local units 
entering the producing field. 

Full-length features have been 
turned out by Cinesound, Efftee, Mce 
Donnagh, Pat Hanna, Centenary, 
and Charles Chauvel. Some of the 
pictures have been decided hits at 
the local theatres, but would not 
click in big time in any other part 
of the world. Quite likely that 
some of them would not even make 
out on a daily change bill in Lon- 
don or New York. 

This is mainly because the proe 
ducers have not used stories suite 
able for wholesale consumption, 
Fault with many of the pictures 
turned out is that they are too lo- 
cal in atmosphere and dialogue. 

Legit 

Too many revivals ruined the 
chance for legit to make a decided 
comeback. Few real shows were 
produced during the year and le- 
git managements did not try very 
hard to fight the picture opposition. 
Williamson-Tait decided to close 
some of its biggest theatres and to 
only operate one or two in Sydney 
and Melbourne. 

There has been much talk that a 
big legit try will be made next year, 
but this sort of chatter has been 
going on for quite awhile without 
any action. W-T lost plenty over 
recent years, but came out of the 
red slightly this year. 

F. W. Thring has been staging 
new shows in Melbourne, but has 
not yet extended his activities to 
Sydney. 2rnest Rolls has battled 
bravely with his revues and should 
show a profit on the year. Tab re- 
vue, as practiced by Connors and 
Paul management, has faded some- 
what, mainly because of sameness 
of material, and the recent flop of 
some importations. 

Radio 

Nothing outstanding has been of- 
fered the public by the A stations 
in the way of air entertainment 
right throughout the year. Were 
it not for the B stations the air 
stuff would be very poor. 

The A bunch does not cater to the 
masses with popular programs, but 
delves too deeply into the highbrow 
musical field. A test turned in the 
fact that more than 75 percent of 
the listening public tuned into the 
B classers for their night’s enter- 
tainment. 

With the Fuller-Doyle-Albert 
group coming into the field again 
much is expected to eventuate in 
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‘Music in Air’ and ‘Savoy’ Folding: 
A) West End Legits Are Weakening 


vv 


a 


London, Jan. 5. 


At the moment there are around 


40 shows running in the West End, 
but of them are really 
making money. And business is not 
getting better. It looks like before 
long there will be about 10 to 15 
withdrawals. 

Two important West End musi- 
cals are taking the count in a 
couple of weeks. They are Ball at 
the Savoy,’ at Drury Lane, and 
‘Music in the Air,’ at His Majesty’s. 
The former is Hungarian, adapted 
by Oscar Hammerstein after it was 
purchased by the management, who 
were compelled to use it. Hammer- 
stein only undertook to do the show 
on their persuasion. 


very few 


Show, which around $100,000 
to produce, never really got started 
It has run nearly four months and 
has averaged $5,000 per weék loss. 
Including cost of production, it will 
finish to around $200,000 in the red. 

One of the reasons for its flop was 
the choice of artists—Oskar Denes, 
Rosa Barsony and Natalie Hall. 
Denes brought back here on 
strength of his former success at 
the Palace two years ago in “‘Vic- 
toria and Her Hussars,’ in which he 
revealed a few refreshing tricks as 
a comedian. In this show he failed 
to impress. 


cost 


was 


to be mar- 
She might 


Barsony was claimed 
velous before opening. 
have been, in her own language, 
Hungarian, but in English she did 
not get over. This despite the fact 
both these artistes played in the 
original on the continent. Miss Hall 
Was miscast. 

‘Music’ Profitable 

‘Music in the Air,’ which opened 
May 19, having run about seven 
menths, has made money. It started 
out slowly, but gradually built up. 
It has also paid for its production, 
which was around $60,000. It was 
not costly to operate, as the only 
actors who really got dough were 
Mary Ellis and Arthur Margetson, 
Show could still operate at. a profit 
if the cast were agreeable to a 25% 
cut, which was suggested. Mary 
Ellis is the biggest objector to this, 


claiming she went in for a cut in 
the first place. 

‘Music’ will make more money 
when it goes on the road. Parnell 


have the touring rights, 
with the present 


& Zeitlin 
in conjunction 
management. 

Another show which closed sud- 
denly, but is of minor importance, 
is ‘A Present from Margate.’ This 
marked the return of Tom Miller to 
the West End after an absence of 
about four years. Played three 
weeks out of town, and stuck around 
the Shaftesbury theatre for two and 
half weeks. Miller lost around $15,- 
000 on his comeback, as overhead 
of show was not more than $5,000 
per week, with production cost prac- 
tically nil. 

Position of the Drury Lane is be- 
coming more and more complicated. 
It seemed almost certain the next 
show there would be the new Ham- 
merstein-Kern musical, Three Sis- 


ters,’ the script of which is being 
read by the management. sut some 


of the directors are trying to get 
Jack Waller's new vehicle, which is 
almost ready, and which is to star 
Jack Hulbert and Cicely Court- 
neidge, who would undoubtedly be 
welcomed back in the West End, 
and would prove an even greater 
draw, now that they have estab- 
lished themselves in pictures. 


His Majesty’s is in better shape. 


It is definite the next production 
there will be Noel Coward's ‘Con- 
versation Piece,’ in which Yvonne 


Printemps will be. starred. But 
show cannot be made by Charles B. 
Cochran before first week in March, 
even if Cochran were to decide to 
open cold, which he does not care 
to do if he can help it. Meanwhile, 
management is dickering for a con- 
tinental production to fill in the gap. 





Mexico Going After 
U. S. Tourist Trade 
Mexico City, Jan. 10. 


Mexico will go after U. S. tourist 
biz harder than ever this year. 


New tourist hotels of more than 
150 rooms will be exempt from land 
taxes to make things easier. The 
fovernment will establish an office 
in New York to direct American 


publicity campaign, and _ trippers 
will be given two official glad hands 


instead of one, 
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Nazi Prejudice Figures 


In Dropping Pic Credit 


Budapest, Jan. 5. 

Paul Abraham, composer, filed 
suit against a German distributing 
company because his name was 
omitted from German prints of his 
‘Rakoczy March’ film. Picture was 
shown in Vienna without having 
composer's name. 

When Abraham 
presentation of picture without his 
name, Vienna exhibitors readily 
corrected the omission, but distrib- 
utors declared they could not guar- 
antee the same in Germany where 
the name of Abraham must be kept 
strictly secret. Abraham won't 
stand for this and prefers the film 
should not be shown in Hitlerdom. 


protested against 


JANNINGS IN BERLIN 


FOR FILM AND PLAYS, 


Berlin, Jan. 5. 

After an absence of several years, 
Emil Jannings arrived in Berlin to 
take the lead in ‘Black Whale Inn,’ 
titon production handied by the 
Dr. Fritz Wendhausen 
is directing. Work begins at the 
Efa studios Jan 8. It’s a German 
version of ‘Fanny,’ by Pagnol, one 
of the biggest hits in France in sev- 
eral years. 

When that work 
nings is going to the Volksbuehne, 
now Berlin’s predominant theatre. 
First play will be ‘King Lear,’ then 
Moliere’s ‘Imaginary Illness,’ and 
‘Der Verbrochene Krug’ (The broken 
jug), by Heinrich von Kleist. 

Spring will see Jannings back in 
Vienna, where he will create Henry 
VIII in a new play, ‘King Henry 
VIII,’ by a young German, Albrecht 
Joseph. After the Vienna premiere 
the show will start out on the road 
to Switzerland, France, England and 
Scandinavia. 


is finished, Jan- 


New and Old-Time Vaud 
Clicks at Garrick, London 


London, Jan. 6. 

Garrick theatre seems to be hold- 
ing its own with Southern’s policy 
of modern and oldtime vaudeville. 
House plays 3 shows a day, with 
evening performances always near- 
ing capacity. Wherever possible, 
Southern gets American acts. 

Week of Jan. 1 has a few sand- 


wiched between the oldtimers and 
the modern section. Reilly and 
Comfort are gradually building up 


a following for themselves here; the 
reception they receive on entry 
proves that. Joe Marks and his 
stooges has his act’ in working 
order despite two of the stooges 
being newcomers. 

Of the old ’uns, Anna Hana, wife 
of the former American juggler, 
Creat Wieland, splendidly, 
and looks very youthful. Will Van 
Allen, also American, who has been 
here a decade, is Florrie 
Forde, Nixon Grey and Joe O’Gor- 
man seemed to be remembered by 
the audience. 

Undoubtedly 


scores 


passe. 


there is a. public in 
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iin France r 


London for this type of entertain- 
ment, but the ruse adopted by the 
management to have ‘House-full’ 
boards displayed during afternoon | 
shows, despite house only half ca- 
[pacity is not a wise one in the long 
run, 

A few heartaches among show 
people New Year's day, with the 
publication of the Honors List. A 


number of them were known to have | 


been wire-pulling for titles, but the 
only one in the List this year is 
Cedric Hardwicke, who has_ re- 


ceived a knighthood. Immediately 
on publication of his title 


went to bed with an 


Sir Ced- 


, ' 
ric attack of 


"flu. 


Margon Changes 


Margon 


over to 


has resigned 


Colum- 


Clarence C 
from Fox 
as South American chief, as he 
Fox. That 
F HH. Seidelman ag 
idelman when bot! 


and goes 
puts him 
worked for Se 
with Par. 
taken on Gustave M yh- 


were 
Fox 


met to 


has 

replace Margon Mohme 
was formerly the United Artists rep 
in Peru and happened 
Margon resigned 


the ones 
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FOX’S ORIENT WAR PIC 


Making Feature of Jap-Chinese 
War from Newsreel Material. 








Tokyo, Dec. 27. 

Fox is preparing a feature-length 
subject on the fighting in Man- 
churia and Shanghia, with Japanese 
sound-track, 

Largely a collection of 
material. 

Work is being done in Kyoto and 
film is due in January. Already 
heavily booked ahead. 


United, 17-House 
Brit. Film Chain, 


newsreel 








Near Liquidation’ 


Jan. 5. 


Ltd., is 


London, 
United Picture Theatres, 
nearing liquidation. 

Company, originally formed by 
Isidor William Schlesinger, controls 
17 picture theatres in London and 
suburbs. Capital of company was 
over $2,500,000. Since its formation, 
some five years ago, it has steadily 
lost money. 

Three years ago Gaumont-British 
was called in to help. Arrange- 
ment was made for G-B to manage 
the houses at a fee of $15,000 a year, 
and also book their product into the 
theatres. Mark Ostrer and Charles 
M. Woolf, managing directors of 
G-B were appointed managing di- 
rectors of United, but still the the- 


atres have not proved a profitable 
undertaking. 
At the last meeting the direc- | 


tors told the freeholders they would | 
have to reduce their rentals by 50%, 


to which some disagreed. With 
other commitments, company is 
heavily in debt, including about 


$745,000 to G-B for film rentals and 
monies advanced. 

It now appears G-B is. not 
anxious to maintain an interest in 
the concern, unless the properties 
are sold at a very low figure, Idea 
of taking these over in the first 
place is somewhat of a mystery, as 
theatres are not modern, and also 





| 
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have the disadvantage of being lo- 
cated mostly in spots where G-B 
has far more modern structures. 

Gaumont-British is still continu- 
ing to manage the houses under its 
original arrangement. 

Liquidation is being forced by 
the holders of first debenture shares 
amounting to $1,700,000, which is 
about the amount they are likely to 
realize if there is a forced sale. 

3ut more likely G-B will step in 
if there is a bargain to be had. 


Phil Rosen to England 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Phil Rosen leaves here this week 
for London to direct one picture for 
Joe Rock abroad. 
Rosen’s optioned for two addi- 
tional pix. 





Cable Address: 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 
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Hayotte’s Stock Jam Shutters 
Paris Empire With No Payoff 





Four Language Legit 
By Yank in Mallorca 


Palma, Mallorca, Jan. 5. 
Ten Brook, New York actor, get- 
ting set to produce plays in local art 
and literati colony. Brook was in 
‘Strike Up the Band,’ ‘Wonder Bar’ 
and ‘Colonel Satan.’ 
Says he wants to stage plays by 


the better-known American, Eng- 
lish, German, French and Spanish 
authors, and also would take a look 
at pieces of local atmosphere. Idea 
is to form polyglot group of actors 
who can speak any of the above 
four lingos. 


¢-B AND HAKIM DEAL 


FOR BI-LINGUALS 


Paris, Jan. 15. 
Gaumont-British of London has 
come to terms with Hakim Films 


here for a group of version films to 
be made between the two compa- 
nies. Some French product con- 
trolled by Hakim will be made into 
British versions, and vice versa. 

Gaumont had a similar deal with 
Ufa of Germany some time ago but 
it was dropped when the Hitler 
thing came along. Company now 
figures it would like to keep its fin- 
ger on the French market, especially 
with the growing activity here of 
American firms. 





Reisman and Dowling’s 


European 0. 0. for RKO 


Phil Reisman and Ambrose S&S. 
(Bo) Dowling left Saturday (13) on 
the ‘Conti de Savoia’ for Europe. 
They'll make a tour of the Continent 
together, after which Reisman re- 
turns to New York and Dowling re- 
mains in London with the new title 
of. general European manager of 
distribution for Radio Pictures, 

Dowling, who has lately been in 
South America for RKO, is not suc- 


ceeding anybody in Europe, but 
steps into a newly created post. 
It's described by Radio as ‘an ex- 


pansion of foreign distribution pol- 
icy.’ 

No change in Reisman’s status as 
foreign distribution head. 





° . 
‘Kong’ Big in Italy 
Rome, Jan, 5. 

‘King Kong’ (Radio) has proved 
the biggest hit of the season here. 
Crowded house at both Supercinema 
and Imperial, 

Film had three weeks’ run at both 
first run houses, and is now going 
out to be grinds with healthy pros- 
pects. 








ims Can Be French or American, 
Says Paris, But Must Be Funny 
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Paris, Jan. 5. 

Universal is still hunting stories 
ind dickering with stars’ before | 
starting its’ much heralded Paris 
production program. 

In the opinion of Andre Peres, 
Frenchman just appointed to head 
French Universal in place of Max 
Laemmle, the star is the big thing | 


The suburban 
who are 


bulk busi- 


ight now. 
out-of-town exhibs, 
that count for 
talk in terms of Bach, Milton 
other big French names that 
pack laughs for the rubes. Direc- 
tors iut and other accessories 
lon’t count, he says. 

Therefore lI 
its French production, is 
hope of pic KIngg up a 
} with whom to start 
while, Paul Kohner, 


production chief imported from Ge1 


ind 


and 
nors 


niversal, in 


lying 


lames cheap 
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($4,500) a 


and with independent-made French 
which it is distributing. 


the 


pictures 
The Sign of 
big grosses in the 
Reveillon,” ( 

Paramount 
out 


is getting 
naborhoods, and 
‘New Year's 
French re- 
of the can 
make 


Cross’ 


Soir de 
Eve’), old 
lease, was fished up 
for the holidays in 
good money on the outskirts. 

The Paramount theatre, after hav- 
eraged only about 90,000 francs 
for weeks with 


time to 


ing a 


day two 


Roi Pausole,’ despite it was con- 
|sidered pretty good by the critics, 
|but did satisfactory holiday busi- 
jness with ‘Simone est comme Ca’ 


| (‘She's 
planning | 
low | 
few | 


many, i roing ahead with technica 
pl y 
Par’s Chances 
Paramount is not hopeful about 
beginning production here before 
April or Ma The New York situa- 
m | to clear up (first, local 
) lé lare 
Par is not kicking about the busi- 
ness it is doing with American films | 


Like That’), a none too sub- 


stantial local comedy. 


Comedy is it the want here. 
Anything the crowd can be persu- 
ided to thinl! l I will go in 

troubled time This applies 

‘ fl ( course, to local pictures 

p pulay comedialr but Ameri- 
Mug et o I too. 

VA Cc. Field medy, ‘Interna 
ional House’ (Par) is getting plenty 
ff French laughs, although it is in 
English, at Studio 28 In a bigge 

i I'm No Angel’ is bringing un- 
precedented grosses to Gaumont’s 

ee, The French will go as far 


West as America did 


| 

















Henri Hayotte, head of the Em- 
Music Hall, 


Wednesday (10) on a charge of be- 


pire was” arrested 


ing an accomplice in the gigantic 


Staviski fraud. It’s the most talked- 


of local story in years, about $31,- 
000,000 in fake bonds being in- 
volved. 

Empire Theatre, former vaude 


house which recently went operetta, 
is dark in an uproar of unpaid 
players after having dropped from 
$1,000 to $1,500 a week with the 
al ‘Duex Sous de Fleurs’ (Two 
Worth of 


If this were just an ordinary case 


musl¢ 


Cents’ Flowers’). 


of a show closing down because it 
couldn’t do business no one would 
pay any attention but Director 
Hayotte of the Empire has been 


getting his name in the papers in 
connection with a gent named 
who is harged with 
about $31,000,000 in Ba- 


France. 


Sta- 
viski, em- 
bezzling 
yonne, 

Hayotte is alleged to have helped 
Staviski sell the bonds. True or 
not, Hayotte vanished from the 
Empire shortly after New Year's, 
and no one reports having seen him 
since, least of all the players who 
are looking for their money, 

The Empire meantime is being 
watched by representatives of 
Francis A. Mangan, who would like 
to come back to Paris and open a 
program film policy in that theatre 
or one like it, and they are ready 
to pounce on the Empire as soon 
as it becomes clear what has hap- 
pened to it. Mangan is now in 
America, 

Empire went dark Friday night 
(Dec. 29) when the musicians 
walked out, demanding their money, 
but things were fixed up so it could 
open again for the New Year's holi- 
days. Representatives of the Ar- 
tists’ Union watched the box-office 
and grabbed what they could of the 
payoff, but they couldn't get every- 
thing, and money is still owed to 
players. 

Hayotte's disappearance has 
everybody stopped. He was sup- 
posed to have been the representa- 
tive of a group who leased the thea- 
tre from Pathe-Natan, to whose 
circuit it belongs, but no one knows 
exactly whom he represented. 

Among the artists out in the cold 
is Nony Praeger, American girl 
singer who is doubling at the Lido. 

vs 


NITE CLUB AND 
LEGIT BIZ OFF 


Paris, Jan. 5. 
Lud 
leader, is looking for money which 


Gluskin, American band 


he says Montmartre, closed cabaret, 
owes him and his boys. 

Another night club which has just 
passed out of the picture is the 
Panache, on the Champs Elysees. It 


used to be called the Embassy. 
Not only the niteries are sufter- 
ing. The Casino de Paris, with 


Cecile Sorel, has been doing 20,900 
francs ($1,000) a night and less for 
a long while, and it is a 
how long it can hang on. 

The new Folies Bergere is doing 
better, but even here biz is not so 
brilliant, in spite of Mistinguette 


EX-ZIEGFELD BEAUT 
IS INDIE FILM EXEC 


question 


Bud ipest Jan . 
‘Last Waltz’, with a score by 
Oscar Strauss, is to be made by 


an independent German 
Hunnia 
in January 


company at 
here starting early 


Studio 


Hunnia Studios, dar] for two 
months, has been leased to com- 
| pany formed for the purpose, which 
i'means to make severa pictures in 
th city. Deal ‘ 3 b ight to i 
{clin h by Pao i ba vife 
Gabriel P il I icer, now 
jin Ame? i P iis are of Hun- 
£ rh ¢ i m and L.rs. Pascal 
f on sta ind ex-Zieg d 
i ! n I ture business. 
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| AM 
SUZANNE 


with 


LIAN HARVE 


GENE RAYMOND 
LESLIE BANKS 


Podrecca’s Piccoli Marionettes 


Directed by Rowland V. Lee 
JESSE L. LASKY 


Production 















Janet 


GAYNOR 


Lionel 


BARRYMORE 
“CAROLINA 


Robert Young e Richard Cromwell 


Henrietta Crosman e Mona Barrie 
Stepin Fetchit 
From Paul Green’s “The House of Connelly” 
Directed by Henry King 
Produced by 
WINFIELD SHEEHAN 





















A story so rich in drama... 


romance... humanness ... and 

















humor... that two of the screen’s 
outstanding stars have every 
opportunity to give fully of their 


inspired genius. 






2nd WEEK 
for 
SMOKY 


at the 


MAYFAIR, N.Y. 


Unstinted critics’ praise 
(Daily News: &&&) as most 
human horse ever born 
moves capacity crowds to 
laughs and tears. -» we: -Your- patrons always like 


FOX MOVIETONE NEWS 
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| | Talking Shorts 





‘BEDTIME WORRIES’ 

‘Our Gang Comedy’ 

With Spanky 

19 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, N. Y. 
Metro . 


Spanky, kid performer, plays a 
precocious son of a couple of cluck 
parents. Mistakes a burglar for 
Santa Claug until Farina and the 
rest of the ‘Our Gang’ kids arrive 
in the nick of time to save the 
household silverware from being 
carried off. Crackerjack matinee 
piece for kids and okay family ma- 
terial in every way. An easy laugh 
provoking comedy with a simple 
plot that may not be new but enod 
entertainment nevertheless. Little 
exterior stuff used and only a 
couple of interior settings but 
photographed well. Shan. 





HAL LE ROY and DAWN O’DAY 
‘Picture Palace’ 
Skit 
23 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1619-20 


While the 23 minutes it takes to 
tell this short brings out some 
worthwhile entertainment, the 
trouble is that it takes 23 minutes 
to do it. Running time should 
never have been more than half 
that. For fill-out purposes ideal and 
despite the length has punch in 
spots. 

Dance routines by Le Roy and 
Miss O’Day, as well as the line of 
girls used, are there on value but 
too much production effort has been 
expended, slowing up badly the ac- 
tion of the short when hoofing isn’t 
called for. 

Sketch has Le Roy and Miss 
O’Day meeting on the beach to- 
gether, neither knowing the other 
worked in the same theatre, boy as 
an usher, gal as a chorine. After 
getting fired, they frame an act and 
stage a return there under different 
auspices. 

In spots Miss O’Day fails to pho- 
tograph gratifyingly. Her voice and 
performance, also, are not material 
for the screen, notably in the open- 
ing sequence where she appears 
particularly camera shy. Char. 





SONG HITS OF ROY TURK 








Musical Novelty 
13 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1579 


Novel use is here made of the)} 


better known song hits turned out 
by Roy Turk. Given good produc- 
tion background and carrying a cute 
twist for the finish, it’s an item 
that belongs on the best shows. 

Turk does a music publisher, who 
takes a gal columnist around his 
place to see what goes on. This 
enables the action to catch singles, 
doubles and trios in room trying 
out numbers written by Turk. Even 
if it’s necessary to go back to some 
of the songwriter’s older numbers, 
that doesn’t matter. Columnist 
turns out to be a process server for 
the finish. 

Two dance numbers are distin- 
guished by very clever lighting 
which brings out a sort of silhou- 
ette effect. Cher. 


CARRIE JACOBS BOND 
Interviewed by Edwin C. Hill 
Sentimentality 
8 Mins. 
Capitol, N. Y. 

Master Arts 

Excellent for any house where an 
eight-minute dose of refinement and 
sentiment is appropriate. Short 
was applauded at the Capitol and 
is capable of pleasing in the better 
grade houses and residential neigh- 
borhoods generally. 

Carrie Jacobs Bond is the com- 
poser of ‘End of a Perfect Day’ and 
several other soul-haunting melo- 
dies of universal favor. Public will 
instantly re ognize the numbers 
beautifully interpolated amidst mis- 
cellaneous shorts of Mrs. Bond to- 
day (age 71) and landscapes cap- 
tured in celluloid for thei-> sheer 
beauty. There are also one or two 
production shots to illustrate the 
story of the composer’s early life 
and premature widowhood. 

Whole thing has been conceived, 
photographed, edited and dialoged 
with an acute appreciation for the 
spirit of reverie so well induced by 
the music itself. Edwin C. Hill's 
spoken narratage, improperly billed 
as an interview, is first rate. Land. 








MAN OF TWO WORLDS 


2KO Radio production and release. Co- 
anne Francis Mi ederer and Elissa Landi. 
Henry Stephenson and J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald sub-featured. Directed by J. Wal- 
ter Ruben. Pandro S. Berman assoc. pro- 
ducer; screen play, Howard and Ains- 
worth Morgan, from novel by Morgan; 
technical advisor, — ges A 
. . enr . Ge 4 - 
schmidt; camera y Se 






sical director, Max Steiner. 

City Music Hall week Jan. 11, Running 
mins. 

pl he Ripe ee ral Francis Lederer 

JOAN ccccccccceese 96690066008 Elissa Landi 

Sir Basil........ ....-Henry Stephenson 

Michael...... ee .J. Farrell MacDonald 


¢4easus Walter Byron 
...Forrester Harvey 
Perr rt. Ivan S6impson 
SWAN... cccccccccecs Lumsden Hare 


Dr. 
Capt. 


More igloo s. a. and Greenland 
hey-hey, excepting that towards the 
end 1 shifts back to London where 
the would-be Icelander tries to sim- 
ulate white man’s ways, which is 
where Miss Landi figures as the 
femme vis-a-vis. Eventually the 
brooding Eskimo returns to his na- 
tive habitat where, after a spell of 
ignoring his igloo family, the call 
of the hunt and the ego of his per- 
sonal prowess as the champion 
hunter of his tribe assert them- 
selves and he’s himself once more, 
completely forgetting the refine- 
ments of his trip to white man’s 
land with all the niceties of civiliza- 
tion which he had so painstakingly 
absorbed. 

As a screen document it’s lacking 
in the appeal which the Ainsworth 
Morgan novel, as a literary screed, 
probably commanded. There are 
moments of vast appeal but too long 
stretches of lethargic dramatic mo- 
tivation and uneventful progress. 
Film runs 92 minutes and seems 
longer. 

Too long does it require to estab- 
lish the promise of Sir Basil’s ex- 
pedition to the Arctics to bring back 
live polar specimens for the Brit- 
ish museum. Aigo (Lederer) has 
been sought out because of his re- 
nowned prowess as a hunter. He 
treks with the scientific expedition 
and eventually is granted a trip to 
London as a just reward for his 
many braveries. 

Meantime the smiling likeness of 
the white girl’s photograph, which 
Aigo likens to a spiritual mating, 
has sustained him through many 
hardships including a triple com- 
pound fracture of the leg, an un- 
anesthetized setting of the leg, etc., 
80 that by the time he finally meets 
his aggrandized vision it ‘s too great 
a climatic moment. He resents the 
girl’s natural romantic affiliations 
of her London sphere, and when she 
essays to ease the primitive dis- 
pleasure which had resulted there- 
from it makes things worse. Finally 
he must be sent back. 

Director Ruben has sought to fea- 
ture enough of the elemental high- 
lights to punctuate the passive tale, 
but even at its best celluloid transi- 
tionary moments it’s still a visual 


ae 








character study rather than a mo- 
tion picture. 

Perhaps it was ielt that because 
of Lederer's mild dialectic handi- 
caps it was wise to ease the Czech 
import into American films via the 
ugh-ugh route, with pidgin English 
variations as the Eskimo gradually 
assimilates elementary words and 
phrases. 

Lederer isn’t new to films. He 
has been in German flickers. He's 
new to America only and while ‘Au- 
tumn Crocus,’ the play, established 
him for Broadway he is still un- 
known beyond the metropolis. Nor 
will this picture further him to 
any extent. 

To imbue him with a brownskin, 
oily personality seems as much a 
mistake as to put him on top im- 
mediately. So he’s merely tied in 
with a basically unappealing theme 
and a well balanced but unpunchy 
support which, in many respects, 
does quite well in the minor key- 
notes. but contributes nothing im- 
portant in the main. Abel. 


8 GIRLS IN A BOAT 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount production and release.  Di- 
rected by Richara Wallace. Produced by 
Charles R. Rogers. Original story, Hel- 
mut Brandis; Lewis Foster, adaptation; 
screen play, Casey Robinson, Arthur Reb- 










ner; music, Harold Lewis; Sam Coslow, 
lyrics; Golbert Warrenton, camera. At 
Paramount, N. Y., Jan. 12. Running time, 
85 mins. 

Crtete Start cccccccsccces Dorothy Wilson 
David Perrin .....<- Douglass Montgomery 
FUOOMR ccccccccccescccecceces ay Johnson 
"ROUEN os caceccoseresces Barbara Barondes 
Frau Kreuge@P .cccocsccccess Ferike Boros 
BUOTTR occceee Cocreccoccecs Walter Connolly 
WUE EM cccccedencceccercss James Bush 
SmAalMAan cecccccccccescces Colin Campbell 
Hortense ... .Peggy Montgomery 
Flizabeth ..Margaret Marquis 
Bobby ...-- ..Marjorie Cavalier 
DEE 66 0006066006006445008008 Virginia Hall 
DEG weoneeseueeeeseee se .Kay Hammond 


It’s quite possible that in ‘Eight 
Girls in a Boat’ Paramount has set 
the pace for a new cycle, the ath- 
letic girl. It’s a nice picture, dem- 
onstrating that it is possible to get 


legs on the screen without recourse 
to a back-stage story and with a 
definite and well considered plot. 
Just for the record this story was 
produced, under the same title, by 
Fanal in Germany, and released by 
Terra over there, a little more than 
a year ago in an effort to follow up 
on ‘Maedchen in Uniform’. It was 
bought by Paramount and remade 
in Hollywood, but follows the gen- 
eral lines of the original, even to 
localing the story in Switzerland 
instead of giving it a local setting. 
Better that way since the rigid—in 
spots—school discipline would seem 
strange in these days of co-educa- 
tional institutions. 

The story in general is appealing 
and often powerful, working up to 
good dramatic suspense as the girl, 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Man of Two Worlds’ (Ra- 
dio). Igloo drama too slow and 
uneventful to merit much at- 
tention. Francis Lederer will 
not register impressively on 
this intro effort. Elissa Landi 
co-starred. 

‘Eight Girls in a_ Boat’ 
(Par). Story with charm and 
interest, long on girls in shorts 
and bathing suits, but they’re 
incidental to a well sustained 
story. No marquee strength 
and will need advertising and 
word-of-mouth. 

‘Fugitive Lovers’ (M-G). 
Man-hunt aboard a trans-con- 








tinental bus. Acceptable for 
lesser houses but not deluxe 
quality. 


‘Easy to Love’ (WB). Adap- 
tation, direction and able per- 
formance make an old 
story amusing entertainment. 
Adolphe Menjou, Genevieve 
Tobin, Mary Astor and E. E. 
Horton in cast. 

‘Rafter Romance’ (Radio). 
Trite and overlong comedy 
Suitable as an emergency 
double feature item. 

‘| Was a Spy’ (Gaumont- 
Fox). Slow and confusing at 
first, picture ends strongly and 
should get over in the States. 
Madeleine Carroll, being im- 
ported by Fox, and Herbert 
Marshall, in the leading spots. 

‘Big Time or Bust’ (Tower). 
Not strong enough to solo, but 
all right as the lesser half on 
duals. 

“The Fighting Code’ (Col). 
One of Buck Jones’ best with 
wider audience appeal, because 
of story, than average western. 

‘Before Midnight’ (Col). No 
names to attract and double 
murder plot is unconvincing. 
Chances against it as a solo 
performer. 











scarcely more than a child, contem- 
plates suicide but is dissuaded that 
her baby may be given life. 

Outline is that Christa Storm, in 
a girls’ seminary, is about to be- 
come a mother. The boy is willing 
to marry her, but her father scoffs 
at his plea. He's an undergraduate. 
The other pupils decide to under- 
write the new baby and are a bit 
resentful when a change in the pa- 
ternal attitude paves the way to 
matrimony and presumable happi- 
ness, 


This is all told simply and with- 
out undue stress on the dramatics, 
which proves the salvation of the 
story. Stressed it might easily 
have become hokey. As it is there 
is definite appea: in the telling. 

Title has little to do with the 
story and is picked for it’s possible 
curiosity appeal. The octet is the 
femme crew of a shell. Merely part 
of the scheme to keep the girls so 
busily occupied they can’t get into 
mischief. That’s the excuse for 
shorts, bathing suits, dormitory 
stuff (without a parade of lingerie), 
and one bit as the girls are weighed 
presumably nude. Done with a good 
taste it prevents logical objection 
from the habitual objectors. 

Film has a fair amount of comedy 
and in spite of the fact tere are 
no names for the marquee, there is 
reason to expect that word of 
mouth will build. What it will do 
on the one and two day subsequents 
depends much on the intensity of 
the advertising. It’s a good picture 
buit will not sell itself at the start. 

Production is excellent, both for 
direction and locale. Included in 
the cast are eight girl contest win- 
ners, selected three from the east, 
two from the middlewest and three 
from the coast. All are lookers and 
seem so many kids. Chief charm 
of the story is the naturalness of 
the atmosphere, due more to the 
girls than from the work of the 
author or part players. 

Dorothy Wilson has the Christa 
assignment, playing with agreeable 
naturalness in spots and in others 
suggesting too careful direction. 
Kay Johnson is at the top of the! 
list with a nicely shaded perform- 
ance of the athletic instructress, 
and Walter Connolly is good as the 
father. Douglass Montgomery is 
convincing as the boy. Others are 
unimportant but help the general 
effect. 

‘Girls’ ought to be able to fight 
through on the week stands, but it 
all depends on how it’s handled. 
For the lesser spots the best book- 
ing might be a dual dat», a one- 
day first run and a book back ina 
couple of weeks, after word has had 
a chance to get around. Chic. 


RKO TAKES MacPHERSON 


Cameron MacPherson has been 
signatured by Radio to write back- 
ground music for the next Ann 
Harding picture. 

Company is also talking to Josef 
Berne, director, who with MacPher- 
son produced an indie four-reeler, 
‘Dawn to Dawn.’ 








FUGITIVE LOVERS 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 


lease. Stars Robert Montgomery. Madge 
Evans underlined, Directed by Richard 
Boleslavsky. Original story by Ferdinand 


Reyher and Frank Wead; cameraman, Ted 


Tetzlaff; film editor, William S. Gray. At 
Capitol, N. Y., week Jan. 12 Running 
time, 74 mins. 

POTtOE saecc ccccscesces Robert Montgomery 
BARRY on 0n.0s 060600000 0866080 Madge Evans 
Withimgtom .ccccessccceses:: ..Ted Healy 
LOBES coccscscccccescecces:s Nat Pendleton 
DALY. ccoccceceocsecececes Cc. Henry Gordon 
MRO 46400 00 0068esecebaes ....Ruth Selwyn 





‘Fugitive Lovers’ is not a money 
picture. Nor is it a good Robert 
Montgomery picture. This light 
comedian hasn't a single chance to 
be cute. He spends the entire foot- 
age trying to escape from the law. 
He is gaunt, harassed, worried, and 
unshaven. Whole picture is a man- 
hunt moderinzed through the use 
of a Greyhound bus as the means 
of transportation used by the flee- 
ing escaped convict. 

On the bus is a chorus girl 
(Madge Evans) heading west. Her 
unwelcome suitor who won't take 
no (Nat Pendleton), a combination 
gangster and theatrical angel, keeps 
zoing on from bus station to bus 
station as his determined efforts to- 
ward the girl are fruitless. A comic 
drunk (Ted Healy) and three as- 
sistant drunks, Healy’s vaude 
stooges, are also passengers. 

Hitch-hiking atop the bus the 
convict steals a suit of clothes from 
a satchel parked on the roof. Later 
he gets into the bus as a passenger. 
A series of incidents ensue. These 
generate a reasonable amount of 
tension up to the point where the 
law’s imminent approach, and the 
picture’s footage, necessitate a fa- 
cile ending permitting the convict 
and the chorine, now fast in the 
net of Cupid, to cake-walk to the 
altar. A snow-bound school bus 
full of kids about to be frozen to 
death affords a chance for the con- 
vict to be a hero. Thus, although 
recaptured by the law the same law 
provides him with a document of 
its regard in the form of a pardon. 

Some of the dialog is very trite 
although the literary department 
has contrived the plot twists with 
a fair degree of ingenuity. It is a 
weak rather than a bad picture. 
Bus angle is now and incidentally 
de luxe publicity for the Greyhound 
company, barring the fact that the 
muscle-aches of bus travel are 
vividly illustrated and commented 
upon. Production looks to have 
been cannily economical with that 
one set, the bus, for the greatest 
length of the picture and plenty of 
exteriors. 

‘Fugitive Lovers’ got considerable 
thought in New York from the 
Metro publicity forces. It will need 
all such help that it can get. 

No special call to comment on the 
performances, They're okay but 
won't be remembered particularly 
although Ted Healy again gives 
promise of developing a vigorous 
type of horseplay comedy for the 
screen. Land, 





Enemies of Progress 
(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Rosfilm production and Amkino release. 
Directed and written by Nicolai Beres- 
nyev; camera, Sigayev; musical score, As- 
tradantsev. At the Acme, N. Y., Jan. 10. 
Running time, 80 mins. 


Ataman Annenkov .........cccecee Livanov 

Dt MM drvedhsaasssusinecc Gardin 

PRUNE 604s06e0ceteéuidoesaccc Taskin 

Dh. Svietceeeee wabeseeseoussneeecs Youdin 

Daughter ....... S000 C2000 en cbee Trakhtina 
o-—_——_—_—— 


First Russian film to be seen in 
the U.S. since official recognition is 
a curious mixture of good and bad. 
It has some splendid things in its 
favor cinematically but doesn’t 
measure up as a complete entity. It 
will draw mostly patriotic pro-Rus- 
sians and those convinced that Rus- 
re film makers are the most ar- 
istic. 


Picture isn’t essentially propa- 
gandistic in nature, though some- 
what so by inference. Doesn’t mat- 
ter much in this instance, anyway. 
It’s a historical yarn with some 
basis of fact and can’t help being 
somewhat biased, 

Tells about Atgman Annenkov, the 
last of the Czarist Generals. Ruth- 
less, Oriental and brilliant, Annen- 
kov wages war against the Com- 
munist army even after it is in. 
Tries to coax the peasants to join 
him, but they balk. Then he terror- 
izes them. Eventually the peasants, 
with aid of the Red Army, drives 
him into China and oblivion. 

Good acting and photography pre- 
dominate but the Russians still 
don’t know what to do with sound 
Dialog is slow, stilted and forced. 

Several outstanding features in- 
clude a performance of a Chinese 
troupe in a theatre. This is well 
photographed and interesting be- 
cause of novelty. Also the Ori- 
ental music that’s played during 
this sequence is entrancing. 

Another noticeable thing is the 


fact that attention is paid to 
women. It’s years since a girl as 
beautiful as Trakhtina has been 


seen in a Russian picture—or any | 


other foreign language picture for 
that matter. It’s part of the new 
order of things over there to use 
some s.a, and throw in some star 
value from time to time. In that 
latter line there are Livanov. of the 
Moscow Art Theatre, who gives 
flawless performance as Anne} 

and Youdin, a good looking how + 


will go places. aut, 


EASY TO LOVE 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
Features Adolphe Menjou, Genevieve To- 
bin Mary Astor and FE. E. Horton. Di- 
rected by William Keighley. Based on 
play by Thompson Puchanan; screen play, 
Carl Erickson and Manuel Seff; adaptation, 
David Boehm; photography, Ernest Haller. 
At Strand. N. Y., week Jan. 11. Running 
time, 62 mins. 

e Tobin 

Sesenveousebeced Ado!p! Menjou 
Astor 

Gu K bbee 

Horton 

tr a Ellis 

gh Herbert 

Paul Kaye 





in the handling of an 
together with able per- 
formances, make ‘Easy to Love’ a 
palatable light romantic comedy 
with a farce flavor. Though the 
script, direction and interpretation 
by the cast lean to the sophisticated, 
picture does not veer so strongly in 
this direction as to take it out of 
sight of the masses. 

Adolphe Menjou, Genevieve Tobin, 
Mary Astor and Edward Everett 
Horton are in the leading assign- 
ments, each with fine opportunities 
to make footage mean something. 
And they do, these four carrying a 
scenario which in less capable hands 
couid easily have turned out to be 
lacklustre entertainment. 

Menjou and Miss Tobin are paired 
as middle-aged couple with a grown 
and engaged daughter. Miss Astor 
and Horton, close friends of the 
family, are hooked as sweethearts 


Freshness 


old story, 


with romantic leanings more in 
other directions than toward each 
other. Menjou plays around with 


Miss Astor while Horton has a yen 
for Miss Tobin. 

Action leading up to the discov- 
ery by al! of what's going on car- 
ries with it a breezy development 
of both situation and comedy. The 
dialog is crisp and, in spots, very 
subtle. 

At about the point where the 
daughter of the disagreeing hus- 
band and wife goes to the rescue 
of the situation, the picture takes 
“another turn. This revolves around 
the daughter’s decision to go to het 
fiancee rather than marry him. 
When they announce this and run 
away, all four of the leading char- 
acters try to stop any indiscretion 
for added humor. 

Patricia Ellis and Paul Kaye are 
the boy and girl. Their parts are 
miner bit well done. Hugh Her- 
bert is a detective but is without 
real material here, while Guy Kib- 
bee has just a bit. Char. 


RAFTER ROMANCE 


Radio production and release. Directed 
by William Seiter. Based on novel by 
John Wells; adaptation, Glenn Tryon; 
screen play, Sam Mintz and H. W. Hane- 
man. At Loew’s New York, N. Y., on 
double feature progran? Jan. 12, Run- 
ning time, about 70 mins. 


MEGSy COSTE. cocctecstreses Ginger Rogers 
Jack Bacon...ccccece eceeee-NOorman Foster 
Max Eckbaum..ccoccccsess> George Sidney 
Hubbell c.ccccccccese »-...Robert Benchley 
BENIDO. ce cccccccescesesee Laura Hope Crews 
Fritzie ...00. Ccccccesceccs Guinn Williams 


Thin entertainment with barely 
enough strength to stand in the 
rear rank of a double feature bill 
despite a fair group of cast names. 

Just about enough material in the 
story to make a two-reeler. The 
first reels move up stairs and down 
as the girl, Ginger Rogers, occu- 
pies a Greenwich Village attic at 
night while the lad, Norman Foster, 
an artist and night watchman, 
sleeps in the same room during the 
day. The idea for a story is there, 
but ‘it requires more development 
than contained in this release. 

Obvious at the start that the boy 
and girl must fall in love, but it's 
too many feet before they do, and 
by that time the audience is eye- 
strained from watching those wind- 
ing stairs. 

George Sidney is a landlord and 
Robert Benchley tries hard for 
laughs, which come falteringly as 
an assistant sales head of an ice 
box factory. Considering the play- 


ers involved it’s all quite dis- 
appointing. Waly. 
Pritish-Gaumont production and Fox ree 
lease. Features Madeleine Carroll, Her- 
bert Marshall and Conrad Veidt. Directed 


by Victor Saville. Story by Martha Me- 


Kenna. At Roxy, N. Y¥., week Jan. 12, 
Running time, 83 mine. 

Martha Cnockhaert....... Madeleine Carroll 
Rr Herbert Marshall 
The Commandant............ Conrad Veidt 
See BN avira kekcocd Gerald Du Maurier 
The Burgomaster.......... Edmund Gwenn 
aaa Donald Calthrop 
CECE st sav onsgnsdpasesdaes Eva Moore 
WORMED. 65 6nd bec Coscoccescceee Nigel Bruce 





A British picture of spy activities 
during the War which, though in 
need of cutting, has strong enter- 
tainment value. When it once gets 
j under full steam, after a couple of 
| Slow and confusing reels, it is good 
drama and will appeal to American 
audiences, 

The British producers have 
j}thrown in too much extraneous mat- 
ter during the first few reels to es- 





tablish the premise of the story and 
the nature of spy activities as car- 
ried out in behalf of the Allies. It 
could have been accomplished in 
half tl footaze. Makes it confus- 
to figure out what’s what 

‘ \A 
While the ( n Belgium, 


(CO mie on page 54) 
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IN CASH PRIZES 


600.00 FOR SHOWMEN!!! 


CONTEST OPEN TO ALL U. S$. AND CANADIAN EXHIBITORS 








The biggest prize money 


contest in years. Open to all exhibitors in the 
U. S. and Canada... regardless of the size of 
theatre operated. 





Its aim: to get your ideas... 


as a practical showman . . . on how to advertise, 
exploit, publicize the three FOX smash musical 
productions now being filmed for spring release... 
FOX FOLLIES, BOTTOMS UP, GEORGE 
WHITE’S SCANDALS. 


All three are musicals. But 


all three are different. Bear this in mind when 
preparing your campaigns. Each campaign should 
be distinctive and different from the other. 


READ THESE RULES* 


1 The contest will begin on receipt of this letter and will 
close February 17th. All campaigns must be in the office of 
Charles E. McCarthy, Fox Film Corporation, 444 West 56th 
Street, New York City, not later than that date. 

* REMEMBER, that in order to qualify for any of 
2 The contest will be open to all theatre managers and these prizes, each contestant must submit a complete 
their employees. campaign on all three pictures! 


THE PRIZES will be distributed as soon as possible 


3 Each contestant must submit complete advertising, ex- : 
P 8 after the winners have been determined. 


ploitation and publicity campaigns on each of the three pictures 
in order to qualify for any prize. WATCH for a letter addressed to you containing 
everything you need to know for the contest. 

4 Contestants who are not equipped to submit drawings or 
layouts of their ideas may describe them in writing and be 
assured of equal consideration by the judges. 


SHOW your mettle as a showman. Start laying out 
your campaigns now. Don’t wait! 


5 No employees of the Fox Film Corporation will be eligible 
to compete in this contest. Send them along at once to: 


CHARLES E. McCARTHY 
© The Advertising and Publicity department of the Fox Director, Advertising and Publicity 


Film Corporation under the direction of Charles E. McCarthy Box Filen Corporation, 444 W. 56th St... New York City 
e *9 


will be the sole and only judge of the contest. Its decision 
as to the winners will be final. 


7 The Fox Film Corporation shall have all rights to use f - 


all or any part of the campaigns submitted. 





In case of ties, duplicate prizes will be awarded, 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 











MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


This is the first anniversary show 
of the Radio City Music Hall, and 
the first sans S. L. Rothafel’s direc- 


tion. With Roxy out, Leon Leoni- 
doff is the accredited director of 
production; Vincente Minelli and 


Montedoro are also billed for the 
settings and costumes, 

Show is a flash, if not particularly 
novel. Still of familiar pattern 
although its forthright simplicity 
has something of an appeal. In se- 
quence an offstage mike _ voice 
heralds the Radio City Symphony, 
whereupon the symph elevates from 
the pit and the cantilever stage 
moves it back into position until 
Erno Rapee makes his entrance. 

Then the Corps de Ballet, then the 
Choral Ensemble, and Jack Powell, 
and the Roxyettes, and the Uni- 
formed Staff (ushers to you) of the 
Music Hall are likewise introed 
into turn. All, save Powell and the 
ushers, rise from the pit, then move 
back on the trick stages, with the 
rear guard being elevated a bit 
more, so that all in all it’s quite a 
picture. 

It’s good flash show considering 
the anniversary occasion and with 
special eye to making the visiting 
Auto Showfolks advance agents as 
they return to Detroit, Pontiac and 
points west. For it rings in every- 
thing. 

The presentation is labeled ‘Music 
Hall on Parade’ and the overture by 
the Rapee symphony leads the pa- 
rade with ‘Virtuosi’, yclept ‘Carni- 
val of Venice’, scored by Maurice 
Baron. The main idea of it all is 
to prove that the flutist, the clari- 
netist, the trumpet soloist, the con- 
ecertmaster, the violin battery, the 
reed specialists, et al. have been 
Drushing up on their music lessons; 
each does a snatch of plain and 
fancy musiking. 

The ballet’s waltz, ‘Poppies’, by 
Henry Hadley, Choreography by 
Ylorence Rogge, next. Oke on the 
ehor, but somehow that costuming 
was kinda Koster & Bialish. 

Follows Jack Powell, billed to ap- 
year after the choral ensemble, and 
30 announced, but making an en- 
‘rance first. Powell is the corking 
eork-up drum specialist who makes 
4 comedy feature and a display of 
yirtuosity with a pair of drum 
sticks, a chair and a fine sense of 
showmanship. He was the brightest 
gpot in the proceedings. 

That comedy has always been a 
gravely lacking quality of the M.H. 
sresentations is no secret. Powell's 
‘ntroduction may be along correc- 
sive lines, but it’s not enough. 
Amidst all that terping, choraling 
and symphonizing there’s dire need 
sor something punchily bright. 

That may explain in part why the 
Roxyettes, with the nearest ap- 
»yroach to anything hotcha in the 
Music Hall, always register such big 
gcore. But one can tire quick of 
geeing 32 concerted tapsters doing 
rhythmic Markertizing if it’s made a 
steady diet. However, true to M.H. 
tradition, again the PP asin 

opped up, and deservedly. 
ae But little wonder. They followed 
the Choral Ensemble (directed by 
Leon Rosebrooke) in ‘Liebestraum’, 
Viola Philo and Jan Peerce soloists, 
and while tip-top ensemble vocal- 
izing it’s not exactly hey-hey. 

Following the Roxyettes in turn, 
the ushers paraded on for the 
grande finale. A grand flash it 
made, too. 

An hors d@’oeuvre to the main stage 
eourse was Dick Leibert at the 
ergan with Jan Peerce vocalizing 
‘Trees’, tastefully productioned and 
beautifully lighted with appropri- 
ate light and lightning effects and 
all the trimmings. It was beautous 
in its simplicity and highly effec- 
tive. The newsreel followed; then 
the main stage show. Feature, ‘Man 
ef Two Werlds’ (Radio), an inaus- 
picious American introductory for 
Francis Lederer in films. Abet. 





ROXY, N. Y. 


This is a good place in which to 
fet your watch run down. Or to 
take a sandwich along in event of 
getting hungry. It takes over three 
hours to sit through the show this 
week, as clocked Friday night. 
Length of the program is caused 
largely by padding of the stags 
show out to an hour when it should 
not be running much more than 20 
minutes for good compactness, on 
the strength of the talent the stage 
holds. In view of the 15-minute 
broadcasts from the Roxy platform 
thrice weekly by Bill Jones and 
Ernie Hare, it would seem desirable 
that less running time be allotted 
the regular show. 

Rube Wolf came in Friday on the 
new program as the new master oF 
ceremonies and band leader, suc- 
ceeding Dave Schooler, who’s been 
here on that assignment a long time. 
Wolf is best known on the west 
coast, with substantial followings 
in both San Francisco and Los An- 
geles. He’s a distinct type, with a 
mug that’s become something of a 
trademark, and if getting the proper 
material and background should 
build himself up well on this stage. 

Wolf makes a good start cur- 
rently, proving among other things 
that he’s just not a band leader as 
some m.c.’s are. In a girl number 
about middle, the west coaster 
mixes into the routine. dancing with 
various members of the ensemble. 
He tops it all in a neat 





double, ! 


playing the cornet while dancing. 

Line girls open the show in an in- 
troductory for Wolf, topving that 
function with a strut number. They 
are also on for the close, doin_ one 
of their best routines in a long time. 
The girls are on roller skates and 
no falls Friday night at show 
caught, 

Were it not dragged out so far, 
the talent on current bill would 
make the unit far more entertaining 
than it is. Three Sailors and the 
team of Arren and Broderick pro- 
vide the humor, both acts keeping 
within the proper limits. 

Two other acts are Ray and Ru- 
dell, man and woman acrobatic team 
with a novel routine and Audrey 
Wyckoff, dancer, with two older 
men, one introduced as her father, 
the other as her grandfather. Wyc- 
koff act is up front on top of the 
opening. It might have been better 
farther down, ahead of the Three 
Sailors who bring up the close. 

Balabanow Five, billed on the 
program, is apparently mixed up 
with the girls in the production 
number in which Wolf himself takes 
a vital part. 

Friday night’s Jones and Hare 
broadcast for Taystee bread, better 
than it has been, largely through 
gags that went a little farther. in 
digging laughs. 

In addition to the feature, ‘I Was 
a Spy’ (Gaumont-Fox) and news- 
reel, house is playing ‘The Pied 
Piper’ (UA), a Silly Symphony car- 
toon, which had its first run book- 
ing some time back. Char. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


With the screen fairly oozing legs, 
Par bookers probably felt it was a 
good time to book in a band, though 
Fred Waring’s outfit is closer to the 
unit idea than some units. Also it’s 
closer to a band than a lot of bands. 
They fill in about 47 minutes, which 


is all the stage show, but better 
than piling in a couple of strange 
acts, and plenty to stretch the show 
to 142 minutes, which is about the 
average. 

What Waring didn’t know about 
putting a show together some one 
must have told him. With the Lane 
Sisters, ‘Babs,’ the Three Smoothies, 
Poley McClintock, Johnnie Davis 
and the Glee Club chorus, he has the 
makings of a full program without 
outside aid, and he knows how to 
use the material, which is the im- 
portant part. 

Gets the show off to a brisk num- 
ber, ‘We’re in the Money,’ then into 
a soft and low and a roll over to 
‘Sitting on a Log,’ varying from 
sweet to jazz, but only a couple of 
bits of the old-fashioned jazz and 
no headache instrumentation even 
there. 

Few numbers without some com- 
edy interruptions, but that’s what 
the audience wants, at least they did 
here, and the laughs were frequent 
and generous. A big hand for the 
elaborated domino bit and a riot for 
the encore for the act end, with half 
a dozen of the boys whooping it up 
with comedy costumes and the girls 
out of their long skirts at last. That 
finale could be a riot in a deaf mute 
asylum, and they were not deaf 
here. 

Waring’s male chorus is about as 
important as the band now. He does 
not go in for the usual a capella of 
the college glee clubs. He scores 
and directs the vocalists as though 
their stuff had been written for the 
instruments, and gets away from 
the mass chorus effect into some- 
thing as sensitive as a symphony, 
and with his judgment of pace he 
does not use them too much at any 
one point. 

A good show with plenty of va- 
riety in selections and pace, and 
accounting for the draw. Film has 
no b.o. name, so he has to haul all 
alone, and the business Friday sug- 
gests that he’s doing that. Feature 
is ‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ (Par), a 
condensed Paramount news and 
about four minutes of trailer, which 
is rather under length. Chic. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Biz is so good here that a mugg 
had to watch the show from the 
last row in the balcony. 
found out things. Customers are 
neighborly in the last row. Two 
girls sitting on the aisle opened 
conversation to mention that the 
week before Con Colleano had 
muffed that forward somersault of 
his on the wire. Colleano didn’t 
muff when caught at the State, Fri- 
day (change day) night, and biz 
due to ‘Dinner at Eight’ (M-G) was 
s.T.0. 

Nifty, nimble footed Colleano of- 
fers a thrill beginning, but Adair 
and Richards, doing a song and 
adagio act in three sections, get 
slapped because their final position 
plus the stuff they present has no 
relative position on the program. 
Good act by itself. (New Acts). 

Program suffices with comedy 
material. Leavitt and Lockwood in 
deuce and Buster West in next-to- 
shut provide satisfactory humor. 
Each on and offs easy. 

Lester Cole treys with his Texan 
Zangers. Cowboy outfits on open- 
ing change to marine suits later. 

Shan. 
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RIVOLI, HEMPSTEAD 


(‘Sweet and Lowdown’ Unit) 
Hempstead, lL. L, Jan. 14, 
Arthur and Morton Havel are the 
basis of this, the third of the mod- 


erately priced, non-name units pro- 
duced for an early opening on the 
Interstate in the south and any 
other time that eventuates. 

With the Havels as a foundation, 
‘Sweet and Lowdown’ is long on 
comedy. In style it differs consid- 
erably from the Johnny Perkins 
show which preceded it in Hemp- 
stead and which will set the pace 
for it on the southern time. The 
departure is in line with Charlie 
Freeman’s intentions to mix ’em up 
and avoid the sameness that was 
responsible for presentation enter- 
tainment in the past. 

While the Perkins unit is without 
a regulation girl line, ‘Sweet and 
Lowdown’ has one, a troupe of 16 
trained by Chester Hale, who staged 
all the unit’s numbers. Producers 
were John Hickey and Harry An- 
ger. Including the Havels, company 
numbers 28, plus a musical director 
(Lew Frohman, former RKO vaude 
pit leader), and a traveling back- 
stage crew of two. 

The Havels utilize their own ship 
deck set for the principal comedy 
item, to which the unit adds a rail- 
road station drop for the comedy 
opening, a Pullman upper and lower 
layout, and a prize fight ring. Pro- 
duction is not elaborate but every- 
thing looks clean, and neither scer- 
ery nor costumes are permitted tu 
interfere with the action. Flash is 
a spangled gown number under dim 
blue lights by the Hale girls. 

Thelma Temple, Audrey Gibson 
and an unbilled eccentric boy do 
the dancing. Honey Boys, black- 
face quartet, handle the singing. 
Principal member of the Honeys 
was out Saturday night with a 
bad throat, leaving a gap in the 
total effect, but there was enough 
left without him to satisfy the 
Hempstead audience. 

Miss Temple does the talking in- 
genue straight work, along with the 
Havels’ own male straight, for the 
comedy team, besides her tap danc- 
ing. Miss GYbson is a trick kicker 
who taps her shoulder blades with 
her tootsies. Unbilled boy gives an 
imitation of a train in one of the 
few sand dances witnessed in years, 
and later an eccentric jig. They all 
land on their own. 

Havels’ ship scene is their regu- 
lar full stage vaude turn, modified, 
with the Misses Temple and Gib- 
son, both nice lookers, on the re- 
ceiving end. The rest of their talk, 
sprinkled through the three othr 
comedy items, is in the _ typical 
Havel style, but mostly new. Fact 
that there’s a laugh sequence be- 
tween each musical, dancing or 
singing bit is the essence of the 
unit’s pace and merit. 

Rivoli was playing ‘Dancing Lady’ 
with the unit the first half. They 
were standing in the rear down- 
stairs aJl through the last stage 
show and into the start of the pic- 
ture. The coming first half house 
plays Harry Krivit’s ‘Modern 
Nights.’- Vaudeville has been de- 
clared out here entirely, with the 
house on the unit policy 100%. 

Bige. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


Compared to the level that has 
prevailed here in recent weeks the 
current stage setup represents an 
improvement in quality, tone and 
balance. No matter the time of day 
or the mood of. the audience the 
bill can be assured of at least two 
surefire reactions. And the acts that 
will do the delivering in a big way 
are Reggie Childs’ orchestra and 
supporting specialists spotted in 
closing and the Mills, Gold and Raye 
madhouse which precedes. 

Friday night’s attendance had 
little to get excited about until the 
proceedings reached the _ fourth 
niche and unloosened the M. G. & 
R. combine. Antics of this three- 
some quickly pulled the show out 
of the slough and the laughs and 
applause kept popping right up to 
the curtain that faded out the Childs 
entourage, Despite the waning 
popularity of the ditty, Childs 
opened them wide and heavy with 
a cleverly devised and highly di- 
verting conceit on ‘The Three Little 
Pigs.’ The Childs act spells smooth 
routining, crack entertainment and 
swell showmanship. 

Around Child’s turn is an air of 
class that is maintained through 
the band numbers, the eye tickling 
dance bits by Crawford and Caskey 
and the warbling interludes of Don 
Howard. Both the rhumba concep- 
tion and an acrobatic whirligig un- 
limbered by the Crawford-Caskey 
partnership did plenty damage to 
the onlookers’ palms. Howard, who 
has both the voice and the appear- 
ance, also landed solidly with this 
bunch. Childs’ last hotel connec- 
tion was the Roosevelt while the 
dance team is an importation from 
the Petit Palais niterie, 

Things went quietly for the first 
three turns. Arthur Petley put his 
stringy self through heaps of shen- 
nanigans on the trampoline and 
showed them a few neat tricks in | 
ithe way of casting and collected aa 








occasional giggle. Deuce slo 
brought Johnny Hyman and his 
nice little parlor divertissement in 
which he takes a blackboard, 4a 
piece of chalk and an eraser and 
plies an exhibit of word building 
that sums up as cute but dull. 

Sheila Barrett followed with her 
impersonations, which led off with 
Bert Lahr and singled out George 
Arliss for the finish. Her repertoire 
did not include Mae West or Jimmy 
Durante. That at least made her 
act somewhat different from the 
usual run of impersonators. Per- 
formance she uncorked gave the im- 
pression that she has gone arty. 
Perhaps the makeup affected has 
something to do with the shift in 
style. 

‘If I Were Free’ (Radio), an Ethel 
Waters’ short and a newsreel com- 
pose the week’s screen fare. Odec. 


PALACE, CINCY 


(‘Greenwich Follies’ Unit) 


Cincinnati, Jan. 12, 

While far removed from the run- 
of-mine tab musicals, this 45-peo- 
ple show played here on a four-a- 
day basis in connection with pix at 
a 44c. top. For color, quantity and 
quality of scenery and wardrobe, 
and clean entertainment it's the 
biggest bargain ever dished out in 
Cincy. A notable highlight is the 
splendid routine of the youthful and 
good-looking Chester Hale Girls, 24 
of whom make up the chorus. By 
way of distinction, there’s nary a 
blackout during the running time of 
75 minutes, 

Chick York and Rose King, vaude 
vets, supply the bulk of the comedy 
and romp gaily without hogging. 
From their variety vehicle of recent 
years they inject the sure-fire sleigh 
and inflated rubber horse skit and 
the always funny King takeoff of 
the oldtime Amazon prim. True 
York, their daughter, is in several 
bits, as ingenue. 

Coley Wirth, with Y. and K. for 
some seasons, abets capably in 
laugh situations and Edith Drake 
serves well as prima donna, Top 
solo vocal chores are done by 
Ernest Charles, lyric tenor, and a 
double male quartet, billed as the 
‘G. V. F. Octet.’ pipes sweeter than 
is to be expected in these days of 
screen and stage combos. Ayres 
and Rene contribute an adagio 
routine that smacks of class and 
daring. 

Ruby Norton scores mightily a la 
Mae West. The Three California 
Redheads, femme, are on twice for 
fast soft shoe and clog specialties. 

There are 35 hanging pieces and 
the troupe carries its own switch- 
board. Standout production num- 
bers are ‘Shadows on the Wall,’ 
‘Pirateers,’ ‘Kiss the Bride,’ which 
is beautified with a waltz by Ayres 
and Rene, and mainly the reproduc- 
tion of the original Weber and 
Fields military chorus, executed by 
the Hale gals. The last number em- 
ploys tights and below-the-knee 
garters. As pirateers the chorines 
sported wide-topped boots that af- 
ford more upper leg exposure. 

All music special save for the 
military chorus drill, which is ac- 
companied by a medley of old tunes. 
A near-closing smash is the bur- 
lesque operatic version of ‘Horsey 
Keep Your Tail Up,’ revived from 
the first ‘G. V. F.’ and cleverly 
handled by the male octet and nine 
principals. 

Show was produced by Curtis & 
Allen, with Carleton Hoagland and 
Chester Hale staging. Harry Carroll 
and George Bennett wrote the music 
and lyrics. Kolling. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
With the Four Mills Bros. on for 
a return engagement, following an 
interval of a week, and Richard and 
Pringle’s Georgia Minstrels as an 
added attraction, Paramount is giv- 
ing the customers a double-barreled 


stager this week, in addition to 
‘The Last Round-Up’ as the screen 
feature. 

Mills Bros., adding a few songs 
to the previous repertory, came 
back for strong reception, with the 
house roping off holdouts for the 
opening show. ‘Lazy Bones’, some- 
what clowned, again proved the fa- 
vorite number, others being ‘We're 
In the Money,’ the hauntingly mel- 
ancholy rendition of ‘Old Rockin’ 
Chair’s Got Me,’ ‘I Only Heard,’ 
and ‘Tiger Rag.’ Songs were fre- 
quently interrupted by applause for 
individual member's contribution. 

Mills are preceded by the Georgia 
Minstrels, featuring Broomfield and 
Greeley, with a company of 40, scor- 
ing in a nice variety of offerings. 
Effective clowning of Broomfield 
and Greeley climaxes where the 
pair invade mountain stronghold of 
savage Indians—represented by the 
line girls in gorgeous array—to 
teach the chief the fine art of shoot- 
ing crap. Situation is wowed for 
big laughs. 

Minstrels are lavishly presented, 
with Creole chorus flashy in strik- 
ing costumes, 

Added screen attraction is Bing 
Crosby's two-reel miniature mu- 
sical, ‘Just An Echo’. Stage portion 





of the show is an hour's solid en- 
tertainment 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


| At the Capitol this week is a fea< 
iture, ‘Fugitive Lovers’ (MG), whos6 

faults as entertainment are advere 

tised audaciously as virtues. With 
jthat stencil of something taken from 
ithe archives the house has a very 
| pretty but slow presentation of pure 


iclassicism, entitled, ‘The Romance 
of a Rose.” And acres of empty 
seats, 


Greatest expense apart from the 
rental on the feature is the 50-piece 
pit orchestra. A worthy ensemble 
of tooters and fiddlers, they attacked 
Gounod’s ‘Faust’ under the direction 
of Don Albert with considerable ef- 
fectiveness. This led logically 
enough into an excerpt from the 
opera rendered in full operatic tre- 
molo by Leona Cori, Guiseppe Bar- 
sotta and Arturo Imparato in the 
costumes of four centuries ago. 

Since the Capitol seems flounder- 
ing around not sure what to put on 
its stage and running the gamut 
from Harlem hi-de-ho to. Harlequin 
and Columbine, it might receive 
worse suggestions without solicit- 
ing them than to try more of these 
operas and go after the music crowd 
intensively. Obviously business be- 
ing not too encouraging these days 
the Capitol stands in need of busi- 
ness-getting schemes for those 
weeks when the screen suffers from 
‘nice little pictures’ that make the 
great big theatre look like Primo 
Carnera at a children’s party. 

Pop opera did well at the Hippo- 
drome. There is certainly an audi- 
ence for it and a regular schedule 
of lyric drama in combination with 
pictures might have value. To be 
sure it’s nothing new. Excerpis 
have been given intermittently at 
the Capitol and at the houses ad- 
ministered by Rothafel. Still the 
Hipp and the so-called Venice the- 
atre are not without their lessons. 

Anyhow, it’s a cinch that ‘The 
Romance of a Rose’ and others like 
it aren't qualifying either as poultry 
or seafood. It throws all the bur- 
den upon the screen when the screen 
is least able to sustain the weight. 

This singing, dancing, pantomimic 
‘story’ starts with Mario and Florio 
in a silhouette firtation. Top-hatted 
gent, lady in crinoline, business of 
dropping her kerchief, a rose pur- 
chased from a flower girl who then 
steps into ‘one’ for a glimpse of 
ballet while the scene is changed. 
Inevitably the rose is symbolized 
by the Chester Hale girls in multi- 
colored costumes and fluttering 
feather fans. A bumble bee sym- 
bolized by Marie Rio trips blithely 
in and among the petals, departs 
drunk with honey. Mario and Florio 
appear and waltz in the ultra-mod- 
erne manner of a Park avenue 
champagne parlor. 

It’s all most decorous, extremely 
suave, marked by the best of taste 
and desperately dull for competitive 
purposes in an aggressive theatrical 
set-up. Indeed, the entire Capitul 
show from overture to the final 
happy ending of the feature con- 
tains scarcely one item that isn’t 
serious, Comedy is practically ig- 
nored, Land, 


TRANSLUX 


(Also Fox Newsreel) 


Current program is one of the 
best the Luxer has projected in 
months. The house seems to have 
gotten wise to the fact that with 
the Embassy dark it has not only a 
chance to recruit new patrons but 
to retain them. Furthermore, the 
management is increasing the 
amount of news, stepping up the 
usual 28 clips to 35. 

If it were customary to award a 
medal for the best edited subject 
of the year, Pathe would stand an 
excellent chance to grab it with its 
present analysis of government 
debt. In the few moments which 
this clip occupies it gets over a 
chart of figures as far ahead at 1936. 
It does not overlook the unemployed 
or the war debts. Plus the report- 
ing, it is one of the biggest boosts 
for the Roosevelt administration, as 
well as one of the clearest and most 
convincing analyses either screened 
or printed. 

Paramount lists as exclusives 
views of Nazis releasing political 
prisoners and rioting in Palestine. 
Both are unusual subjects, the Pal- 
estine clip including close-ups of 
police being mauled by the public. 
The other subject is one of the first 
to come out of Germany in months, 

Drys are getting over a heavy 
campaign in the program. There 
are five or more clips on the sub- 
ject. As usual they are in the com- 
edy class, the pans of some of the 
leaders getting laughs even before 
they open up. Fox includes a por- 
tion of this campaign but the Luxer, 
through Paramount and Pathe is 
able to get in deeper. While it 
looks like a frame, that judge who 
gives stews the alternatice of drink- 
ing castor oil instead of going to 
jail is a natural for audiences, 
Pathe covers part of a Billy Sunday 
address. 

There are several kid subjects in 
the program which also win out- 
bursts, The fat-cheeked two year- 
old who recites the nursery rhyme 
is a certain bet. A title that brings 
planes to Hawail introduces 
| Universal’s subject of the naval 
| fliers. This leads the program, It 
(Continued on page 21) 
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and all America will 
welcome your genius! 





Erik Charell, producer of international fame! Charles Boyer, out- 
standing dramatic figure of France! Joining their genius under the 
FOX banner .. . to give America a glorious new entertainment 
thrill, Two more brilliant personalities added to the resplendent 
FOX roster. Further evidence that FOX is ever alert to add 
glamour to your box office! 











| CHARLES BOYER ERIK CHARELL 


a : Fe 





To appear in Erik Charell’s first Amer- = Here to make productions typical of the 
ican production ...which will bring:‘to — amazing vitality, originality and appeal 
the fore all the mysterious glamour that: which characterize his sensational Con- 
radiates from this magnetic personality. _tinental successes. 


* 
@ 
Producer of “White Horse Inn”, current hit of 
Foremost romantic and dramatic personality of all Europe (now in its 3rd year in Paris, its 2nd 





the French stage and screen. Starred in the French 
stage success: “Le Bonheur”; “Melo”; “Le Venier”; 
“La Gallerie des Glaces”. Starred in many motion 
picture hits... among others: Erich Pommet’s 
epochal “Liliom” in French. 


in London). Max Reinhardt’s associate in “The 
Miracle”. Successfully produced “The Merry 
Widow”, “The Three Musketeers”, “Madame 
Pompadour”, many other hits, in Berlin’s Grosses 


Schauspielhaus. 




















fat 





Tuesday, January 16, 1934 





xa__— 


PICTURES 














EXPLOITATION 


By Epes W. Sargent 





Short Lived But Good 
Omaha, Neb. 

Front page publicity broke for 
Art Abelson and his World theatre 
gang of ad posters as the result of 
a gag developed for showing of 
‘The Chief.’ Stunt consisted of cov- 
ering all fire plugs and parking 
signs in the downtown area with 
posters enjoining motorists not to 
park there, but to park at the World 
and see ‘The Chief.’ To be pro- 
tected it was necessary to secure 
permission from both the police and 
the fire commissioners. 

Unexpected front page angle re- 
sult as permission was. secured 
from only one commissioner and 
members of the other force discov- 
ered the work... Only regretable 
part was that posters did not re- 
main out long enough to receive due 
notice, but page one notice was 
deented recompense enough. Cost 
being 300 posters and wages of ad 
posters. 


Plugs the Basement 

Sophie Smith, who runs the Little 
Picture House, N. Y., for the Film 
Guild, has been building up her 
Tavern Room in the basement as an 
added attraction and getting a good 
play from patrons who might not 
respond to the call of the pictures, 
but who drop in and look at some 
film and 
have a light supper or to go in 
heavier for the curry dinner which 
is served from six to nine. That 
costs $1, but there are also sand- 
wiches and light refreshments to be 
had, with afternoon tea and after- 
dinner coffee free to all patrons. 
Both imported and domestic beers 
have been served since the 3.2 came 
in. 

Enterprise shows some _ direct 
profit, but the chief advantage is 
that it makes the house the center 
of things for that section. Plenty of 
houses have waste space which 
might be similarly utilized, and 
while the sale of beer may be 
frowned upon in spots, that’s not 
really necessary. The big argument 
is the social side, with patrons call- 
ing each other up to make a date 
after the film. It’s a permanent ap- 
peal that doesn’t depend upon the 
picture. If that’s not up to stand- 
ard, they merely go downstairs a 
little earlier. 
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then go downstairs to- 
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‘Fugitive’ Bus Bally 


Columbus 


Loew's Broad put on one of the | 
most strenuous campaigns. ever | 
for the present show, Fugitive 
Lovers,’ when they hired a fleet of 
Greyhound buses to cruise about 
town and invited any and all com- 
ing to see the show, which takes 
place almost entirely in a similar 
bus, to board one of the big blue 
boys and get a free ride to the 
house. Few took advantage of the 
free ride offer, but the many buses 
cruising about heavily placarded | 


were one 
weekend. 


Wholesale Rates 

Few independent operators seem 
to take to the idea of bulk produc- 
tion of standard printed matter 
They order by the week and take a 
one-color job, where with a little 
planning ahead they can get a two- 
color job at very little advance. 

A few managers who have it fig- 
ured out that composition and 
make-ready cost more than the ac- 
tual run through the press, have 
arrangements with the printing of- 
fice to run off one color when the 
shop is idle, printing up a supply to 
last eight or 10 weeks. This is in 
the bright color and the job is then 
set aside. Each week a sufficient 
number of the sheets is taken for 
the immediate requirements, and 
before the stock is fully exhausted 
the printer usually has a chance to 
run off another bulk job to keep 
busy some otherwise idle press. 
Often the cost is cut to a quarter 
of the price that would be charged 
for a one-time two-color rush job, 
because the printer is able to slip 
the job on a press which otherwise 
would not bé earning anything. 

The same idea can be applied to 
block one-sheets and larger pieces, 
the essential thought being that 
saving the printer’s time will save 
two impression costs as well. It 
involves a larger order for paper, 
but this also will bring a discount 
that will offset the slight additional 
amount tied up in stock. 

One man takes the idea even fur- 
ther. He figures out novelties that 
can be run off in odd seasons and 
then overprinted in a rush when 
they are needed. It helps. 





Modeled Frames 


Some years ago a San Diego the- 
atre man, Richard A. Addison, de 
velepod a formula for a modeling 
compound that is similar to the 

10re modern gesso, but less expen- 
sive. It can be used for frames, 
relief displays or any other pur- 
pose, and will take color nicely 
after it has dried. 

The composition consists of equal 
parts of plaster of paris znd kal- 
somine mixed with water and a 
small amount of white glue. Too 
much glue will cause shrinkage in 
drying and develop cracks. so a lit- 
tle experimenting is in order tefore 
a large batch is made up The 
addition of some _ glycerine. will 
overcome a tendency to crack. 

The stuff is kneaded inio a stiff 
mass and applied to the rough wood 
frame or whatever it is desired to 
decorate and worked into a design 
with modeling tools. It should be 
permitted to dry thoroughly and 
then given a coat of varnish, me- 
tallice paint or ordinary enamel in 
any desired color. Where the man- 
agerial skill docs not run in the 
direction of sculpture, it should be 
possible to enlist the aid of some 
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of the sensations over the | 








Wrong Free Ride 


Metro hired some trucks for 
exploitation purposes on ‘Fug- 
itive Lovers. Pasted a strip 
icross them reading Hop on 
ind get a ride to the Capitol 
(N. Y.) to see ‘Fugitive Lovers.’ 


Okay, except that one of the 
trucks used belonged and was 
prominently iabeled as belong- 


ing to an orphanage home. 











art teacher or even an art school 
|}pupil. It might even be feasible 
ite send a set of frames over t¢ 
the art teacher cf a public school 
with an offer of ticket or cash 
prizes for the best frames. 

‘he stunt will provide a new 
dvess: for the iobby for a small cost. 


Also 
for 


useful in making up frames 


a special picture. 


Certified Pix 
Pittsburgh. 
On the theory that film advertis- 
ing has cried ‘wolf’ too often, Jo* 
Feldman, WB advertising chief, has 
had a ‘Certified Entertainment’ seal 
drawn up which he plans to affix to 


all newspaner copy for what he cal's 


‘deserving pictures.’ No fanfare ac- 
companying start of seal stunt, wita 
Feldman holding to the belief thai 
public itself will become aware of it 


in time and accept it at its face 
value. 

First time this sort of thing has 
been tried. Managerial endorse- 


ments have occasionally been used 
but in several cases chiefly to bol- 
ster weak pictures. Feldman insists 
his advertising seal will be slappei 
enly on copy pictures which he be- 
lieves to deserve it. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law’ at Stanley 
this week initial picture to get the 
seal, with a little reading matter 
attached to explain its significance. 


More Goodwill 


Neighborhood manavcer has effect- 
ed a junction with a charitable or- 
ganization to act as distributor of 
magazines and other fiction con- 
tributed by patrons and others for 
the diversion of shut-ins. 

A receptable in the lobby is pro- 
vided for the receipt of read mag- 
azines and books and twice a week 
his bill wagon is pressed into ser- 
vice to shift the load to a list of 
about a hundred lame and bed- 
ridden persons, picking up the old 
packets and taking them on to an- 
other address while fresh material 
is left. It involves considerable 
bookkeeping to prevent duplication 
of reading matter to the same name, 
but a couple of the ushers have be- 


come interested and assist in this 
service, and the magazines are 
shifted about until all have seen 


them, when such &as are still in good 
condition are sent to a refuge for 
unemployed men. 

Manager figures that the word of 
mouth advertising given the visit- 
ing friends of those helped is alone 
worth the trouble, but in addition 
the house has upped business a lit- 
tle from those who come to leave 
contributions and stay on to see 
the show. 

Useful only where the sector is 
small enough to permit word to get 
about, but that will fit many lo- 
calities and small town spots. 





Boomed the Carioca 


As a side publicity stunt on ‘Flying 
Down to Rio,’ Leon J. Bamberger, of 
Radio Pictures, sent out 2,000 
broadsides to dance halls and 
teachers, giving illustrations of the 
steps and urging the recipients to 
boom this new version of the tango. 

Sheet was chiefly concerned with 
the dance directions but carried suf- 
ficient copy on the picture to make 
for interest. 


Good Idea Yet 


New Haven. 

Erle Wright had a nifty gag laid 
out for ‘Flying Down to Rio’ but it 
failed to materialize due to cold feet 
of principals. Stunt was a tie-up 
with local sheet to provide couple 
to be married in the air over town. 
Great idea, but a survey failed to 
unearth anybody with nerve enough 
to go through with it. 


Carries It Over 
While Sunday was a deterrent to 


many New Year's eve parties this 
year, one small towner put over 


such a gay affair that he is think- 
ing of making it a monthly event. 





Several of the patrons have made 


the suggestion and he is seriously 
considering the idea. 
Plans to hold it on the last Fri- 


| day of each month, with the show 
| starting as soon after 11 as he can 


get the regular night house out and 
' the newcomers in. He'll have a 
small show, mostly local talent, 
with the audience supplied with 
paper caps and noise makers. If 
the show runs short, the patrons 
will be invited to come up on the 
stage and stretch it out. That's | 
where he made the initi.l hit. He 
had or four acts, to get the crowd 
in the right humor, then he staged 
tugs of war, wrestling, boxing 
low! ry and a singing contest. He 
m.c.’3 the events so smartly that | 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Denver. | been transferred to New York as 

Edwin Bluck, former part owner! manager of Loew's Paradise at 
of the Hiawatha, Denver, has take! rat comes here from (¢ bus 
long-term leases on the Cover and where he had been director of pub- 
U.S.A. theatres at Fort Morgan, | licity relations of Loew's two the- 
| Colo., from John Andersen. }atres there. 

J. J. Goodstein, owner of theatres | — 
in Pueblo. Rocky Ford, Colo., and Los Angeles. 
Philadelphia, Pa., has remodeled the Fox West Coast theatre changes 
old opera house at Alamosa, Colo.,| during the past week had Gerald 
into a theatre, naming it the Palm, Gallagher transferred from the 
the same as his houses in Pueblo] California in San Diego to the 
and Philadelphia. Paramount in Portland, Ore., where 

Chas. Ernst, formerly with Fox,/| he succeeded Al Haney as man- 
is now general manager for J. J. | ager. 
Goodstein’s string of theatres in Carl Meeker went to the Fair- 
Colorado. mont in San Diego, replacing Carl 

Chas. A. Muloch is remodeling 1! Miller who took over management 
garage at Rocky Ford, Colo., mak-| of the Criterion in Santa Monica. 
ing it into a theatre with 700 seats.| Latter replaced J. A. G. Schiller, 
Installing RCA high fidelity. who moved to the United Artists 

Mullen. Neb., opera house has|]at Whittier. 
been reopened. —_—— 

Pastime theatre at Pine Bluff, Bellefontaine, O. 
Colo., closed. Tom Olsen in as dist. mgr. here 


has reopened the 


N. M. 


J. & Burton 
Lyric at Carazoza, 


and Piqua for Schine theatres. For- 
merly Fox-W.C. in Seatle, Spokane 


G. E. Payne reopens the Princess | and Bakersfield, Cal. 
at Ault. Colo. iasebeiniaee 
Memphis. 
Los Angeles. Joseph Bohn, Warner Brothers 
Gerald Gallagher, former manager division manager here, resigned to 
of FWC California theatre, San/enter the neighborhood theatre 
Diego, recently replaced by Al business independently in Louis- 
Haynie, assigned to manage Pavra-| Ville. Bohn was succeeded by M. 


J. Conners. 


mount, Portland. 
Minneapolis. , Canton, O. 
Fay Tyler, manager of Ww. A. Ed C. Paul, many years with Gus 
Steffes’ Paradise, nabe. Formerly | Sun agency, Springfield, O., now 


managing the Strand and Para- 


with Publix publicity at Lyceum. 
mount, Middletown, O. 


Canton, O. John Fisher, Sharon, Pa., man- 
L. Ward Farrar has assumed his| ager for Warners assigned to 
duties as manager of Loew’s here| Ridgeway, Pa. house, with Ed 





replacing George Krasha, who has (Continued on page 47) 
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“Gallant Lady” is a 
great show! Already 


have a great campaign 








laid out 


for it! 
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Ralph Goldberg 
City Manager for 
Paramount, Orpheum & 
World Theatres 

Omaha, Neb. 
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A STATEMENT 





MK OU no doubt have read of my resignation from Radio City. 





Because I am leaving for a brief rest it has been impossible 
to communicate with many of my friends in the motion picture 


industry. 


Therefore, I am taking this means of expressing to them my very 
great appreciation for the loyalty and the warm personal friend- 


ship shown me. 


To my staff, to the executives in the industry and to all the 
other fine men and women in this business whom I am _ proud 
to call my friends, I write this note of thanks and gratitude for 
the pleasant relations which have been my good fortune to enjoy, 


and which I am sure will continue. 


For the present all communications should be addressed to me 
at 115 Ceniral Park West, New York City. 


Sincerely, 


w“ a 
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eovers the take-off and personnel 
very well. 

Newspaper lines are also repre- 
gented in many other respects. The 
plane that hit a broadcasting tower 
in Belgium, unrest in Ireland, a big 
fire in Chicago and the poultry 
show are included. Pathe as well 
contributes the Tilden-Vines tennis 
match. Paramount caught the 
arrival of Russia's ambassador and 
also reviewed extensively scenes in 
Japan with the birth of an heir to 
its throne. The program had an 
abundance of magazine material, as 
well. 

Excepting Mrs. Catt’s birthday, 
England's Bible purchase and a Ma- 
drid lottery there was nothing 
which the Fox reel had which was 
not to be viewed in the Luxer. 
Other subjects included Boulder 
Dam, Attorney General Cummings, 
Illinois farmers spilling milk and 
Garden wrestling. Waly. 


Pantages, Hollywood 


Hollywood, Jan. 12. 

Alexander Pantages achieved a 
reputation as a combination vaude 
and picture operator many years 
ago. He was a top notcher in his 
class. Then blew the business at 
the depression turn of the tide to 
let RKO take a trimming. They 
took it properly. 

Then Pan decided it was time for 
him to rehabilitate the Pantages 
name on theatre marquees and put 
out his vaude road shows: It was 
tried. But did not last. 

Reason seems quite obvious by 
the manner he tries to present a 
few real vaude acts in his house this 
week. He got that movable plat- 
form idea where the band must 
come up from the pit. Others had 
it, years ago. It worked then. But 
today audiences want to see more 
and get more in action than a 12- 
piece musical assemblage and a 
couple of acts grabbed from here 
and there. Pantages, an adept 
showman, should know this. He 
was acknowledged as a showman 
with the material he sold over the 
footlights in the past. Pan may not 
have lost his shrewdness. But he 
has just let it go At that and per- 
mitted a sort of mangerial cabinet 
to formulate and operate his shows. 

Theatre has been open three 
months now. Returns have been 
poor. All he had was odds and ends 
of first runs and a choice of Colum- 
bia and Universal product to play. 
That may be one excuse. But it is 
not enough as Pan knew that before 
he started. He is trying to operate 
on a shoestring basis as far as his 
stage show and advertising are con- 
cerned. Just cannot be done. 

Talent costs money and talent 
when it is purchased should not be 
wasted in front of a band when a 
house is trying to bring back vaude 
as Pan started in to do. Trade in 
the other houses he booked in this 
sector was. disheartening. The 
shows were presented in true vaude 
form or the style for which he had 
a reputation. It was just to fill 40 
minutes or so and let it go at that. 
And that is the way it is still being 
done by him and should vaude ever 
be rehabilitated in this sector, it 
will not be done by Pan, unless he 
takes off his coat, gets in at those 
rehearsals and sees that the acts 
have room to work in and scenery 
to back them up. That goes espe- 
eially for the flash turns, which 
Were always a feature on the Pan 
eircuit. 

Current show has Babe Egan with 
an orchestra of 12 called the Debu- 
tantes headlining. It is not the old 
Egan ‘red heads’ and nowhere near 
a presentable musical aggregation 
from a woman with a rep for a real 
entertaining outfit. Seems as 
though it is a pickup group, which 
had jittle rehearsal and was just 
trving to keep moving here, there 
and everywhere. They opened with 
rendition of ‘42nd Street’ with saxo- 
phonist vocalizing chorus as though 
she were throwing out a distress 
signal. 

Haines Twins, couple of locals 
who sat in with band, did some 
steel string Hawaiian harmony, 
chanted and then finished with a 
dance. Kids still are getting experi- 
ence and bill of this sort does them 
no harm, as at least they have a 
few people to play to. Carl Shaw 
on next helped out by a male stooge 
and one of the Haines girls goes 
into comedy attempt working in 
front of band, which kind of missed, 
and finally scored with his eccen- 
tric stepping, especially his dummy 
dance. 

Joaquin Garat, Filipino, comes on 
to warble a ballad and finishes with 
comedy number. Reminds much of 
the youth that sang with the illus- 
trated slides, which are now re- 
placed by the stage mike which did 
not work. Then John and Mary 
Mason, with fantastic and comedy 
roller skating stunts which stopped 
the show. Smart combination 
using audience plants and finish 
themselves with the girl hanging 
around the man’s neck by one foot. 
For finale orchestra rendered 
‘Faust’ with a fire eater giving the 
number its color effect. Audience 
Short of 300 at last night show evi- 
denced more interest in ‘By Candle- 
light’ (U), the screen feature, than 
in the show entertainment. 


Yes, Mr. Pantages should roll up tured 








—————— 


his sleeves before it is too late if! 


he wants to sell vaude entertain- 
ment here, otherwise looks as 
though there will be no chance for 
the house, as he has tried every- 
thing else and nothing worked out 
to his satisfaction, financially or 
otherwise. Uag. 


FOX, B’KLYN 


It’s another Alex Oumansky pro- 
duction with Freddie Berrens pilot- 
ing the stage band and doubling as 
m.c. Compared to what the house 
had been accustomed to palming off 
as a stage show prior to the Ouman- 
sky-Berrens entry, the current 
week’s affair achieves a fairly sat- 
isfactory level of entertainment. 

Show has flash, a melange of 
dancing that easily passes muster, 
lots of people on the stage to make 
it look big and enough good choral 
singing to make of that department 
an acceptable contribution. Pres- 
entation’s weakness lies in its rou- 
tining. It starts off with a rousing 
pace and by midway the excite- 
ment has waned and the interest is 
anybody's but the customers’. 

Berrens does well at dishing out 
the palaver across the foots. He 
packs enough personality to get 
him by and when it comes to selling 
himself beyond that point, Berrens 
can always ring in some reference 
to the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, whose payroll he left last Sep- 
tember. Apparently Berrens has 
some understanding with the net- 
work about his connection here be- 
cause the pickup aggregation he’s 
using at the Fox is billed as a CBS 
combo. 


If anything, the band as Berrens 
manipulates it is a credit to the 
CBS tag. On the current show it 
has two interludes to itself and the 
expertly mixed package of dansapa- 
tion it delivered on either occasion 
registered in a big way with the 
attendance Saturday afternoon. 


Present stanza's put-together is 
labelled ‘Scenes from Old New 
York,’ with idea backed up by a 
couple of fairly imposing scenes of 
the New York locale and the tog- 
ging out of the cast in garments 
of the old Bowery era. Open bit 
allows for the Fox's standing mixed 
chorus of 14 to give way to ‘The 
Bowery, I'll Never Go There Any- 
more’ and the line of 24 girls to 
follow this up with a so-so tap rou- 
tine. Next inning unlimbers a duet 
on the ‘Maggie’ theme and a smooth 





piece of buck and winging by a 
mixed quintet of youngsters. Con- 
gregation dealt liberally with each 
of these numbers and also found 


Paul Nolan's outlay of simple jug- 


gling, Fay Adler's pirouetting and 
the nonsense warbling of Ronnie, 
Van and Kamplain much to its 
liking. 

Do Re Mi, CBS harmony three- 
some, overstayed its welcome, but 
the act garnered enough applause 


to rate as a worthy filler-in for 
presentations. For the next to clos- 
ing spot there’s Bayes and Speck’s 
crossfire. Takings for the team 
were moderate. 
Feature, ‘By Candle Light’ (U). 
Odec., 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


(RADIO REVELS’ UNIT) 

Will Osborne, the crooner who 
once sued Rudy Vallee for alleged- 
ly copying his crooning style, is 
well known to vaude audiences 
which have seen him frequently 
with band acts of his own. He has 
now gone a little farther, adding 
several acts which themselves are 
known in vaude, and stretched it 
all out to unit length 

Down here the Osborne produc- 
tion took the place of the regular 
five-act bill the half of the week 
extending from Tuesday to Friday 


(9-12). It’s a fair show and, among 
others, includes George Campo, 
Reynolds and White and Serge 
Flash. They work in front of the 


band, giving the 


13-piece Osborne 
house expression 


unit that. picture 
and appearance, 

First on are the Three Jacks, 
rhythm dancers, Flash following. 

Juggler still finishes by tossing a 
ball to the audience, to be tossed 
back to him. It seems a waste to 
continue this as far as it was, since 
Flash was catching the ball mostly 
with his hands. Slowed up the 
show badly. 

The Reynolds and White 
act is about middle, while 
Campo with his comedy acrobatics 


tramp 
( ree ree 


| 


is further down with the girl who 
assists him and in the Apache 
tosses him around a little A ddi- 
tional talent includes Michael, a kid 
playing the accordion, and Meliss 
Mason, clever hi -kicking dancer. 
Osborne's band numbers lude 
a novel number to repr n r 
fusion in a broadeasting station and | 
some ‘Big Bad Wolf’ flavo Os- | 
borne himself does a solo of ‘Did 
You Ever See a Dream W , 
selling it nicely j has m f 
ind his boys in white } m beach 


Suit Vv ai ) ne t i 


WM. WYLER ON ‘GLAMOUR’ 
Hollyw 0d, J in. 15 


William Wyler will dire 


t ‘Glam- 
next for Un 


our,’ Ben Zeidman's 
versal, With ty ) i A lIart 
spot. 


| 
| 


| 





PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


Just a badly routined vaudevi! 
Show here this week, though wit! 
some good material. Idea seems 
to have been to set the line of ge 


in a couple dance numbers and 


sprinkle a half dozen acts in 
tween. The sprinkler didn’t wor 
very well, 

Stan Meyers, house m.c., gves | 
classical for his overture Leads 
the lads through hunks of Uv 


fourth and fifth Tschaikowsky Svm- 
phonies by way of Dvorak’s New 
World Symphony and ends up with 
a taste of the Pilgrim's Chorus from 
Tannhauser, Makes a good over- 
ture, though too heavy for this type 
of audience. 


Show starts with Ravel's Bolero 
too, which makes it pretty s)ow in 
toto. Line of girls do version wiih 
trick costumes and red umbre!lis 
Would have been a good number if 
the girls could learn precision, but 
as is it’s pretty much of an eyes i 
For the tail-end the Romeros come 
on with a rumba. Just a fragment 
and doesn't show enough of the 
team. 

At this stage Meyers deserts his | 
pit-boys and shows up on the stage 
to announce new turns as they come 
along. Seems a little silly. If he's 


good enough to conduct the over- 
ture he ought to guide the musi- 
cians through the rest of it. If he 


does have to make the announce- 
ments vocally, no reason why he 
can’t make them from the pit to 
keep up the illusion of his being a 
band leader, 

Six Danwell’s in trick Hungarian 
costumes, for tumbling and teeter 
board work. Then Demarest and 
Sibley, okay song and piano duo. 
Miss Sibley had a hard time making 
a getaway. Line of girls again in a 
hoop thing that, again, didn’t pan. 
Lights failed to work properly this 
time. 

Eddie Carr, in one, had an eas) 
time of things, despite he opened 
somewhat in a chillish atmosphere. 
Biggest mistake of the bill comes 
in the next turn, three X Sisters, 
announced as by courtesy of NBC. 


Harmonizing girl trio is okay but | 
spends half its time on the ros- | 
trum giving imitations. Trying io | 
give imitations after Eddie Gary | 


gets through with his mimicking. is 
something of a task. 

Line probably should have com 
back here to close up the show, but 
may have been tired, Nothing hap- 


pened. Lights went off and trai'‘ers 
started. Show runs too long, 72 
minutes, so that’s probably the 


answer, 

‘Fight Cirls in a Boat’ (Par) on the 
screen, plus a newsreel, run the en- 
tire show's running time up to 160 
minutes, fair enough. Kauf. 








| shows. 





PITT, PITTSB’G 


CSHUFFLE ALONG’ UNIT) 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 

A glorified floor show, there's 
enough in this sepia revue to carry 
it over with room to spare. That 
‘Shuffle Along’ tag doesn’t mean a 
thing. It’s merely the title of a 
show. Right now, all that’s left of 
it is a few of the original song num- 
bers that Eubie Blake’s band plays 
but nobody sings from the stage. 

Outside of that, it might be a 
Cotton Club offering. Although 
Blake and his boys start out in the 
pit with a regular overture, they 
shift shortly to the stage during a 
Miller and Moreland bit in ‘one’, 
and thereafter Eubie becomes m.c. 
in addition to stick-waver. 

Carries a chorus of 10 brownskins 
who go after their work as if thes 
mean it. Give the audience the im- 
pression that they enjoy their aban- 
doned wiggling, and it’s contagious 
They're around most of the time 
save during the Miller-Moreland 





patter and Blake’s band specialty 
Little production outlay apparent 
with only a few backdrops used, so 
overhead is chiefly talent. What 
that amounts to these days is a 
matter of conjecture, but there’s no 
doubt that ‘Shuffle Along’ can get 
by on a fairly soft budget Fro 
looks of things today, there should 
be little trouble, for at the first 
show, Pitt had a full check both 
downstairs and in first balcony and 
they were standing at the break 


Most legitimate sock is recistered 
by Three Brown Spots, dusky dan: 
ing demons in one of those chal 
lenge routines that winds up in a 
frenzied whirlwind. 30ys stopped 
the show cold and had to come hac 
for more Flournoy Miller, form- 
erly of Miller and Lyles, has a n¢ 
partner in Morton Moreland, |! 
their act is essentially the same 
Get three spots and even diz up the 
blackboard routine Aside f 
that, everything else sounds 
new ind boys had no tr ] 
ti! t l share 

Bilal = ina ane 

4 i 
eade loir i cracks i 
i ‘ i “WW ) 

”) ! mer i 
} D x ind Gene \" 
t T ] t x j i 
B n 

i 
3, in 1d 
ple of r 
it they do 
! One gal, however 
town in a hot dance that | 
| pounding their fists. 

Brown Spots are on for what 
imounts to next-to-closing and | 
hen there's the finale, as fast 1 | 
renzied as anything the I 
B 1dwa lored offerings 


ever turned out At least one more 


sock wouldn't have hurt, but tab 
can still get by without it. 

‘I Was a Spy’, British-made pic- 
ture released by Fox, on screen and |t 
I newsreel. Regular house orches- 


tra out this week, and managem<¢ 


uur shows 


has also gone back to f 

daily and that 40c top, indicat 
verhead on ‘Shuffle Along’ can be 
too high. Cohen 


ORPHEUM. OMAHA 
(CARTISTS’ MODELS’ UNIT’) 
Omaha, Jan. 9 

For its first full 
year Orpheum brought in 
ninute unit, which is evidently an 
attempt to capitalize on the ‘Artists 
and Models’ title, 


this 65- 


town in the days of regular road 


week of the new | 


which used to hit | 


But this unit comes close in | 


name only, as it does not even ap- |! 


sical, but is merely an assembly of 
vaude acts for picture house con- 


sumption. Production by Will J. 
Harris is given prominent billing, so 


there will be no confusion with 
‘Artists and Models.’ 

Openers are the Darling twins, 
who sing first and dance later on, 


though only one sister did the work 
at the midweek shows, as the other 
was ill and out. Second turn is 
Burns, Moriarity and Burns, hoofing 
trio. Although billed as a trio, most 
of their stage time is given to tak- 
ing turns at showing individual 
steps; they work at two different 
periods of the unit. 

Following is Chick Kennedy, plat- 
inum blonde, who is mentioned in 
radio connections, with her versified 


impressions, some original, some 
imitations. She is aided and 


succeeded by Don Santos, who car- 


ries the comic assignment. He de- 
pends almost entirely on the shady 
element for his gags and otherwise 


| proach the road show type of mu-/! 


hardly invade r n reserved 
M \ I t h di ipes his 
wn er ~ models with 
e us ‘ pins and tucks, all 
jot w is k ! e Y his 
I \ Ss appear and which 
Y PS é < wit) rryé ~ 
creations i men 
iuse of the models 
i Next to the finale spot is taken 
by Don Zelaya, a ri -poly nimble 
ng d pianist v m¢ combined 
playing and lecturing is also fa- 
miliar here Along with Miss Ken- 
nedy and Berg Zelaya gets the 
heavy billing. 
Pit band moves to the stage for 
the last half of the show and prin- 
cipal numbers are interspered with 


a line of 10. All in all the show adds 
up no better than the average vaude 
unit. 

Music besides the pit band, led by 
inddie Perrigo, includes Rosita at 
the organ, an offering made only 
with stage attractions. Film ‘House 
on 56th Street’ (WB). 





Revamping ‘Vanities’ 





Hollywood, Jan. 15 


Paramount's ‘Murder at the Van 
ities’ is getting a complete rewrite 
by Carey Wilson and Sam Hellman 

Stage play illogical, execs said. 

Teet Tom 
Baily in de- 
partment, Sat- 
urday. 

Press agent goes east to return 
to the coast as public relations con- 
tact with Earl Carroll and the 12 


Carle, assistant to 
Paramount publicity 
left for New York 





girls he is bringing here for work 
in ‘Murder at the Vanities.’ 

The group is expected to leave 
|New York for Hollywood next Fri- 
(19), with publicity splashes 


| day 


en route 
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Gallant Lady” should be a 
great box-office attraction. This 
is the type of picture the public 


a. 








wants to 


see. 








Laurence Bolognino 
Consolidated 
Amusement 
Enterprises 
New York City 
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“Here is a great picture — prob- 
ably one of the most timely and 
impressive stories ever brought to 
the screen. Packed with emotion- 
stirring value. Poignantly realistic, 
it should be tremendously pop- 
ular with all classes of patrons.” 


— Motion Picture Herald 
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Bintewnd ‘Miss Fane's 
Baby.’ Everybody enthusi- 
astic and positive it will be 
excellent box office attrac- 


tion.“—Charles D. Skouras, 
Fox West Coast Theatre 


“The picture is one of those 
often talked of but rarely 
produced. A combination 
of suspense and feminine 
appeal—with the stress on 


the former.” 
— Hollywood Variety 


“Paramount has a hit in 
“Fane's Baby Is Stolen.’ A 


PARAMOUNT PICTURE it’s the. best 














picture that is timely, 
universal and appealing. 
Preview audience sobbed 
unrestrainedly through the 
whole thing and burst out 
with whole - hearted ap- 
plause at the end.” 

— Hollywood Reporter 





“This production is anideal 
combination of up-to-the- 
minute sentiment with 
tense heart interest and a 
suspense that holds all 


sé 
the way. 
-— Motion Picture Daily 
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Wrong, Either Way 


Phoenix, Jan. 15. 
long stretch of let- 
ters from the home office kick- 
ing about business, Willard A. 
Osborne, of the Fox Phoenix, 
finds the shoe on the other 
foot. Out on bail to answer a 
charge of overcrowding the 
theatre, with hearing set for 
Thursday (18). 

Osborne figures he’s 
patsy either way. 


TO ASK MORE CUTS FOR 





After a 


the 











3 BROADWAY CINEMAS Threaten Mortgage 


ON THE OPEN MARKET: 


Three Broadway houses, the Cri- 
terion, Embassy and Ca ) i 
reported available Though RKO 
| home office denies it, it is said th 
Cameo, which has operted as an 
artie for many years, could be had 





PAR SALARIES, FEES 





Demand for further reductions in 
the allowance of salaries and fees 
in connection with the Paramount 
equity receivership which preceded 
is expected to be made 
tomorrow morning (Wednesday) 
when a bill for $208,000, recom- 
mended for payment by Referee 
Henry K. Davis, comes up before 
Judge Bondy in U. S. District Court 
for approval. 

Following many objections, the 
Referee reduced the amount from 
the $295,000, originally asked for, to 
$208,000. He recommends, in setting 
the date of hearing before Judge 
Bondy, that the district court ap- 
prove payment of this reduced sum 
after fine-combing objections and 
answers filed with him. 

Referee Davis did not reduce the 
amounts applied for in behalf of 
Charles D. Hilles and Adolph Zukor, 
who were the receivers under the 
equity administration lasting less 
than two months. Hilles is allowed 
the full $30,000, of which $5,000 has 
already been paid, while Zukor is 
recommended to receive $18,545. 
This is the balance asked for by 
Zukor after receiving $4,502 from 
Par subsidiaries. 

Major reduction by the referee is 
in the cutting of $25,000 as fee to 
Root, Clark & Buckner as attorneys 
to Hilles and Zukor under the equity 
receivership. Other reductions are 
in fees for attorneys in other cities 
who represented ths Hilles-Zukor 
duo’in ancillary or other proceed- 
ings. 


bankruptcy, 
















































































Publicity Boys Gather 
On Code Interpretation 


Publicity heads of the picture 
companies and the theatre circuits 
pow-- vowed last week in New York 
at the Hays office, Jeff McCarthy 
presiding, to determine a code of 
ethics for exploitation stunts, tie- 
ups, contests, etc. All with an eye 
to conformance with the film code. 

Confab followed a heated diatribe 
by Col. Ed. Schiller, head of Loew 
theatre operations, who insisted up- 
on a literal adherence to the code. 
Schiller monopolized the floor at a 
previous meeting in the Hays of- 
fice. 

Publicists concurred with Schiller 
on giveaways of crockeries, gro- 
ceries, other premiums and the like, 
but stated when a newspaper tieup 
for a contest, or a giveaway of trips 
was effected, they could see no ob- 
jection. Schiller’s attitude was that 
one thing is bound to lead to an- 
other, and that what may be tech- 
nically okay at the moment may 
soon lead to an infraction of code 
provisions. It is for this reason, 
Schiller admitted, that he was pur- 
posely leaning a bit backwards at 
the moment. 

Schiller cited his mild displeasure 
at a stunt which the Capitoi, N. Y., 
a Loew house, employed last week 
in connection with ‘Fugitive Lovers’ 

































































Dec. 14 ___Dec, 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
FOX Lips Betray Master of Charming Jimmy and 
(4,000; 25-35-50) $15,000 Men Deceiver Sally 
High. $43,600 | (Stage Show) $12,000 $14,000 $15,000 
Low.. 8,900 (Phil Regan 
ni on stageé) 
ALBEE Hoopla Worst Counsellor | Little Women 
(3,500; 25-35-50) $26,000 Woman $20,000 $23,000 
High. $45,000 (Vaude) $14,000 (Lanny Ross 
Low.. 9,000 > on stage) 
STRAND Headquarters Havana Son of Sailor House on 
(2,000; 25-35-50) $9,600 Widows $9,500 56th St. 
High. $28,500 $8,900 $11,000 
Low. 4,000 
PARA- Sitting Pretty Sitting Double Life Duck Soup 
MOUNT $30,000 $18,000 $12,000 $24,000 
sears Glad (Stage Show) (2d week) (New Low) 
5 
High. $79,000 
Low.. 12,000 : 
METRO- Dancing Blood Money Ladies Going H’wood 
POLITAN Lady $24,000 Behave $22,000 
(2,400; 25-35-50) $24,000 $23,000 
High. $39,000 (Vaude) (‘Crazy Quilt’ 
Low.. 14.000 a i a on stage) 
ST. LOUIS 
Dec. 14 __ Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
AMBASSA- World Only Lady Killer | Sitting Pretty 
DOR Changes Yesterday $23,000 $18,000 
(3,000; 25-35-55, $15,906 $14,000 
High. $48,800 | (Stage Show) | (New Low) 
Low. 14,000 
FOX Jimmy and | Husbands Go Made Me Big Moment 
(5,000; 20-25-35) Sally $8,000 Love and 
High. $8,000 and Smoky 
Low.. (Stage Show) Curtain at 8 $8,000 
$8,000 
STATE Baron Ladies Biood Money | Going H’wood 
(3,000; 25-355-5 $10,000 Behave and $11,000 
High. $31,50¢ and Chief 
Low.. 10,000 Solitaire Max $10,000 
a eee we 0, 000 
MISSOURI Invisible Man | After Tonight | Headquarters | Wonderland 
(3,500; 25-35-40) $8,000 and and $9,000 
High. $29,500 College Without (New Low) 
Low.. 6,000 Coach Room 
a $8,000 $6,000 
ST. LOUIS Right to Little V.omen Women Son of Kong 
(4,000; 25-40) Romance $14,000 $8,000 $8,000 
High. $15,000 (2a week) 
a (Stage Show) |. st at, ee A Seren 
DETROIT 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
MICHIGAN Ladies Sitting Pretty | Lady Killer House on 
(4,045; 15-25-35- Behave $15,000 $16,000 56th St. 
40-55) $22,000 $17,000 
High. $58,100 | (Stage Show? 
Low.. 6,600 Ra oS 
FOX Right to Man’s Castle; Lips Betray Mr. Skitch 
@,100; 15-25-35- Romance $17,000 $20,000 $25,000 
40-55) $26,000 (Cotton Club 
High. $50,000 | (Stage Show) Rev on stage) 
Low.. 4, (‘50 Million 
Frenchmen’ 
on stage) 
FISHER Dancing Tillie and Women in Wonderland 
(2,750; 15-25-35- Lady Gus His Life $7,000 
40) $6,000 $4,000 $4,000 
High. $29,006 (Stock) 
Low.. _3,200{ ___ : —- 
SAN FRANCISCO 
ni Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
PARA- Berkeley Sq. World Sitting Pretty | Wonderland 
MOUNT $10,000 Changes $9,000 $9,500 
(2,400; 25-35-40) | (New Prices) $12,500 (6 days) 
High. $37,000 
Low.. 5,000 
GOLDEN Little Women Women Women Counsellor 
GATE 22,500 $14,000 $10,500 $18,500 
(2,844; 25-35-40) | (New High) (2a week) (3d week) (8 days) 
High. $22,500 | (Stage Show} 
Low.. 5,400 
WARFIELD | Lips Betray Female Son of Sailor Mr. Skitch 
2,700; 35-45-65) $17,500 $16,000 $17,500 $21,000 
High. $48,000 | (Stage Show) 
Low.. 8,200 (Sophie 
Tucker on 
= _stage) — 
PITTSBURGH 
ro Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. >. 28 —_Jdan.4 4 
PENN Dancing Baron White | Going H’wood 
(3,300; 25-35-50) Lady $6,000 Woman $12,500 
High. $41,000 $20,000 $6,500 
Low.. 3,750 
FULTON Paddy Lips Betray Mad Game Mr. Skitch 
(1,750; 15-25-35) $9,300 $3,150 $2,900 $6,600 
High. $12,000 (9 days) (5 days) (6 days) 
Low.. 1,900 
STANLEY | Little Women Women Lady Killer House on 
(3,600; 25-35-50) $29,000 $10,000 $7,500 56th St. 
High. $48,000 (2d week) $9,000 
Low.. 3,750 _ _ 
KANSAS CITY 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 | Jan. 4 
MIDLAND Henry VIII Prizefighter | Blood Money |Going H’wood 
(4,000; 25) $8,800 $9,500 $7,300 $13,800 
Tigh $35,000 
Low. 5,100 , a. ee 
MAIN. Little Women Women World ~ Havana 
STREET $20,000 $6,500 Changes Widows 
(3,200; 25-40-60) (2d week) $4,000 $17,200 
High. $35,000 Bader sqenrd on 
Low.. 3,700) inte Le Ei Stage) _| 
NEWMAN Kennel | Sitting Pretty | Lady Killer Won 
(1,800; 25-40) Murder | $8,700 $5,500 $4,500 | « 
High. $33,000 $6,500 
Low.. 4,000 J 
UPTOWN Only ~ Yesterday | Female Jimmy and 
(2,040; 25-40) Yesterday | $3,600 $2,500 Sally and 
High. $5,000 (24 week) Son of Sailor 
Low $2,200 








(Continued on page 25) 
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(M-G), current this week. It’s a 
tieup with the N. Y. Daily Mirror 
and calls for $20 prizes to those 


recognizing the backs of a pair of 
people. 


| Buys House From P-P 


Then Leases It Back 

San Francisco, Jan. 15. 
Louis Lurie, local realtor, bought 
the St. Francis theatre and adjoin- 
ing stores and offices from Para- 
mount-Publix Corp. last week, and 
then leased them back to the cor- 


| poration for 99 years. 


Fox-West Coast continues to run 


ithe house under the old deal for} 
yperation of Publix houses on the] 

Coast by F-WC. Lurie is said to 

have paid $7,400,000 for the prop- 


erty. 
Par-Pub originality intended to} 
build a new house on the Market ! 


| street site, but the possibility is re- 


mote in this overseated town. 


The Loew people are 
find a tenant for the Em! fro. 
which Fox-Movietone recently 
walked after unable to get rent re- 


trying to 


Ma5S\) 


the house on a week-to-week basis, 
playing ‘Emperor Jones’ at a pop 


Will Horowitz Out 


Galveston, Jan. 1 
Will Horowitz, Houston 
man, paroled from 
after serving part of an 18-months 
sentence in connection with lottery 
charges growing out of operation 
of Radio Station XED, at Reynosa, 
Mexico, was given a rousing wel- 
come and public reception on his 
return home Thursday (11). 


i scale. 








labor council, voiced general senti- 
ment, saying, ‘We want Will Horo- 
witz to know that his misfortune 
has in no way changed the esteem 
in which his fellow townsmen hold 
him. He comes back to Houston to 
resume the operation of his the- 
atres, to help the poor and ill, 


chil- 
and | 


parties to thousands of poor 
dren, and to exemplify in word 


humanity. 


and | 
. , : | 
the afflicted, to give his Christmas|} Loew's 


ductions. The Criterion is re- 
ported being angled for on a lease 
by John Krimsky, who now has | 


Foreclosure on 4 
Brooklyn Theatres 


Involved in difficulties of the Al- 
é Ow rs ¢ p ‘ has been 
rying to collect back rent on four 
heatres it built for Paramount in 
Brooklyn, these houses as well as 
one in Birmingham, Ala., also built 
by Allied, now face mortgage fore- 
closure. Action in that direction 
| was taken Friday (12) by the Man- 
ufacturers Trust Co., New York, to 
foreclose a mortgage of $9,000,000 
it wrote on the five houses. 
Theatres are the Paramount, 
Brooklyn, operated by a Par-M. A. 


theatre | 
Leavenworth | 


the Valencia, Ja- 
and Pitkin, 


Shea partnership; 
maica, and the Kings 
Brooklyn, operated by Loew, and 
the Alabama, Birmingham, which 
rests in the Publix-Wilby partner- 
ship. 
Foreclosure 
in Brooklyn 


brought 
against 


action 
Federal 


was 
Court 


the Allied Owners, which went into 
| bankruptcy last year. Under its 
bankruptcy proceedings, efforts 
were recently made by Allied cred- 
|itors to determine why Loew had 
failed to meet monthly rent pay- 
ments since last July 1, Loew de- 


H. Winkler, president of Houston | 





deed that g00d which is the best for | endangered by the 


fense being that there had been a 
breach of contract between that 
company and Paramount in connec- 
tion with the leasing deal. 

Loew leased the three houses 
frem Par in 1927. While built by 
Allied for Par, the latter never went 
into either of the two Brooklyn de 
luxers, or the Valencia, Jamaica, 
opening all three. 

Allied also built a theatre for Par 
at Fremont, O. That house is not 
mortgage action 
just brought. 
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“Gallant Lady” 
production of the high- 
est quality! 


is a 





ial 
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Bernie Lassack 
Elite Theatre 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
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FLASH BULLETIN FROM WARNER BROS. TO EVERY £XHIBITOR IN AMERICA:— 


31G ONE! 


HOUSE MANAGERS: —Paul Muni in ‘Hi, Nellie’? soon will sweep America to the roar 
of record grosses « Tune up your staff - Start your campaign now! 





é 
Pd 


ADVERTISING, PUBLICITY AND EXPLOITATION MEN: — Here’s a chance to do your 


stuff - You can absolutely shoot the works—the show will back you up. 


PROJECTION OPERATORS :— Gear machines to the last point of perfection. Muni gives the 
GREATEST PERFORMANCE IN TALKING PICTURE HISTORY! 


TICKET SELLERS :—Limber up your fingers + ‘‘Hi, Nellie’’ will pull like a billion-volt dynamo 
ee we Sk. lw: ao Sk se ele ew ee Oe 


— 


USHERS :—Snap into it like real showmen.-- Start telling ’em now about ‘Hi, Nellie” 


BILL POSTERS:— Drape the town with the sensational line of Muni paper—a two week flash 
in advance won’t betoomuch . . . . «.« «© © «© «©, « 


. 


SIGN ARTISTS:—Get the situation stills and character shots of Muni - Here’s your chance 


to spread yourself «. 


With Glenda Farrell~ Mee 


Ned Sparks—Directed . by Two til 4, WORDS THAT MEAN A 
Mervyn LeRoy 


Vitograph, Inc., Distributors G Oo L D M : N a F R oO M W A R N £ R B R Oo Ss. 














= 








irr 


* irr 


Satfs a irr 


= 


= 
~ 


een § Fee oe 


yn Fe 


if =P . erro ft fa 


irr 


‘ ree .i Fre Ff sr 


’ ; ict 


P= oP 


f= =P 


_ i = = 


f= = 





























Tuesday, . January 16, 1934 





PICTURES 





_ VARIETY © 25 








Comparative Grosses for December 
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Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 

~ EARLE Lady Killer | Take Chance Chance at Son of Sailor 

(2,424; 25-35-40- $14,000 $16,000 Heaven $11,000 
50-60-70) (Vaude) (Lillian Roth $13,000 

High. $27,000 on stage) 

Low.. 6,000 

OX Ladies Hoopla Lips Betray | Sitting Pretty 

(8,434; 15-25-85- Behave $18,000 $23,000 $16,000 

50-60) $23,000 (‘Scandals’ on 
High. $41,500 (Vaude) stage) 
Low.. 11,000] (‘Crazy Quilt’ 
on stage) 
~ KEITH'S Little Women Women Women Man’s Castle 
(1,850; 15-25-35- $17,000 $10,000 $6,000 $6,000 
50-60) (24 week) (3d week) (4th week) (6 days) 

High. $21,000 

Low.. 3,700); 

PALACE Dancing Lady| Duck Soup | Blood Money |Going H’wood 

(2,363 ; — $11,500 $14,500 $8,000 $10,000 

50- 

High. $32,000 

Low.. 6,000 

COLUMBIA Worst Tillie and Gus| Hell, High Mad Game 

(1,263; 15-25-35- Woman $3,500 Water $3,000 

40) $3,000 $3,000 
High. $19,000 
Low.. 1,1 = i 
DENVER 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
DENHAM Sitting Pretty | Way to Love| Take Chance | Tillie and Gus 

(1,500; 25-30-40) : $8,000 $9,500 $5,000 

High. $16,000 | (Stage Show) (5 days) 

Low.. 2,000 
DENVER Lady for Day World Female Man’s Castle 

2,500; 25-35-50) $11,500 Changes $6,000 $7,000 

High. $27,700} (Cecil and $3,000 

Low.. 3,000 Sally on (New Low) 

stage) 

ORPHEUM Hoopla Only Lady Killer Mr. Skitch 

(2,600; 25-35-40) $11,500 Yesterday $13,000 $14,000 

High. $20,000 | (Stage Show) $11,000 

Low.. 3,750 
PARA- Sigma Chi Dancing Lady | Blood Money Horseplay 
MOUNT $2,600 and $3,500 and 

(2,000; 25-40) Jimmy and Smoky 

High. $22,000 Sally 2,750 

Low.. 1,7 $3,000 

(Split) 
CINCINNATI 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
- ALBEE Duck Soup | Man’s Castle Ladies Design for 
(3,300; 35-44) $11,500 $7,500 Behave Living and 
High. $33,500 $6,200 Cradle Song 
Low.. 5,800 $9,500 
(Split) 
PALACE Right to Sitting Pretty| Chance at | Rainbow Over 

(2,600; 35-44-60) Romance $10,500 Heaven B’way 

High. $28,100 $11,500 $11,000 $14,200 

Low.. 4,500 (Vaude) (‘50 Million | (Cotton Club 

Lilyan Tash- Frenchmen’ | Rev. on stage) 
man on stage) on stage) 
LYRIC Prizefighter |Dancing Lady Lady Husbands Go 
(1,894; 35-44) $3,200 $14,500 $6,600 $7,000 

High. $23,900 (6 days) (24 week) 

Low.. 2,900 
KEITH’S Havana World Headquarters | Lady Killer 

(1,500; 80-40) Widows Changes $4,200 $4,800 

High. $22,100 $5,000 $4,800 

Low.. 3,200 . — 

MINNEAPOLIS 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
STATE Female Berkeley Sq. | Cradle Song Keyhole 

(2,200; 25-35-40) $10,000 $5,000 $3,500 $5,000 

High. $28,000 | (New prices) (New Low) 

Low.. 3,500/ (Mills Bros. 

on stage) 

ORPHEUM | Little Women Havana Little Women Counsellor 

(2,890; 25-35-40) $20,500 Widows $6,900 $8,000 

High. $25,000 (8 days) $12,000 (Return) 

Low.. 2,200 (‘Vanities’ on 

stage) 
LYRIC College Coach Baron Lady Killer | Take Chance 
(1,300; 20-25) $3,500 $3,300 $4,500 $2,000 
High. $17,000 (8 days) (6 days) 
Low.. 1,200 
NEW HAVEN 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
PARA- Sitting Pretty Without Husbands Go| Wonderland 
MOUNT and Room and and 
(2,348; 35-50) Thundering $8,500 Lone Cowboy Rainbow 
High. $21,000 Herd (Bill Robin- $4,300 Over B’way 
Low.. 2,600 $7,200 son on stage) $4,500 
(8 days) 
POLI’S Dancing Lady| Lips Betray Hoopla Going H’wood 
(3,040; 35-50) $15,500 and and and 

High. $20,000 (8 days) Christopher Day of Fog 

Low.. 4,200 Bean Reckoning $9,300 

$8,700 $7,600 

“SHERMAN |Little Women| Lady Killer Havana Counsellor 
(2,200; 35-50) $13,000 and Widows and and — 

High. $16,000 | Were Free | Blue Room | Son of Sailor 

Low.. 1,500 $4,200 $3,800 $6,200 

(6 days) _! (8 days) _ 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
B’WAY Dancing Lady Lady Stage Mother | Going H’wood 
(2,000; 25-40) $9,400 $6,000 $4,700 $6,000 

High. $21,000 (2d week) 

Low 2,500 _ i, Sees, See ee 
UNITED Christopher Bean Ladies Roman 
ARTISTS Bean $2,000 Behave Scandals | 
(1,000; 25-40) $6,600 (5 days) $3,000 $6,500 | 

High. $13,200 

Low 1,200 — _ ; a’ pee _ 

“ORIENTAL Only Kennel! Aggie Little Women | 
2,500; 25-35) Yesterday Murder Appleby and $3,000 

High. $24,000 | $2,800 and Ace of Aces 

Low 800 | Chance at $2,800 

Heaven } 
$3,700 ————ee = 








(Continued on page 27) 
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Not Bi-Lingual 





Minneapolis, Jan. 16. 

Local exhib who bought a 
Yiddish talking picture turned 
the print over to his booth op- 
erator who jokingly told him 
that the theatre’s sound sys- 
tem could only take English 
dialog. 

The exhibitor hastened to the 
exchange to rescind the deal. 


CONSIDINE BACK INTO 
VAUDFILM EXHIBITION? 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 
John W. Considine en route to 
New York via the canal arrives 
there Jan. 22. 
He has a deal on to re-enter the 
small theatre biz with vaude and 
pix. 

















Groceries’ Giveaways, 
Autos, Stir Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Jan. 15, 

A municipal court jury decided 
last week that the district court 
was wrong in assessing Charles 
Washicheck, manager of the Pearl 
theatre, $25 and costs for giving 
groceries away to holders of certain 
seats. The technical point involved 
was the idea that the scheme was a 
violation of the lottery law. Wash- 
icheck held that there was no lot- 
tery because the management had 
evolved a plan whereby every seat 
in the house would sooner or later 
win a prize—if people came to the 
house often enough. 

Despite the fact that Washicheck 
was found not guilty, the district 
attorney's office has announced that 
it will continue to prosecute all 
such cases in the future. 

On the heels of Washicheck’s ac- 
quittal came the issuance of a 
temporary injunction restraining 
the management of the Auto Show 
from giving away an automobile 
every day as advertised. Bringing 
his action as a citizen, Manning 
Silverman, owner of several nabe 
houses, and who recently was ac- 
quitted of operating a lottery in his 
houses by offering the same kind of 
grocery inducements that Washi- 
check did, maintained that such a 
practice as giving away machines 
was a direct violation of the lottery 
laws, contrary to public policy and 
a nuisance reflecting on the morals 
of the people of Wisconsin. In 
other words, if the theatres can’t 
give away groceries, why allow 
auto shows to give away auto- 
mobiles to attract patronage. 

But Silverman’s temporary in- 
junction was dissolved on Saturday 
(13) by Circuit Judge Walter 
Schinz. The judge ruled, however, 
that an amended complaint might 
be served on the Auto Show spon- 
sors. 

Assistant City Attorney William 
Quick held that Silverman had not 
been personally damaged and there- 
fore had no cause for action. Hear- 
ings on the changed complaint will 
be heard Thursday, provided Sil- 
verman plans further action. 


Loew's N. Y. 100% Duals 


Loew's New York, which has been 
running on a daily change with a 
double bill on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
has switched policy to a_ three 
change weekly and double features 
all the time. 

House was once the chief Loew 
show window, but was relegated to 
a two-bit admission when Loew 
opened the State, on the opposite 
corner, because Paramount had 
purchased the New York site. This 
was before the present Paramount 
building was conceived and it was 
believed that Par would oust Loew 
and build its showplace there. 














$500, 90 Days Over Nudie 
Pic, Sentence Suspended 


Detroit, Jan. 15. 

Jimmie Keough, manager of the 
Adams here, was found guilty of 
displaying indecent pictures in con- 
nection with the showing of 
‘Elysia’ at his house. He was sen- 
tenced to 90 days and a fine of $5060 
suspended. He was 
placed on probation for a period of 





sentence 


Interstate’s Confab 


Dallas, Jan. 16. 
managerial conference of 





First 


| Karl Hoblitzelle’s Interstate Circuit, 


Inc., with 86 theatres in 30 cities, 
began a three-day session here 
|Jan. 9. Besides, Hoblitzelle, others 
to speak at the convention were 


general manager of the circuit; 
John C. Smith, his assistant; Har- 
old Gold, of United Artists; John 


Cc. Clark and Harry Balance, of 
Fox; George J. Schaeffer and Stan- 
ley Waite of Par; Charles Einfeld 
and Sol Lesserman, of Warners’, 
and Jules Levy, of RKO. 

Local exchange men to appear 
were J. B. Dugger and Phil Long- 
don, of Par; Leroy Bickel and 
Charles E. Kesnich, of Metro; Doak 
Roberts, of United Artists; C. E. 
Hilgers, of Fox; L. E. Harrington, 
of RKO; E. S. Oldsmith, of Univer- 
sal; Fred Jacks and Don Douglas, 
of Warners, and Willian Under- 
wood and Jack Adams and others 
from the independents. 





ERPI VS. BERGER 
Minneapolis, Jan, 15. 

Judge F. B. Wright at Bemidji, 
Minn. has taken under advisement 
the case of ERPI against Bennie 
Berger, chain theatre operator and 
former Northwest Allied president. 
ERPI is trying to recover by re- 
plevin the Western Electric equip- 
ment in Berger’s Elko theatre at 
Bemidji, claiming that the exhibitor 
failed to carry out his agreement 
relative to the payment of service 
charges, 

Berger counter-claims $15,000 
damages, charges fraud and alleges 
the agreement is illegal, 





R. J. O'Donnell, vice-president and | 


‘J. L. & S. Prepare Policy 
For McVickers in Chi 
As B&K Mulls Rent 


Chi Jan. 15. 


nm from Balat 


No decisi« in & Katz 
as to the MecVickers though from 
present indications it appears that 
the firm will retain the theatre and 
pay off on its lease on Feb. 15 when 
the next payment is due. 

Jones, Linick & Schaefer are 
ready, however, to step right into 
the theatre if B.&K. should decide 
at the last minute to give it up. 


Understood that J.L.&S. have spent 
approximately $3,000 on ideas for 
their new McVickers policy which 
they are keeping in strict secrecy. 


Whitman to Music Hall 
Entails RKO Mer. Shifts 


RKO is transferring Herman 
Whitman from the Palace, New 
York, to the Music Hall, where he 


replaces Charlie Griswold as house 
manager. Latter has been at the 
Hall since its opening. Succeeding 
Whitman at the Palace is Ray Con- 
nors, who recently replaced Sam 
Maurice at the Fordham. 

New Fordham manager will be 
Herb Jennings, transferred from 
Detroit where he managed the 
Trans-Lux. 


CHI OPS RENEW DEAL 


Chicago, Jan. 165. 
Operators Union and local thea- 
tres last week signatured another 
year’s contract. 
Practically same terms as last 
year, scale ranging from $75 to $110 
weekly, 














"Gallan 


looks like 


t Frey 


plenty of 











| 
| 


three months. The Adams is owned 
and operated by Harry Balaban of 
Chicago. 

Willis H. Kinnear who pleaded 
guilty to the same charge hasn't } 


been sentenced as yet 


jthe Rivoli. 
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Jeanette : MacDonald L SHEARER in 
MacDONALD in “Rip Tide” 
“Cat and the Fiddle” —_ 
— “ESKIMO” 
MONTGOMERYin nationally 
“Fugitive Lovers” exploited at 
— popular Prices 
ne ae '” MAY ROBSON 
i —_ , we Can’ Fat f Buy 
WEISSMULLER in fj sei 
ii “Tarzan and HOLLYWOOD 
His Mate” PARTY” 
alee Unique! _ 
BEERY in 
A 9 
“Viva Villa” And Plenty M 
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Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Richard Dix, Wynne Gibson, Nils 
Asther, John Robertson directing 
‘Crime Doctor,’ Radio. 
Sir Guy Standing, ‘Double Door,’ 
Par. 





Gladys Lehman replaces Jane 
Hinton on script of ‘Lovers in 
Quarantine,’ Par. 


Jay Henry, Dud White, 
Dressing,’ Par. 
Wilfred Hari, Wade Boteler, Helen 


‘We're Not 


Lynd, ‘Melody in Spring,’ Par, 
Raymond Miland, ‘We're Not 
Dressing,’ Par. 
Buddy Coleman directs ‘Storm at 
Midnight,’ Tim McCoy-Col. 


Maurice Hanline and Arthur Phil- 


lips, writing origs for Sid Rogeil, 
Col. 

Greta Meyers, “All Men Are Ene- 
mies,’ Fox. 

Harvey Clark, ‘Countess of Monte 
Cristo,’ U. 

Dale Van Every and Clarence 


Marks, continuity ‘Where Is Brown?’ 
U. 

William Hurlburt, scripting ‘Imi- 
tation of Life.’ U. 

Ted FioRito and orchestra, 
Air,’ WB. 

William Conselman 
‘Merry Andrews,’ Fox, 

Eddie Prinz stage dance numbers 
for ‘Babes in Toyland,’ Roach, 

George Archainbaud, directs 
‘Murder on the Blackboard,’ Radio. 

Frances Dee, Beulah Bondi, Mitzie 
Green, ‘Just Off Fifth Ave.,’ Radio. 


‘Hot 


scripting 


Loretta Young femme lead, ‘Bull 
Dog Drummond Strikes’ Back,’ 


Twent. Cent. 


George Yohalem, scripting ‘Man 


Who Reclaimed His Head,’ for 
Claude Rains, U. 
Don Ryan, scripting ‘Hillbillies,’ 


Samuel G. Engel and Hal Long, 
scripting ‘My Diary,’ 20th Cent. 

J. P. McEvoy collabing with 
Claude Binyon on an untitled Burns 
and Allen yarn, Par. 

Billie Burke, ‘Finishing School,’ 


Radio, 

Elizabeth Young, ‘Come on Ma- 
rines,’ Par. 

LeRoy Prinz, dance numbers 
‘We're Not Dressing,’ Par. 

Harry Holman, *‘Wonderbar,’ 
Warners. 

Paul Porcasi, ‘Rip Tide,’ Metro. 


Kenneth Peach, lead meggzer, 
‘Babes In Toyland,’ Roach. 





































































































oa Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
FIFTH AVE.| Prizefighter Christopher | Sitting Pretty | Wonderland 
(2,400; 25-40) $5,300 Bean $5,000 $7,500 

High. $26,000 $6,300 
Low.. 2,800 
ROXY Man’s Castle Good Broken Right to 
(2,300; 25-35) $4,500 Companion, Dreams Romance 
High. $22,500 Year Later, and $5,900 
Low.. 800 Myrt and Chance at 
Marge Heaven 
$3,800 $3,800 
(Split) 

(New Low) ae 
~ PARA- Take Chance Hoopla Jimmy and | Son of Sailor 
MOUNT $2,000 $3,100 Sally $4,000 

(3,106; 25-35) (5 days) $5,100 
High. $21,000 (Henry 
Low.. . 1,600 Santry on 
stage) 
~ LIBERTY Master of Iceberg East of 5th | Strawberry 
(1,900; 10-25) Men and and Roan 
High. $12,000 and Fighting Thrill Hunter and 
Low.. 2,100| Oliver Twist Parson $3,500 Before 
,200 $4,100 Midnight 
$3,900 
MUSIC BOX Only Yesterday 1 Were Free Counsellor 
(900; 25-35) Yesterday $3,300 2,500 $4,000 
High. $17,000 $6,000 
Low.. _ 2,000 aot TN 
MONTREAL 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
PALACE Kennel Take Chance Loved a “Wonderland 
(2,700; 60) Murder and and Woman and _ and 
High. $18,000 Goodbye White Female Sitting Pretty 
Low.. 6,500 Again Woman $8,000 $8,500 
$9,500 $8,000 
APIT enry VIll Bombshell Havana Counsellor 
2,700; soy . $9,000 $10,000 Widows and $9,000 
High. $30,000 (2d week) Ever in My 
Low.. 5,500 Heart 
$8,500 
LOEW’S Walls of Gold Missing Worst Lips Betray 
(3,200; 65) $10,000 Persons Woman $9,000 
High. $18,000 (Vaude) $7,500 $9,000 
Low.. 5,500 
“PRINCESS Summer Blood Money Chief and Red-Headed 
(1,900; 50) Lightning and Sing, Sinner, Woman and 
High. $25,000 and Chance at Sing Broken 
Low.. 3,500/| Blarney Stone Heaven $5,000 Dreams 
$6,000 $6,000 $5,500 
PROVIDENCE 
es Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
TATE Prizefighter Ladies Blood Money | Going H’wood 
a2 15-25-40) $11,000 Behave $6,800 $14,000 
High. $29,000 (Vaude) $8,000 
Low.. 2,500 (‘Student 
Prince’ on 
stage) 
MAJESTIC World Hoopla Husbands Go| Candlelight 
(2,200; 15-25-40) Changes and and and 
High. $17,500 and Stenographer | Mr. Broadway | Son of Sailor 
Low.. 2,800 Olsen’s $6,300 $4,000 $4,500 
Moment 
$6,300 
PARA- Duck Soup Cradle Song | Sitting Pretty | Wonderland 
MOUNT and and and and — 
(2,200; 15-25-40) Broken In the Money Important Thundering 
High. $18,000 Dreams $5,500 Witness Herd 
Low.. 2,200 $6,800 $6,200 $7,500 
ALBEE Little Women Women 1 Were Free} Son of Kong 
2,300; 15-25-40) $15,300 $6,100 and and 
High. $20,000 (8 days, 2d | Ace of Aces Counsellor 
Low.. 2,500 week) $5,900 $5,800 
BIRMINGHAM 
Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 Jan. 4 
AMA Duck Sou Only Bowery Mr. Skitch 
(2.800. 80-85-40) and : Yesterday $8,500 $9,000 
High. $29,000 Right to $5,500 
Low.. 3,500 Romance 
$6,500 
2AND | Professional | Solitaire Man | Solitaire Man, Without 
e000, 2) Sweetheart and Hell, High Room 
High. $5,000 $800 Hell, High Water $900 
Low.. 800 Water and 
$1,000 White 
Woman 
$1,000 
(2d week, 
- split) 
EMPIRE © Female Narrow Sigma Chi_ | House on 56th 
(1,100; 25) $1,700 Corner $2,600 St. 
—_—- <— $2,300 $2,000 
Low. eee eee eee ee eal re Pa 
“TACOMA 
~ | Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 |  Jan.4 
MUSIC BOX | Little Women| Little Women Much Wonderland 
(1,400; 25-35) $7,000 and Harmony $3,000 
High. $10,500 Only $2,500 
Low.. 1,000 Yesterday 
$3,900 
(Split) 
(2d week) (6 days) _ 
ROXY | Baron Prizefighter | Charlie Chan “Christopher 
(1,300; 25-35) $4,400 and and Bean 
High. $7,000 Day of Chief $5,700 
Low.. 2,000 Reckoning $2,650 ; 
$3.700 re _(& days) 
ee Vice Youn 
Title Changes D gs 
- Hollywood, Jan. 19. 
Hollywood, Jan. 15. ; at at 
Invincible’s ‘Swan Song’ be- Frances Dee is replacing Lo- 
comes ‘Cross Roads.’ retta Young in 20th baipigy s ‘The 
Columbia’s ‘Murder at Rexford|Firebrand’ as Miss Young is slated 


Arms’ retagged ‘One Is Guilty.’ to play in gull Dog Dr ummond 

‘Old Hannibal’ to ‘Rich Widow,’ | Strikes Back,’ which will be shoot- 

Metro, starring May Robson. ing at the same time. Fran nel 

gan also set for ‘The Firet snot 

Readying ‘Quarantine’ with Constance Bennett and dri 
Hollywood, Jan. 15. March in the leads. 

Gladys Lerman assign«d to sce- Picture was formerly titled ‘The 
narize ‘Lovers in Quarantine’ for |Affairs of Cellini,’ but studio has 
Paramount. Lloyd Sheldon pro- lnow decided to call it after the 
ducer, : play. 


Irene Hervey, ‘High School,’ 
Metro. 

Billy Gilbert, Don Barclay, Doug- 
las Wakefield, Billy Nelson, Arthur 
Housman, Dorothy Grainger, Nina 
Quartero and James Morton, All 
Star comedy, Roach. 


Walter Lang, direct ‘Count of 
Monte Cristo,’ Reliance. 
Leslie Pearce, dialog. director, 


‘All Men Are Enemies,’ Fox. 

Grace Hale, ‘Hot Air,’ Warners. 

Pace Morano, Carlos Montalban, 
Carlos Villairos, ‘Masquerade,’ Fox 
Spanish, 

Ada Williams, Richard Talmadge, 
‘The Vanishing Shadow,’ Universal. 

William Wellman meg ‘Stingaree, 
Radio. 

Phil Rosen directing ‘Take the 
Stand,’ Hoffman-Liberty. 

R. William Neill direct ‘Whirl- 
pool,’ Col. 

Eddie Baker, Vernon Dent, Alice 
Ardell, Harry Langdon short, Par. 

Victor Schertzinger directs Grace 
Moore in ‘Don’t Fall in Love,’ Col. 

Sidney Toler, Lillian Elliott, 
‘Trumpet Blows,’ Par. 

George Meeker, Wade Boteler, 
Helen Lynd, Winifred Hari, ‘Melody 
in Spring,’ Par. 

Paul Page, 
Cristo,’ U. 


‘Countess of Monte 


Charles Grayson scripting ‘Tri- 
umph,’ Metro. 
Wilbur Daniel Steele, scripting 


‘China Sea,’ MG. 

Josephine Lovett scripting ‘Para- 
dise Case,’ MG. 

Jack Neville collabing with Harold 
Noice, ‘Jungle Red Man,’ Metro, 


Arthur Byron, ‘Follies,’ Fox. 

Malcolm Stuart Boylan, scripting 
repairs ‘Follies,’ Fox. 

Herbert Mundin, ‘All Men Are 


Enemies,’ Fox. 
Hans Kraly 
Follies,’ Fox. 
Jane Murfin developing orig under 
title ‘Checkerboard,’ Radio, 
Alf Goulding directs next 
Holtz two reeler, Col. 
Jack Cluett comedy 
shorts, Col. 

Edwin Justus Mayer 
‘Here Is My Heart,’ Par. 
Samson Raphaelson 

‘Merry Widow,’ Metro. 
Robert Riskin scrivening untitled 
pic, Col, 

Walter Miller, 
Shadow,’ U serial. 
Carroll Young, 
Whitbeck, Metro, 
Lynn Riggs, 
|‘Family,’ Radio. 
Betty Mack, Harry Bowen, 
Gertrude Astor, Charles Chase Un- 

titled, Roach 
Glenn Riggs, script ‘Family 
R adio. 
Otto 


added dialog ‘Fox 
Lou 
dialog for 


scripting 


scripting 


Vanishing 
asst. to Frank 


concocting script 





Man 


Brower, script ‘Sea Girl,’ 


F 
” Ann Sothern, ‘Melody in Spring,’ 
Par 

| Halliwell Hobbs, Herbert Mundin, 
| 

| 


~ an. Fa Enemies,’ Fox. 


sob cKenzie, Bess’ Stafford, 
Dor ld Ma ck, Elyn Glyn, Douglas 
| Williams Victor Potel, ‘Twisted 
Rails,’ Triumph. 


LLOYD EASES MONO 


Trem Carr Must Desert Met 
for His 2 Pix 
Hollywood, Jan. 15 
Tie-up of stage Metro- 
politan studios by Harold Lloyd will 
send Trem Carr to other rental stu- 


space at 


forced from his office building when 
the Lloyd organization moved onto 
the lot the first of the month, and 
now finds that the comedian will 
utilize most of the studio stages for 


his picture. Monogram has been 
quartered at Met for nearly a year. 
Lloyd gets under way in two 


weeks, and has been given exclusive 
rights to three stages. A new stage 
is contracted for and must be com- 
pleted by the contractors by Feb. 15 
for Lioyd’s use. According to the 
comedian’s deal with the studio, no 
other company can use any of his 
sets, which are slated to be dis- 
mantled when he is finished with 
them. 

Carr has four features in prepa- 
ration to start as soon as casts can 
be lined up, They are Jane Eyre,’ 
‘Numbers of Mo. -e Carlo,’ ‘Loud- 
speaker’ and ‘Manhattan Love Song.’ 
With little stage space available at 
Met, Monogram will remote control 
production at other rental plants 
that have stage space and _ sets 
available. There is a good chance 
that at least one picture will go 
over to Talisman for production. 


McCarey Megs Mae 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Leo McCarey instead of Al Hall 
has been set by Paramount to di- 
rect Mae West in her next, ‘It Ain't 
No Sin,’ slated for February. 





Lot} 


dios to produce at least two of his} 
next four ~’ ‘tures. 
The Mono producer was = first] 








Remance Will Finish 
10 Boy Scout Episodes 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 


Romance Productions has taken 
space at RKO Pathe studios to 
| produce the 10 remaining episodes 
|} of a Boy Scout serial, with Spencer 
| Bennett directing. 

The idea was developed by the 
heads of the organization, George 
Stout and Harry Hoyt, who made 
the first two chapters of the serial 
on spec some time ago. Company 
has sold practically the entire coun- 
try on a state rights basis from 
the first two episodes, and are 
fully financed to complete the re- 


maining 10 chapters. Production 
starts next week. 

Nat Rothstein is handling exploi- 
tation for the chapter play. 


Rex and Rin Serial 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 

Mascot is teaming Rex, king of 
wild and Rin Tin Tin, Jr., 
in a serial for next year’s program. 

Company will four chapter 
plays for the coming program, in- 
cluding the Clyde Beatty animal 
pic and ‘Burn 'Em Up Barnes’, auto 
racing thriller. 

WB ‘Golden Gate’ Starts 
Hollywood, 

‘Golden Gate’ goes into produc- 
tion at Warners today with Bette 
Davis, Pat O’Brien and Margaret 
Lindsay in leads. William Dieterle 
directs. 

Sereen play by Robert Lee and 
Eugene Solow from the novel ‘Five 
Fragments’ ty George Dyer. Lo- 
cale is San Francisco. 


horses, 


make 


Jan. 15. 
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In “Gallant Lady” we have a 
superb production. We can 
proudly meet our audience as 
they file out from our theatres 
and carry away with them 


‘Bie. 





call 





good will 
towards our 
box-office. 











J. H. Hatten 
5.&H. Amusement Co. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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““So well acted by Mr. Lederer 
that it tickled the risibles of 
the audience... spectators 
applauded this film’”’ 


—Hall, N. Y. Times 


““His Hollywood entrance can 
be definitely set down as a 
-success’”’ 


—Watts, N. Y. Herald-Tribune 


‘“‘Broadway’s most exciting 
matinee idol’’ 


—Bland Johaneson, N. Y. Mirror 


‘“‘Has both talent and per- 
sonality’’ 


— Regina Crewe, N. Y. American 


“‘An excellently true and sym- 
pathetic performance”’ 


—Boehnel, N. Y. World- Telegram 


“An actor of sufficient skill 
and personal charm to endow 
any character he portrays 
with the love-glow”_.. 


—Delehanty, N. Y. Post 


““Charming”’ 
—John S. Cohen, N. Y. Eve. Sun 


RKO-RADIO PICTURE 


MERIAN C. COOPER, exec. prod. 
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Picture Possibilities 





‘All Good Americans’—Favorable 
‘ALL GOOD AMERICANS’ (Comedy, Courtney Burr, Miller), 
Americans resident in Paris, on the left bank supply diverting per- 
formance, but not much of a play. Ibee. 





‘Tobacco Road’—Unfavorable 
‘TOBACCO ROAD’ (Drama, Anthony Brown, Masque). Poor white 
trash in Georgia's back country, distasteful set of characters for screen. 
Ibee. 





‘Jezebel’—Unfavorable 
‘JEZEBEL’ (Drama-McClintic-Barrymore). Miriam Hopkins starred 
in lightweight legit play by Owen Davis which is lacking in action and 
sufficient dramatic motivation to recommend it for pop flicker purposes. 
Abel. 


‘The Lake’—Unfavorable 
‘THE LAKE’ (Drama. Jed Harris-Martin Beck). British problem 
play, couched in talkiest of terms and devoid of action, in the British 
manner. Alien in character and meaning and not for the American 
screen, Rush. 


‘The Locked Room’—Favorable 
‘THE LOCKED ROOM’ (Mystery melodrama, Schlessinger & Fried- 
lander, Ambassador). 


Has an idea which may do for program purposes, Ibee. 





‘The First Apple’—Favorable 
‘THE FIRST APPLE’ (Comedy, Lee Shubert, Booth). 
An in between show which should be better for pictures than the 
stage. Ibee. 





‘Halfway to Hell’—Favorable 
‘HALFWAY TO HELL’ (Mystery. Fulton theatre. Elizabeth Miele). 
Crane Wilbur thriller, insufficiently set with action for legit but with 


some editing ought to make good film. Kauf. 
‘Yoshe Kalb’—Unfavorable 
‘YOSHE NALB’ (Drama. National. Dan Frohman). Rabbinical 


legend too restricted in appeal for filming except in Yiddish, and too 
expensive to do properly that way for the limited money possibilities. 
Kauf. 


‘Big-Hearted Herbert’—Favorable 
‘BIG HEARTERQ HERBERT’ (Farce. Biltmore. Eddie Dowling). 
Clean, homey farce in which there is not much happening but with all 
the essentials for a better-than-average programmer. It'll depend pretty 





much on casting of the central character, Kauf. 
‘The Wooden Slipper’—Favorable 
‘THE WOODEN SLIPPER’ (Comedy-Wiman-Ritz). 
Should serve better for screen than stage. Ibee. 
‘Oliver Oliver’—Favorable 
‘OLIVER OLIVER’ (Comedy, Dwight D. Wiman, Playhouse), Smartly 
Ibee. 


dialogued comedy should serve nicely for program purposes, 


‘Re-Echo’—Unfavorable 
‘RE-ECHO’ (Drama, Carol Sax, Forrest). 
May-November plot. Unlikely for stage or screen. 





Ibee. 


‘Come of Age’—Unfavorable 
‘COME OF AGE’ (Drama with Music—Chappell-Elliott). This play 


with music by the nature of its construction, apart from the general 
ineffectiveness of the theme, lacks popular appeal as a legit entry and 


much less for the screen. Abel. 
‘Days Without End’—Unfavorable 
‘DAYS WITHOUT END’ (Drama, Theatre Guild, Miller). Eugene 


Does not figure adaptable 


O'Neill drama with a deeply religious trend. 4 
ee. 


for the screen. 





100 shares, no par value; Jos. Stark, S. 
Alfred Schlesinger and Philip Green- 
wald, all of 218 West 42nd street, New 
York. 

Musical Art Management Corp.; amuse- 
ments, dramas, etc.; capital stock, 300 
shares—100 preferred and 200 no par 
value; Elsie Steinhaus, Helen Weissman 
and Norman Frankel, all of 15 Park 
Row, New York. 

Piping Rock Operators, Inc.; pictures, 
dancing pavilions, etc.; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value; Ben Levy, 2382 
Chauncey street, Brooklyn; Mildred 
Brace, 601 Cathedral parkway, New York, 
Macy Halpert, 3093 East Fourth 
street, Brooklyn. 

Change of Name 
From Theatre Management Corp., to 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany, N. Y. 

Philip Barry Co., Inc.; amusements, 
dramatics, musical productions, etc.; 
capital stock, 200 shares, no par value; 
John Harlan Amen, Frank A. Zunino, 
Jr., and Francis A. Truslow, all of 20 Ex- 
change Place, New York. 

Myrtle Amusement Corp., Manhattan; 
amusement devices of all kinds; capital and 
stock, $10,000; Nathan P. Baker, Celia ; 
Blatt and Sarah Berler, all of 50 Court 
street, Brooklyn. 

20th Century Screen Advertising Serv- 
ice Co., Inc., East Rochester; capital | Paramount Theatres Service Corp.; filed 
stock, 100 shares, no par value; Solj/ by J. D. Van Wagoner, 1501 Broadway, 
Raives, 806 Madfson street, East | New York. 

Rochester; Gustave Meyers, 33 Miles From Paramount Famous Lasky Corp., 
street, Fairport, and Charles H. Harris,|to Lares Theatres Corp., filed by J. D. 
45 Chestnut street, Rochester. Van Wagoner, Paramount building, New 

The Long Island Rail, Ine.; realty, | York. 
amusement parks, roof gardens, etce.; CHANGE OF CAPITAL 
Capital stock, $10,000; William J. Wilson, Wired Masic, Inc.; 500 shares—200 pre- 
Theo. Spatz and George W. Bradicich, | ferred $100 and 300 common no par value, 
all of 185 Montague street, Brooklyn. increased to 800 shares—200 preferred 

value 


Road Theatre, Ine.; pictures, vaude- | $100 and 600 common, no par 
ville, ete.: capital stock, 200 shares, no} filed by M. T. Golden, 35 West 42nd 
Par value; Henry Siegel, 765 Riverside | street, New York. 
drive; George Jacobs, 332 East 84t) Memberships 


Metropolitan Opera Association, Inc. 
(Change of directors.) 
Statement and Designation 
Mickey Mouse Enterprises, 


street, New York, and Sadye Shaw, 615 

West 183rd street, all of New York. 
Carter-Machamer Productions, Inc.; 

Pictures, plays etc.; capital stock, $19.- 











200—1,000 shares preferred at $15; 4,200] North Carson street, Carson City, Nev 
common at $1; Oscar S. Cox, Malcolm 8. | games, toys, novelties, etc.; New Yorl 
Langford and John M. Gaston. Jr., all of | office, 150 Broadway: F. E. Meder, secre 
14 Wall street New York tir apital, $100,000 filed by U. 8S. C 
St. Albans Amusement Corp., Manhat Co any 150 Broadway, New York. 
tan pictures vaudeville et capital Pm 
stock, 200 shares, no par value; Leo E DELAWARE 
Forman Middleneck road Sands Po Wilmington 
Hannah ; Bugge 430 78th street, His.crical Films, In 1,000 shares no 
Brooklyn, and Evelyn Lamb, 7829 7%t Robert Roberts. adoiph Heimberg, 
Peace. Glendale, L. | Juan Miranda, N. Y. (Legal Incorporating 
Keneca Amusement Cor y.; picture: Co.. Denver.) 
vaudeville, ete.: capital stock 19 share: Fex Beatrice Theatre Corp., operate 
ng par value Robert F. Wilson. Jr., J is theatres and other places of amusement 
B: 4 — ane Jot > I. Dugan, all of 1501 | $1,000 Raymond J. Gorman, C. N. Cald 
oadway New York. | wel] Brooklyn; 1ur W Britton, Wes 
Suburban Syvortsmen’s Club, Ine.; New o.o30. NF ge ag 
a n promote boxing au site cane Fox Iowa Theatre Corp. (same purpose 
atches ete.: capital stock, 15 shares : . incorporators nd incorporating 
no par value; Harry Garsh, 1264 Manor rye 
ave ue ay . hr Zenmoaaito “He e . — 
Will 1e, Bronx; Gabriel E ~ . hov Billings Theatre Corp. (same). 
ha an nee avenue Bronx and Frar Sar Pex Cape Theatre Corp. (same) 
we, - oak Sk hee J lane, New Rochelle ‘ Fox Hockhill Theatre Corp. ( ) 
‘a wares Pictures, Ine.; picture vaud Fex Southwest Thex‘re Corp. 
par \ ~ 5 in = : oe Belleville Theatres Corp. (sami 
~ ter tase - Estelle I mee R. JORIS Sys ( Anthony of Delaware, Ine., ope 
nit a eae Fried, all of Iast 421 " pry : wong ting 
Nove ty Pi-tures, Ine.- picture bu ' 2 < } " ‘ ‘ = ye F 
ness ceapital stock $10.000 Yetta \ oo : P 7 ‘ =~ 
Schenke, Fra e Silberbu H i i 
ey Hil} . o of 148 . . NY, L €*o., > . 
Yor} s Fairhaven Productions, Ltd., 
’ A ’ the re et hares no par 
; Anno Corp.: securitic aati ' 7 tres ‘ “ aren, 
Ville, ete Canital sto eee pias ¢ \ : 
Dar value: Sylvia Goodwyn. Michael E Dor I ( j 
Reiburn and Martin ©. Greene. all of 292 a a 
aqison avenve New Yor} TEX .s 
Television Research Corp.; general | Galvestor 
Fadio television business capital sto Eagle Lake Theatre, Inc., Eagle ! f 


Divorce at middle age and 


Inc., 511} 
| Permits to Sell Stock 


Kids’ Cinema Clicks 


Cleveland, Jan. 15. 

First successful children’s cinema 
has been put over here by H. M. 
Addison, Loew’s district manager 
and head of State. Previous at- 
tempts of rival chains to establish 
one always failed, but triple tie-up 
with radio stations, educational 
groups and committees to pick films 
made latest venture click at the 
start. 

Kid’s theatre programs are being 
given every Saturday morning at 
10 by Loew’s State under supervi- 
sion of P. T. A. groups and women’s 
clubs. Pictures mostly shorts, 
ranging from Silly Symphonies and 
Our Gang cartoons. Opinions from 
parents on type of films they want 
kids to see are canvassed every 
week by manager. 

Another effective plug 
directly to juveniles is put 
via WHK, local radio station co- 
operating on deal. Besides special 
prices for them, theatre also aims 
for build-up of parents’ trade by 
giving them lower rates if they 
bring children to Saturday morning 
shows. 


Lincoln’s ITC Jammed 


Lincoln, Jan. 15. 

Indie Theatres Corp., incorporated 
in July, 1932, to take care of the 
Rialto and later adding the Liberty 
(July, °33) and the Orpheum (Sep- 
tember, °33), here, is in a sorry 
state. Landlords stepped in over 
two months ago and grabbed all 
three houses for back rent. Prop- 
erty held by the company is neg- 
ligible and since it would take 
about $165 to take bankruptcy on 
the part of the corporation and 
j} about $100 to force it by the credit- 
ors, neither side is taking action 
since it would cost more than they’d 
get from it. Cal Bard, taking care 
of the corp. affairs, estimated the 
indebtedness to be about $16,000 and 
no visible assets. 

Liberty and Orph were re-leased 
to the Lincoln Theatre Corp. and 
the Rialto leased to Cal Bard, per- 
sonally. George Monroe, jr., for a 
while identified with the Indie T. C. 
is back at his first stand at the 
State. 














appealing 


across 











10 Yrs. for $37.50 


Colorado Springs, Jan. 15. 

Expressing a desire to date the 
cashier of the Rialto whom he had 
robbed, caused the arrest of Truman 
Strachan, He confessed and was 
sentenced to a 10-year penitentiary 
term. Stracham was reading of the 
robbery in a paper while eating in 
a restaurant, and the story noted 
the cashier had said the robber was 
‘good-looking’. Strachan remarked 
to his companions, ‘So she thought 
I was good looking. Guess I’ll date 
her up.’ The waitress overheard 
and called police. 

After confessing, the police re- 
covered $55 of the $92.60 stolen. 





Texas: capital stock, $6,000; incorpora- 
tors, Ira L. McCollister, Henry C. Mce- 
Donald, W. W. Calhoun, 
California 
5 : Saramento. 
Fox Imperial County Theatres Corpo- 
ration. Charles A. Buckley, Albert W. 
Leeds, John B. Bertero. Capital stock, 


1,000 shares: none subscribed. 

South Pasadena Theatre Corporation. 
| Charles A, Buckley, Albert W. Leeds, 
John B. sertero, Capital stock, $1,000; 


none subscribed. 


Highland Theatre Corporation. Charles 
A. Buckley, Albert W. Leeds, John B. 
BRertero. Capital stock, $1,000; none 


subscribed. 
Certified Copy of Mickey Mouse Enter- 
prises, Ine., of Carson City, Nevada. 
Certified Copy of Educational Produe- 
tions, Ine., of City of New York. 
Fictitious Firm Names 


David Hillman Advertising Agency. 
David Hillman. 





Highland Theatre Corp. Theatre op- 


erating. o issue all of 1,000 shares, 
var $1. 

| South Pasadena Theatre Corp. Motion 

; picture theatre operating. To issue all 

j of 1,900 shares, par $1. 


Padre Theatre Company of San Jose. 


1 


eatre operating. To issue all of 1,000 

es, no par. 
| Hollywood Uermitage Club. Night 
lelub To issue 106,000 general member- 


shins 
hips. 


JUDGMENTS 


John Zanft; S. C. Kraus Bldg. 
and Loan Association: $31,143. 
Pearl Osgood and Arthur J. Kob- 


‘ler; Garsaux Realty Corp.; $919. 
Dramagraph Motion Picture 
Vending Corp.; National City Bank 
f New York; $3,190. 
Dramagraph Motion Picture 


Vending Corp and Van Dyke Hill; 
National City Bank of New York; 

7.95. 

Jacques Renard; Simons Stewart, 
I ; $43. 

Patterson McNutt; City 
Farmers Trust Co.; $289. 


3ank 


Contracts 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Ann Sothern’s six months option 
picked up by Columbia. 

Sir Guy Standing’s option 
by Par. 

Frank Melton contracted by Fox 

Universal has picked up the third 
term of their five-year option con- 
tract on Gloria Stuart. Runs a 
year. 


lifted 





Story Buys 





Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
taken ‘Sing Sing 
Harry Stephen 


Mono has 
Nights,’ novel by 
Keeler. 

Metro has optioned ‘One Part 
Cheese Cloth,’ Satevepost story by 
Bernard De Voto. 

‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ news- 
paper gerial, optioned by Edward 
Small and Frank Lloyd. 

Warners has bought ‘Dark V'ower.’ 


Metro takes ‘Calm Yourself,’ 
American mag yarn, by Edward 
Hope. 

‘She Takes the Wheel,’ an un- 


by L. Du Rocher 


produced play 
been bought by 


MacPherson has 
Metro. 

Radio garners Herbert Osborn's 
play ‘Blarney Smith,’ for Lou Brock 
production, William Gargan topping. 

Herbert Fields sells an orig to 
Radio, ‘Down to the Last Yacht,’ 
for Lou Brock production. 


SEATTLE AFTER HOUNDS 
Spokane, Jan. 15. 


Theatre men are ganging to fight 
the proposed dog racing bill before 
the state legislature. Will Starkey 
of the Majestic and Frank L. New- 
man, city manager for the Evergreen 
Theatres, embracing the Fox, 
Orpheum and State theatres here, 
are leading the battle. 








RKO to Book 
Par Pix Per 


Agreement 


Efforts of the RKO circuit to 
force Paramount to a reduction in 
rentals for the Par product played 
in the Greater New York area have 


proved futile. Maintaining its po- 
sition and refusing *o back down 
on a six-year franchise, Par has 


finally obtained an agreement from 
RKO to carry through under the 
contract and its commitment. 

After several conferences the 
RKO heads have agreed to pick up 
Par pictures, which the circuit had 
refused, to date, in the hope of 
forcing an adjustment of the terms 
under the franchise. 

These include ‘Hell and High 
Water,’ ‘White Woman’ and ‘Take 
a Chance,’ which were available to 
RKO after RKO had played Mae 
West's ‘I’m No Angel.’ 

The franchise under which RKO 
sought an adjustment has three 
years to go and calls for one-half 
of the Par program each year. The 
other half goes to Loew under a 
10-year pact. The new deal with 
RKO was- made three years ago on 
a six-year basis so that it would 
run out concurrently with the Loew 
deal. 

‘Alice in Wonderland’ is on the 
half of the program going to Loew’s. 
That circuit is not playing it immee- 
diately, though available, waiting 
until February to date. 
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E. Benesch 
Liberty Theatre 
Chicago, Ill. 
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The Show World today has its interest 
focused on the Roxy Theatre, New York, 
for only one reason. That’s the consistent 


_ box office performance which the Roxy 


continues to present. 


From an overwhelming deficit in 1932, 
the Roxy theatre has been transposed into 
a consistent profit maker for more than 
a year. 


This improved condition has earned the 
universal respect of the Show World. 


From the beginning of this upward swing 
the Roxy theatre has been serviced by 


F. & M. STAGESHOWS, Inc. 


a subsidiary of 


FANCHON & MARCO 


INCORPORATE D 
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Lennen-Mitchell Agency Before 


Musicians 


ee * 


Fred Waring had the Lennen & 
Mitchell agency brought before the 
trial board of the New York mu- 
sicians union last week to settle a 
dispute over some $500 in rehearsal 


money which the bandman claimed 
was due him. Made the first in- 
stance of an ad agency appearing 
before the local to answer charges 
over alleged non-payment of fees. 
Involved in the controversy is the 
Ola Gold show on CBS, which L 
& M. supervises. 

Waring contended that his unit 
had on a number occasions con- 
ducted its program rehearsals away 
over the two hours specified by the 
local’s rules. Additional rehearsal 
time was put in, declared the band 
leader, at the insistence of the 
agency and with the understanding 
that the client would readily pay 
for it. Lennen & Mitchell denied 
that it had asked for the extra re- 
hearsals or gave assurance that the 
cig account would take care of 
them. Waring’s salary on the 
show is $3,500 a broadcast. 

Union’s trial board reserved de- 
cision. 


Booking Jam at NBC 
Over Thursday Night 
Use of Biggest Hall 


Looks like a jam up between Gen- 
eral Foods and Standard Brands 
with NBC in the middle over the 


use of the right to the network’s 
largest studio in Radio City Thurs- 
day nights, unless the former con- 
sents to give way by Jan. 18. On 
that date Rudy Vallee resumes his 
Fleischmann yeast broadcasts from 
New York. 

General Foods’ Maxwell House 
Coffee Show Boat became a Thurs- 
day night tenant of the ace studio 
when the originating point of the 
Fleischmann program moved along 
with Vallee to Los Angeles two 
months ago. Standard Brands now 
wants the layout back and its com- 
petitor Maxwell is reluctant to 
move. J. Walter Thompson, agency 
on the Standard Brands accounts, 
is determined to recover the stu- 
dio’s use on this night for still an- 
other reason. It’s interested in 
moving the Paul Whiteman-Kraft 
show back into the big capacity 
studio with the return of Al Jolson 
to the program. 

Fleischmann, Maywell House and 
Kraft programs run in that order 
according to the hour from 8 to 
11 p. m. on the NBC-WEAF sched- 
ule. With Maxwell House holding 
the studio the other two shows are 
barred since it would be impossible 
to clear the audience of one ac- 
count in time to accommodate the 
audience of another. 


$24 PER MAN EXTRA 
ON OPERA PICKUP 


Dispute is on between NBC and 
the New York musicians union over 
the extra money that should be 
paid the pitmen during the broad- 
east of the Metropolitan Opera un- 
der the Lucky Strike banner Sat- 
wrday afternoons. Additional price 
get by the union is $24 per man. 

Network contends that the Met 
musicians are willing to make it $6 
each and the union should let them 
have their way. The local’s govern- 
ing board in reply points to the 
wnion rules and regulations which 
Provides for such situations a 
standby man’s rate of $18 for the 
broadcast plus $6 rehearsal fees. 

In making the deal for the opera 
Performance’s pickup with Lucky 
Strike, NBC had not taken into the 
vonsideration the extra musicians 
money, which means if and when 
it’s paid it will come out of the 
network’s pocket. Met pit numbers 


Union Trial Board 





Take It or Leave It 





Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Tag-line which stations are 


adding to liquor shows goes 
like this: 
‘This announcement and 


show intended only for those 
states in which liquor is 
legal.’ 


ADIO’S FIRST 
SECRET LODGE 
REPORTED 











Toronto, Jan. 15. 
A secret organization is reported 
in operation hereabouts consisting 
of broadcasting employes fighting 
the Canadian Radio Commission. 


It is the first instance of an under- 
cover vigilante organization § in 
radio here or anywhere. 

How real or formidable the or- 
ganization is cannot be estimated. 
Commission is apparently ignoring 
the movement, the latest develop- 
ment in the stormy career of the 
Federal agency functioning under 
legislation expiring in April. Ene- 
mies of the commission hope to 
prevent a renewal of its tenure. 

Meanwhile a spokesman for the 
secret order confided that fear. of 
dismissal and reprisals made the 
subterranean plan indispensable. 
Stations would fire employes even 
if the commission itself took no ac- 
tion, they hold. 


CROONER SHOT, KILLED 


Ft. Worth Theatre Owner Charged 
with Murder 


Fort Worth, Jan, 15. 

Ted Adams, radio crooner, was 
shot and killed here last week. 
Earl Penix, owner of several Fort 
Worth theatres, is in jail charged 
with the murder. Shooting oc- 
curred when Adams, privately Rob- 
ert Cushman, was in the company 
of Penix’s estranged wife. . 

Adams has been _ broadcasting 
over KTAT and KFJZ. He leaves a 
widow. 


Groucho and Chico May 
Oil It for $6,000 Net 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Groucho and Chico Marx are ne- 
gotiating with an oil company for] 


a series of 13 half-hour broadcasts. 
Salary is understood to approach 
the $6,000 net per program which 
they received while appearing for 
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey. 

Alan Simpson of Joyce & Selz- 
nick is dealing for the brothers 
with the oil company, which is not 
Standard. 

The $6,000 net to Groucho and 
Chico on the Standard program was 
top so far to talent, as the oil com- 
pany paid the agents’ 10% for ma- 
terial and all costs. 


WCKY’S NEW ACTS 
Cincinnati, Jan. 15. 

Talent staff of WCKY, Covington, 
Ky., the ‘one minute from Cin- 
cinnati’ 5,000-watter, has been 
strengthened by the addition of six 
acts on sustaining. 

New lineup includes Mildred Mc- 
Farren, singer; Presto Pirates, in- 
strumental trio; Eddie Newman, 
guitarist and comic; Mildred Hall, 
pianist; Gene Jordan, formerly of 
WIR, Detroit, tenor, and the Three 











around 50 men. 


Chadnc in Tan 


|} the time president Homer Hogan 


NBC FEARS OWN 


SURVEY © 
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JITTERY ABOUT 
STATION KICKS 


Crossley Reports Probably Going 


To A.N.A. for Economy, Expansion 


+ 








Recently Completed Maps 
and Charts Revise Some 
Former Conclusions—Re- | 
gional Dynamite Where | 
Red and Blue Webs Lap | 








A DILEMMA 





Now that NBC has completed the | 
survey showing the actual listening 


Oldest Station 


San Francisco, Jan. 15. 


Claiming to be the oldest 
broadcasting station in the 
world, KQW, San Jose, will 


celebrate its 24th birthday this 
week. Fred Hart started the 
500-watter that long ago, and 
few years back opened a Frisco 
branch studio and office. 
Natal day will be observed 
with a 24-hour broadcast, in- 
cluding appearances of guest 
stars from other local stations, 
network and indies alike. 








coverage enjoyed by each of its 





affiliated s:ations the network is 
leery about releasing this info. It 
is afraid it will step on too many 
toes. 

Involved in the web’s dilemma is 
more than the probability of in- 
curring the displeasure of an ap- 
preciable number of affiliated out- 
lets. NBC is faced with the prob- 
lem of kicking over its own apple 
eart. . 

Material collected by NBC field 
engineers in the recently conducted 
probe of each allied station’s signal 
strength tends to show that the 
comparison of accumulative cover- 
age between the basic red (WEAF) 
and blue (WJZ) links is radically 
different from what had previously 
been pictured. Even though the 
data strengthens the network’s po- 
sition in many spots a realign- 
ment of the two loops would not 
only entail too many complications 
from the operating and statistical 
angles but likely aggregate the 





present irritation. 
A Kickback 

NBC has already had one sample 
of affiliate repercussion arising from 
the recent survey. While on a visit 
to New York one station operator 
obtained a map showing the results 
of the tests taken of the two NBC 
allied outlets in his town. Latest 
charting gave his transmitter a 
wide edge over the opposition’s and 
served to refute the general im- 
pression that his competitor had the 
superior coverage. The station op- 
erator with the map made free use 
of it in going after the opposition’s 
accounts, Competitive broadcaster, 
on finding out where the map had 
come from, raised a howl against 
the network and demanded to know 
what NBC was trying to do to his 
business. 

Network’s survey disclosed that 
a number of stations with high 
power weren’t getting anything 
near the coverage that minor pow- 
ered outlets had in the immediately 
surrounding area and that in many 
instances the station with a choice 
spot on the dial had the advantage 
over a competitive outlet clothed 
with higher operating power. It 
also brought home the observation 
that the rank and file of stations 
would be better off, if, instead of 
petitioning the Federal Radio Com- 
mission for increases in power, they 
concerned themselves more with 
improving the transmitter setup 
and general condition of the equip- 
ment, 


CHI BROADCASTERS CHIN 


Literary Salon Holds One of Its 
Rare Meetings 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Chicago Broadcasters Ass'n. last 
week held one of its occasional 
meetings. Only result was a pile 
of cigar butts in Sen Kaney’s of- 
fice where the meeting took place. 
Meeting was practically over by 


anpeared on the scene. They talked 
about the weather, Jimmy Petrillo 
and company unions, looked out of 
the window, and decided it was 
time to go out and get some beer. 


Sam Fallow Out 


Sam Fallow, club booker, 
off the payroll of CBS Artists Bu- 
reau at the end of next week. 

Fallow has been doing the net- 
work’s club bookings for almost 
two years. Prior to that connec- 





goes 








tion he was with RKO. 


ters are CHNC. 


PRESS - RADIO 


PACT HELD UP 
BY HEARST 


Ratification by the press faction 
of the peace pact worked out with 
the networks has reached an im- 
passe because of William Randolph 
Hearst’s refusal to commit either 
his newspapers or broadcasting en- 
terprises to the agreement. Both 
the Associated Press membership 
and the United Press as an or- 
ganization are reported to have 
okayed the covenant which will give 
the press authority to regulate the 
broadcasting of news. 

Hearst’s main objection to the 
plan is the provision that would 
subject the newscasting operations 
of his outlet to the supervision of 
a committee containing reps from 
competitive news collecting serv- 
ices. Hearst’s two news clearing 
organizations are the International 
News Service and Universal Serv- 
ice. 





MIKE AND HERMAN BACK 


Old Time Radio Team Off Air Two 
Years 





Chicago, Jan. 15. 

After two years’ absence a spon- 
sor and its favorite act return to 
the ether. On Jan. 24 Kasper coffee 
brings back Mike and Herman, the 
comedy dialectian team. 

Will be on three times weekly for 
15-minute afternoon rides. Act once 
was a big favorite in Chicago area. 





N. Y. TO CLEVELAND 


TREK FOR AIR SHOW 


For a singleton broadcast over 


WTAM, Cleveland, and WLW, Cin- 


cinnatl, the McCann - Erickson 


agency last week transported from 
New York to 
made up of George Olsen’s band, 
Joe Morrison, East and Dumke (Sis- 
ters of the Skillet), Francis Lang- 
ford and 
quartet. 
hour Tuesday night (9), was framed 
to help Standard Oil of Ohio cele- 
brate one of its birthdays. 


Cleveland a troupe 


the Men About Town 
Show, which lasted an 


Last time that McCann-Erickson 


arranged a similar twin city broad- 
cast for the Ohio refiners with the 
cast put together and rehearsed in 
New York was two years ago. 


Mumps and Kilocycles 


Quebec, Jan. 15. 
Dr. Charles Houde, a country doc- 


tor practicing in the Gaspe area of 
this 


province has 200- 


started a 


Negotiations now in process in- 
dicate that the Association of Na- 
tional Advertisers will after Feb. 28 
assume complete operating re- 
sponsibility for the program popu- 
larity checking service known as 
the Crossley Reports. Whether A. 
M. Crossley, who created the analy- 
sis and who for the past four years 
has operated the program checking 
proposition as part of his general 
statistical collecting bureau, will 
join the ANA payroll March 1 is 
yet to be determined. 

During the past year the revenue 
derived from selling the service to 
air advertisers and ad agencies as 
compared to the huge cost entailed 
in maintaining it hasn’t been up to 
Crossley's satisfaction. Rather than 
see the project abandoned the ANA 
has elected to make it part of the 
association's statistical department 
and continue to sell the service to 
ad agencies as well as national ad- 
vertisers who are on its membership 
rolls. Association also figures that 
with the checking service coming 
under its complete control it will be 
able to increase the sources sub- 
scribing to it and thereby cut down 
the individual subscription fees, 
which now come to around $2,600 
a year. 


since its inception and also supere 
vised the work. 

Subscribers to the checking serv- 
ice at the present time consists of 
22 ad agencies and 16 national ad- 
vertisers. Although the contracts 
with these clients have various ex- 
piration dates, the fiscal year for 
the Crossley broadcast service ends 
as of Feb. 28. 


Threat of Opposition 
Bestirs Stagnant CKY 
To Try Showmanship 


Winnipeg, Jan. 15. 

After being panned for the past 
five years for lack of showmanship 
in its radio presentations, govern- 
ment-owned CKY is waking up, be- 
cause new indie, CJRC, will soon 
be on the air to offer competition. 

Since 1923, CKY has monopolized 
broadcasting in this province to the 
boredom of the listener. Re- 
cently James Richardson, millionaire 
broker, got okay from Federal gov- 
ernment to set up a 100-watter 
which caused CKY officials to wall 
that their station was doomed. 

That was a month ago. Now the 
attitude is reversed and CKY, for 
the first time in its existence, is 
showing signs of showmanship. 
Starting with an advertising cam- 
paign in the local papers, they fur- 
ther startled the long-suffering 
tuner-in by grabbing off one of the 
smartest radio men in the Canadian 
west, namely D, R. D. Coats, 


SCHLITZ AUDITIONS 
BECOMING HABITUAL 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 

Last week Schlitz beer company 
held its steenth audition. This time 
at Columbia, because NBC had the 
previous couple. Schlitz is very 
gracious that way, and the net- 
works appreciate the way the beer 
account gives NBC and CBS pro- 
fram and £=~sales 
equal number of headaches. 











Both networks have given up 
hoping for a contract any more. 
They now hold Schlitz auditions 
through force of habit. Schlitz 
started auditioning in June, 1933 
a. ‘ 

They said they wanted the show for 


the hot weather season. 

But neither NBC nor CBS is 
thinking of doing away with the 
Schlitz auditions. They like ’em. 





watt radio station at New Carlisle 


under authority of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Commission. | 
Programs in both French and} 
English will be broadcast. Call let- | 
| 


As one exec said, It’s at least good 


| practice for the sales force. After 
|a week's work on Schlitz a sales- 
man becomes so tough that he ean 

six other accounts 


£0 out and sell 


right off the bat,’ 


ANA has hel. the copye, 
right on the program analysis idea’ 


departments thé" 
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Edecators Told Profit-Seeking 
Causes Low Quality Programs 


Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 15. 

Congress should initiate a scien- 
tific and comprehensive study of the 
whole field of radio, Eugene J. Col- 
trane, field representative of the 
National Committee on Education 
by Radio, told educators from the 
Piedmont section of North Carolina 
at a conference at the Hotel Char- 
lotte. 

He reviewed the positive contri- 
butions of radio to the home life of 


the nation and its possibilities in 
the education of the child. He was 
severe in his criticism of the type 


of programs broadcast for the most 
part, and which wield a tremendous 
influence on the cultural life of the 
children of the nation. 

Fact that radio is supported by 
advertising was given as the cause 
for the unhealthy type of program. 
‘There is a clear answer to the 
question why we have poor pro- 
grams. The advertiser, sponsoring 
and selecting the programs, has Lt 
one motive in view—that of selling 
his goods. Thinking in terms of 
profit and not public service, he gets 
the program that will draw the larg- 
est audience.” 

Speaker added that if it becomes 
necessary to propose another means 
of support, this is not the time nor 
place for such a proposal. He out- 
lined briefly the means of support 
in England and Canada. 


INDIE BROADCASTER 
WON'T SELL STATION 


St. John, N. B., Jan. 15. 
is broadcasting feud exists here 
‘between an independent  broad- 
caster, C. A. Munro, and H. P. Rob- 
inson, head of the New Brunswick 


Telephone Company, the New 
Brunswick Publishing company 
(dailies) and otherwise influential. 
Robinson has been authorized by 
the Canadian Radio Commission to 
build a 100-watt station to operate 
in connection with his newspapers. 

Unless Munro will sell out his 
six-year-old CFBO to Robinson the 
prestige and pressure of the tele- 
phone and press baron will go be- 
hind a brand new station. Thus far 
Munro has refused to sell and says 
he will resist. 














A Local Act 





Albany, Jan. 15. 
Manager of an Albany the- 
atre approached radio station 
here to obtain local radio acts 


to add to his film program, 
which has a 10 and 15-cent 
admission, He was offered 


singers, but declined. 

Station asked who he had in 
mind. He replied: ‘Myrt and 
Marge.’ 











No Cuban Censorship 
But Arguments with 
Soldiers Are Possible 


Havana, Jan. 10. 
Cuba has no radio censorship but 





a policeman, soldier, or sailor is 


apt to be found at all 
guard within radio stations seeing 
to it that no opponents of the pres- 


ent de facto government take to the 
kilocycles. And the Chief of Police 
has discretionary powers of slap- 
ping a fine up to $1,000 on anybody 
broadcasting offensive matter, 
Jesus Lopez, ex-newspaperman, 
has been a thorn in the govern- 
ment’s side with his ‘Voz del Air’ 
news broadcasts over CMCD. Mili- 
tary authorities watch him very 
closely, 


times on 





Announcer Works Nights, 
WWNC Business Better 


Asheville, N. C., Jan. 15. 


Because of the new national ac- 
counts opening up just after the 
first of the year, Station WWNC, 
Asheville, N. C., has re-arranged its 
announcers’ schedules. Hitherto, 
announcers went home early as sta- 
tion identifications were made by 
the engineers on duty. 


With these national accounts, 
hour schedules have been re-ar- 
ranged to keep Announcer Robert 
Cochrane on duty every evening 
late, relieving him of daytime stuff. 
Among new accounts which opened 
up right after the New Year were 
Crazy Crystals, transcriptions in 





Hockey Play-By-Play for 
Chevrolet Dealers’ Assn. 


Detroit, Jan. 15. 
Detroit Chevrolet Dealers Assn. is 
sponsoring a nine-weeks series of 
broadcasts of hockey games at 


Olympia. Covering 27 broadcasts 
of regularly scheduled league 
games in the National and Inter- 
national leagues. 

Lynn Wilson has been brought in 
from London, Ont., to do the play- 
by-play announcing. 


? 


WKBF’s Booking Office 


Indianapolis, Jan. 15. 

Finding himself more and more 
in show business D. ‘Plug’ Ken- 
dricks, manager of WKBF here, is 
now negotiating with several the- 
atrical agents to put in a regular 
talent and booking department. 

Department is to sell talent not 
only to sponsors for radio shows, 
but also for personal appearances 
in theatres, clubs, etc. Follows 
idea of such stations as WLS, Chi- 
cago, and WLW, Cincinnati. 











Barn Dance Turns Pro 


Cincinnati, Jan. 15. 

Weekly barn dance program of 
TSSAI, inaugurated three months 
ago as a sustainer, goes commercial 
tomorrow (16) for Sears, Roebuck 
& Co. on a year’s contract. Spon- 
sor will stage the broadcast in its 
Cincy store on Tuesday nights, with 
several hundred sitters-in for each 
program. 

Entertainers, all on Crosley staff, 
who participate are Pa McCormick 
and his oldtime fiddlers. Oklahoma 
Bob Albright, m.c., and Clyde and 
Carl. 

WSAI aired the program on Sat- 
urday nights in its studio with 
lookers-on, who were invited to join 
in rural dances during the proceed- 
ings. This idea will be continued by 
the commercial. 


addition to the network programs, 
Plymouth, Chevrolet, Gillette, and 
Pontiac. With these are carried 
Stanback, Charles Stores, the 
Watchtower (45 min. weekly), J. F 
G. Coffee, and several of the ac- 
counts which have been on WWNC 
for some months, 

Several local commercials have 
newly started also, opening up 1934 
in a prosperous manner. G. O. 
Shepherd is director of Station 
WWNC. 





Del Monte Jam Fixed 


San Francisco, Jan. 15. 
An injunction suit prohibiting 
plugging of its Del Monte coffee on 
the Coast having been straightened 
out, California Packir= hss added 


the western NBC network to the 
previous WEAF hookup for Captain 
Dobbsie's ‘Ship of Joy.’ Only west- 
ern sponsored transcontinental 
show, ‘Ship of Joy’ wasn't released 
on the Coast. 

Injunction had been brought 
against Calpack by Tillman & Ben- 
del, also makers of a Del Monte 
brand. Under verdict of U. S. Dis- 
trict Court of San Francisco, T.&B. 
give up the Del Monte lebel. 

Carl Olliger of McCann-Erickson 
handles the account. 


Delos Owen Off WBBM 





Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Delos Owen is off the CBS- 
WBBM prvduction staff where he 
has been assistant to Walter Pres- 


ton, production chief. 

Owen came to WBBM after a 
long stay at WGN, the Chicago Tri- 
bune outlet. 


a 


Cincinnati, 





— 


has resumed 
the I‘riday night half-hour Chime 
Reveries programs by the Crosley 
concert ork under direction of Wil- 
liam C, Stoess. 

WSAT, Cincinnati, has added two 


WLw, 


sustaining acts: Missour! Kinney 
and her daughter, Florence, piano 
and vocal, and Cohen and Lom- 
bardi, Italian dial songs and ac 





eordion. 


THAT RADIO MENACE 


Bruno Walter Describes It—Then 
Speeds to Embrace It 








Paris, Jan. 5. 

truno Walter, German conductor 
of the New York Philharmonic, ar- 
rived here with a slam at radio on 
his lips and at the same time an- 
nounced that he was going to direct 
concerts for the British Broadcast- 
ing Company. 

‘The interference of broadcasting 
with symphony concerts is really 
quite a danger,’ Walter said. ‘It is 
no wonder that concert attendance 
falls off when people can sit com- 
fortably av home and enjoy the same 
program over the radio.’ 

The menace is so terrible, in 
Walter's opinion, that he went right 
over and joined it. 

After conducting in St. Moritz, 
Florence, Geneva and Lausanne, he 
will go to London and do three con- 
certs over the B. B. C. network. 
Then he will go to Amsterdam, 
Paris and Vienna to conduct in con- 
cert halls, returning again at the 
end of his tour to the hated micro- 
phone in London, 





Gammons Raps 


Minute Blurbs 
As Bad Policy 


Minneapolis, Jan. 15. 
WCCO is turning down one-min- 
ute announcements by the whole- 
sale, according to Earl Gammons, 


station manager. On one day re- 
cently it turned down 10 such ac- 
counts, Mr. Gammons states. 
Gammons believes that stations 
using a large number of these 
straight advertising announcements 
are making a big mistake and 
‘should get hep to themselves.’ He 
points out that it is unfair to the 
companies spending large sums on 
elaborate entertainment. 

Excessive use of the one- 
minute advertising announcements 
threatens to bring public disfavor on 
the radio, Gammons feels. 








AUTO RADIOS TAX FREE 





Providing Owner Pays for Home 
Set—Yanks Untaxed 





Ottawa, Jan. 15. 

Canada’s 1934 gift to radio is the 
decision of the Government to grant 
a free license for a radio receiver 
installed in an automobile when the 
owner already holds the annual 
license for a radio set in his home. 
Two for the price of one is the rule 
in this case, the fee being the usual 
nick of $2 per annum. 

U. S. motorists touring Canada 
with a radio installed in the car 
will not be asked to take out a 
license as long as they are just 
visiting. 





Circle Rings on NBC 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 

Perfect Circle piston rings start 
on an NBC blue network show 
shortly. Contract signatured calls 
for a Sunday afternoon 30-minute 
period for 13 weeks. 

Though time is set the show isn’t. 
Now hunting around for a novelty 
and likely that the program will 
be dramatic to compete wtih the 
flock of musical shows on Sunday 
afternoons. 





Charlie Agnew’s Discs 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 

Armand Lotion turning out a se- 
ries of test ether discs featuring 
the Charlie Agnew band, Through 
the Reincke-Eliis-Younggren and 
Finn agency. 

First batch contains 13 discs at 
15 minutes each. Will be planted 
through some Iowa towns and if a 
click figured for a network show. 





RUSH HUGHES PROLONGED 
San Francisco, Jan. 15. 

Rush Hughes is back from a fort- 
night's vacation, part spent in New 
York, and this week resumes his 
daily ‘column’ on NBC. 

Bakery sponsor and J. Walter 
Thompson agency put through an 
| extended renewal for the broadcast, 
which has been on about & year, 
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Bar Mexican Studios in U. S. 





FRC Reports 


Progress for Year — 559 


Stations Operating in Country 





Father Doing Well 


San Francisco, Jan, 15. 

A baby daughter arriving at 
the home of Don Cope, NBC 
producer, ahead of schedule 
threw plans of Mrs. Cope’s girl 
friends for a shower up in the 
air. 

While the missus was in the 
hospital with the young ‘un 
Cope carried on the home’s so- 
cial duties by hosting it to 14 
gals at the shower, receiving 
all gifts in the name of his frau. 


6-STATION NETWORK 
OPERATES IN CUBA 


Havana, Jan. 10. 


National Network of the Cuban 
Telephone Co. has added a new link 
with CMJH of Ciego de Avila, 
which covers the northern part of 
Camaguey Province, Chain now 
comprised by CMS at Havana, 
CMHD, Caibarien; CMHJ, Cien- 
fuegos; CMJK, Camaguey; CMJH, 
Ciego de Avila and CMKC at San- 
tiago. 

Rates remain unchanged, $100 per 
hour including entertainers, Pro- 
posed Radio Artists Union, after 
more than ten weeks in organiza- 
tion, hasn’t yet been approved. 
Everybody wants too much money. 


WNEW Will Have 
Longest N. Y. Schedule 


WNEW, Newark, will take to the 
air between Feb 1-15 at which time 
WODA, Paterson, and WAAM, 
Newark, will go off the air as part 
of the deal arranged by Milton 
Biow. Dick O’Day, technical; Don 
Clark, programs, and Ed Fisher, 
publicity, will be the department 
heads, with New York headquarters 
in the former Amalgamated studios. 

Station will operate from 7 a. m. 
to 3 a. m., the longest schedule in 
the metropolitan area. Wattage is 
2,500 until night, 1,000 thereafter. 
Roxy LaRocca engaged as musical 
director of station. 


NBC Engineers’ Mag 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 

In about 30 days the first issue 
of a new institutional magazine 
known as the ‘NBC Engineers 
Quarterly’ will be published. Will 
concern the problems of radio en- 
gineering and additional personal 
gossip concerning the engineers 
and their doings. 

No editor-in-chief but an editorial 
board composed of one engineer 
correspondent from each NBC divi- 
sion. Will be published in Wash- 
ington. S. A. Wankle and Al Eisen- 
minger are the New York and Chi- 
cago men, 





























SCHNOZZLE’S BOSWELLS 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Jimmy Durante has engaged Jack 
Harvey and Milton Raison to pre- 
pare material for his series of 26 
broadcasts on the Chase & Sanborn 
hour starting in April. 

The writing team got the nod 
from Durante while working on 
the ,script of ‘Strictly Dynamite,’ 
which Schnozzle will do for Radio. 





BOWEN SIGNS WSJS 


Winston-Salem, Jan. 15. 

Scott Howe Bowen, radio adver- 
tising representative, stopped off 
here enroute to New York and 
signed with WSJS as station rep- 
resentative. Norris O’Neil, manager 
of WSJS, handled the details. 

Bowen predicted radio would 
have its best business in 1934. 





Wilcox with NBC 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 

Harlow Wilcox now with the NBC 
announcing staff here. Formerly 
with CBS-WBBM, Wilcox has been 
free-lancing for the past few 
months. 

Entry of Wilcox causes some shift 
in the spieling staff, sending Nor- 
man Ross to the “Teaberry Sports 
Reporter’ show. 





> 


Washington, Jan. 15. 


Federal campaign against air 
pirates in Texas and other states is 
proceeding satisfactorily, Federal 
Radio Commission announced last 
week, but amendment of the radio 
act to prevent operation of high- 
powered American-owned Mexican 
stations probably will be asked of 
Congress. 

Reports from the front show that 
during the last six months of 1933 
in Federal Courts 14 cases in vari- 
ous states resulted in guilty pleas 
or verdicts, with five Texas cases 
ending satisfactorily to the govern- 
ment. Past year showed wide 
growth in illegal operation, par- 
ticularly in the Southwest, accord- 
ing to recent annual report of Act- 
ing General Counsel George B. 
Porter. Chairman Eugene Sykes 
told House Appropriations commit- 
tee, however, that the situation is 
well in hand. 

With only two cases resulting in 
acquittals, courts plastered fines 
totaling $1,250 on nine defendants 
and handed out sentences of ag- 
gregating nine years, six months, 10 
days to six defendants. Most of 
the jail sentences were suspended. 

Restrictions to curb Mexican 
transmitters will be advocated as 
result of the failure last year of 
the United States and Mexico to 
get together on proposed agreement 
to prevent border stations from in- 
terfering with domestic trans- 
mitters. Commission wants to place 
on the books a law prohibiting 
foreign stations from maintaining 
studios in this country or broad- 
casting remote-control U. S. pro- 
grams without permission. 

Drive against pirate stations is 
costing the government more than 
had been expected since offenders 
insist on testing government power 
in court and could not be scared 
off, but diligent prosecution is ex- 
pected to clear the situation in 
pending cases. Sykes told House 
members that the Texas violations 
result from ‘an organized move- 
ment’ to defy power of Commission. 
Porter in his report said that facts 
obtained by investigation and opin- 
ions of technical experts disprove 
contention that signals of low- 
powered pirate stations do not 
cross state lines and noted that 
consequently transmitters are not 
exempt from Federal regulation. 

Commission work grew steadily 
during the fiscal year 1933, Judge 
Sykes said in annual report, al- 
though applications from broadcast 
stations fell off somewhat. During 
the year more than 41,000 formal 
matters were given attention, with 
commissioners sitting en banc to 
hear 118 matters. 

Broadcast applications numbered 
2,193, a drop of 326, while author- 
izations amounted to 2,446, a decline 
of 88. Number of new broadcast 
stations rose by 15, an increase of 
7 in authorizations of this char- 
acter, while deletions numbered 22, 
leaving 559 stations in operation on 
June 30. 





Rockwell-O’Keefe Take 
Over Pappy, Ezra, Zeke 


Management of Pappy, Ezra, Zeke 
and Elton, hillbilly team on WMCA, 
New York, the past six months, has 
been taken over by Rockwell- 
O’Keefe, Inc. Act starts Jan, 22 on 
a five times a week schedule over 
NBC with at least two of the re- 
leases coming at night. 

Troupe originates from the west 
coast where it broadcast under the 
tag of the Beverly Hillbillies. 





Guy Lombardo Stays 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 
John Reber, on the coast for the 
J. Walter Thompson Agency, set a 
new deal with Guy Lombardo 
whereby the latter’s orchestra stays 
on the Burns & Allen program un- 
der a new contract. 
Reber is now in San Francisco, 








Burroughs Goes to Work 
Hollywood, Jan 15. 

Edgar Rice Burroughs takes over 
the distribution of his disks of ‘Tar- 
zan the Apes,’ which have previous 
ly been handled by American Radio 
Features Syndicate. 

Author will also prodice the new 
series of records himself. 








<-- 








Wi 


Tu 


— 


Wit 
jamm 
statio 
about 
and a 
noun¢ 
minut 
statio 
the © 
being 
curre! 

NB 
blank 
ments 
local 
WEBB. 
is bu 
weath 
nounc 
lows 
CBS 
accep 

Onl 
WBB 
signal 
headi 
annou 
ports 
for VW 
laiter 
prese 


AIR 


Los 
perity 
This 
from 
ton. 
the f 
parso 

Cort 
servic 
radio 
carry 
pilots 
by m 
the | 
they 
their 
carry 

Wil 
collec 
the p 
full. 
up to 

Dec 
preac 
in tk 
mone 
ligiou 
in the 


The: 


Gol 
tend 
clude 
(| 
tende 

Pre 
favor 
weste 
Tren 
is pl 
learn 
appe: 
Jewe 


Rad 
A 


Jos 
in th 
awai 
Mont 
a ch 
with 
W.N 
static 

Th 
by a 
and ( 
son 


abou 


two 


here, 











~~ 





nee 





Tuesday, January 16, 1934 


RADIO 


VARIETY 33 








———— | 





With Time Sold Solid, Network Chi 
Stations Cut P. M. Announcements 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 

With the evening time now 
jammed on both networks the big 
stations are beginning to worry 
about their artistic standing again 
and are cutting down on spot an- 
nouncements. Will sell only 15 
minutes or more on the NBC local 
stations. The five-minute show and 
the one-minute announcements are 
being killed off as rapidly as the 
current contracts expire. 

NBC led off last week with the 
blanket order that po announce- 
ments will be accepted on NBC 
local service stations after six p.m. 
WRBBM, the local Columbia outlet, 
is busy freeing its evening air of 
weather reports and general an- 
nouncements. Move on WBBM fol- 
lows the long standing rule of the 
CBS New York key, WABC, which 
accepts only the time signal. 

Only announcement left on 
WBBM is the Bulova watch time 
signal which is placed under the 
heading of public service. Non- 
announcement order on weather re- 
ports kills off such well-knowners 
for WBBM as Rem and Piso’s, the 
latter finishing the deal when the 
present contract expires on Jan. 30. 


AIR PARSONS PAY; 
PROSPERITY BACK?) 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 

Los Angeles is sure that the pros- 
perity corner has been rounded. 
This isn’t based on any reports 
from Wall Street or from Washing- 
ton. L. A. bases its assumption on 
the fact that the radio preaching 
parsons are now paying their bills. 

City has 10 clerics who conduct 
services each week over various 
radio stations and call for funds to 
carry the expenses. For months the 
pilots have been carried on the cuff 
by most of the radio stations, with 
the broadcasters figuring that if 
they were fired they’d never get 
their money, so it was better to 
carry them and trust to an upturn. 

Within the last 30 days the ether 
collections have been mounting and 
the parsons have paid their bills in 
full. Some of them were in the red 
up to $750. 

Deduction drawn from this is that 
preachers were considered a luxury 
in the hard days, and now that 
money is getting looser the re- 
ligiously inclined listeners can chip 
in these days a little more freely. 


Theatre Man’s Script 
Idea Clicks, Spreads 


Detroit, Jan. 15. 

rordon Baking Company will ex- 

tend its Lone Ranger show to in- 

clude WOR, Newark, starting Jan. 

17. Some weeks ago show was ex- 
tended to WGN, Chicago. 

Program started and built into a 
favorite over WXYZ, Detroit. It’s a 
western idea suggested by George 
Trendle, veteran film exhibitor, who 
is president of WXYZ. Trendle 
learned about westerns and their 
appeal as a theatre operator. James 
Jewell does the dramatizations. 


Radio Lecturer Under 
Arrest; Forgery Charge 


Birmingham, Jan. 15. 








Joseph Gordon, radio lecturer, is 
in the hoosegow at Jackson, Miss., 
awaiting extradition papers from 
Montgomery, where he is wanted on 
a charge of forgery in connection 
with a bad check bearing the name 


W. M. A. Pape, owner of the Mobile 
Station. 
Three warrants were sworn out 


by a hotel manager at Montgomery, 
and Gordon was arrested at a Jack- 


Son studio, Charges amount to 
about $20. 
F. & §. EAST 
Chicago, Jan. 15. 

Free & Sleininger last week 
Opened a New York office for their 
station representative _ biz. H. 
Preston Peters went east from Chi- 
Cavzo 

_First new stations on the list for 
New York representation are the 
two Ralph Atlass stations, WJJD 





here, and WIND, Gary. 
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SUSTAINERS RESERVED 








CBS Bars Sponsored Acts From 
Other Spots 
Acts connected with commer- | 


cials are barred from doubling into 
sustaining spots under a new rule 
prevailing at CBS. 

With open evening niches be- 
coming more and more scarce the 
network wants to reserve this 
available 
didates or 
at liberty 


other talent on its list 
between sponsors. 





PROTEGES PAY 
19% COMMISH © 


ON PAY 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Most 


nostrils of advertising agencies | 
around here at the moment is the) 
so-called protege racket. This, 


briefly, is the procedure of discov- 


ering unknown talent and collect- 
ing 75% commission. Discoverers 
are performers or bandsmen of! 


standing. Unknown talent being ex- | 


ploited are their proteges. 

What irks the advertisers is pay- 
ing $200 for a performer when only 
$35 of the sum may be actually go- 
ing into the performer’s pocket- 
book. Apart from a feeling of be- 
ing gypped in the financial arrange- 
ments the agencies have another 
slant. That is the ever-present fear 
that the client may inadvertently 
find out about the salary discrep- 
ancies,. 

Advertising agencies realize from 
bitter experience that once an ad- 
vertiser’s suspicions are aroused on 
talent costs the seeds of the ac- 
count-removal have been planted. 
Protege thing with its rather raw 
and cold-blooded profits at the ex- 
talent is hard to 


pense of young 

explain to an advertiser. However | 
innocent the advertising agency 
might be the blame is apt to fall 


on them. 
Nobody is willing to define what a 


fair fee would be where an enter- 
tainer of standing pushes a rank 
outsider into the limelight. Pre- 


sumably special efforts are worth 
special commission but commission 
that almost amounts to confiscation 
of salary seems to be the general 
idea of patrons of young artists as 
to the value of nomination for the 


' glories of protegedom. 


SHOOTING TRIANGLE 


IN HAVANA RADIO. 


Havana, Jan, 10. 

Maria Cervantes, popular 
radio singer, sat at the 
Florrncia film theatre 
benefit in which she was taking 
part was going on, her 
Dr. Augusto <Aulet, 
pistol in his hand, and shot and 
killed her escort, Rafael Llovet, a 
student and newspaper reporter, 
sitting next to Maria. 

Maria Cervantes’ age is reported 
as 48, her husband's 52, and the 
escort 23. Dr. Aulet calmly walked 
to the nearest police station and 
gave himself up. 


Foote Quits 


Ernest B. Foote has quit oper- 
ating as a special station represent- 


While 
Cuban 


ative on his own. Organization 
which he folded was incorporated | 
under his own name and had eight 
stations on its Jist. 

Prior to going into business fo: 
himself Foote was with the World 
Broadcasting System. 

Air Acts in Cafe 
San Francisco, Jan, 15 

Tim and Irene (Ryan and Nob- 
lette) and Will Aubrey booked by 
NBC for the Bal Tabarin cafe whe 
Kay Kyser’s band returns Jan. 24. 


ws out or 


Club 


band bo 


for the 


Tom Gerun’s 
that date, scramming 


Forrest, New Orleans 





time for built-up can- | 


malodorous practice to the} 





where aj} 


husband, | 
walked in, a} 





Dusting the Aitic 


(For the *way-back-when on 





present day radio names, 
VARIETY will exhume its New 
Acts files on vaudeville which 


go back over a period of 28 
years.) 





(Jan. 4, 1918) 
FRED ALLEN 
Talking Juggler 
16 Mins.; One 
American 

If Fred Allen is his right 
name he should change it, and 
if Fred Allen isn’t his right 
name someone should tell what 
it was, for this Fred Allen has 
copped and copped until he 
may think he has an act. Bu: 
what he has is so well known 
along the big-time routes that 
the very familiarity of it must 
push him back on the small 
time, even though he could 
make the big time, which he 
might have done five years 
ago, but five years ago he 
would not have been able to 
cop what he has now. 

His first lift is the ventrilo- 
quial bit of Felix Adler's, but 
he’s not the first to take that 
(and some of those who have 


taken Adler's ventriloquial 
business have debarred 
themselves forever from ex- 
pecting protection for any- 


thing of their own, if they ever 
secure anything original). Al- 
len walks on with a dummy, 
and with stange hands and or- 
chestra does what Adler did so 
long and may still be doing, 
the only difference being Adler 
uses a live dummy and Allen 
carries an actual dummy, with 
the stage hands working from 
behind the drops or in the first 
entrances. 

A real phonograph record is 
used for an imitation of a 
gramaphone, and Allen says 
it’s an Edison. Later he jug- 
gles, three or four balls, talk- 
ing meanwhile about knowing 
there is someone in front, but 
not Knowing where he is sit- 
ting, that he doesn’t like ap- 
plause, and that, when failing 
in one trick, informing the 
audience they knew what he 
intended, which may be recog- 
nized by Edwin George. 

A pair of wooden hands pro- 
jected from the wings applaud 
him a couple of times, and to- 
ward the ‘sh he says that as 
he can’t take chances on his 
encore he will do the encore 
before leaving. When depart- 
ing some slides are thrown 
upon the curtain, with pic- 
tures of Washington and Wil- 
son, and Allen, bowing, while 
during the act an assistant 
dressed as a stagehand rudely 
removes a screen, and thi ‘e 
are other bits Joe Cook might 
think were suggested by his 
act, if not more closely con- 
nected with it. 

Allen’s iron ball and turnip 
juggling have been somewhat 
varied from others and could 
almost be termed new in these 
days, but he is merely a copy 
of other and better acts who 
have gone before him and will 
remain before him while h 

zs onto his borrowed ma- 


terial. His is a nutty talking- 
juggling turn and if he gets 


away with it on the big time, 
then he is ~ot near as nutty 
as the big time is. Sime. 





That was in 1918. In 1934 
Fred Allen is one of the few 
comedians writing his own ma- 
terial. The only gags he cops 
now are from Portland Hoffa 
(Mrs. Allen). 








FRC Not Disposed to Ban or Censor 
Hard Liquor for Drys; Uncertainty 
Is Keeping Distillers Off Radio 





RALPH WONDERS BACK 


Fortnight Hollywood Talent Sur- 
vey Completed 

Ralph Wonders, Columbia Artists 

Bureau mer., returned from Holly- 


wood Monday (yesterday) after 
spending a couple weeks looking 
over the field for available radio 
talent. He brought no contracts 
back with him, 

With commercials in increasing 


number turning to the picture col- 
ony as a source of material for 
their programs the network dele- 
gated Wonders to make a survey of 
the situation. His task was to find 
out what film names were free to 
go on the air, what the asking 
prices were and what producing 
companies they were connected 
with. 


William Paley hasn't decided 
whether he himself will make a trip 
to the west coast around Feb. 1, as 
previously scheduled, 


MEXICAN GOVT. 
VAMPS YANKS 
BY RADIO 


San Francisco, Jan. 15, 

Mexican government is planning 
a series of transcriptions for Amer- 
ican stations, and is taking Grace 
Sanderson Michie, radio writer and 
one time pix producer, on a tour 
of the country this week to write 
the disc series. 

Miss Michie leaves for El Paso 




















ft 
al 


White Takes Glover’s 
| Duties at Columbia 


Paul White was assigned Monday 
yesterday) 
yrroadcasts 
came vacant with the departure last 
week 


CBS’ 


Job 


to head 
department. 


of Herbert B. Glover. 
White will retain charge 
‘olumbia News Service, which c 


ues in operation, 


2 DOWN IN FRISC 


San Francisco, Jan 5 

Frances Herrick of NBC's drama 

aff is seriously ill with a combi- 

ition attack of diphtheria 
|smallpox which seized her shortly 

ter she had attended a rehearsa 
1of ‘Mud Caves.’ 

Eddie Murphy, p.a. for KTAB and 
|KJBS, is recovering at St. Luke’ 


| hospital from a bad infection of the 


arm 


special 


be- 





of the | 


and if 


this week (18) hopping across the 
border to a cruising hotel car that 
will take her through the entire 
country for an indefinite period. 
She’ll write her experiences, im- 
pressions and descriptions, Mac- 
Gregor-Sollie labs here will wax 
’7em and Mexico will buy the time 
on some 50 American stations. The 
Michie trip will be on the Mexican 
government, 

Miss Michie, who was an indie 
pix producer some years ago before 


busting into radio, did a _ similar 
job for the Australian Travel Bu- 


reau last year, the discs going on 
52 American stations, and is slated 
to do one for New Zealand when 
she’s through with our southern 
neighbor. 





BIG TURNOVER ON 


KFAB ANNOUNCERS 


Lincoln, Jan. 15, 


has trouble keeping an- 

Seems everyone they gel 
going legit-minded and 
promotes a job in some cast some 
where and pulls out, 

The first announcer to be 
by the bright lights was Lee 
nett, grabbed up to be Jan 
ber’s vocalist. The second 
Adolph Brandes who hit the 
with ‘Brigham Young.’ Third 
Lauren Gilbert, prominent in the 
cast of Bonstelle players in De- 
troit. And now Russ Baker is 
lopped off with an engagement at 
the Community Playhouse in 
Omaha starting latter part of 
January. 


KFAB 
nouncers, 


good gets 


stung 
jen- 
Gar- 
was 
road 
was 


the 


Al Poska probably would have 
gone for the idea, but they made a 
program director out of him—so 
he’ll stay on. 

° 
Frisco Renewals 
San Francisco, Jan. 15. 

Flo« of renewals have comes 
through for NBC tl week, includ- 
! e resumption of Folger’s Cof- 
fee's an rship of Lee §S. Roberts 
twice weekly and of Langendort | 
Paker for Rush Hughes’ Air Pic 
| torial renewal of ‘Orphan Annie’ 
|for Ovaltine: S$.0O.S. and Easy Wash- 
ing Machine on Women’s Magazine | 
of the Air, and General Mills on Al] 
Pearce’s show 


advocating 


guments. 
more 


Federal Radio Commission is ex- 
pected to assume a handsoff policy 
toward the advertising of hard 
liquors on the air. Should the thing 
be forced to an issue the commis- 
sion is prepared to answer those 
regulatory measures in 
this direction with two counter ar- 
One is that it can no 
restrain the broadcasting of 
liquor plugs into dry states than 
the government can presume to 
stop the circulating of newspapers 
containing such advertising in sim- 
ilar areas. Other contention will 
be that the commission could not 
undertake to censor hard liquor ad- 
vertising without extending this su- 
pervision to light wines and beer. 

Filing of petitions with the FRC 
by prohibitionists asking that sta- 
tions whose signals carry over into 
dry territory be restricted from 
taking liquor advertising on the 
plea that this would be against the 
public interest has been mainly re- 
sponsible for the small amount of 
business placed with radio by the 
distilling and _ distributing inter- 
ests. Before they start making ap- 
propriations for the air these fac- 
tions want to be sure that inter- 
ference from the FRC won't bungle 
things for them. 

Boston Booze 

Only outlet in the east known to 
be carrying hard liquor advertising 
is WNAC, the Yankee network key 
in Boston. Station has one whiskey 
and two gin accounts. As a result 
of the agitation for censorship 
started by the dry forces in Wash 
ington WNAC has inserted a line 
into the copy matter on _ these 
broadcasts which reads: ‘This pro- 
gram does not intend to offer liquor 
for sale in those states where it 
is against the law.’ Understanding 
is that the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion will unofficially suggest to the 
broadcast trade that it adopt a sim- 
ilar explanatory appendage for all 
liquor advertising. 

Lord and Thomas are sending 
queries to important radio stations 
asking their policies on the liquor 
question and if favorable answers 
are received will put the Schenley 
distilleries on the air. If networks 
are not available, radio discs will be 
used, 





Hearst Seeks Eastern 
End of WCCO’s Wave 
Held by Weak WNYC 





W. R. Hearst is arranging to 
make application to the Federal 


Radio Commission for the rights to 
the channel now occupied by 
WNYC as soon as the New York 
City administration makes a move 
to abandon the outlet. WNYC has 
been listed by Mayor LaGuardia as 
one of the city projects that would 
be dropped in line with his economy 
campaign. Putting of the latter 
plan into effect depends on the pas- 
sage of a New York city measure 
calling for revision of the municipal 
charter by the state legislature. 

If the FRC okays Hearst's appli- 
cation it will give the publisher two 


stations in New York. Other is 
WINS, assigned to 1180 k.ec. and 
operating daytime only. WYWNC is 
licensed to operate at 500 watts 


and shares the 810 k.c. wavelength 
with WCCO, CBS's 50,000-watter in 
Minneapolis. 


MacDonald Cancels 


Hollywood, Jan 15. 
Expecting to start work in Met- 
ro’s ‘Merry Widow’ in February, 
Jeanette MacDonald has had to can- 





cel her Feb. 11 date to sing on the 
Ford auto broadcast. 

Ford company has to e its 
dates set far in advance, so } put 
another singer on the proc nd 
give Mi MacDonald a late 


HARRY SMITH STEPS OUT 








Harry Dwight Sn l ed 
as the v. p. in ol rge of McC l= 
Erickson’s radio departmen Hie 
will however main me 
nterest n the firms ¢ i 
ilso Y his ock p in 
the agency 

Sucee to Smith has not been 
named 
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New Desiness 





FORT WAYNE 


Rugnu, American Research Chem- | 


fcal Co., Columbus, O., announce-| 
ments. WOWO. 

Chevrolet Motor Co., announce- 
ments. WOWO. 

Plymouth Motor Co., announce- 
ments. WOWO. 


Chrysler Auto Co., announcements. 
Wwowodn. 

Cloverleaf Creamery Co., of De- 
catur, announcements. WOWO. 

Nyal-Ucatone, 15 mins., wax spot 
announcements. WOWO. 

Climalene Co., of Canton, O., five- 
minute wax spot announcements, 
Wwowod. 

Cystex, of Kansas City, 15 mins., 
Wax, spot announcements. Placed 
by Dillon-Kirk agency. WOWO. 

Petersime Incubator Co., of Gettys- 


burg, O., daily announcements. 
wowon. 

PITTSBURGH 
Chrysler Corp., 13 transcriptions. 


Placed by J. Stirling Getchell, Inc. 
KDKA. 

Philadelphia Co., 8 one-minute an- 
nouncements. Placed by Equitable 
Sales Co. KDKA. 

Climalene Co., 5 five-minute tran- 
scriptions. Placed by W. S. Hill Co. 
KDKA. 

Freedom Oil Works, temperature 
report daily for 7 weeks. Placed by 
Albert P. Hill Co. KDKA. 

Dictograph Products, 
transcriptions 13 times. 
Broadcast Advertising. KDKA. 

Duquesne Brewing Co., renewal 
for 13 weeks of quarter-hour shows 
weekly. Placed by Walker and 
Downing. KDKA. 

Gillette Safety Razor Co., 26 one- 
minute discs. Placed by Ruthrauff 
and Ryan, Inc. KDKA. 

Easy Washing Machine Co., 
participation in Home Forum for 13 
weeks. Placed by Henri, Hurst and 
McDonald, Inc. KDKA. 

U. 8. School of Music, 5-minute 
discs for 2 weeks. Placed by Rose 
Martin. KDKA, 


WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 


Morris Plan Bank, 30-minute pro- 
gfam from 7:30 to 8 o'clock each 
Wednesday for one month, sponsor- 
ing group from Salem College Glee 
club, girl’s school. Placed locally. 
WSJS. 

Motor Sales Company, transcrip- 
tion by Barney Oldfield five minutes 


15-minute 
Placed by 


BALTIMORE 


warbling by El Garo, twice weekly, 
13 weeks. Placed by Zimmer-Keller, 
Inc. WBAL. 

S. & N. Katz, five-minute weekly 
announcement, 26 times. Placed by 
Joe Katz. WBAL. 

Crazy Crystals Co., Tie-in weekly 
announcement, 26 times. Placed di- 
rect. WRBAL. 

Household Finance Corp., weekly 
announcement, 52 times. Placed by 
Charles Daniel Frey. WBAL. 

Schmidt Baking Co., 19 announce- 
ments, one week. Placed direct. 
WBAL. 

Blue Ridge Coal Co., announce- 
ment twice weekly, 13 weeks. Placed 
direct. WBAL. 

Bonwit, Lennon Co., 
service announcement, 
times. Placed direct. 
WBAL. 

Read Drug Stores, shopping serv- 
ice announcement, daily 13. times. 
Placed direct. WBAL. 

CHICAGO 

Kitchen Art Foods, Inc., Chicago 
has 26 five-minute programs adver- 
tising Two Minute Dessert on Mar- 
tha Crane’s Homemakers’ Hour. 
Rogers and Smith agency. WLS. 

Stanco, Inc., New York for 13 ad- 
ditional weeks of five-minute discs 
daily except Saturday and Sunday. 
For cream of Nujol with discs fea- 
turing Dr. Royal S. Copeland talks. 
McCann-Erickson agency, New York. 
WLS. 





shopping 
daily, 13 
(Renewal). 


LINCOLN 
Wasey Products, CBS, 11-11:15 
a.m. Daily except Saturday and 
Sunday. KFAB. 
Bordens Milk, Jane Ellison, CBS. 
Gives recipes and dramatizes house- 
hold problems. 10:45-11:00 am., 
Wednesdays. KFAB. 
Johnson Wazx, Tony Wons and 
double piano, CBS. 10:30-10.45 a.m., 
Tuesday and Thursday. KFAB. 
.National Protect. ve Insurance 
Association, spot announcements. 
KFAB. 
Climolene, five 5-minute transcrip- 
tions, 10 a.m., Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days. KFAB. 
Remington Rand, four 15-minute 
ET’s, 5:15 p.m., Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days and Saturdays. KFAB. 
Chevrolet Dealers, sponsoring an- 
nouncements on the new car. KFAB. 


each day for one month, Placed lo- Sanitary Laundry, Omaha, Partici- 
cally. WSJS. : ; pates in Time ’n’ Tunes (morning 
Kamphene, transcriptions ‘twice! program). KFAB 
daily for three weeks starting Janu-|" pi,-bara Gould. ET’s 10-10:15 
> ,’ 
ary 22. Placed locally. WSJS. daily. Sponsored by Gold & Co. 
SEATTLE along with announcements. 
Peck & Hills, nine 15-minute auc-| Clark’s Clothes, Emo's movie 
tion sale periods weekly over KOL.| broadcast, 5:45 p.m. daily. KFOR. 


Dr. Ross Dog Focds, five-minute 
disc each Tuesday, Jan. 16 to July 
10. KOL. . 

Poole Electric Co., series of 26 
fifty-word spots, starting Jan. 15, 
over KOMO. 

Rainier Distributing Co., series of 
weekly announcements to run in- 
definitely. KOMO. 

Consolidated Laboratories (Heliol), 
series of announcements over 
KOMO. 

Chevrolet Dealers Assoc., 13 an-s 
nouncements between Jan. 12 and 
14. KOMO. 

Laundrine Soap, three 15-minute 
programs a week, Chet Cathers and 
his Southern Serenaders starts Jan. 
16. KOMO. 


PITTSBURGH 
Bulova Co., 300 spot announce- 


ments over 52 weeks. Placed by 
Biow Co. WCAE. 

Iodent Co., transcription three 
times weekly for 52 weeks. Renewal. 
Placed by Scott, Howe, Bowen. 
WCAE, 

Boggs and Bull, 300 spot an- 


nouncements over indeterminate De- 
riod. Placed direct. WCAE. 

Bay State Fish Co., transcription } 
twice weekly 26 weeks. Placed by} 
Scott, Howe, Bowen. WCAE. 

W. H. Bingler Co., 13 announce- 
ments. Placed direct. WCAE. 

Fred Fear Co., three announce- 
ments, Placed by Scott, Howe, 
Bowen. WCAE. 

Chevrolet Motor Co., 13 announce- 
ments in five days. Placed direct. 
WCAE. 

Radio Cooking Club of America, 
two-hour studio broadcast daily for 
four days. Placed by Cecil, War- 
wick and Cecil. WCAE, 


Frank and Seder Co., 15-minute 


sketch 100 times. WCAE. 

Chrysler Corp., 100 announce- 
ments. Placed by J. Stirling Get- 
chel. WCAE. 

Gimbels, 15-minute sketch 100 
tmmes. Placed direct. WCAR. 

H. F. Gleason Co., five spot an- 
nouncements. Placed direct. WCAE. 


Climalene Co., five transcriptions. 
Placed by W. S. Hill Co. WCAE., 
Joseph Horne Co., 100 announce- 


ments. Placed direct. WCAE. 
Nujol, medical talk five days 
weekly, 13 weeks. Placed by Mc- 
Cann-Erickson Co. WCAE. 
Mistol, medical talk five days 
weekly, 13 weeks. Placed by Mc- 
Cann-Erickson Co. WCAE. 


Kaufmann’s Dept. Store, 100 an- 
nouncements. Placed direct. WCAE. 
A, and P. Co., half-hour concert 


once weekly, 13 weeks. Placed by 
Harris-Peart Co. WCAE. 
Camonbell-Ewald Co., program five 


Placed 


days weekly, three weeks. 
: WCAE, 


by World Broadcasting Co. 
s” . 





Here and There 


Kellogg’s ‘Singing Lady’ (Ireene 
Wicker) program goes into its fiftn 
year on NBC-WJZ Feb. 5. Renewa', 
as of this date, is for 52 weeks with 
the account allowed the privilege of 
withdrawing for the month of Au- 
gust. 








Morton Downey and his vaude- 
ville-touring orchestra will orig- 
inate a program to the entire Co- 
lumbia network from KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, Thursday, Jan. 25, at seven 
o'clock. 


David Heenan, formerly in the 
adv. department of the Los Angeles 
Steamship Co., is the new publicity 
director at KHJ. 


Archic Davis and his orchestra, 
WPTF, Raleigh, N. C., played the 
Corsairs’ club dance at Graham, 
N. C. 





Lambdin Kay, general manager, 
and Ernest Rogers, publicity direc- 
tor, raised $6,000 for Christmas 
charity in a ten-day drive over 
WSB, Atlanta, utilizing station tal- 
ent on programs. 





Carbola Chemical Co. will try to 
interest the farmers with an edu- 
cational program starting Jan, 22 
with WGY, Schenectady, picked for 
the test campaign. Frank Presbrey 
Co. is the agency behind the idea. 





Eddie Albright, announcer, and 
Hap Felch, technician of KNX, Los 
Angeles, lost their homes in the re- 
cent California flood. 

Lombardo’s 4 More 
San Francisco, Jan. 15. 

MJB coffee, through Lord & 
Thomas, has handed Guy Lombar- 
do’s orchestra a renewal for a sec- 
ond four weeks. 

KTAR, Phoenix, also given a four- 
week paper for the half-hour show 
with Lombardo and Tizzie Lish. 








High Life Angling 
Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Miller’s High Life beer is radio 
minded again. 
Ray Perkins came into town last 
week for the first audition. 





Larrow Milling Co., 15 minutes of| 


Radio Downbeat 





(Continued from page one) 


of amusement. It made this coun- 
try the world’s greatest family of 
| home-and-hearth addicts. On a 
wholesale scale it leveled the public 
taste, rich and poor, metropolite and 








mon quest for take-it-easy and in- 
expensive amusement captured it 
out of the air waves, 

But any sign of prosperity has 
generally meant a concerted urge to 
spend away from the home and in 
public. This, combined with re- 
peal’s appeal, is another reason for 
the belief that radio, instead of 
about dominating everything in the 
amusement field, may soon have to 
content itself with merely fitting 
into the national scheme of enter- 
tainment. 

The thought is that a_ great 
message, or a great. entertain- 
ment, alone will consistently chain 
‘em to the parlor if money continues 
to loosen up. Which means that 
despite that air performances come 
free to the home, radio will have 
to fight for its audience the same 
as any other amusement enterprise. 
Those close to the commercial end 
of radio are concerned over the 
prospect of the finale of that period 
when tremendous numbers of lis- 
teners were assured because people 
had to stay home. 

The picture business has long 
known that the public has stopped 
‘going to the movies’ when any film 
would serve. They ‘shop’ now for 
the best screen feature in town and 
pass up the second choices they 
used to also attend. So, likewise, 
the radio men are trying to deduce 
if the time is fast appoaching when 
the public will no longer listen to 
any program and will only be ra- 
dio induced to stay home by their 
air favorites. They also see the pos- 
sibility -of radio eventually follow- 
ing that picture practice of throw- 
ing a galaxy of stars into one film, 
or one program, in order to attract. 
Repeal has beer. drawing people 
out of the house. Once down- 
town they're staying out for the 
night. That’s the nix on radio. 
The Wall St. angle is the knowl- 
edge that certain ratios of mer- 
chandizing reaction, via the broad- 
casting route, aren’t materializing 
as in the past. The networks’ gross 
income for 1933 of $31,500,000 is a 
20% drop under ’32. The difference 
actually is $7,500,000—the ’32 gross 
totaling $39,000,000 for both chains. 
Television? 
Wall St. further sees any definite 
decline of radio hastening tele- 
vision to the market. Whether or 
not television is ready for prac- 
tical merchandizing, progress on it 
will be speeded, it is believed, 
through this combination of cir- 
cumstances. 
A sufficient point to the tele- 
vision thing is further seen in the 
spurt which the new four-band 
radio receiving sets have received. 
These are sets equipped for nor- 
mal local reception, plus three sup- 
plementary bands that permit all 
sort: of short and long-wave recep- 
tion, particularly international, 
apart from the local police calls, 
the amateur telegraphy and the 
ship-to-shore stuff. These sets pick 
up the powerful Moscow and Rome 
broadcast centrals and also ‘get’ 
Australia anu the rest of the globe. 
This is deemed pertinent through 
the inference that radio addicts still 
like the novelty ot etherizing but 
are tired of the local pattern of 
programs, and will fish for distance, 
braving all sorts of handicaps from 
static and distorted reception, so 
long as it’s something different. On 
this is predicated the television 
theory that if tele comes in—provid- 
ing it’s in a marketable condition— 
it will catch on fast. 

The norme] radio receiving 
markec is believed to have been 
about completely absorbed. Even 
the two (and three) radio set idea 
in the home—just like the two-car 
idea for every family in those good 
ole '28 days— is being deemed to 
have saturated everything possible, 
and, proportionately, more combina- 
tion sets are being sold. This is 
because of the phonograph angle, 
with a trend to play the talking 
machine now more apparent than 
has been the case in years past, 
and reflected in the rise of disc 
sales. This rise isn’t sensational 
but a very definite spurt it is none 
the less. When Brunswick reports 
that October, 1933, was its best 
business since January, 1930, those 
are figures that can’t be. discounted. 
Ditto for Victor and Columbia, not 
to mention that a pop song hit now 
doesn’t stop at 200,000 copies; the 
‘Last Round Up’ has hit 430,000 in 
sales and will go to 500,000 copies, 
indicating that with freer money, 
these luxury adjuncts are beginning 
to enjoy more sales, 


set 
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RADIO EXPLOITATION 


(in this Department ‘Variety’ will collate each week news items 
of possible value to Radio Stations, 
Advertisers on the merchandising end. Special stunts of all kinds 
will be reported, these items being turned in by ‘Variety’ staff men 


Advertising Agencies and 
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12,000 Cans of Hash 
Chicago. 

On a test for audience and cover- 
age the Harding restaurants in Chi- 
cago two weeks ago offered a can 
of Harding's corned beef hash to 
anyone sending in their name. 
Over 12,000 requests shot in, setting 
a new high mark for KYW over 
which station the announcement 
was made. 

Offer was made on Sunday after- 
noon on the regular Harding 15- 
minute show featuring the two 
doctors, Pratt and Sherman and the 
Rex Maupin orchestra. Announce- 
ment was made personally by John 


P. Harding. Show is booked 
through the C. Wendel Muench 
agency. 





More Cooking Schools 


Saltimore. 
As plug for Carolyn Carter's 
Cooking School's ether spiels over 
WCAO for Radio Cooking Club of 
America, Ine. (composed of and 
sponsored by group of eight na- 
tional mfg. co’s.) arranged to have 
Miss Carter throw three consecutive 
broadcasts in Alcazar, burg’s ace 
hall, where housewives could come 


Ether Slants 


Benny Fields in his first two pro- 
grams as m.c. of the Shell hour 
from KFRC, San Francisco, over 
the Coast CBS network, has got off 
to a strong start. Devoid of an at- 
tempt at smartness or flippancy, 
Fields showed that it is possible to 
get ether laughs without straining, 
something refreshing for Coast 
m.c.’s on jamboree hours. 

On his second appearance before 
the Shell mike he sang three num- 
bers of the ballad type and mani- 
fested a crooning ability of no small 
measure. He looks a cinch for a 
long spell on the program. 








Tydol, in a spirit of sweet reason- 
ableness, asks the public, ‘Are we 
not welcome to take only about one 
minute of your time during this pro- 
gram for our sales message?’ Or 
words to that effect. This appeal to 
tolerance in return for the musical 
pleasures provided by sponsorship 
isn’t a bad slant, although it would 
very soon get to be a fearful bore 
if all advertisers decided they would 
seek to convince the public that 
benefactions called for reciprocity 
Robert Armbruster provides nice 
music for Tydol. 


Phil Harris is in the unfortunate 
position of sounding something like 
Ben Bernie in the style and tone of 
his chatter between orchestral offer- 
ings for Cutex. Therefore the never- 
pleasing danger of being rated un- 
deservedly an imitator. 





Phillips Dental Magnesia pounds 
home a ‘don’t accept substitutes’ 
line of sales gab on the Abe Lyman- 
Muriel Wilson-Frank Munn show, 
which goes down on the radio list- 
ings as ‘Waltz Time.’ Product fears 
a worthy sales intention may be 
intercepted by the wily blandish- 
ments of scoundrels disguised as 
druggists. 





Beechnut gum is characterized by 
good sense and rational claims in 
its advertising copy, while the pro- 
gram, ‘Red Davis,’ is an amusing 
yarn of a _ boy-turning-man hero 
with a great deal of typical adoles- 
cent nonsense crammed in his ro- 
mantic head. 

A mid-evening program obviously 
patterned for the older elements, 
Beechnut ought to be succeeding in 
its purposes. A very pleasant 15 
minutes that doesn’t insult intelli- 
gence and offers a sensible reason 
for chewing gum, namely, to freshen 
the oral cavity after too many ciga- 
rettes. 





Today’s Children, which now has 
Pillsbury Flour for its sponsor over 
WMAQ, Chicago, last week married 
two of its principal make-believe 
characters. 

It marked one of the top climaxes 
in the tale of the Moran family as 
played by Irna Phillips, Bess John- 
son, Lucy Gilman and Walter Wick- 


er. Show has been going steadily 
since June 20, 1932. Play lead is 
held by Irna Phillips, who does 


Mother Moran and who has devel- 
oped the entire script and idea. 





CHRYSLER DISCS 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Chrysler goes on the air shortl- 
with a series of discs being spotte: 
through the Stack-Goble agency. 





Auto firm is arranging for the 
shows to be sponsored by local 
dealers. 





in and have a close-up of Miss Car- 
ter in action, demonstrating the 
recipes and at same time airing pro- 
gram to stay-at-homes. 

Housewives procured ducats to 
show from their grocerymen with 
purchase of any product marketed 
by firms embraced in sponsorship. 
Firms also dished giveaway samples 
of victuals to the matrons on way 
out. Added angle had Miss Carter 
answering questions apropos cook- 
ing after the broadcast. 

Approximate attendance is 
daily. 


700 


Always Helpful 
Tacoma. 
Peoples, large Tacoma depart- 
ment store, is announcing in news- 
paper advertising will be glad to 
broadcast over K VI for civic organ- 
izations without charge. 
Applies to meetings, socials, etc. 





Restaurant Pick-Ups 
Charlotte, N. Cc. 

Cheerwine Bottling company has 
found it worth the added expense to 
broadcast by remote control from 
various restaurants in the area, 
Public interest plus appreciation 
plugs for Cheerwines customers 
justifies the ccsts., 

Company sponsors a 
rade’ over WSOC, 


‘sports pa- 


Charlotte’s Mystery Man 
Charlotte, N. C. 

WBT has a mystery singer that 
still has ‘isteners guessing afler two 
years. He is ‘Phileo Phil’. Specu- 
lation as to his identity continues as 
a popular guessing game. Some 
even guess Eddie Cantor and Bing 
Crosby. Others have identified him 
as the Street Singer. A Californian 
wrote in that it was a Ruth Etting, 
disguising her voice. 

A. K. Sutton, Inc., sponsors the 
program in the promotion of radio 
distribution. A new three-time-a- 
week schedule has just been 
adopted for the program, replacing 
a Sunday afternoon spot. 

‘Philco Phil’ wears a mask to and 
from the studio and curtains are 
drawn over studio windows for his 
programs. The stunt brings down 
a lot of comment for program and 
client. 


Radio Question Man 
Asheville, N. C. 

‘Keeping Up With Radio,’ a weeke 
ly feature over Station WWNC, 
Asheville, N. C., has built up a huge 
audience reaction through its short 
periodical presentation of gossip 
about the great and near-great of 
radio. It is broadcast simply as an 
‘Answer to Questions’ period, and 
when questions run out the quarter 
hour is filled up with news and gos- 
sip about the stars of the ether. 

This period serves a three-fold 
purpose: it is a convenient way to 
answer questions which come in 
from the audience; it is a mail 
builder; and it offers a convenient 
outlet for explanations of certain 
radio facts that are puzzling to the 
listeners. 

3roadcast was started by Robert 
Mackelfresh and Robert Cochrane, 
and is still carried on by one or the 
other each week. 


English as She Is Spoke 
Asheville, N. C. 

‘Our Mother Tongue,’ featuring ths 
weekly chats on good English by 
Prof. Charles A. Lloyd, of the Bilt- 
more College faculty, is a proof 
against the contention that all edu- 
cational broadcasts are dry and 
keep audiences away. This program 
is broadcast every Monday evening 
at the dinner hour (7:30 o’clock) 
from Station WWNC, and has an 
unprecedented sustained audience 
response, 

Mr. Lloyd attempts to settle the 
problems of listeners, and finds him- 
self with plenty of questions to an- 
swer each week. 

Kidding the Grocer 
Des Moines. 

Using the voice of the station's 
gossiper, KSO tied up with a lead- 
ing grocery to have the female im- 
personator call the grocery every 
morning and put in her order for 
the day. 

Kidding the grocery clerks and 
with funny asides on the order she 
is putting in, besides comrments on 
the actual prices of groceries she 
is ordering has put the idea over as 
an exploitation stunt. 


Air Auction 
Seattle. 
An auction on the air is the latest 
radio exploitation gag here. Proc- 
tor’s, department store, moving into 
new location, will auction off old 
stock, putting the sale procedure 
over KJR in two 15-minute periods 
daily for two weeks, starting Dec. 
18. Remote from the old location. 
Opening of the new store was 
etherized last Friday. Studio orches- 


tra played at the store for two 
hours, remoting one hour over 
KOMO. 
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MAUDE ADAMS — 
‘The Little Minister 

Mins. 
OMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Maude Adams and cold cream, 

It staggers the imagination of 
old enough to know the 
It caused NBC to write pub- 
announcements fairly breath- 
ing with awe and incredulity. Amidst 
galaxies of celebrities going on the 
air these days, Maude Adams stands 
forth as something that can't quite 
be brushed aside. Her physical ma- 
terialization is so arrestingly and 
surprisingly novel. No everyday 
luminary but a figure of legendary 
stature. 


anyone 
pame. 
licity 





People will listen to Maude 
Adams. Mostly people who never 
saw her. A lesser number of th?) 


forgotten generation of theatre- 
goers. Certainly Pond’s will attract 
an audience such as radio programs 
seldom manage. Curiosity alone 
guarantees that. 

In the 15 years since she locked 
her make-up box and wrapped her- 
self in a mysterious silence Maude 
Adams has remained a cherishel 
memory of the pre-war sentimen- 
talists and a synonym, even more 
than the Barrymores, for the Amer- 
ican theatre of yesterday. In her 
way she antedated Garbo, who 
chooses to loath and avoid the so- 
ciety of her contemporaries and to 
create an aura of untouchability. 

Maude Adams at the heighth of 
her stardom went about heavily 
veiled and shrank from the would 
be admirers. She used a six-foot 
pole to keep the public at a distance 
and from this acute publicity elu- 
siveness sprang the Maude Adams 
legend. 

Then out of the silence and into 
the loudspeakers of America came 
Maude Adams and cold cream. No 
matter why. NBC declares and 
columnists print that the privacy of 
a broadcasting studio (and they can 
be extremely private) appeals to 
her, Coming and going unseen on 
Radio City express elevators, the 
star nobody ever named a sandwich 
after can do her chores under ideal 
working conditions—so goes the 
story. 

What is pertinent to Pond’s and 
to the trade is that Maude Adams 
brings with her an audience. Pre- 
sumably a large one. Whether 
that audience will enlarge or dimin- 
ish with successive broadcasts is 
not easy to predict. ‘The Little, 
Minister’ as adapted was not ideal 
for radio, except that it was ob- 
viously what was expected. Miss 
Adams was prefaced lengthily by 
first a narrator and then secondary 
characters. It was all in Scotch 
brogue, always tough on ears, not 
attuned to its cadences. 





Adjective ‘elfin’ is used to de- 
scribe the heroine. ~That tells much. 
Playwrights no longer etch elfin 


heroines. The mood and the spirit 
of Sir James Barrie’s play is alien 
to the present day. Ladies who 
tease overmuch nowadays get a 
grapefruit in the face from modern 
James Cagneys. 

Helen Hayes did ‘The Little 
Minister’ on the Fleischmann hour 
some weeks ago. 

Two sections of 13 minutes or so 
divided by Pond’s sales message 
were given (12) but only one-half of 
‘The Little Minister’ emerged. For 
the remaining portion a second tun- 
ing-in next week is required. Split- 
ting narrative with a week’s delay 
by ordinary standards on radio is 
bad. Exceptional circumstances 
may rule differently, of course. 

Some of the sound effects in in- 
stallment one were poor. Notably 
Miss Adams’ humming entrance. 
She successfully projects a good 
deal of light and shade across the 
kilocycles. She has a_ thousand 
tricks of the voice. 

‘Minister’ is what used to be called 
high comedy. Implying refinement 
and a mixture of whimsy. Definitely 
genteel. That is Maude Adams. A 
lady who happens to be an actress, 

Land, 


‘THE OLD NEIGHBORHOOD’ | 


Joseph Greenwald, Maurice Barrett, 
Doris Hardy 

Dramatic Serial 

ustaining 

WOR, Newark 


Dialog of this series may be new, 
but the basic theme has a lot in 
common with ‘Mendel, Inc.’, which 
David Freedman authored for legit 
and films several years ago. Green- 
wald played the title role in the 
Freedman version of ‘Krautzmyer’s 
Alley.’ 

‘The Old Neighborhood’ serial 
takes for its background the York- 
Ville section of Manhattan and ac- 
cordingly makes its dialect Dutch. 
Like ‘The Kibitzer’, the lead char- 
acter is the owner of a cigar store, 
shows a disposition to take nothing 
Seriously but his cracked brain in- 
vention and has a motherless | 
daughter who does all the worrying 
for the family. 

Conversations exchanged all 
around and philosophies spouted by | 
the central figure are all satterenll 





to the old formula. Maurice Bar- 
rett, also from legit and vauds 
Plays the part of the crony. Green 
wald and Barrett should get to- 
sether on their dialects and make! 
t all Dutch or all Yiddish. Odec. ! 


| for 
|etherizes it as a sustainer of 


H. G. WELLS 
Address from London 

XO Mins. | 
WEAF, New York | 


High-pitched, throat-clearing man- 
nerisms of H. G. Wells over the air 
from London to New York shocked 
many who knew him only through | 
his smooth-running prose. 
in his half-hour talk 
Britain?’ listeners could time his} 
bronchial whoops. Lucky thing 
Shaw didn’t follow Wells in, as ad- | 
vertised, G. B. S. being a spieler | 
first and writer afterward. 

Upper register inflection made| 
Wells’ courageous attack on way | 
out of present world mess sound} 
slightly lavender till American hear- | 
ers got over first shock. After that 
his stuff sounded plenty jake till 
NBC closed him off in the middle of ! 
a transatlantic sentence, claiming | 
time was up. | 

Though writing is his field, Wells | 
has always been touchy about his| 
speech. Harris’ crack that when he 
first met Wells latter talked with | 
cockney accent left Wells burning 
with a slow, blue flame for thirty 
years. 

tedeeming features of his spiel 
was the simple style he used to get | 
across really big ideas. Three-way | 
deal of America, Russia and Great | 
Britain to run the world for a while 
on NRA lines certainly was big-time 
thinking for an insular Englishman. 
Doubtful if others in series will top | 
it. Scully. 


‘WINE, WOMEN AND SONG’ 
With Bob White, Jack Daly, Ed! 

Vito 
Sketches 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 

Triner’s Wine is paying for this! 
15-minute shot each week. From 
their show it is obvious that the 
sponsors are trying to inveigle the! 
women into wine imbibing. It is! 
strictly a femme show. 

Show might be declared in the 
picture business as an artistic tri- 
umph. From all counts a clean- 
cut idea, produced excellently with 
a central th.me that makes it a 
production gem. 

Each week the loudspeaker pro- 
duces some well-known song such 
as ‘Dinner at Eight,’ ‘Smiling 
Through’ or ‘Merry Widow Waltz’ 
and then proceeds to tell the story 
behind the song. The story is pure 
fiction, of course. ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
told the simple story of a mixed up 
romance between two couples who 
met at dinner. ‘Smiling Through’ 
tells about an old wine-maker who 
gets his job back. ‘Merry Widow’ 
tells the yarn of a college widow 
and her long-lost love. They all 
shape as pleasant yarns suitable for 
the femmes who read light fiction. 

Shows are the last word in pro- 
duction, writing and performance. 
Each song is introduced by a 
femme singer, accompanied by Ed 
Vito, the harpist. It’s an excellent 
touch. Daly stays in the back- 
srgund as the narrator, dishing to 
the audience about the song, the 
situations with a fade-in and fade- 
out on the resultant action. Gold. 


Got so 
on ‘Whither | 
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GALLERY OF FAVORITES 
With Raymond Paige’s Orchestra 
15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

KHJ, Los Angeles 

Cadillac Motor Co. extending 
airings west, is covering the coast 
with a series of Monday night con- 
certs over the Don Lee CBS net- 
work, 

Opener was an exceptionally fine 
program of class quality, although 
marred somewhat with a too 
lengthy commercial announcement 
as introduction. Intention, how- 
ever, is to shorte. materially the 
plugs on succeeding half hours. 

While program might be too arty 
for the majority of listeners it will, 
however, appeal to the class of peo- 
ple which the motor company want 
to reach. 

While orchestra renditions of old 
semi-classical pieces and _ ballad 
stuff of yesteryear predominate the 


| program, there are some nicely bal- 


anced vocal contributions from Na- 
dine Conner, soprano; Earl Hun- 
saker, tenor, and a male ensemble 
with vocalizing at opening and 
closing. Margit Hegedu. supplies 
one violin solo. 

Tempo is such that at no time are 
the vocal numbers allowed to over- 
shadow the orchestra, the fine 
blending making for a restful and 
smooth program that will get ac- 
claim from those listeners who 


| studio. 


| clicker. 


| 9:30-10 p.m. 
that has become surprisingly popu- 
|}lar around here. 


| weekly, 
| with bets being placed on 
| probable winner for the current 
| week, 





might want to get away for awhile | 
from the blatancy of the more pop- | 


ular music. Stcs | 





} 
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ZITO-POEMA ORCHESTRA 


Sustaining 

15 Mins. 

WEAF, New York 
This is one of several dance- | 

tango combos now playing in the 


Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Unit of-| 
ficiates in the swank Empire room 
the dansants and WEAF 


after- | 


tea 


noons. 


For a five-piece combo it comes 


through plenty strong. What's more 
its style is varied ‘and versatile 
equally proficient 1 normal dar 7 
pation as tangos. Ralf Napoli, g a 

the hand, warbles the 


{hel 


tarist with 


] and yory 7 


| operates 


| critic, 


PEEPING GEORGE & TOM 
Comedy, Songs 


Sustaining 
15 Mins. 
WGY, Schenectady. 
Duo, new to WGY listeners, 


broadcast a 15-minute morning pro- | 
gram thrice weekly from Albany 
Calling themselves ‘The 
Dunkers,’ they do nut comedy in 
talk and songs. One of the pair 
plays the piano too, and does a good 
job. Boys work in vaudeville styl, | 
with the speed, the confidence, and 
at times, the noise that put this 
type of act over with an audience. 
In the studio, such a formula is less | 
effective, although some dialers may | 
like the crazy comedy. Material is | 
So-so, 

Straight harmony singing andl 
more piano playing would improve 
these programs from the angle of 
radio reception. One of the two- 
some plug for dates in theatres, 
where their act probably is a 
Jaco. 





VARIETY’S BIG TEN 
Meredith Willson’s Orchestra, 
Tommy Harris, Nanette LaSalle | 

30 Mins. 


Sustaining 
KPO, San Francisco 
NBC is using to good effect 


VARIETY’s listing of the 10 most 
played and popular tunes in the 
country, building this Friday night, 
frame, into a period 


Fan mail, which 
has been high, indicates that beau- 
coup listeners follow the period 
making it a contest idea, 
the 


Program is a neat feather in the 
production cap of Donald Cope, who 
does a stellar job in framing the 
Big Ten. Starts at the bottom of 
the list and builds upward, the 
leader coming last and preceded by 
a medley of pop tunes suggested by 
listeners as their nominations for 
tunes that should be in the VARIETY 
list. When the No. 1 number is 
named it gets a short historical 
sketch; in this case, it was ‘Did You 
Ever See a Dream Walking?’ with 
Harry Revel and DeSylva, Brown 
and Henderson coming in for a 
mention. VARIETY gets credit as 
compiler of the list. 

A crack orchestral job is turned 
in by Meredith Willson and orches- 
tra, capable leader doing varied ar- 
rangements of such tunes as are 
repeated more than once and other- 
wise dressing up what might other- 
wise become a tiresome melody. 
Bulk of the singing task goes to 
Tommy Harris, who can and does 
handle lyrics in veteran and show- 
manly style. Nanette LaSalle (nee 
Dolly LaSall * handles several tunes 
in nice blues voice. Dick Ellers the 
announcer. Bock. 





JOE EMERSON 

With J. Holbert Byram 
Songs and Graphology 
COMMERCIAL 

WLW, Cincinnati 


Mueller’s macaroni sponsors this | 


thrice weekly night program, on 
from 6:15 to 6:30. Team should 
prove effective with housewives. 
Emerson has been singing over 
this 50,000-watter for more than a 


|}year and has built up a rep, par- 


ticularly with femmes. Byram, a 
newcomer to radio, is hailed as a 
handwriting expert and the creator 
of a patented gadget called ‘graph- 
o-log’. 

Quarter hour is interestingly oc- 
cupied. Starts with a non-com- 
mersh introduction of Emerson by 
an announcer while the singer is 
faded for his ‘Love Will Never Die’ 
themer. Follows two standard se- 
lections with light ork background, 
listeners being asked to chorus the 
second number. 

Emerson builds up Bryam via an 
interview. Comeon for auditors is 
invitation to submit script samples 
of brief line of blurb for Mueller’s 
products, some of the specimens to 
be selected for analysis in a near 
future blast, and to compete for 
weekly giveaway of 50 ‘graph-o- 
logs’. Dial twisters are also wel- 
comed to meet Byram in person at 
designated department stores. 

Program is plugged by ads in 
dailies and cards in windows of 
Mueller’s dealers. Kolling. 





MACY’S BOOK PLAY 
Interview, Drama 
COMMERCIAL 

15 Min. 


| WOR, Newark 


‘Book play’ idea 
added twist to an old program. Pre- 


|viously the department store which | 
devoted the 


this outlet 
book counter’s weekly spot to an 
interview between the author of a 
recent publication and some literary 
Now the listener gets both 
the interview and a dramatized ex- 


cerpt from the author’s latest re- 
lease, 
Program’s revised routine allows 


for the listener, and als¢ 

Average tete- 

a a padded-out affair with 

the exchange steeped in platitudes 

ind the author oppressed by a tim- 

idity about appearing to tom-tom 
own work 


br eak 
for the interviewer. 


-tete is 


Oder. 


| though 
iis produced 


| With 
|} rupted 


| coal specially exported to Paris for 
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‘ROBIN HOOD’ 
Drama with Songs 


15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

This serial follows rhe Three 
Musketeers’ used by the same spon- 
sor early in the winter. Not known 
why ‘Musketeers’ was dropped 


shed, al- 
Dumas 
Hood 
lines 
inter- 
vocal 


Possibly the story was fini 
the sequels to the 
run on forever. ‘Robin 
along the 
intermittently 
masculine 


yarn 
same 
dialog 
by some 
harmonics. 
While it is perhaps not 
review ‘Robin Hood’ in terms of 
‘The Three Musketeers’ the contrast 
is a natural one. Edge seems to 
be with the ‘Musketeers’. First 
because it is a more plausible and} 
exciting story. Second because the | 


tempo of the Paris of Richelieu is | 
faster and more varied than the 
Sherwood Forest of the Earl of 


Huntington. Not too easy to follow 
‘Robin Hood’, 

Jeddo-Highland coal is giving 
away Robin Hood hats. No strings. 
Just want response and addresses. 


Advertising plug mentions a ton of 


use by French scientists in experi- 
ments requiring high degree of car- 
bon purity. This statement is just 
novel enough to leave an impression 
and an association of ideas in most 
people’s minds. Land, 
JOHNNY JOHNSON ORCHESTRA 
Dance Music 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

These luncheon hour and Jate eve- 
ning programs by Johnson’s orches- 
tra and floor show artists at the 
Rainbo Room of the New Kenmore 
Hotel, Albany, give WGY dialers 
popular entertainment of New York 
calibre. Johnson built up a siz- 
able listening audience during his 
engagement at the Kenmore last 
winter, and with the femme singers 
who now embellish the broadcasts 
he probably has increased it. 

Lang Sisters, harmonists, and 
Marion Nichols, blues warbler, are 
the present specialty artists. For a 
time Hillaine, of the team of Cortez 
and Hillaine, did Spanish numbers. 
For some reason ‘Uncle Harry’ Mc- 
Daniels, the orchestra’s amusing 
singing comedian and m. c., is not 
working before the mike. 

Johnson’s boys play a smooth, 
rhythmic brand of music, easy on 
the ear and itching to the feet. As 
usual, the leader’s piano whipping 
sets the pace. Gary Gross and 
Freddy King are the band’s soloists, 
with other musicians joining them 


‘DICK STEELE, BOY REPORTER’ 


| With Merrill Fugit, Jack Spencer, 
Jack Daly, Sidney Ellstrom 
Serial 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 
Through the Plackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency the Educator Bis- 
cuit company is gathering the ears 


fair to} 


of the kid listeners five times weekly 
at 6:15 p.m. at 15 minutes each shot, 


The 6:15 hour demonstrates that 
the kid shows are working deeper 
into the so-called adult entertain- 


ment hours due to overcrowding on 
the kid hours. Particularly is this 
true of WGN, which probably has 
more children’s shows than any 
station anywhere. 

Besides the broadcast the shows 
are being written in wax for disc 
broadcasting through other key 
spots. Shows are being taken right 
off the wire. 

Growing custom among kid shows 
is exemplified in this show. That’s 
the angle of starting the broadcasts 
without commercial copy for the 
first week or so. This has been tried 
with particular success with shows 
which invite the kids to join clubs. 
After the first rush of kids into the 
club is set then the sponsor reveals 
himself. Evidently no club hook- 
up here at all the sponsor merely 
considering it better to do without 
sales copy for the beginning. 

‘Dick Steele the Boy Reporter’ is 
the name of this show and tells the 
whole story. Dick Steele is the copy 
boy on the Times-Herald and is 
doing an Horatio Alger job of it. 
Goes out with Dave Drummond, the 
vet reporter, seeking criminals, the 
mystery airplane, the Sky Raiders, 
The story scoots along in the excit- 
ing avenues of warehouses, water- 
fronts, gangs, ocean liners, police 
and speedboats. It’s fast moving 
stuff for the kids and made to order 
for their attention. 

Agency here has been careful to 
make certain that the mothers will 
let the kids tune in on the show. 
This show gets around that by tell- 
ing the children at the beginning of 
each period not to work themselves 
into a lather when Dick gets into a 
tough spot because Dick Steele al- 


top. 

Cast is thorough throughout with 
Merrill Fugit doing an excellent job 
of the boy. Production handled by 
Jim Whipple and Blair Walliser is 
slick for pacing and Creston, 





Procter and Gamble starting a 
local test- shot for their soap flakes 
on WMAQ, Chicago. Edna Odell 





for an occasional glee club number. 
Jaco. 


and King’s Jesters as show talent. 








circuits. 





represents an 








PONCE SISTERS 


The Ponce Sisters, Ethel and Dorothea, daughters of 
the gifted Ethel Fernandey Ponce, are now being fea- 
tured over WLW, to the delight of their audience. 
Starting in vaudeville, they sang their way to stage 
fame, from coast to coast, on Keith, Publix and Loew 
They have been featured by Paul White- 
man, Rudy Vallee, and Roxy, and starred on the 
Palmolive Hour, Standard Oil, Veedol, Goodrich, 
Silvertown, Hires Rootbeer, Everready, Vapex, Vals- 
par, Camel, and many otber programs. 


The Ponce Sisters have a unique, highly pleasing 
style that has won tremendous popularity for them 
over “The Nation’s Station.” 


@ From the sound of footsteps 
to a symphony orchestra .. « 


CINCINNATI 





talent and production facilities cover 
id the gamut of radio entertainment... 
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Radio Chatter 





New York 


Henrik Van Loon started Jan. 9 
as a lecturer-guide of a world’s 
cruise of six months aboard 
Franconia arranged to do a series 
of broadcasts upon his return over 
the new Newark station, WNEW. 

Prof. William Lyon Phelps is 
back on the Underwood Elliott 
show (CBS) and is doing a lectur- 
ing bit on the drama. His m.c. as- 
gignment is out. 

Joe Cook will guest artist for the 
Hinds Honey and Almond cream 
out of Chicago, March 18. 

It’s a $1,000 bet between Tom 
Rockwell and Harold Kemp with 
the purse going to the first one fall- 
ing off. 

Cost Dave Freedman four bucks 
to hear the Eddie Cantor-Chase & 
Sanborn stanza last Sunday night 
(7). Gagsmith was in a cab 
equipped with a radio set when the 
show started and there he _ sat 
through its hour’s run. 

Kay Strozzi, sister of Sidney 
Strotz, NBC program head in Chi- 
cago, is being auditioned by _ the 
game network on the New York 


end. 

Babe Miller, formerly with Bar- 
ney Rapp’s combo, is getting build- 
up attention from NBC, 

L. Wolf Gilbert is still contribut- 
ing material to Eddie Cantor’s ses- 


Isham 
Jones 


Orchestra 


| @ 
COMMODORE HOTEL, N. ¥. 


The big show sponsored by 
EX LAX overs Monday, 9:30- 
10 P.M. Sustaining—Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, 11:30- 
12 P.M.; Saturdays, 11-11:15 
P.M., coast to coast. WABC 
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Columbia Broadcasting System 














Sugar 


Jack Frost 
Hour 

NBC Network 
Personal Direction 


James F. Gillespie 
1560 B’way 


meee 


amie 








SPEAKING OF THE SIZZLERS 


SAYS 


“TO ME THEY ARE THE MOST 
PERFECT TRIO I HAVE EVER 
HEARD AT ANY TIME.” 


For Further tnformation: 


HAROLD KEMP, NBC Artist Bureau 
Radio City, New York City 


Personal Direetion, CHARLES A. BAYHA 


SID 
GARY 


Radio’s Versatile Baritone 


CUNARD HOUR 


10-10:30 P.M. Every Tuesday 


WJZ 


Direction 
FRANK PRESBY AGENCY 
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the | 


hstanding 


notwit 
claim that he's , 


sion, Gilbert says, 
Dave Freedman’s 
doing it exclusively, | 

Violet Kemble Cooper is getting a 
hearing from NBC’s dramatic de- 
partment, 

WNEW has added to its 
Kay Reed, organist, and La 
as musical supervisor. 

Billie Gould and Ted Doolittle, 
former ABS p.a.’s, are with WOL, 
Washington. 

Paul A. Winchell added to mar- 
ket analysis staff of NBC sales 
promotion department. 

Lulu McConnell has a contro- 
versy on over her Ex-Lax contract. 
Claims that it called for more than 
the 12 weeks she got. 

Gertrude Niesen shifts from the 
Embassy to the Tic Toc club, pent- 
house of the Park Central, Jan, 18. 

Walter Wicker in from Chicago 
negotiating a series of shorts for 
Ireene Wicker along ‘The Singing 
Lady’ idea. 

Ethel Shutta has asked to be re- 
lieved of her contract on the Nestle 
show. She wants more warbling 
space and Walter O’Keefe is in- 
sisting on more dialog. 

Edith Murray, CBS buildup can- 
didate, is staving off personal ap. 
dates for a while. 

Don Hall Trio playing vaude date 
commutted daily to continue their 
8:15 a.m. broadcasts, 

Aldo Ricci was a child prodigy 
in New Orleans way back when. 

Mildred Bailey ~has joined the 
George Jessel air shows. 

Buddy Rogers back on regular 
ether schedule Jan. 26 from the 
Paradise cafe, 


staff 
Rocea 





Chicago 


George Hogan in from KMOX to 
join the WBBM-CBS lineup of 
spielers. 


John Whalley, NBC office man- 
ager, on leave of absence because 
of ill health. 

Sarah Ann McCabe slated for the 
‘Galaxy of Stars’ program for Red 
Star Yeast to add the operatic 














LEO 
ZOLLO 


AND HIS MUSIC 


Wednesday, 2-2:30 P.M. 
WEAF—Red Network 
= 


ane Playing Nightly 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTEL 
Philadelphia 
Sole Direction 


LEW CHUDD 


New York 
Chesterfield Hotel 


Chicago 
Auditorium Hotel 
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touch. 

Bert Lytell in town on two hot 
radio shows. 
Bill Cooper finally set for his mid- 
night mysteries over at NBC here. 
Starts this Friday (19) over WENR 
for a beginning. 
Burnham show on WBBM, Chi- 
cago, goes to three times weekly 
from former six-day ride to make 
room for the new Corn Products 
shows on CBS. 
Cal-Aspirin renewed its five-day 
weekly Melody Masters ride on 
WBBM, Chicago, for 13 additional 


weeks, 
East 


Sylvia Stein, of So-and-So trio, 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, has changed her 
name to Ann Page. 

Bob Kennelly, who has a band 
on WWSW, Pittsburgh, is only 16 
and a senior in Carnegie Tech’s 
music department. 

Popularity of Uncle Bob and 
Betty—Tommy Riggs is both—has 
won them a Sunday spot on KDKA, 
Pittsburgh. 

Stephanie Diamond, actress on 
WCAKE, Pittsburgh, has a real fan 
in her mother. When her host at 
a New Year’s Eve party had no 
radio, Mrs. Diamond carted over her 
own portable set just to hear 
daughter’s midnight broadcast. 

Dutch Haid, of WWSW, Pitts- 
burgh, assembling a flock of sta- 
tion’s talent for a revue to play 
small theatres in territory. 

Charlie Gaylord’s band has suc- 
ceeded Ernie Holst at William Penn 
hotel’s Chatterbox and over KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, with Holst going to ex- 
clusive Everglades Club in Miami. 

Lawson Sisters, one-time popular 
harmony team at WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, plotting a radio comeback. 

Margaret Daum, Pittsburgh girl 
who used to be featured over 
KDKA, has landed a solo spot with 
Zoel Parentau’s band at CBS. 

Bill Farren, former sports an- 
nouncer at KDKA, Pittsburgh, has 
just been made manager of station 
WAAM in Newark. 

Musical Research club concerts 
resumed on WICC, Bridgeport, with 
Aeolian trio—Ethel Fuller, Dorothy 
Smith and Frances O’Neill—as fea- 
ture. 

George Bowe and Louis La Haye 
winners of announcers’ audition at 
WICC, Bridgeport. 

Jane Dillon, impersonator, form- 
erly with WICC, Bridgeport, now 
working under managerial wing of 
Herman Schaad, New York. 

Mariners male trio—Steven Don- 
dero, Tony Esposito and Charles 
Day—land steady Friday p. m. spot 
on WICC, Bridgeport. 

Ann-Marie Havrilla, 








niece of 








Sybil Carey and Eleanor Foote. The | 





are directed by Floyd H.} 


singers 


Walter, who also is accompanist. 

Don Hall Trio liked its engage- 
ment at the Ritz, Newburgh, N. Y 
so well that it broadcast expres- 
sions of appreciation, not only to 
Newburghers, but to Eugene Levy, 
theatre owner, and Ed Grindel for 
the loan of a violin. 

Capitol theatre, Albany, 
boosted its admission when it 


films, 


WGY, as an added attraction for 
four days. 
On a visit to his home town, 


Utica, N. Y., Robert Rissling, WGY 
announcer-singer, entered the 77th 
annual Welsh songfest and captured 
first honors in the bariton division. 

Clayton MeMitchin’s Georgia 
Wildcats, former WGY hill-billy 
and theatre act, are now playing at 
the Village Barn in New York City. 

Mircile Armstrong Esmond, WGY 
coloratura soprano, was one of the 
artists appearing under Major Ed- 
word Bowes’ direction at the open- 
ing of WHN, New York City. 

WGY had 38,656 visitors to its 
studios during 1933. 

Bernard Krueger, WGY engineer, 
sent to Lake Placid to handle the 
pick-up of Lowell Thomas’s broad- 
casts for NBC's blue network while 
the explorer-traveler was in the 
Adirondacks mountain resort for a 
convention, 

Salt and Peanuts, who were 
forced to cut short their engagement 
over WGY and in regional theatres, 
due to Salt’s illness, are now broad- 
casting over WSM, Nashville, and 
NBC’s southern network. From 
Schenectady duo went to Peanut’'s 
home in Coffeyville, Kan., where 
Salt recuperated. 

Announcer Bill O’Toole, WCAO, 
Baltimore, spieling into mikes again 
after four-week horizontal follow- 
ing serious stomach operation. 

Ellwood Hawkins, John Charles 


Thomas’ protege, ether debuting 
over WBAL, Baltimore. 
Nancy Turner, WBAL stylist 


spieler, first and only Baltimorean 


elected into N. Y. C.’s Fashion 
Group Club. 
Arthur Godfrey back home in 


Baltimore after being let out as 
WRC announcer, Looks to connect 
with WJSV. 

J. Hammond Brown, radio editor 
of Baltimore News, is ill. Ed Bal- 
lard is subbing. 

Don Bestor struggled through 
dance engagement at Greensburg, 
near Pittsburgh, just after receiving 
word his brother had died in Wis- 
consin, 

Virginia Briggs has signed with 
Art Farrar’s orchestra and is now 
heard nightly over KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Father of Earl White, Pittsburgh 
radio tenor, formerly with WCAE, 
died last week. Young White lost 
his mother few months ago. 

Jim Hays, who writes ‘Sun-Tele’s’ 
Aireaster column, plugging Hearst 
paper features daily over WCAE, 
Pittsburgh. Hays, former naval 
officer, used to be an announcer at 
this station. 

Billy Catizone, formerly with Jack 
Pettis’ orchestra, now on the mu- 
sical staff at WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Gannett newspapers in Rochester 
have cut down on radio publicity, 
using list of programs unembel- 
lished. At the same time Station 
WHEC, owned by the Gannett Co., 
runs a daily ad on program high- 
lights. Possibly a gentle hint to 
the rival station. 

Squash is new recreation of Wil- 
liam Fay, manager of WHAM, 
Rochester, and ‘Jumbo’ McMillan, 
sports announcer, 

Station WHEC, Rochester, is try- 
ing comic strip idea over the air, 
using Times-Union cartoon char- 


acters. 
Ethel Hinton and Glenn Mack, 
Buffalo ‘dialecticians,. appearing in 


script show ‘Tim’ and Delia’ over 
WHAM, Rochester. 


West 


Mel Williamson, new p.a. KMTR, 
Hollywood. 

Gus Mack is off as manager of 
KMTR, although staying on to han- 
dle the Beverly Hill Billies. No suc- 
cessor yet. 

Lorna Ladd is on KMTR, Holly- 
wood, with a weekly air column on 
radio personalities. Did the same 
stunt previously on KHJ. 

Jeffrey Gill added to staff of 
KFRC, San Francisco, as tenor. 

Long lines, 75% femme, every 
Thursday outside Radio’s film stu- 
dio to lamp Rudy Vallee in his 
weekly Fleischmann hour. 

Garnett Marx of St. Louis, new 
announcer at KFWB, Hollywood. 

Tom Brenemans, laid up for two 
months as a result of a window 
weight falling on him at KFWB, 
due back at his desk in two weeks. 

Smokey Jack Dalton and his rid- 
ers of the Purple Sage move from 








KFI, Los Angeles, to KSLW, Bur- 
bank, Cal. 
Ralph Forbes set for 12 weeks 


on KMTR’s ‘Romantic Presidents. 
KOL, Seattle, soundproofing its 


NBC’s Alois, newest contralto at a seieene seen 
WICC, Bridgeport. JUSINESS ,OMICES. : 

Lila alee is now being an Freeman H. Talbot, director of 

aile s ! si . 12 ‘ [A ; rite oO 
nounced over WDEV, Waterbury, KOA, Denver, has been invited t 
Vt., as the Kate Smith of Vermont.| direct @ massed chorus this sum- 

WOKO, Albany, has launched a|mer at the New England musi 
new weekly broadcast entitled the festival. The invitation was ex- 
Harmony Four, consisting of Mary|tended by Mrs. William Arms 
Hans Houlihan, Estelle Rogers,| Fisher, president of the America: 


Choral and Festival Aliiance, last 
week, 


| 


pre- | 
sented Skip, Step and Happianna of | q 
hour already carried on Thursday 





South 


Watchtower Bible & Tract Society 
began a new series of Sunday p.m. 
half-hours Jan 7, with further lec- 
tures by Judge Rutherford. 
the weekly 





in addition to quarter- 


afternoons. Both are on WWNC, 
Asheville, N. C. 
Fun Fest, with Johnnie Murray 


as master of ceremonies, disc series 
by Transco of California, is now 
under a year’s contract for broad- 
cast over WWNC, Asheville, N. C., 
to Sterchi Furniture Co. 

‘Rosewood and Ivory,’ with 
Margaret Chesick, is a new program 
for Southern Public Utilities Com- 
pany, over WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 
Includes a piano-xylophone com- 
bination of Peter Martin and George 


Frazier. 

Rotary clubs of North and South 
Carolina are competing over WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., for the best club 
program. George M. Ivey, depart- 
ment store executive and district 
Rotary chief, is directing the series, 
with a new club offering a new pro- 
gram each Sunday afternoon, 

WWNC, Asheville, N. C., re- 
ceived 16,089 pieces of mail during 
1933. In the batch was a good 
foreign representation, Canada 
leading with 47 letters, and close 
follows from New Zealand, Ireland 
and Hawaii. 

WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., claims a 
scoop over rival station and news- 
papers in presentation of recent 
‘jealous lover’ killing on principal 
city street. Broadcast made before 
police report on blotter. 

Homer and Walter 
Asheville, N. C., well known to 
WSOC audiences, have just re- 
turned from New York City and 
the making of a series of eight 
mountain music records for Amer- 
ican Recording Company. 

Mae Parish, seven-year-old torch 
singer over WSOC, Charlotte, N. C., 
for Red Top beer has been moved 
to largest studio in order to take 
care more of her growing audiences 
that come in each Sunday night to 
watch the broadcast. 

Harold D. (Old Wayside) Brown, 
conductor of program for shut-ins 
over WBT, Charlotte, N. C., ad- 
dressed the Woman’s Club at 
Shelby, N. C. 

Fiske Jubilee Singers, negro sex- 
tet of Fiske University, Nashville, 
well known on radio and fresh from 
a successful tour of Europe, gave 
two concerts at the Plaza theatre, 
Asheville. N. C,. 

Doc Schneider’s Texas Yodeling 
Cowboys, late of WBAP, Fort 
Worth, Tex., are in North Caro- 
lina playing vaudeville in picture 
theatres, 

Douglas Lee, engineer for WSJS, 
assisting RCA-Victor engineers in 


Callahan, 


installing Terra-Wave radio for 
Winston-Salem, N. C. Police De- 
partment. Set is of new type and 


short wave sets in private autos 
will be unable to pickup police calls. 

Francis Craig orchestra played on 
the opening program of WSM, 
Nashville, on Oct. 5, 1925, and has 
been on the staff ever since. Craig 
carries fourteen people in his organ- 
ization including Miss Alpha Louise 
Morton. Recently he added ‘Pee 
Wee,’ a little darkey, as mascot and 
hotcha singer. With Tommy Har- 
rison, tenor soloist. The band is 
composed of the following members 
in addition to Mr. Craig: Cecil 
3ailey, Powell Adams, Clint Garvin, 
Red Horn, Bill Yandel, Mickey Tin- 
ty, Newt Richardson, John Gordy, 
Tommy Harrison, Red Cunningham. 

Harold, Dean and Curt, known as 
The Vagabonds, over WSM, Nash- 
ville, played Princess theatre in that 
town. 


This is | 
his Is 


Mid-West 


John L. Clark, gen. mgr. of WLW 
fand WSAI, Cincy, the dad of boy, 
| No. 2. : 

Grace Clauve Raine, vocal die 
rector of Crosley’s Cin stae 
tions, is hearing whines new » her 
since going in for the raising of 
Scotties. 

Talent at WLW, Cincinnati, 


feasting on venison, the treat of 
Oklahoma Bob Albright, who 
bagged deer in Michigan 

QOhio’s most publicized man hunt, 
that for Neal Bowman, escaped 
desperado, came about when WLW, 
Cincinnati, aided State highway 
patrolmen, county and municipal 
police with day and night flash in- 
structions, directed by Capt. Lynn 
Black of the Ohio police, during the 
hot pursuit extending over several 
days. 

‘Dutch’ Schmidt pinch-hitting for 
Charlie Flagler at the Saturday 
morning kid show sponsored by 
KSO, Des Moines. 

‘The Three J’s—Jean, Joan and 
Jerry—femme trio, getting the lat- 
est plaudits at KSO. Girls are Ma- 
jorie Roberts, Jerry Efaw and 
Leatha Noha. 





JACK 
BENNY 


WEAF 
10-10:30 P. M. 
EVERY SUNDAY 
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and his 


DANCE ORCHESTRA 


at the 
HOTEL ROOSEVELT 
NEW YORK 
NIGHTLY 














PAT KENNEDY 


(The Unmasked Tenor) 
Sponsored by 
Paris Medicine Co. 
WGN, Chicago, Daily 
1:30-1:45 P M. CST 











MORIN SISTERS 


on the 
‘SEALEDPOWER SIDE SHOW’ 


Every Mon., 7-7:30 P.M. CST 
9-9:30 P.M. PCT 
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Broadcast 


WABC 


Sunday — 6:45 — 7:00 P.M. 
Tuesday — 6:30 — 6:45 P.M. 
Thursday —11:15 — 11:30 P.M. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


NBC has almost four times as much morning time sold on the red | 
commercial | 


(WEAF) link as on the blue (WJZ). Total 
time on the NBC books for the current week gives the red 
and 45 minutes and the blue, three hours and 45 minutes. 

For the 1 p. m. to 6 p. m. stretch the red string down commercially 
for 11 hours and 15 minutes and the blue, eight hours and 15 minutes. 
Web's total sales on the’ week for the nigl.t time period (6 to 12) has 
WEAF down for 22 hours and 45 minutes and WJZ, 19 hours and 45 
minutes. Tally of advertiser time on both NBC links this week comes 
to 77 hours and 30 minutes. 


amount oO! a. m. 


loop ll hour 


—_——_— 


Columbia’s prosperity during the last three months of 1933 has been 
ballyhooed to the trade in a booklet under the tag, ‘Where They Spent 
Their Advertising Dollars and What They Got for Them.’ This final 
quarter, the booklet states, gave CBS first place according to the amount 
of time sold over NBC's choice link, the red (WEAF). In drawing com- 
parisons on the entire year of 1933 CBS gives itself an average daily 
time sales of 4% hours, NBC's red network, 4 hours and the latter web’s 
blue link (WJZ), 3% hours. 

Dollar sales volume for 1933's fourth quarter, avers CBS, put it 32% 
over the level that prevailed for the like three months in 1932. Booklet 
states that in 1933 ‘all Columbia advertisers earned net profits higher 
than other radio-advertisers and higher than all other leading national 
advertisers, 


Hitler bit which Remington-Rand included in its ‘March of Time’ pro- 
gram Jan. 5 provoked a deluge of phone and mail protests. Immediately 
following the broadcast the switchboard at WABC, New York, was 
jammed with calls demanding to know why the station allowed itself to 
be used for ‘propaganda purposes in Hitler’s behalf’. Letters voicing 
similar sentiment have since been pouring in from various parts of the 
country. 

News item which caused the furore had to do with Hitler’s greeting 
of an ex-army mate whom the dictator had brought over from America 
and given a job. Objection was that the dramatized scene of their meet- 
ing was so couched as to put Hitler in a favorable light. 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne, the agency on the account, denied 
that the item had any implications of propaganda or editorializing about 
it and averred that the program merely sought to present the incident 
as told in the news dispatches. 


During the remainder of the run of the ‘Potash and Perlmutter’ show 
on NBC Feen-a-mint (Health Products Corp.) will continue to clear its 
advertising business through the McCann-Erickson agency. 

William Esty agency severed its connection with the Feen-a-mint 
account when the ‘Doc Williams’ dramatic series it handled for the laxa- 
tive on the west coast expired a couple weeks ago. Esty’s office cur- 
rently has another Health Products brand under its supervision. It’s 
White’s Cod Liver Concentrate Tablets and the program is the ‘Bar X 
Ranch’ stanza on NBC Sunday afternoons. 





Material for the NBC ‘Little Known Facts About Well Known People’, 
commercialized by Maltex Breakfast food, is being supplied by Homer 





| 


Liquor Squawks 





Some of the ex-class drink- 
ing restaurants, now gone 
legit, with retail likker li- 
censes ‘n’ everything, aver 
that they’ve turned back more 
wet goods since Dec. 15 than 
in years, 

‘You could trust a_ boot- 
legger,’ is one restaurateur’s 
summation of the bad brands 
being vended him. 

Great variance of prices pre- 
vailing in liquor shops, and in 
comparison with department 
stores which are expected to 
undersell them, is slowing 
down the retail thing. Further- 
more, the inferion grade of 
some of the brands has cre- 
ated no small amount of 
squawking. Even the depart- 
ment stores are having mer- 
chandise returned «nd are ac- 
cepting it subject to analysis 








for their own guidance. 








MUSIC NOTES 


Bob McClister and his Criterion 
orchestra have returned to the 
Hotel Traylor, Easton, Pa., after 
finishing a six weeks’ engagement 
at the Club Dickman, Auburn, N. Y. 


Harold Stern replaces William 
Scotti at the Montclair Tuesday 
(today). Scotti’s new stand is the 


Statler, Boston. 





Kay Kyser did a man bites dog 
by winning and dining a bunch of 
song pluggers. Besides lifting the 
entire tab the band leader gave 
each of the contactors a present. 


Teddy Powell, guitarist with Abe 
Lyman band, has written his first 
song, ‘I Can’t Go on Like This’, 
with Howard Johnson, for Remick’s. 





Jack Perry now Chicago repre- 
sentative for the E. B. Marks Music 
company. Replaces Art Stiller who 
resigned. 


Frankie Masters band replaces 





Croy, novelist, recently n Hollywood for pictures. 





Golden State Milk Co. of Los Angeles is using a novel means of ad- 
vertising its product over the air. Company is buying 15 spot announce- 
ments daily from KFWB. Hollywood. in which it plugs various civic 
activities, organizations and other affairs of public interest. Only plug 
for the milk concern is the line, ‘Announcer, your Golden State milk- 
man.’ 


Dave Rubinoff has not an NBC wire out of the Roosevelt hotel, N. Y. 
Standard Brands, which pays Chase & Sanborn coffee’s air bills, inter- 
posed an objection to Rubinoff’s going sustaining and the network as- 
sented by advising the hotel that while Rubinoff is on the job the NBC 
hookup into the spot stays dormant. 

Rubinoff had booked himself direct into the stand, which meant no 
split on the commission for the NBC Artists Service. This situation 
made it easy for the network to yield to the S. B. request. 


Powers Gouraud, who covers Philadelphia theatre first nights for the 
radio, frequently pans newspaper critics for being too hard on the pre- 
mieres, and is getting plenty panned himself for airing too many raves. 
His prize bloomer this season was picking ‘Give Us This Day’ (3 per- 
formances in New York) as a hit possibility. He did, however, predict 
others more accurately. 

It’s quite the vogue in Philadelphia for authors, producers and cast 
of legits to gather round a radio after an opening to get a pre-newspaper 
slant on the show. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Sheet music business from the distributing end hopped out of the 
post-holiday slump last week to give the Music Dealers Service, Inc., one 
of the biggest weekly turnovers in its history. Monday (8) was a record 
breaking day for the shipping combine with the call for ‘Spinning Wheel’ 
totaling close to 14,000 copies and ‘Smoke Gets Into. Your Eyes’, around 
10,000. ~* 

For the first time since its organization the MDS enjoys practically 
a monopoly of the current song hits. One tune among the leaders not 
cleared through this source is ‘Goodnight Little Girl of My Dreams’, a 
Joe Morris release. 








“ 


Sale of sheet copies on ‘Good Night Little Girl of My Dreams’, one of 
the few holders-on of last year, has gone over the 200,000 line. Plugging 
of this ditty has been pretty well limited to male element of warbler, 
which in part accounts for the slow buildup that it has received. 


Chicago Musicians’ Union 
for Angelo Cavallo and 23 
another smashing victory for 


Final check-up of recent election held by 
shows vote of 2,715 for Jimmy Petrillo, 681 
votes for Nunzio De Pasquale. It was 
Petrillo. 


Complete shutdown on the broadcasting of ‘Wagon Wheels’ was made 
effective by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., last week more out of considera- 


tion to the producers of the latest ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ edition than from 
fear of possible consequences to the sale of the song’s sheet copies. 
Number, which is included in the ‘Follies’ score, is a Negro lament and 


Louis Bernstein doesn’t expect it to prove an exception to the rule that 
compositions of this genre enjoy minor favor across the music counter. 


Canebrake or cottonfield wail may achieve top artistic success and pile 
up the plugs galore but when it comes to buying the sheet version the 


public’s proclivity is in anything but that direction. Despite the 


tained air and stage popularity of ‘Lord, You Made the Night Too Long’, 


sus- 


the song in its two years of release hasn't sold 30,000 copies. Another 
sales disappointment of this same composition class is ‘River, Stay Away | 
From My Door’. Turnover of this outstanding click, according to per- 


-jege Inn, 


Noble Sissle orchestra at the Col- 
i Hotel Sherman in Chi- 
cago on Jan, 22. 


Henry Busse band closed at the 
Granada cafe, Chicago, last week 
and headed for some road tour. 





Ralph Rainger and Leo Robins 


will write orig music for. ‘Cos- 
metica,’ featuring Carl Birsson, at 
Paramount. 


Gene Quaw’s band follows Kay 
Kyser into the Club Del Mar in 
Los Angeles. Kyser goes to the 
Bal Tavarin at San Francisco. 


Vic Meyer’s band has been set at 
Seattle, and Archie Loveland’s mu- 
sickers at Portland, for tuning up 
the Chevrolet shows being held si- 
multaneously throughout the coun- 
try during the week o*% Jan. 13-20. 


Jack Mills spent last week in Can- 
ada going over the local sheet mu- 
sic situation with his distributing 
agent. 





Radio stations have been advised 
by the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers that 
‘Wagon Wheels,’ currently included 
in the ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ is restricted 
in every way from the air. Billy 
Hill and Peter DeRose authored the 
ditty. 





Louis Bernstein and Mrs. Bern- 
stein leave this Saturday (20) for 
a two to four week stay in Miami 
Beach. 


Abe Lyman was confined to his 
Hotel New York room last week 
with a chest cold. 


Henry King has shifted from the 
Hotel Pierre, New York, to the Em- 
bassy Club, Miami. Jack Denny 
has replaced him in the former spot. 


Air Line News 7 


By Nellie Revell 





NBC expects to gross $300,000 out of its 40c tourist charge the first 
year the studios have been opened. During Deceinber, 1933, alone, there 
were 27,885 paid admissions, with an average for the ten November 
days the studios were open to the public being around 400, Top day 
in the two months past was Dec. 27, when not quite 2,000 paid, Since 
that peak, the average has been 1,000 daily, necessitating an increase 
in guides from 12, at the beginning, to 40 currently. 

Talks are being written for the guides explaining the various func. 
tions of each NBC department and the relations thereof to actual broad. 
casting. Tour is undergoing changes to make it more interesting. One 
possibility is that set guides will be given one department to talk about 
and just one speech to make, with the tourist groups being relayed 
from one guide to another. ‘ 


Unemployed Actors First 
Unemployed actors obtained from the Actors’ Dinner Club, will be 
used exclusively on the commercial starting for College Inn fooa prod- 
ucts on WOR Jan. 22. Geoffrey Kerr will be in charge of talent. 


Short Shots 


Morton Downey, now touring in vaudeville, will broadcast from K MOX 
St. Louis, Jan. 18 and from KMBC, Kansas City, the following week 
...,.George Gershwin and Louis Katzman’s band auditioned for Feena- 
mint last week. Composer may also appear on the Camel show which 
is slated to undergo changes shortly and which is handled by the same 
agency....Phil Duey was laryngitissed out of an Educational short last 
week. Alex Grey went in instead....Irving Fields, radio p.a., doing a 
Broadway column for the New York East Side News....Henry Ford 
will personally select the announcer for the Fred Waring shows and 
CBS has waxed its announcers for his approval....Gossip mongers 
would have you velieve Leon Belasco and Roberta Wells, his singing 
protege, are secretly married. Taint so!....Four Marx Brothers are 
looking for radio work. They've been offered to several sponsors and 
an oil company was interested until they learned the price the four 
laddies wanted was $5,000....Jesse Deppen Ball suffered a_ broken 
shoulder last week. Confined to her Beaux Arts apartment in a cast.... 
Isham Jones renewed for the Big Show....Jack Starr auditioned for 
a WOR announcer’s job....George Metaxa auditioned for Scualitz beer 
...-Edith Murray, new songbird at Columbia, is managed by Irwin 
Grayson, formerly director of WTIC, Hartford....When Bert Wheeler 
and Bobby Woolsey appear on the Hinds’ Honey and Almond show 
Jan. 21 as guest artists there will be several national advertisers lis- 
tening in. 





Not Confidential 


Bill Rainey, NBC production department, out of the hospital and 
back at his desk....Ed Byron is the producer for the radio department 
of the Esty agency....Carl Alsop, formerly with RKO, is one of the 
new executives with WHOM....Knowles Entrikin is the new casting 
director for Columbia's dramatic programs. He was formerly associated 
with Lawrence Langner....Gregory Williamson leaves the NBC pro- 
duction department to go with Lennen and Mitchell agency....Marie 
Murphy and Marie Doust, both graduates of the Georgian Court Con- 
vent in New Jersey, are in the WOR music copyright and music library 
respectively....Talent for Milton Biow’s new station, WNEW, now in- 
cludes Kay Reid, staff organist, Walton Butterfield, dramatic chief and 
Uncle Bob Emery....Carl Lorenz, NBC engineer, is a new father.... 
Sinus Farr, who wrote mysteries, resigned from the NBC continuity 
department to go with the Esty agency....Bernice Meek, for the last six 
years in the program department at NBC, doesn’t live there any more 
...-George Beck, formerly with Lord and Thomas, now with Harrison, 
Gardner and Rothschild....Ed Ingles lifted from the night press desk 
at NBC to the day trick. Berry Holloway and Bill Thomas now on 
nights....Hilda Cole, CBS press department, is travelling with the 
Kate Smith show on the publicity end. 


Gossip 

Albert Spaulding wishes interviewers for radio magazines and radio 
reporters would lay off him and not wait at the studio, concert hall or 
his hotel to interview him. He’s just a bit fed up on publicity. (Maybe 
that’s why he hired a high powered press agent to keep his name in 
print?)....It took two weeks before Royal Gelatine decided on the 
name Kathleen Wells for the girl singer with Peter Van Steeden’s 
orchestra. Now they don’t even announce her. Her right name is 
Kathleen McLoan. Borden show starting on CBS Jan. 27 is a publicity 
dream for MGM, RKO, Warners and Paramount, in that picture pro- 
duced by them will be dramatized weekly, continuity to be written by 
Don Stauffer and Bill Stuhler, who worked on March of Time... .Eliza- 
beth Love, of Roses and Drums is rehearsing in Mackerel Skies, legit 
show....After being on sustaining almost a year, Harry Hershfield goes 
commercial on WOR for Chock Full o’ Nuts....Howard Marsh has 
been appointed special musical advisor to grammar and high schools 
in Rumson, New Jersey, his home town....Aldo Riccie added a ’cellist 
and two violinists to his Phantom Strings....A corset concern will spon- 
sor an afternoon series over Columbia presenting filmdom’'s biggest 
names direct from Hollywood....Crumit and Sanderson auditioned for 
another cigar account last week....A CBS wire goes into the Embassy 
where Jack Pettis starts shortly....Don Hall Trio play a two day date 
in Middletown, N. Y., this week end, Jan. 20-21. 





Etand By 

Bruce Barton is a cigar smoker....J. Harold Murray had to be begged 
plenty to make a radio appearance with the Ipana Troubadours Jan. 17. 
He is wealthy....Columbia press department played host to a few of 
its out of towners last week. Among them were Bob Kaufman of Chi- 
cago, Bob Donahue of Boston and Ann Gillis of Washington, all guests 
of Jap Gude, CBS publicity director....Ramona has a WJZ sustaining 
starting soon....Mary McCoy will be on the Kuku show when it starts 
for AC spark plugs....CBS publicity is building up the Five Spirits of 
Rhythm....Vivien Ruth recorded ‘I'll Be Faithfuti for three companies 
last week....Charlie Martin, WMCA dramatic director, hasn’t been out 
of his office for lunch in two months, he’s been that busy....Arthur 





Pryor, Jr., speaking before the American Women’s Association, spoke 
of the opportunities in radio for women. 





formances, hasn't been 200,000 copies and that total takes in both the 


United States and Canada. 


Are Born’ and ‘Rockin’ Chair’. 


One tunesmith, who too freely adapts the masters, is being termed the 


Milton Berle of songwriters. 


Eddie Elkins closed at 


orchestra, 





| | 
three 


With Lyman and Olsen in 


Other ditties of the Negro that have gone big on performer -usages 
but failed to roll up appreciable sheet sales are ‘That’s Why Darkies 





the Savoy-Plaza hotel, 
(13) because the spot is one of those hostelries which prefers a salon 


Florida 
‘onnecticut Yankees performing without Vallee at the helm, that makes 
bands now playing in New York sans their leaders. 


M.C. Nuisance 


Introducing the celebs at cafe and 
hotel openings is getting to be an 
all-round nuisance. 

Some day some of the manage- 
ments, or the stars, or the p. 4.8 
will first ascertain (1) whether the 
celebrities present would like to be 
introduced, or (2) whether it makes 
any difference anyway. 

And who cares if this or that by 
line newspaperman or radio column- 
Vallee’s | ist is in the house? Excepting 4 
coupie of the by-liners whose ©3598 
react to it. 


New York, Saturday 


vacationing, and Rudy 
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' Most Played on the Air Last Week 





through-Friday week, regularly. 


Data obtained from ‘Radio Log’ 





To familiarize the rest of the country with the tunes most sung 
and played on the air around New York, the following is the com- 
pilation for last week. This tabulation will continue regularly. 

In answer to inquiries, these plugs are figured on a Saturday- 


Tabulation in turn is broken down into two divisions: Number 
of plugs on the major networks (WEAF and WJZ of the NBC chain, 
and WABC, key station of CBS), along with the total of plugs on 
New York’s two full-time independent stations—WOR and WMCA. 


Service. 
WEAF 
WJZ WOR 

Title WABC WMCA Total 
‘Everything I Have Is Yours’....... 2 24 47 
Jt’s Only a Paper Moon’....ceceess 20 18 38 
‘Smoke Gets Into Your Eyes’....0... 23 12 35 
‘Spinning Wheel’ ........... coccces 20 15 35 
‘Goodnight Little Girl’ ......... eves 28 10 32 
Did You Ever See a Dream Walking’ 12 18 30 
‘On the Wrong Side of the Fence’... 17 10 27 
‘Our Big Love Scene’..... cascoceee 17 9 26 
‘One Minute to One’ ...... ecccccee 19 1] 26 
‘Keep Young and Beautiful’........ 16 9 25 
Were, Baie TEA” .ccccccces oconecee ae i4 24 
‘You Have Taken My Heart’....e... 13 9 22 
‘Throw Another Log’ ..... tivetenaa Oe 10 20 


_—_ 


compiled by Accurate Reporting 








COUVERT GONE, 
MINIMUM NEXT, 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Jan. 15. 


With nitery biz hereabouts 
brightest since hey-hey days of 
"298, managers have sloughed the 


old prohibition-necessitated cou- 
vert charge idea, and at present 
are gradually abrogating minimums. 

There isn’t a couvert tab in town, 
and in past week half a dozen spots 
have found themselves able to 
waive minimum, with others inti- 


mated as following suit. All this 
has been accomplished without 
slashing floor show costs, orks or 
retinue. 


Cafe Gets Injunction 
But Mary McCormic 
Quits U.S. A. Anyhow 


On the morning of her sailing, 
Saturday (13), on the Ile de France 
for London, Mary McCormic was 
served aboard ship with Justice 
Richard P. Lydon’s N. Y. Supreme 
Court injunction writ to restrain 
her from leaving the country to 
open at the Palladium or play for 
any other management during the 
weeks of Jan. 20 and Jan. 27, 1933. 
Miss McCormic sailed regardless. 

Suing her is Collett D. Huff, op- 
erator of the Hollywood Country 
Club, Hollywood, Fla., which had 
her contracted for these two weeks 
at $1,500 a week. Instead, accord- 
ing to the papers, a telegram is ap- 
pended from the diva apologizing 
for the necessity of walking out on 
the Florida engagement because the 
terms for her London dates had 
been ctisfactorily adjusted. She 
adds she'll be pleased to take up 





the Hollywood engagement upon 
her return from abroad. 
Julian TT. Abeles, representing 


Huff, put up a $1,000 bond per court 
order. 


TOURING VS. LOCAL 
BANDS CAUSES TIFF 


Rensselaer, N. Y., Jan. 15. 

Fight between Albany Musicians’ 
Union and Howard RP. Van Oster- 
bruegge, proprietor of the Edge- 
wood Inn at East Greenbush, over 
the right of the night club to book 
traveling orchestras, has been set- 
tled out of court, with Van Oster- 
bruegge apparently the temporary 
victor. Albany local placed the Inn, 
which has accommodations for 1,000 
dancers, on the ‘unfair’ list and or- 
dered Sammy Kaye’s band, of 
Cleveland, out after its original 
contract had expired on New Year’s 
Day. To avoid trouble, Kaye 
obeyed, although he and his boys 
carry A. F. of M. traveling cards. 

Inn was closed for several days 
and then reopened with Kaye's or- 
chestra, under a temporary re- 


straining order obtained by Van Os- | 


terbruegee from a 


Judge, 


Supreme Court 








WRESTLING IN CAFE 


Spirits 
Worcester. 


Sports and Merge in 


Worcester, Jan, 15. 

Atlas A. A., Worcester’s original 
nite spot, is going to toss in boxing 
and wrestling bouts for the benefit 
of the sitter-uppers, beginning Feb. 
1, Plan now is to have at least 
two a month, A wrestling bout 
tried out a few weeks ago went 
over with a bang and owners figure 
that the chance to see the leather 
pushers and grunters mix it up 
while the patrons are hoisting a 
few will click regularly. 

All clubs abandoned the nightly 
floor show weeks ago and are bid- 
ding for the patronage on Saturday 
night 


MUSICIANS IN JAIL 
5 MOS. SANS TRIAL 


Herkimer, N. Y., Jan. 15. 

Edward L. Paul and Nelson Lit- 
tle, Harrisburg, Pa., musicians, 
were freed Thursday (11) from the 
county jail where they have been 
held for five months on an arrest 
order. They were released as a re- 
sult of the failure of plaintiffs to 
press a civil action based on an 
automobile accident. 

Paul figured in the accident last 
Aug. 19, in which a woman was in- 
jured. It was alleged he had taken 
Little’s car from Newport, N. Y., 
where they had been playing in an 
orchestra, and fell asleep at the 
wheel while driving to Caroga Lake 
to seek another engagement. 





WLS Unit Will Branch 
Out, Is Heading East 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 

WLS Barn Dance stage unit is 
starting a two months’ tour which 
will take it into the east and south 
for the first time. Last week-end 
troupe stopped at the Paramount, 
Toledo, for three days, and then 
heads into four Indiana dates, fol- 
lowed by a three-day stand at the 
National, Louisville. 

From a full week at the Ambas- 
sador, St. Louis, Jan. 26, show then 
swings into two and_ three-day 
stands through southern Illinois on 
its way eastward. 

Trip marks the first time the Barn 
Dance has tried anything outside of 
midwest territory. 





MERMAN TO CHI PAREE 
Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Ethel Merman comes into the 
Chez Paree next week replacing 
Harry Richman as headliner. 
Richman will do a week at the 
B. & K. Chicago Jan, 19. Then to 
Florida for a stand at the Saddle 
and Tennis club. 
Hero Worship In Bermuda 
Hamilton, Jan. 10. 





Just to shake hands with Sir | 
Henry Wood, Benar Barzelay, vio- | 
linist of the Inverurie Hotel trio, | 


got up at 5 a. m. the day the Brit- 
ish conductor arrived from England 
with Lady Wood. 


Sir Henry sails (10) for three 
concerts in Boston 
Tibbett in Folio 
Lawrence Tibbett concert folio is 
being gotten out by Robbins con- 
taining all the Metro f songs 


tt cang 


whic] Tibhe 


Girl Singer Badly Hurt 


Cleveland, Jan, 15. 
Marian Mann, Cleveland singer in 
Emerson Gill’s band, was seriously 
injured when her car was side- 
swiped into a telegraph pole going 
through Harrisburg, Pa. Besides 
having collar bone : 
suffered a broken pelvic bone, skull 
fractures, and is now in Polyclini 
Hospital in Harrisburg, Milan 
Hartz, young Clevelander and vio- 
linist on road with Gill, had pelvic 
bone fractured in same accident. 
Stewart Sisters pinch-hitting for 
Marian Mann, joining band in Phila- 
delphia and then opening in Bos- 
ton Tent. 


CABARET MUSIC 
HALL AND PIX 
ON BWAY 





smashed, she 





A cabaret music hall with pic- 
tures is the hybrid policy which 
the Casino de Paree management is 
planning for the Manhattan Music 
Hall when the CdeP people take it 
over, The Manhattan started with 
the same policy as at the Casino 
but flopped in less than a week. 

Casino’s take-over is also for pro- 
tection as it’s situated around the 
corner on West 54th street from 
the Manhattan. 

Latter is planned to play six pop- 
priced acts with pictures, plus 
dance musie and food service, on a 
pop scale, 





Argentine Copyright 
Opens Nation to Biz; 
MPPA Sending Scout 


American music publishers won't 





start digging 


market made available to them by 


the passage of a new Argentine 


copyright law until they have found 
out the extent of protection allowed 
them by this statute. Board of di- 
rectors of the Music Publishers’ 
Protective Association has voted to 


retain some one to go to Argentine 
and make a study for it of the gen- 
eral music situation prevailing in 
that country. 

Under the new Argentine copy- 
right law, which for the first time 
protects the works of foreign au- 
thors and publishers, a copyright 
registered in the U. S. automatically 
becomes valid in Argentine. Neither 
the composer or publisher are under 
obligation to file their manuscript 
with the copyright authority in that 
South American republic. 

Argentine law was. put through 
as the result of pressure brought by 
native authors to protect their re- 
corded works from being used pro- 
miscuously by Argentine broadcast- 
ing stations. Argentine’s new copy- 
right law bars a broadcaster from 
airing a phonograph recording with- 
out first obtaining the permission 
of the talking machine company 
which has the disk under copyright. 
Control given the recorders as re- 
gards radio in Argentine is similar 
to the protection prevailing for 
them in Canada and Britain. 





CLARK WITH ERPI 








Will Concentrate on Wired Music 
Promotion 
Walter Clark, who until last 


month held an advisory post with 


the Warner Bros. publishing inter- 
ests, has joined the distribution de- 
partment of Electrical Research 
Products. Clark’s main concern on 
the new job revolves around ERPI’s 





maneuverings to crash the ‘wired 


music’ field with its equipment. 
Idea entails furnishing restau- 
rants, cafes and hotels with music 
originating from a central source | 
ind carried to member loudspeak- | 
ers by telephone wire. ERPI’s plans 
this direction are still in an ex | 
perimental state. For the past 
| eig months the electric has been | 
|servicing the Gotham hotel with | 
eh music on an experimental | 
basi using records strictly for the | 
ip. } 


into the Argentine | 





BUD VS. BUDDY 


|Dispute Signature Song and Ask 


$50,000 Damages. 

song is estimated 
damages accord- 
ing to a suit started in the N. Y. 
Supreme Court by Thurston C. 
Shays against Buddy Rogers. Shays 
is also a band leader. . 

Involved legally is the poz song, 
‘My Buddy’, written by Gus Kahn 
and Walter Donaldson. Bud Shays 
avers he has used that number as 
a sig song for a long time and be- 
cause Buddy Rogers adopted the 
same idea over NBC, Shays deems 
himself damaged to 
the extent of the He also 
wants an injunction. 

J. T. Abeles, representing Rogers, 
denies everything in general. Buddy 
Rogers was finally served by sub- 
a detailed ac- 


A signature 
worth $50,000 in 


professionally 


50G’'s. 


stitution following 
count of how the process server 
was unable to personally reach 


Rogers at his Hotel Lombardy, N. 
Y., apartment where he _ resides 
with his mother, Mrs. Bert Henry 
Rogers. 


FIGURE FILM 
SYNC DIVVY 





Canada are 
assigned 50% of the world rights 
under a seale of syne money ap- 
portionment worked out by a group 
of accountants for the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association. Split 
of the film coin set aside for Great 
Britain is 25%. Schedule of per- 
centages by country was devised to 
help the American publisher settle 
upon the share of the royalties due 
his foreign affiliates. 

Table of percentages suggested by 
the MPPA for the distribution of 
picture revenue follows: 

U. S. and Canada, 50%. 

Great Britain, 25%. 

Australia, 8%. 

France, 5%. 

Italy, 142%. 

Spaind and Portugal, 1%. 

Germany, 3%. 

Holland, 132%. 

Scandinavia, 2%. 

Central Europe, 

Rest of the world, 2%. 


United States and 


2%. 





RADIO BANDS HELP 
BUT NOT ALWAYS 


Winnipeg, Jan, 15. 


Radio as a builder-upper for 


dance bands is great stuff some- 
times. It cost Harry Gault, local 
musician-promoter, dough to con- 


firm this truism, 

Gault began promoting last No- 
vember by bringing Harry Turner 
and his band, of KFYR, Bismarck, 
N. D., into the Civic Auditorium for 
a one-nighter. KFYR, just 400 air- 
miles away, booms into loca] loud- 
speakers day and night, and Tur- 
ner’s boys get plenty good spots on 
the air, so Harry’s first venture was 
profitable. 

Next Gault brought in Cliff Kyes’ 
orchestra from St. Paul, but there’s 
little or no listener connection be- 
tween here, and KSTP, where Cliff's 
lads are heard occasionally. So this 
promotion was a floppo. 


—— 


IOWA GOES MUSICAL 
Des Jan. 15. 

Iowa's public have 
launched plans for the largest state- 
wide music festival ever to be held 
in the United States. The event is 
expected to bring together between 
10,000 and 15,000 high school and 
grade school musicians in a gala 
Iowa school music day. 

Nationally famed conductors will 


Moines, 


schools 





| choruses, 


wield batons for massed choirs, 


bands and orchestras. Ex- 








Paul Whiteman’s Class Sunday 
Night Concerts with Champagne 


+ QntEneeD 


By ABEL GREEN 


Paul Whiteman inaugurated a 


new Sunday night dinner concert 
program at the Hotel Biltmore Jan 
14 and will continue these concerts 
American music in lieu 


It’s a 7.30-9 p. m., 


of modern 
of dansapation. 
program, the first of which struck 
the keynote for the others to fol- 
low. 

Deems Taylor m. c.’d, introducing 
the sundry artists plus the guest 


artists, Jacques Fray and Mario 
Braggiotti, radio pianists. The per- 
manent Whiteman stock company 


including Ramona, Roy Bargy, Jack 
Fulton, Mike Pingitore and Goldie, 
along with the Pickens Sisters, the 


Rondileers and Floria Armstrong 
participated. 
Whiteman opened with Ravel’s 


‘Bolero’ and closed with Gershwin’s 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ being forced to 
an encore, ‘When Day Is Done,’ an 
apt enough conclusion for an eve- 
ning such as this. 

In between, the Pickens Sisters 
and the Rondileers with the White- 
man orchestra participated in ‘Song 
of the Bayou’; vocal specialties by 
Ramona and Jack Fulton; Dance of 
the Hours (‘La Gioconda’) by the 
Pickens and _ Rondileers again; 
Floria Armstrong in vocals from 
operettas; Whiteman again with 
Gershwin's ‘I Got Rhythm’; a brief 


two-piano recital by Fray and 
Bragiotti which developed into a 
show-stopper; Whiteman’s own 


waltz revue, ‘Waltzing Through the 
Ages,’ one of his best concert plat- 
form standbys, and then the ‘Rhap- 
sody.’ 

Next week's guest soloist is Dana 
Suesse, femme composer. 

In the new trend towards a saner 
living, these dinner Sunday nights 
look like a big thing for the Bilt- 
more. No couvert, which is smart, 
as the wine trade alone more than 
makes up for it. If Whiteman is 
getting an extra percentage on these 
Sunday concerts, as reported, on top 
of the $4,000 weekly guarantee for 
his dance music, he’s in for a nice 
extra chunk judging by the initial 
turn-out. 


Blue Eagle Ball Flop 
Brings Pinch for Two 
Vermont Impresarios 








Barre, Vt., Jan. 15. 

John Laipus and John Garusso, 
dance promoters, are under arrest 
here charged with fraud. 

Men came to this city and rented 
armory for an ‘NRA’ dance and 
announced music would be fur- 
nished by Jack Dawn and his Grey- 
hound Nite Club orchestra. Pair 
also sold advertising space in pro- 
gram and promoted a ‘Miss Pros- 
perity’ contest. 

Night of dance found orchestra 
comprised of four school boys and 
the promoters without the cash to 
pay hall rent or buy prizes for con- 
test. 

Government is taking hand in the 
matter as the Blue Eagle was used 
in all advertising matter. 


Aldermen Curb Strict 


Mayor on Beer Music 


Burlington, Vt., Jan. 15. 
Bands are to return to local beer 
garden, 

Last fall the city administration 
put a ban on dancing in places 
where beer was sold. 

jut owners have been wag- 
ing a stiff battle against ruling The 
ordinance has been lifted by the 





board of aldermen, but Mayor 
James Burke, leader of the move- 
ment, is expected to veto the ac- 
tion. Aldermen, however, will not 


sustain mayor's veto and 
will return on February 25. 


danci g 


SOSNICK POP TUNE 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 





pect 99 counties in the state to send 
at least 150 re presentatives each. Theme song of Harry Sosni k or- 
seecianieeansesinaiate — chestra, ‘Lazy Rhapsody’, will be 
Elaine’s Receivership issued as a pop number by Rob- 
Recs for the Elaine Music Co., | bins. 
Inc., 150 East 42nd street, was ap- Song is taken from an original 
pointed by Justice Dore, in the New| piano solo by Howard Jackson and 
York Supreme Court, rewritten by Sosnick as a pop mel- 
Assignment went to Sadie Mery- | ody. Words have been supplied 
ash, a lawyer. | by Ned Washington. 
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EVEN PIANOS 
SOLD WELL 
IN DEC. 


——— 


For the popular sheet end of the 


DECEMBER MUSIC SURVEY 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING DECEMBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 























































































































back into life during the past month. 
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music industry it was the biggest RK CA LO EI x —_— 
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Pan Bookers Set 60 Days for Action, 
Or They Will Walk Out on Him 








Arthur Fisher, George Hamid and 
Billy Diamond, the bookers in- 


volved in Alexander Pantages’ re- 
cent attempt to come back as a 
theatre operator with vaudeville. 
have set an outside I'mit of 60 days 
for definite word from Pan as to the 
future. If nothing happens the 
bookers will dissolve their associa- 
tion and go strictly on their own. 

In the east the chances of Pan 
restoring vaude to his Coast thea- 
tres, now in straight pictures, are 
regarded as slim. Towns are Salt 
Lake, Vancouver, Seattle, Portland 
and Hollywood, which Pan 1>2- 
claimed from the Orpheum receiver- 
ship. He is still negotiating for 
Spokane, San Francisco and San 
Diego with the local receivers. 

Difficulty of routing acts all the 
way from New York to the Coast 
for the short five-week and son- 
consecutive route out here, was 
largely responsible for the flop of 
Pan’s brief vaude try in Novem- 
ber. Diamond was to have con- 
tributed Chicago (State-Lake) and 
Memphis as jump-breakers for the 
acts on the way out, but through 
booking difficulties in New York 
the routing didn’t progress ir 
enough to include them. 

Withou’ stop-overs for the acts, 
the cost of the jump from New 
York amounted to $230 per person 
in fares alone, without sleepers 
and hauling charges. Unless Pan 
lands additional time another vaude 
attempt, if made, would run up 
against the same routing p oblems. 

Diamond declared his intentions 
of withdrawing from the combina- 
tion while on a booking trip to New 
York last week. He set about 20 
acts, mostly comedy, for the State- 
Lake, Memphis and Milwaukee, also 
some units. Among the latter are 
‘Student Prince’ for Milwaukee Feb. 
2; Weaver Bros., Memphis, Feb. 9; 
Kate Smita, State-Lake and Mem- 
phis, late in February. 


RKO WANTS TO GET 
RID OF PALACE AGAIN 


RKO may rid itself of the Palace, 
N. Y., once again. Anxious to turn 
it over to someone in some manner, 
RKO is reported quietly offering it 
around. What the circuit would 
like is a sub-lease, it is understood, 
rather than an operating arrange- 
ment such as made recently with 
Sydney S. Cohen, who had the 
house only about six weeks when 
RKO reclaimed it. 

Palace rent is $100,000 a year. 
The operating nut, under a combi- 
nation policy of pictures and vaude, 
is now around $11,000 a week. 


‘A&M’ Title Jam 


Detroit, Jan. 15. 
J. J. Shubert, in town, obtained an 
injunction against the Mayfair the- 


atre, objeeting to Bert Smith’s ta 
show title, ‘Artists’ Models,’ al- 


legedly an infringement on the Shu- 
bert revue title, ‘Artists and Models. 
House changed the billing to ‘Art 
Models.’ 
The Shuberts have their own ‘A. 
& M.’ tab now en tour. 





Haley in St. Louis 


Hollywood, Jan, 15. 

Jack Haley opens at the Am- 
bassador, St. Louis, Feb. 2. Haley 
was m.c. in that house several years 
ago for a long period. 

On completion of the engage- 
ment Haley returns here to do 
his second film for Charles R. Rog- 
ers, 





Feh! Becomes Agent 
Walter Fehl has turned agent, as- 
sociated with the Sam Shannon of- 
fice. 
Fehl is Dora Maughan’'s 
and former pianist. 


a 
v 


husband 


UNITS FOR PENN 


Loew Relighting Stage of Pitt 


House Jan. 26 

Loew is opening up the Penn, 
Pittsburgh, to stage shows again 
after a lapse of nearly two years. 
House won't go on the regular vaude 
book but will play units when avail- 
able. 

Opener, week of Jan. 26, will b« 
the ‘Vanities’ tab. ‘Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies’ may follow. 


Advance Ads Too | 
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Stop Marcus Show 


New Orleans, Jan. 15. 

A. B. Marcus show, booked for a 
midnight performance last 
(Sunday) at the Auditorium, was 
refused permission to go on by the 
local police department. 

Advance advertising on the troupe 
in newspapers and around town, 
featuring undraped girls, excited 
the town’s moralists, who com- 
plained to Chief Reyer. Latter 
sent a policewoman to Mobile to 
catch the show and she reported it 
was too raw. 

Reyer had a squad on hand at the 
theatre to prevent any attempt by 
the troupe to go on. 





Pensacola, Fla., Jan. 15. 
Marcus Show played here Thurs- 


day night (11) to capacity, going 
on despite two indignation meet- 
ings staged in advance by local 


preachers, 

Reform element was stirred up by 
advance publicity advertising nu- 
dity and informing that ‘no chil- 
dren under 16 will be admitted.’ 
Protesting faction sent a delegation 
on to Montgomery to see the show 
previous to its engagement here. 

All nude posters were painted 
over with dresses, followed by a 
demand to the _ sheriff that all 
posters be taken down, which was 
obeyed. 





The A. B. Marcus show is play- 


ing one-niters and other stands in 
the south on its way to Frisco, 
from which point it sails for the 


Orient in February. 


+ 


Hq N () * P li 'embraces the entire vaude business 
ot, * “ S 0 icé vaude bill's wash-up official, for the 


| time being, at least, 


lthe Loew office is stepping in with 


i sive of the circuit’s deluxers. 


night | as a trial show, will open at one of 


| shows will go into the Capitol and 


|} week in 


| vaude code modifications to be held 


| and routines. 





6 Acts File ‘No Payoff’ 


All six acts that played the Cen- 
tury, Brooklyn, the first half of Jan. 
6 have filed a no-payoff complaint 
with the ABA. House, which Harry 
Lorraine booked, and Goldman & 
Berg manage, dropped vaude Jan. 
9 without paying the 
the final bill, it is charged. 

Acts are Frank Reckless, 
Boyd, Trembley, Lee and 
Cooper and Hamilton, Marino, Mar- 
tin and Co. and the _ Bickford 
Family. 


June 
Co.., | 





FAN DANCER STRIPPED | 


Lincoln, Jan. 15. 
tosita Royce, fan dancer, is minus 
$100 in clothing and $200 in cos- 
tumes., 
A yegg broke into her sedan in} 
Denver last week and made off with 
everything but the fans. 


HARRY ROSE TO COAST 
Rose left for Los Angeles | 
lover the weekend to open at the 
Paramount there as m. ec. for F&M 
William Morris agency booked and 
has Rose in mind for picture 


Harry 











also 


| work. 


Complaint on B’klyn House 


members of | 
|} are Delmar, Manny King, 


| Chickie 


| of Russel Markert girls, 


| epidemic, 


———_—_—_—__ + 


AT 30,000, FOR 
THE NABES ONLY 


All Vaude’s Chillun Got 
Units—15 in Production 
in N. Y. and Only Code 
Jam Holding Up More— 
Indie Mostly Non-Name 
at $3,000 — Loew’s First 
Effort as Trial 





AN EPIDEMIC 


including 


All vaude’s~ chillun, 
agents, producers, and even the 
Loew circuit, got units. The shift 


and about marks the regulation 


Amidst the activity among indie 
producers and stager, who have 
nothing but units on their minds, 


its own producing proposition to be 
confined to its own theatres exclu- 


First of the Loew units, planned 


the New York neighborhood houses 
Feb. 9. If it lands, more will fol- 
low with the circuit revtving the 
production staff that it scrapped 
two years ago. Difference between 
the forthcoming Loew shows and 
the units formerly produced will be 
in cost and the grade of theatres 
they'll play. 

Budgeted at around $2,500, the 
units make only the outlying, or 
regular variety houses, at first, with 
the Capitol, on Broadway, and 
other Loew theatres in that class 
not getting them. But it’s expected 
that later on, if clicking and if 
found’ sufficiently flexible, these 


the chain’s other deluxers with a 
name act or extra weight added. 

First show, with no regular pro- 
duction staff to be established be- 
fore the outcome on this one is de- 
termined, will be staged by the 
booking office and the skeleton pro- 
duction department presently op- 
erating under Louis K. Sidney at 
the Capitol. 

15 Units Readying 

There are about 15 units in pro- 
duction or on tap in New York this 
indie producing circles. 
Most of the producers are awaiting 
results of the hearing on proposed 


in Washington Thursday (18), but 
meanwhile are lining up their casts 
All are non-name af- 
fairs gauged to play at around the 
$3,000 mark. 

One is ‘Cocktail Hour,’ 
Marty Forkins is producing, with 
Samuels, Kitty Doner, Five 
Wonder Girls, Harmony Co-eds 
(13), Eleanor Whitman, Lita Corda 
ind Olin Landic in the troupe. All- 
girl, except Landic, a femme imper- 
sonator. Macklin Megley, who put 
on the Morton Downey and Johnny 
Perkins units, is staging. 

Harry Delmar is reviving . his 
‘Revels’ revue title for a unit to 
contain a cast of 35 among whom 
tay, Ellis 
Starr, Paddy 
getty Croak, 
Dodge. Ken Nichols is 
writing the music and lyrics. It 
opens Jan. 19 in Elizabeth. 

Harry Krivit is doing one in the 
category, called ‘Modern 
with the Slate Bros., Violet 
Carlson, The Christensens, Dinky 
Osmond, Diane 3oswell, Joyce 
Summers, Louise Porach and a line 


which 


tae 


and LaRue, Frankie 
Cliffe, Patsy Dell, 


same 
Nights,’ 


Golden office and Larry Puck are 


| 





Loew Execs Trek West to 


execs last week who were 
gander the new policy at the Ohio. 
Vaude 
livered a new high, $14,500. 


‘n’ Andy, 
three days at the RKO Palace. 


$25,000, Which the 
NVA Sorely Needs, 


LOEW'S OWN VAUDE UNIT 








Vaude Producers Organize: 


Despatch Comm. to Capital 
To Huddle With Rosenblatt 





UNIT SETS TOP 


See 
‘Midway Nights’ in Columbus 





Columbus, Jan, 15. 
loaded with Loew 
here to 


Town was 


unit, ‘Midway Nights’, de- 


Topped the mark set when Amos 
in person, did $12,000 in 





Into House Organ 


Under Henry Chesterfield’s direc- 
tion and sole say-so, the NVA Club 
in New York is publishing a week- 
ly sheet titled the NVA News. 
Paper is circulated around the club, 
Times Square and through a pre- 
ferred mailing list without having 
any income of its own. It has an- 
nounced it is going to try to sell 
advertising and take its place as a 
regular weekly. 





Sheet is chiefly promotional for 
Chesterfield, its text being con- 
cerned with ‘Mr. Chesterfield says 
this’ and ‘Mr. Chesterfield’ says 
that.’ Most remindful of the old 
days of the Vaudeville News. 

Publication and upkeep of the 
NVA News runs around $500 a 
week. There are 52 weeks a year, 
so that means $25,000 yearly. If it 


doesn’t come from the NVA Fund, 
where else?—the same sorely tried 
NVA Fund which last year couldn't 
raise enough for the support of the 
very worthy Saranac sanatorium or 
the very costly 46th street club 
house, 

Chesterfield says he receives so 
many daily requests for help from 
unfortunate actors, he doesn’t know 
where the money to care for them 
all will come from. Only Chester- 
field and William Lee know how 
much is available and how it is 
dispersed. 

That $500 a week tossed away on 
a house organ would feed a good 
number of the unfortunates who are 
asking for help and bolster the 
finances of the sanatorium at Sara- 
nac. 


BACKSTAGE INJURIES 
KILL ARTHUR HAMLIN 


Arthur Hamlin, one of the acro- 
batic act of Kay, Hamlin and Kay, 
died in the Van Wyck _ hospital, 
Jamaica, L. L, Jan. 10 of injuries 
received backstage at the Loew’s 
Valencia while playing there. 

Hamlin, who had been doing 
acrobatic work for 20 years with- 
out sustaining a serious injury, was 
hurrying from the stage after his 
act. Partly blinded by the glare of 
the footlights, he did not notice a 
grand piano standing in the wings 





and ran into it at considerable 
speed, sustaining an internal rup- 
ture. 


He was removed to the hospital, 
but failed to rally and death en- 





doing a singing show. sued. 
Units of all types, but of the 
non-name and same moderate sal- , . 
ary grade, are in every producer's The General Ss Liquor 
plans General Pisano, the veteran stage 
Production of individual vaude sharp shooter, has obtained a li- 
icts, and contemplated expansion | cense and opened a retail liquor 
along regulation vaude lines among! store at 46th street and Eighth 
the bookers, are apparently things | avenue New York 
the past. It’s unit and it’s an Tnderstood the Gen. is using only 


ie os 
Tpton 


bottles for target pra 





Marty Forkins, Charlie Maddock 


and Alex Gerber, representing the 
hurriedly organized United Produc- 
ers’ & Directors’ Association, have 
a date in Washington this Thurs- 
Gay (18) with Administrator Sol 
Rosenblatt. As a committee speak- 


ing on behalf of the major produc- 
ers of the vaudeville business, they 
will apply to the NRA for modifica- 
tion of the vaude code on the 
grounds that relief is necessary for 
survival of the unit and act produc- 
ing business. 

What is chiefly sought by the pro- 
ducers is modification of those code 
provisions requiring the payment 
of the full minimum salary ($35) 
to chorus people during the break- 
in period, and full or partial relief 
from paying salaries during forced 
layoffs caused by jumps or a dif- 
ference in the opening and closing 
days of the various theatres using 
stage shows. 

As a practical example the proe- 
ducers will show the Administrator 
that a two weeks’ booking in New 
York and, say, Harrisburg, neces- 
sitates a three-day layoff because 
the New York engagement con- 
cludes on a Thursday night and tha 
Harrisburg week does not start 
until Monday. Under the code the 
producers and contractors are per- 
mitted only on day’s layoff east of 
the Rockies, and two west, without 
having to pay salaries. For chorus 
people the layoff figure under the 
code is $3 per day and the one day’s 
respite for producers applies only 
after the act has played two weeks. 

In the event of a show carrying 
a chorus of 20 the producers point 
out that on the forced layoff be- 
tween New York and Harrisburg 
the layoff overhead on the chorus 
alone for such a show would be 
$120. The producers contend they 
can’t carry it. 

Break-in Salaries 


Relief from full salaries during 
the first week or two of break-in 
dates, during which practically all 


vaude turns and shows play for 
half salary or less, is particularly 
necessary say the producers. If 
they are forced to pay full salaries 
(Continued on page 46) 


Lubin-Schenck Ask 
Release as Execs. 
Of Golden Estate 


J. H, Lubin and Marvin Schenck 
have asked to be released as exec- 
utors of the estate of Meyer Golden 
as a result of the suit filed for the 
estate against Charlie Morrison by 
the late vaude producer’s son, Mor- 
ris Golden. Latter has entered suit 
for an accounting by Morrison of 
earnings from the booking of Mil- 
ton Berle since December, 1931. 

Morrison, through O’Brien, Dris- 
coll & Rafferty, has filed a denial 
of all allegations. His answer de- 
clares that Meyer Golden agreed to 
produce a unit featuring Berle, in 
which the Golden and Morrison of- 
ces were to have shared equally, 
but that this unit never material- 
ized. As for an agreement with 
Golden to split the regular man- 
agerial commissions from Berle as 
a single act, which the Golden heirs 
contend exists, none was ever made, 
Morrison avers. 

Morrison sets forth that a per- 
sonal management contract in force 
guaranteed Berle a sliding scale of 
$700, $800 and $900 a week, but 
with Berle’s salary capacity having 








been increased to $2,000 the agent 
agreed to a new arrangement. 

The new Berle-Morrison contract 
gives Morrison a straight 25% ine 
stead of the difference between the 
guarantee and regular salary. This 
agreement has four years to g0 
|; With Morrison guaranteeing Berle 
|} $35,000 a year for its duration. 

















1 eR RF cma Ce 


wen, 





SRR INT ag NRE. steep aortas 














Tuesday, January 16, 1934 





























42 VARIETY VAUDEVILLE 
Mi oe x ¢ CHARLIE MACK KILLED 
Charles E. Mack, 46, of Moran 
American Federation of Musicians held a meeting in Boston last and Mack, was killed in an auto- 
week on the proposed stagger system, making the employed musi- |mobile acc‘dent near Mesa, Ariz.,| house manager. 


cians lay off one week out of four. Following letter was sent out: 
To All Locals of the American Federation of Musicians: 

You are advised under date of Nov. 6 that rules for staggering the 
employment of musicians in theatres would be forwarded at an 
early date. The following are the rules to be placed in effect: 

(a) Employment of musicians in every theatre presenting dra- 
matic, musical or burlesque shows, pictures, vaudeville and/or any 
other character of performance or entertainment, shall be staggered 
so as to give employment or entertainment at least to the extent of 
twenty-five (25%) per cent of those regularly employed, without 
increasing thé employer's expense; therefore, during at least one 
week out of each four weeks, the musicians of each orchestra shall 
be replaced or substituted by other musiciang not regularly em- 
ployed elsewhere. 

(b) The staggering system shall not apply to leaders, since they 
are responsible for the efficiency of the orchestras, 

(c) The substitution may be carried out in the employer’s dis- 
cretion over any part of each four-week period, so long as an equal 


each four weeks, thus permitting 
(1) The use of a different orchestra, 
(2) Substitutions during any part of each four weeks, or 
(3) Substitutions gf one or more parts of the orchestra at a 
time, provifiing the same result is had. 

(d) Musicians replaced or substituted shall not be employed for 
ny part of the substituted period in any place where the stagger- 
ing plan is required. The same substitutes may be used in the 
same orchestra in different four-week periods, but no musician 
other than the leader shall be employed in the same theatre more 
than three out of every four weeks. 

(e) These rules shall control the employment of all musicians in 
theatres located in the territorial jurisdiction of all locals. 

(f) One extra rehearsal by the regulars and the substitutes, if 
made necessary by the staggering system, shall be free of charge, 
so that the employer's payroll shall not be increased by reason of 
the staggering plan. 

(g) In runs of musical shows in the towns in which such show is 
organized and produced, the four-week periods shall start from the 
commencement of the second week of the show. 

(h) All existing by-laws and regulations of locals to the extent 
that they do not conflict with the provisions hereof, shall continue 
in full force and effect. 

Fraternally yours, 
JOS. N. WEBER, 
President American Federation of Musicians. 








| 





Auto Show Uses Names 


4 SUCCESSIVE UNITS 
DUE AT CHI. PALACE 





Cleveland, Jan. 15. 

















Chicago, Jan, 15. 

Four units in a row is the book- 
ing arrangements for the RKO Pal- 
ace here. Besides that, house will 
have to compete against such units 
as ‘Student Prince’ at the Chicago 
(B&K). 

Units due, following the current 
‘Cotton Club Revue,’ are ‘Green- 
wich Village Follies,’ Jan. 19, and 
then ‘Artists And Models’ and ‘Fifty 
Million Frenchmen’ in that order. 





LENORE 0’NEIL’S INJURY 


Fort Wayne, Jan. 15. 

Lenore O'Neil, pianist with the 
Count Bernivici unit, is recuperat- 
ing at St. Joseph’s hospital from 
severe spinal injuries, sustained re- 
cently in an auto accident near here. 

Miss O'Neil expects to rejoin the 
eompany within a few weeks. 


After opening Cleveland’s annual 
auto show-at Public Hall Saturday, 
Joe Penner flew back to New York 
Sunday for his weekly NBC broad- 
cast while Belle Baker pinch-hitted 
for him one day in the exhibition. 
Penner returned here the following 
day to finish his eight-day engazge- 
ment. 

Aaronson’s Commanders, brought 
here for auto show, and Miss Baker 
also doubling at Carter Hotel's 
swanky Rainbow Room for two 
weeks, 

Novelty of this year’s auto exhibit 
is a night club, featuring Manny 
Landers’ band and floor show. 


AKRON-CANTON DROP VAUDE 


Loew is taking its vaude out of 
Akron and Canton. Towns have 
comprised a full week since the 
start of the season. 

Straight pictures start Jan. 26. 


























MAX 


SIDNEY PAGE 


In the Ring with 


BAER 





“Max Baer, the heavyweight 


Andrew R. Kelley, WASHINGTON ‘TIMES,’ said: 


his corner at the Fox theatre yesterday matinee and buoyed by 
his experienced trouper proved he was a very fine pugilist actor.” 


challenger had Sidney Page in 











Neilson R. Bell, WASHINGTON ‘POST,’ said: 
“Max Baer is a very fine entertainer, but was given wonderful 
support by Sid Page, who did an act earlier on the bill and then 
came back with his associates to romp with Baer.” 








Week Jan. 





5, Fox, Washington, D. C. 
Week Jan. 12, Loew’ 
Week Jan. 19, Loew’s, Baltimore, Md. 


Thanks to MARVIN H. SCHENCK, SIDNEY PIERMONT, 
JOE FLAUM and my manager O. L. OZ 


s Metropolitan, B’klyn. 
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DOUBLING 


TIC TOC CLUB, Park Central Hotel, New York 
STATE, NEW YORK, Week Jan. 12 


RICHARDS 








Jan. 11, when the car in which Mrs. 
Mack was driving overturned. 
With George Moran, the other 
member of the team, Mack Sennett 
and their daughter, Mary Jane, the 
Macks were driving to New York 
to make a series of shorts. A rear 
tire blew out and the car over- 
turned. Mack was crushed under 
the car and died a few hours later 
in the Mesa hospital. Mrs. Mack 
and her daughter sustained slight 
injuries. Moran was not hurt. Sen- 
net also sustained minor injuries. 
Mack was born in White Cloud, 
Kans., but was taken to Tacoma 
by. his parents when still a boy, He 
became catcher on the Olympia 


number of other musicians are employed at least one week out of [i ¢Wash.) ball team, owned by the 


traction company, his contract re- 
quiring him to act as conductor 
when he was not busy at the ball 
park. 

Later he became a stage electri- 
cian and his stories were enjoyed 
and appropriated by vaudeville 
players. Alex Pantages is reputed 
to have given him the suggestion 
to turn actor. 

The Team’s Climb 

While doing a single Mack played 
on the same bill with Garvin and 
Moran. He developed a friendship 
with George Moran which eventu- 
ally resulted in Moran _ splitting 
from Garvin and teaming with 
Mack. The new combination dou- 
bled between vaude and burlesque, 
becoming a standard comedy team 
in both fields. They then landed 
in their first show, ‘Made in Amer- 
ica,’ at the Winter Garden, New 
York. Their next show was ‘Over 
the Top,’ after which they returned 
to vaude, doing an act in the or- 
chestra pit. 

Their next shows were a ‘Pass- 
ing Show’ at the Winter Garden, a 
‘Scandals’ and a ‘Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies,’ with vaude, phono- 
graph disc work, pictures and a 14 
weeks’ run in London in between. 
Their ‘Two Black Crows’ record for 
Columbia established sales marks 
for a comedy disc and started a 
vogue for dialog plotters. 

Four years ago the team split, 
with Mack retaining the team name 
and using other ‘Morans,’ among 
them Bert Swor, as partners. After 
10 months the originals reunited 
and had been working together up 
to the time of the accident. It was 
the original George Moran who was 
in the car. 

In 1920 Mack married Marion 
Robinson, dancer. They were di- 
vorced in 1932, and in the same 
year Mack married Mrs. Myrtle 
Buckley of Oakland, Cal., 


‘SCANDALS’ TAB FOLDS; 
OUT FOR 37 WEEKS 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 15. 

‘Scandals’ tab folded here at the 
Pitt Thursday (11) after 37 weeks 
on road, troupe going back to New 
York to disband. 

Sensational business for tab here 
at Pitt, around $11,500 in four days 
and a midnight show. 


Tabbing ‘Blackbirds’ 


Lew Leslie’s ‘Blackbirds’, which 
closed on Broadway two weeks ago 
after lasting a month, is being 
tabbed by the producer and the 
William Morris office for the pic- 
ture -houses. Original cast of 60 
remains intact. 

Show breaks in next week at the 
Academy, New York, and follows 
into the Paramount, New York, Jan. 
26, with the Metropolitan, Boston, 
next (Feb. 2). 

















Albany’s Vaudfilmer 


Albany, N. Y., Jan. 15. 
Capitol, legit, opened a vaudfilm 
policy Sunday (14), six acts and 
two features, matinees, 10 and 15c 
and night, 10 and 25c. 
It is the only stage show in Al- 
bany. 





MORSE ON SAM UNIT 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 
Ed Morse has taken over the 
Long Tack Sam unit for future 
bookings and has added some com- 
edy acts, ; 
Another switch concerns the title 
which is now ‘Shanghai Shambles.’ 











It was ‘Shanghai Follies.’ 


“Inside Stuf-Vande 





Manager Matty Fox of the Rivoli, Hempstead, L. I, has picked for 
himself what is probably the toughest assignment facing any vaude 
Fox, in declaring out the regulation vaude bill in hig 
theatre altogether, is faced with the necessity of finding two units a 
week for his split week house. 

The attempt makes Fox the most prolific player of units just now, 
and his theatre the favored break-in spot around New York for pro- 
ducers and agents. Over the week-end it’s now the gathering place for 
the Broadway vaude bunch, all out to see the latest in units. 

Fox is an aggressive house manager who insists that stage shows 
belong in the variety theatres, particularly in towns like Hempstead— 
but not the old fashioned vaude bill of disconnected acts. 

At night Fox stands in the lobby and greets his customers on their 
way in or out, knowing many of them by name. In the daytime he’s 
downtown booking his own shows. 

RKO is still getting its 6% booking office commish from Hempstead, 
although RKO is no longer booking the shows. That’s because of the 
existing booking contract between RKO and the Rivoli, which is a 
Skouras theatre. 

That benefit snow staged at the New Amsterdam, New York, recently 
for the parents of the late Richy Craig, Jr., netted theefamily $123, after 
expenses were deducted, according to the comedian’s father who is em- 
ployed as stage doorman at the Fox, Brooklyn. 

Gross was $1,066 and expenses $943. Latter included such items ag 
$194 for musicians, $64.91 for stage hands, $25 for a theatre manager, 
and $7.50 for a policeman. 

Other expense items were: Globe Ticket Co., $27; orchestra leader, 
25; cleaners, $35; stage elevator, $3.50; ushers, $23; current, $23; 
house staff, $59.50; ‘extras,’ $49.66. The ‘extras’ are not explained. 








When casting for a support company for his current $15,000 vaude 
unit, Eddie Cantor found the high cost of living had gone higher still, 

For instance, Rubinoff. The fiddler’s regular vaude salary as a single 
has been $1,200. To go with Cantor he wanted double that figure. And 
Jimmy Wallingford, also from the Cantor radio program, on which he 
was announcer, demanded a boost of nearly 100%, or $1,000. 

P. S. Neither is with the Cantor unit. 





In the notice on the Johnny Perkins unit, the names of Billy Tracy 
and Jack Stanley were omitted. They wrote the music, lyrics and special 


RKO Changes Its N. CAROLINA GOING 
FOR MIDNIGHT SHOWS 


B’klyn Vaude Routine 
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 15. 


RKO is trimming its vaude at 

the Prospect, Brooklyn, from a split 

week to four days next week. Loss 

will be offset by return of vaude to Night life is becoming quite the 

the Madison, Brooklyn, two days|thing in North Carolina. Midnight 
vaude shows become a definite prac- 
tise because presentations at mid- 
night seem to insure success, re- 


weekly. 
gardless of the performance. 








Madison, in straight pictures for 
about a year, will play vaude Sat- 


urdays and Sundays commencing 
Jan. 27. Prospect’s stage shows 
will run from Friday to Monday. 





Soph Will Double 


Leaving in a short while for Lon- 
don and the Palladium (vaude), 
Sophie Tucker will double a night 
club date there and the Cafe de 
Paris. Signed sometime ago for 
the Palladium, Miss Tucker received 
the cable offer from the nitery last 
week. She opens over there April 
aT. 

Miss Tucker may do a short with 
Leon Errol and George Givot. Also 
go to the Coast for ‘Murder in the 
Vanities.’ (Par). 





Allentown's Stage Shows 
Easton, Pa., Jan. 15. 

State theatre, Allentown, Pa., a 
Wilmer & Vincent house, has re- 
opened after being closed for some 
time, 
Stage revue on the opening Dill. 
Jack Van is house manager. 


In the state at present and getting 
some of the midnight pickings are: 
‘Alexander’s Variety Wonders’, with 
Levolo Co., Dorothey Koert, Ber- 
nard Brothers, Merrell Brothers and 
Sister, Lili Demuth and Alexander's 
Ragtime band; ‘Hollywod Follies’; 
‘The Hillbillies’, with Dad Williams; 
and his Blue Ridge Ramblers; 
‘Billy Burke’s' Minstrels’, with 
Johnny Brown and his White Fleet 
orchestra: ‘Milton Hutchinson’s Re- 
vue’, with Ruth Bare and Viola 
Adams, and a unit composed of 
Jelly Leftwich and his University 
Club orchestra, Kay Keever, Had- 
dom Sisters, Leo Bynum, Jr., Samet 
and Wilkinson, Julia Brent, and 
Eurit Neese. 

‘Sinnett’, a psychic, has had some 
recent North Carolina booking and 
Birch, magician, is also in the state. 





ALLEN, UNIT CANDIDATE 


Lester Allen, not Joe Penner as 





reported, may go out in that unit 
with Peggy Joyce and Fred Keating. 

William Morris agency is framing 
it. 














BRyant 9-7800 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Jan. 19) 
THIS WEEK (Jan. 12) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 











RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (19) 
Gertrude Niesen 
(Others to fill) 
(12) 


Arthur Petley Co 
Johnny Hyman 
Sheila Barrett 
Mills aes s * 
Reggie Childs re 

Music Hall (18) 
Jack Powell 


Academy 
ist half (19-22) 
Stepping Stars — 
Ray & McKenzie 
Bayes & Speck 
Ching Ling Foo Jr 
(One to fill) 
2a half (16-18) 
Leslie’s ‘BI’ckbirds’ 
Audubon 
ist half (19-22) 
Mainstreeters 
Ann Sutter 
Hardeen 
(Two to fill) 
Ist half (12-15) 
Australian Waites 





Joe Wong 


DAVENPORT 
Keith's 

ist half (19-22 

Kate Smith Co 

HEMPSTEAD 


ist half 
Broadway Nights 
Ist half (13-16) 
Sweet & Low Down 
2a half (17-19) 
3 Emeralds 
Ann Lester 
Tommy Monahan 
Empire 
Ist half (19-22 
Uncle Don 
(Three to fill) 
DETROIT 
Downtown (19) 
Artists & Models 
(12) 
Gene DeQuinc’y & L 
Jack Whiting Co 
Milton Berle 
Rosaline Berle 
Owen McGivney 
Herbert Barris 
FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 








RADIO CITY M. 
Also ROXY, 


RAY and 


By LEDDY 





JACK POWELL 
ARREN and BRODERICK 


ALL PLACED 


H., NEW YORK 
NEW YORK 


RUDELL 


& SMITH 











Dillon & Parker 
H’rry ‘Zoup’ Welch 
Mangean Intern'ls 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (19) 
Radio Rubes 
Rarry & Whitledge 
Kitchen Pirates 
(Two to fill) 
(12) 
Falls Reading & B 
Medley & Duprey 
Jeanie Lang Co 
Barto & Mann 
Lew Pollack Co 
Prospect 
Ist half (19-22) 
Kirk & Addison 
Marsails & Richey 
Larry Rich 
(T'wo to fill) 
2a half (238-25) 
King Brawn 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Kaye Borbe J & L 
Billy Farrell Co 
80l Gould Co 
Boice & Marsh 
Honey Fam 
Tilyou 
Ist half (20-21) 
Ray Shannon Co 


y 
ist half (13-14) 
Gilbert Bros 
Dugan & Hadley 
Lewis Mack 
Boice & Marsh 
Kay & Dart Rev 
BOSTON 
Keith's (19) 
Les Gellis 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Doris Kenyon 
Ross & Edwards 
Rimacs Ore 
(12) 
James Evans Co 
Jerry Coe & Barry 
Bert Lahr 
Hill & Hoffman 
California Revels 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
2a half (23-25) 
Kate Smith Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (19) 
Gr'nwich Vill Fol 
(12) 
Cotton Club Rev 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (19) 
Stone & Vernon 





Ist half (20-21) 
Pilcer & Douglas 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (13-14) 
Frank Shields 
Besser & Balfour 
3 Clark Sis 
Al St John 
Flying High 

KANSAS CITY 

Mainstreet (19) 
Morton Downey Rv 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Orpheum (12) 
Kate Smith Rev 

NEWARK 

Proctor’s (19) 
Irene Vermillion 
Reynolds & White 
Sibyl Bowan 
Bert Walton 
Russian Revels 

(12) 

Benny Davis Rev 
DES MOINES 
Keith’s 
Ist half (15-18) 
50 M’'l'n Frenchm’'n 
NW BRUNSWICK 
Keith’s 
Ist half (20-21) 

Truatore 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (13-14) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Miller & Bradford 
Bert Walton 
Clover Leaf Rev 

OMAHA 
Keith’s (19) 

50 M’l'n Frenchm’n 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
1st half (19-22 

Houstri Tr 
Jackson & Gardner 
Jeanie Lang Co 
Oscar Lorraine 
Roye & Maye Rev 

24 half (23-25) 
5 Elgins 
Gordon & Iona 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Jack Pepper 
Stepping Stars 

2d half (16-18) 
NTG Rev 
Collins & Peterson 

PROVIDENCE 

Keith's (19) 
‘The New Yorkers’ 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (19) 
Amos ‘n’ 

SIOUX CITY 

Keith’s 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


Now in Paramount Building 





Stan Kavanaugh 
Dave Harris Co 
Gus Van 
4 Ortons 
(12) 
Rubio Sis 
Nash & Fately 
Weist & Stanton 
Dave Apollon Co 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (19) 
Gene DeQuincy & L 
Jack Whiting Co 
Milton Berle 
Rosalind Berle 
Owen McGivney 





Ist half (12-14) 
50 M'i'n Frenchm'n 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s 
Ist half (19-22) 
Baby Rose Marie 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
ist half (12-15) 
Rogers & Wynne 
Marty Dupree 
J & K Lee 
Honey Fam 

2d half (16-18) 
Stanley Bros & A 
Pickens Sis 
Benny Ross 








Herbert Barris Natacha Natova 
(12) Broad 
Artists & Models Ast half (20-21) 
COLUMBUS =| Uwe te fil), 
’ 
one’? (19) Ist half (13-14) 
Sen & Johnson Master Michael 
DAYTON LaSalle & Mack 
_ Keith’s (19) toss & Russell 
Gr’nwich Vill Fol Pickford Fam 
NEW YORK CITY; Ames & Arno 
Roulevard Virgi jacon Co 
Ist half (19-22) Orpheum 
Bud Carlell & R Ist half (19-22) 
Johnny Bryant France & lLaPell 
Hickey Bros Marie DeComa 
Fred Lightner & R| Abbott & Bisland 
Dave Jones Co Cass Mack & Owen 
2a half (23-25) Virginia Bacon Co 
Tankai & Okinu 2d half (23-25) 
Jack LaVier Duponts 
F & P Frado Esmond & Grant 








| 


| 





Frances Langford 
Hickey Bros 
Leuise Gay Co 
Paradise (19) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Nord & Jeannie 
Donald Novis 
Sol Gould Co 
Harold Stern Ore 
State (19) 
Willie Mauss 
Clyde Haager 
Lewis & Ames 
Cab Calloway Ore 
BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 
Ist half (19-22) 
Park & Clifford 
Bud & Eleanor Coll 
Tyler Mason 
Levan & Watson 
Georges & Jalna 
2d half (23-25) 
Bud Carlell & R 
Edith Bow 
Fred Weber Co 
Roth Murray & K 
Doreen & Douglas 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (19-22) 
Duponts 
May Joyce 
Jones & Rea 
Jean Granese 
Doreen & Douglas 
2a half (23-25) 
Aleen & Evans 
Jack North 
Hall & Pillard Co 
Fred Lightner & R 
G & P Magley Rev 
Metropolitan (19) 
Lamberti 
Charles Carlile 
Solly Ward 
Benny Davis Co 
Valencia (19) 
East & Dumke 
Dick Humbert Ore 
Pickens Sis 


James Wallington 
(Gne to fill) 
AKRON 
Loew's 

Ist half (19-22) 

Ted Lewis Show 





2d half (23-25) 


Monroe & Adams § 


Jerome Mann 

M Montgomery 
Wills & Davis 
Dancing Aces 


BALTIMORE 
Century (19) 
Bob Ripa 
Mary Haynes 
Lee & Rafferty Co 
Sid Page 
Max Baer 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (19) 
Winnie & Dolly 
ete 
Radio Rogues 
Joe May & Dotty 
Dodge Bros Rev 
(One to fill) 
CANTON 
Loew's 
half (19-22) 
Monroe & Adams 
Jerome Mann 
M Montgomery 
Wills & Davis 
Dancing Aces 
2d half (23-25) 
Ted Lewis Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (19) 
Jas Evans 
Hilton & Garon 
Lew Parker Co 
Sid Gary 
Ann Pritchard Co 
NEWARK 
State (19) 
Osaki & Taki 
Zingoni 
Marty May 
Mells Gold & R 
Burno Whiteside 
PROVIDENCE 
Loew’s (19) 
Harrison's Circus 
Leon Navarro 
Arnaut Bros 
Carr & Martin 
Enrica & Novello R 
SYRACUSE 
Loew's (19) 
Crazy Quilt 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (19) 
Buddy Rogers Co 


ist 
s 


R 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (19) 
Eddie Cantor Co 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (19) 
Lillian Roth 
Buck & Bubbles 
(Three to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (19) 
Harry Richman 
Vincent Lopez 





Janet Reade 


Gordon Reed & K 
Outlying (19) 
Huling & Seal 
Pops & Louie 
(Three to fill) 
DETRO! 
Michigan (9) 
Student ONT 
Imperial TTY) 
3 Cossacks 
Jack Sidney Co 
(Three to fill) 





| Warner 





ELIZABETH 
Rit 


Zz 

Ist half (20-23) 
Harry Delmar’s Rv 

2d half (24-26) 
NIG Rev 
Collins & Peterson 

Ist half (13-16) 
Rich Kay & Eva 
Petit & Douglas 
Emmy's Madwags 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Ingenues 

2a half (17-19) 
Harry Howard Co 
(Four to fill) 








PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (19) 
Carroll's oat nities 
( 


Eddie Cantor Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (19) 

Proski's Tigers 
Edler & Reed Bros 
Fifi D’Orsay 


Ken Murray 
(12) 
Pasquali Bros 


Kirby & Duval 
Enrico & Novello 
Wheeler & Woolsey 





Independent 








BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (12) 
James Barton 
‘Strike Me Pink’ 
Collette Lyons 
Lecta Lane 
sillie Leonard 

New (12) 
Milten Berle 

BUFFALO 
Hippodrome 
Le Roy Smith 
Avis Andrews 
Baby Cox 
Peg Leg Bates 
Radcliffe & Rodg'rs 
Lucky Seven 3 
The Gobs 

Shea’s (12) 
Alice Joy 
Radio Rubes 
Hudson Wonders 
Huling & Seal 

Lafayette (12) 
Freddy Mack 

DETROIT 

Mayfair (12) 
Artists & Models 
State (12) 

Del Bridge 
Jos Griffin 
Lubin Larry & A 
State Steppers 
Ann Pritchard 
Jack Goldie 


Del 





Shibley Sis 
Senator Murphy 
Sandy Lang Co 
Ross & Ayres 
HOLLYWOOD 
Chinese 
(Indef. run) 
Paul Draper 
Rasche Ens 
Adohr Opera 
Jackie Hughes 
Pantages (11) 
Babe Egan Co 
Joaquin Garat 
Carl Shaw 
J & Mary 
Haines 2 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (11) 
The Claires 
Frank Salerno 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Jack Osterman 
McKeone Fam 
Million Dollar (11) 
Zelda Bros 
Jimmie & Irene 
Putt Messman 
DuVal & Trigg 
Bieseu 
ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (12) 
Morton Downey 
Olive Olsen 
F & M Britton Or 


Mason 


Co 








NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (19) | 


ie Friganza 
i Van 








thers to fill) 
BROOKLYN | 
(19) | 


to fill) 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (19) 
Mary Pickford 
arland 


hers 


Tus 
Ashburn 


Ker 


Ray 
& 


Fanchon & 


} Mills Br 


| E 


Lowe is 


Marco 


LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (11) 








Georgia M nstrels 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Wartield (12) 


i Thelma White 
1 & F Hubert 
Fuzzy Knight 
i] re r & slar ’ 
DENVER, COLO. 
Orpheum (12) 
stelle Taylor 
Carsen & Gretel 
Charies Brugge 
Elmore & Sims 
| Al Iyons 
| sT. LOUIS 
St. Louis (19) 
Stuart & Lash 
Paul Remos Co 


13 Brown Busters 
Lolita | (Others to fill) 


Cabarets 








Algonquin Hotel 
Howard Lamin’s O 
Russell Johns 


| 

| 

Ambassador Grill 
| Happy Feltan’s Ore 
Pancho & Mary 


Astor Roof 
Jack Berger Orch 


Bal-Musette 
Leon Bedou 
George Marchal 
Pierrotte 
Millard & Anita 
Nina 
Ieonard Keller 
Apache Orch 


Biltmore Hote) 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Bowery 

Lou Dolgoff 
John Barry 
Nellie Durkin 
Blue Fashers 
Fred Jordan 
Mabel Bradley 
Ben Tabier’s Bd 
Casino de Paree 
tilly Rose Rev 
Bill Robinson 
Rex Weber 
Ben Pollack Orch 
[Con Redman Orch 
Holland & June 
Saxon Sis 
Ilinda Wassau 


Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Geo Murphy 

Geo. Metaxa 
Gomez & Winona 


Chapeau Rouge 
Peppy de Albrew 
De Marcos 
lliena Strenge 
Dick Gasparre’s Or 


Club Bastile 
Spivey 
hue Hicks 
Paila Howard 
Wallace & Arnold 
Chas Columbus 
Huston & Harder 


Club Montmartre 
Charles Readers’ O 
The Murrays 
Teddy Lnych 


Cammodore Hotel 


isnam Jones Ore 
Isabel Brown 


Cotton Club 
Jimmy Luntsford O 
Dan Healy Rev 


Croydon 
Charles Eckels Ore 


Delmonico’s 


Al B white 
Val Vestoff 

3 Octaves 

Rita White 
Janice Williams 
Charlie & Louie 
Joe Venuti Orch 


El Chico 
Tanco & Lorca 
Las Ajedas 
Adeiina Duran 
Orlando Ricarde 
Ama 2 
Pilar Arcas 


Embassy 
Hay & Sabine 
Gertrude Niesen 
Jane Vance 
Jack Pettis Ore 


Essex House 
Glenn Gray Ore 


Gallagher’s 


Hen Youngman 
Gerty Dwyer 
Patsy Shaw 
Fritzie 

Marie Austin 

2 High Hatters 
Bert Goodman 
Benny Levy 
Chas Connoughton 
Reed & Gold 
Ben Horowitz 
Al Fields Orch 


Gov. Clinton Hotel 
Enoch Light Orc 


Ha-Ha Clab 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Jerry Bergan 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 





H'lyw’d Restaurant 
‘ris Adrian 
Letty Real 
Catherine O'Neil 
Jerry Lester 
Pietro Gentile 
Florence Valarez 
Kay Katye & EK 
Girl Friends 
Gary & Dixon 
Alice Kellerman 
Marion Martin 
Harriett Myrne 
Sophie Tucker 


Hotel Dixie 
Art Kahn Ore 


Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Ore 


| Hotel Montclair 
Seotti Ore 
Mario & Eulalie 


Hotel New Yorker 
| Abe Lyman Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Rubinoff 


j Jimmy Kelly’s 
Don De Leo 
Rita Renaud 
De Trio 
zx Sisters 
Jean McCauley 
f la 
i Sisters 


‘apella Orch 





i. 
‘ym 


T r A 
Lopez 


ter 


Terrace 
Shayne 

ladys Bentley 
R'b'ri'gs’ Williams 
Ted Brown Orch 


' w. 
| Kings 
| Al 


Maison Royale 


| Waish & Arnold 
Antobal Cubans 


NEW YORK CITY 


Manhattan Grill 
Tom Brown Orch 
Hans Bruno 
Meyer Orch 


Marden’s Riviera 
Variety Revue 
Emi! Coleman Orc 


Mayfair Yacht Club 
Dwight Fiske 

Maurei] & Cordova 
Walter O'Neill Ore 


Montmartre Club 
David-H’da Murray 
Teddy Lynch 
Raoul Orch 


Murray’s 
Johnny Howard 
Bobby Brinn 
Edith Lowe 
Mitzy Rouss 
Hammer & Sledge 
Ethel Agid 
Leah Lazarus 
Jim Josephs Orch 


Nellie’s Roundup 
Nellie Edwards 
Jack Davis 

Adele Ferguson 


Paradise 
Paul Whiteman Or 
NIG Rev 
Fliecia Sorrell 
C’ntess Von Loesen 
Zanette & Manon 
Ann Lee Patterson 
Nelda Kincaid 


Dixie Dunbar 
Danny Alvin Orecb 
Barbara Jason 
Edith Roark 
Jack Fulton 
Peggy Healy 

3 Rhythm Boys 
Ramona 

Goldie 

Kiobt Lawrence 
Sherr Bros 


Paramount Gril) 
Gertrude Hoffman 
Anthony Trini Orc 


Park Centra) Hote! 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriett Hilliard 
Adair & Richards 
Petit Palais 
Guy Rennie 
Frances Langford 
Rhys & Owen 
Counters Deon 
Jay Lynne 
Mile Deoris 
Crawford & Caskey 
Jolly Coburn Ore 


Pierre Restaurant 
Henry King Orch 


Place Piquale 
Harry Rosenthal) O 
Marion Chase 
Alfonzo's Bd 


Plaza Cafe 
Lou Taylor 
Irv Grasmann 
Harry Seeman 
Eddie Ashman 
Al Aeshane 


Restaurant La Rue 
Arthur Warren's O 


Russian Arte 
Joe Morantz Orcb 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Bire 
Misha Usanoff 


Samovar 
Eli Spivack 
Nina Miraeva 
Paul Zam Orc 
Johnny Russel) 


Savoy-Plaza 
Eddie Elkins Ore 


Simplon Club 
Marion Harris 
Larry Siry’s Orch 
St. Moritz Hote) 
Leon Belasco Orcb 
Vera Van 
Margarite & Leroy 


St. Regis Hotel 
Phil Harris 
Caperton & Biddle 


Small’s Paradise 
‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 
Wm Spellman 
3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 
Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 

Geo Hal! Orch 
Tavern, B’klyn 

Eddie Jackson 
Jack Murray Ore 


Vanderbilt Hotel 
Nathan Kroel's Ore 
Tie Toe Club 
Gypsy Markoff Orc 


Charles Judels 
Irene Bordonli 


Village Barn 
Puul Tremaine 
Eddie Pritchard 
Josh Medders 
Georgia Wildcats 
June Kay 
Lulu Bates 
Floria Vestoff 


Village Nut Club 
3 Roberts Bros 
Zara Lee 
Scotty Conner 
Milton Spielman Or 


Vogue 
Frances Maddux 
Waldorf-Astoria 
& Ramon 
mia Strence 
egzuera 
Cugat 
Ore 
Cre 


Fosita 

live 

ky Madr 

(avier 

Poem 

Jaffry 
Wivel Cafe 

Amy Atkinsan 

Jack Wick 

Lillian Lorraine 

Ami Pavo 

Maidie Du Fresne 


ar 
im 


Or« 
Orch 





La Salle Orch 





CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hote) 
(Walnut Room) 


Hangar 
(Hotel LaSalle) 


Helen Nafe Ivan Eppinoff 
‘ , 5 { 
Rosemary Deering Hi-Hat Club 
Manya & Martin a 
Al Zimmey 
Doris Lenihan Trudy Davidson 
Ted Weems Orch Kolya & Berte 
Margar’t Lawrence 
Boulevard Room Effie Burton 
(Hotel Stevens) Falla Sis 
Irvi G Dot Meyers 
FUIng ae Bebby Lande 
Ruth Broughton 
- 1 
Chas Agnew Orco : K-9 Club 
a Billy Brannon 
Blackhawk Half-Pint Jaxon 
Ed Casey Orc 
Deane Janis Leon La Verde 
Hal Kemp Orch Earl Partello 


‘Skinnay’ Ennis George Oliver 


Bob Nolan Maroni’s 
Rolando & Verditta 


Cafe deAlex Gwen Gordon 


Derothy Denese Neecee Shannon 
Irene George Marge & Martie 
Mary Stone Virginia Buchanan 
Evelyn Hoffman Bob Wyatt 
Enrico Clausi Maurie Moret Orch 
Sol Wagner Ore i 
Club Minuet 

Chez Paree lrudy Davidson 
Rolion & Rima Sugar’ Kennedy 
Bdna Sedgwick Mildred Morris 
Terese Rudolph Fred Casey 
Janet Reade Prank Sherman 
Harry Richman Morrie Stanton Ore 
Mitzi Young Mural Room 
Pear! Twins 


Sine Vasnenn (Brevoort Hotel) 


Eunice Healy Jaros Sis 
Vincent Lopez Ore | Paul Fay 
Gale Gipp 
Club Leisure Fay Peters 


Bob Perry’s Orch 
“Opera Club” 


Garcia 
Meagher 


Lucio 
Billy 


Joe Manni’s Orch Sewrenne Ralarne 
Betty Chase me thath ac sty Mn 

. > Bernice Stone 
Jack Sexton Jr Tom Gentry Orch 
Sugar’ Harolde Or Joce Rivas Orch 


Club La Masque Pierce & Harris 
J & B LaMarr 
Edna Leonard 
Eddie Morton 
Frane:s Stillman 
Al Garbell 


Palmer House 
Rosita & Ramon 


Harrison & Fisher 
Lowe Burnoff & W 


- : Gale Page 
Earl Willis Ore 4 Californians 
L Sianley Morner 
Club Royale Abbott Girls 
Joe Lewis Richard Cole Orch 
Nellie Nelson Paramount 


A &wN Selby 
Rose 2 
Fritz Miller Ore 


Jack Waldron 
Julia Garrity 
Miss Harriet 
Barbara Barnes 


College Inn 
Joan Andrews 


Noble Sissle Ore Babe Kane 

Paul Ash Ore aul Bachelor 

Selly Sweet 

Jack Law Playground 
Dot Culbertson 


Congress Hote) 
(Joe Urban Room) 
Art Kassel 
Robert Royce 
Cherie & Tomasita 
Carlos Molina 


Pessy Paige 
Joe Little 
Adele Gould 
Iron Elkins 
Jimmy Frances 
Milored Boline 
Lou Shatel Ore 


Rainbo Gardens 


Frank Wilson 
Dorothy Thomas 


Colosimo’s 


Dorothy Henry 
Montenegro & Dor 


Dave Malcolm Jules Stein Ore 

Jove Kivas Orch 

Countess Boriska Samovar 

Signor Barsoni Wade Booth 

Art Buckley ‘lhe Randalls 

Cole Sis Miss Capers 
Muriel Love 


Tommy Lyman 
Lyle Smith Ore 


Terrace Gardens 


Romo Vincent 
Ainsley Lambert R 
Clyde Lucas Ore 


Via Lago 


Crane Russell Orch 
Bebe Sherman 
Zita & Marcelle 


Club Alabam 


Irene Duval) 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Drake Hotel 
Lucille Johnson 
Ahi 


Armand & Diana 
Jack Wallace 
Clyde McCoy Orch 


Edgewater Beach 





Jack Housh 
Esther Todd Wanda Kay 
DeRonda & Barry Al Handler Ba 
Art Carrol) 100 Club 
iu 
’ 
; Frolic’s Edna Rush 
Wally & Ver Dyn Cele Davis 
Joe Allen Virginia Hevy 
Ginger Pearson Biliy Gray 
Ruthania & Male’m| Ethel Allis 
Evelyn Regan Myra Langford 
Evelyn Hoffman Danny Alvin Orch 





Hustries’ Protest 
Against Hamid Goes 
Before Labor Dept. 


The Hustries, aerial act, has 
complained to the state Department 
of Labor over alleged breach of 
contract by George Hamid for 
whom they played in the Christmas 
Week circus show at the Hippo- 
drome, New York. Act claims it 
was contracted for 16 days, played 
12 and was paid for seven. 

Hustries was one of two acts that 


refused to sign the release alleg- 
edly requested by Hamid from the 
entire’ troupe, Other was the 


Schwartz animal turn whose owner 
has made no complaint so far. 
August Hustrie, manager of the 
aerial turn, in his complaint, claims 
that Hamid deducted three days 
pro rata from the first week’s sal- 
ary on the ground that the first 
three days were in the nature of 
‘rehearsals’, although played to a 
paid attendance. Hamid, contends 
Hustrie, later agreed to pay off in 


full for the week if the act signed 
a release from the balance of the 
contract. Hlustrie declares he re- 
fused to sign. 


Sta 


ge 


Shows 


Drops 





witn 


Hayman Lafay¢ e, Buffalo, goes 
straight pictures next week after 
a four weeks’ try with stage shows. 
Fanchon & Marco has been bookinz 
the house. 

Leaves Mike Shea 


again alone} 


| 
in Bu | 





stage shows falo. 


NEW ACTS 


DEMAY, MOORE and MARTIN (4) 
Dancing, Comedy, Songs 

10 Mins.; Special in One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

A threesome doing a_ straight 
adagio would make a novelty these 
days. Acts of this body tossing 
category have practically all turned 
to burlesquing the routine. Some 
make the fun-poking secondary to 
an expertly plied outlay of the ada- 
gio art, while others make obvious 
their limited talents in this field by 





going strictly rough and tumble. 
DeMay, Moore and Martin come 
under the latter classification. 


Tussling and pushing around the 
three give one another extend 
through both a waltz routine and an 
Apache conception. The rough- 
housing in the former bit is divert- 
ing with the first two or three falls; 
thereafter it palls. Even with the 


Bronx cheer at the finale’ the 
Apache thing rates as a flat at- 
tempt at clowning: Between the 


waltz and Apache series of body 
slams the girl at the piano (Kay 
Noice) does warbling duty. She 
elects the torch genre of song. Hers 
is a voice that’s hard on the eare 
drums. Odec, 





ADAIR and RICHARDS (4) 
Adagio, Songs 

12 Mins.; Three and Full (Special) 
State, N. Y. 

An adagio duo performing within 
an atmospheric background plus vo- 
calizing support. Crafty production 
throughout. The turn is in three 
sections, playing each time in ‘three’ 
or ‘full.’ 

Here as finale on a five-act layout, 
the turn didn’t seem to fit, but 
standing alone it should be a nifty 
act of its kind. 

Both the first and last drops have 
explanatory tips imprinted on 
scrims, first on an Indian scene and 
lastly on an Arab scene. In each an 
adagio duo performs, likely Adair 
and Richards. 

Middle number is a cleverly de- 
signed opera burlesque showing cats 
yodeling operatically. Effect is 
through a gable painted drop with 
vocalizers in cat outfis shown 
through cutouts in the drop. Shan. 





WILLIAM HALL and Band (22) 
20 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 

There’s quantity, but the quality 
is not high in this aggregation. Wil- 
liam Hall, tall and personable bari- 
tone, used to be on CBS. This time 
he has with him, besides the band, 
the Three O’Connor Sisters, Betsy 
Doner, and Ricard and Cassell. 
Finaled here on five-act layout for 
fair reception. But the Acad may 
be no criterion. 

The specialties perform only once 
each. O'’Connor’s sing, as does Miss 
Doner. Ricard and Cassell are a@ 
boy dance duo, Miss Doner vocal- 
izes a rhythm song, while Ricard and 
Cassell tap and then interchange 
steps while clad in white flannel 
tails and hats to match. 

Stage is always in ‘full’ for every- 
thing and lighting simple. Mike 
throughout for Hall, but O’Connors 
get along without it. Shan, 





GORY and WERNER (1) 
lustrumental, Comedy 

8 Mins.; One and Two (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 

Gene Gory and Freddy Werner 
are a new combo, former late of the 
3ritton band. Both simulate musi- 
cal virtouosis in a funny way. 

Werner plies the piano until 
everything drops out of the melody 
box, and Gory busts up several fid- 
dles before he finally essays a serie 
ous piece nicely. 

A blonde introduces the pair In a 
serious way in ‘one,’ but the opening 
sequence has the pair performing in 
‘two’ and returning for a bow off. 
Girl doesn’t show after that intro. 

Deuced here on five-act bill and 
fared okay. Shan, 


Lincoln Orph’s Unit 


Lincoln, Jan. 15. 

First unit to hit here will be the 
Cecil and Sally troupe at the Or- 
pheum week of Jan. 29. Surprise 
is the placing of a stage show in the 
Orph, probably the least present- 
able house of the three vaude- 
equipped stands owned here by 
Lincoln Theatre Corp. House has 
about 1,400 seats. 

Cecil and Sally have been on the 
air via KF‘AB for four years, 





DOWNEY’S MEMPHIS $10,000 


Memphis, Jan. 15. 
Morton Downey and his unit 


broke the house record at the Orph- 
eum here by doing $10,000, 50c top, 
and four shows a day. 


‘PRINCE’ FOR B&K 





Chicago, Jan. 15. 
B. & K. is bringing in the ‘Stue 
dent Prince’ unit at the Chicago 
week of Jan. 26 
Likely to follow is Ted Lewis’ 
outht. 
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WE DO OUR PART 


eee 


15 YEARS AGO 


Variety and Clipper) 





(F'rom 


Former saloonkeepers were look- 
ing around for picture theatres as 
their next activity. Preference for 
600 seaters, 





Some talk of William J. Bryan for 
vaudeville, but off when managers 
figured his recent bounce as Sec. 
of State might lead him to denounce 
the administration. 





Nick Hufford, who had been do- 
ing a single while Del Chain served 
in the army, took Chain back. He 
was getting $200 as a single, and 
the duo could get only $225, but it 
went. 





Booking office was shutting acts 
that played for the Shubert Sunday 


concerts, 





Famous Players annual report 
showed a turnover of $20,000,000 
with epidemic closings costing $1,- 
250,000. Foreign business around 
$3,000,000. 





tivoli, N. Y., open only the latter 
part of 1918, showed a _ profit of 
$21,000 with the Rialto netting 
$150,000 on the year. 





Jos. S. Klein and Anna Green 
bought from the Rosenberg Oper- 
ating Co. the nine years remaining 
on the lease of the 14th St. theatre. 





Shuberts were suing the Chicago 
Post for several million dollars on 
various alleged libels. Didn't get it. 





Equity tipped that in the middle- 
west stage hands were being used 
for bits in several shows. Saved 
salaries. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 








Managers kicking at a raise in 
theatre insurance rates, due to the 
recent burnings of two theatres. 
Complained a fire always hoisted 
the ante. 





W. W. Cole closed his circus 


Christmas after a tour of 216 days. 





Panorama business shot. Owner 
of one of the Hibernicons was con- 
ductor on a street car. 

Richard Mansfield and Richard 
Outram, his leading man, in a fight 
in Louisville. Woman objected to a 
story Mansfield told, Outram sec- 
onded the motion and the two men 
No decision, but Outram 
Case didn't come to 





clinched. 
out of his job. 
trial. 


Standard theatre, recently de- 
stroyed by fire, was to be rebuilt. 
Mortagee had a contract with the 
owner to return the house to him 
at a specified time and non-provi- 
sion made against fire. New house 
was razed when that block was 
taken for Gimbel’s store. 


London theatre, on the Bowery, 
narrowly escaped being destroyed 
by fire when two adjacent buildings 
burned down, 





Mrs. John Drew ran over from 
Baltimore to o. o. her Arch St. the- 
atre, Phila. Out with Jefferson and 
playing only one or two nights a 
week. 





Mme. Janauschek refused to play 
a matinee in New Haven because 
the admission was only two bits. 
Upped to half a dollar and she 
played, but to poor business, Con- 
tended the smaller price was an in- 
sult to an artist. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


First Broadway play to be patronized this season by Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt proved a sad occasion all around. Mrs. Roosevelt chose to 
see ‘Re-Echo’ to honor an old-time friend, Carlotta Nillson, who was 
making her return in the piece. Opening day, however, Miss 
Nillson retired from the cast due to inner squabbling, with Mrs. Roose- 
velt’'s attending anyway, because of not knowing the situation. Besides 
Mrs. Roosevelt, the party included Frances Perkins, Secretary of Labor, 
and other government officials. 

‘Re-Echo's’ troubles started in Philadelphia during the week prior to 
Broadway. Author, I. J. Golden, and the producer, Carol Sax, were 
squabbling with Golden finally insisting on closing the shows because 
he felt Sax's production was inadequate. Sax refused to close with 
Golden then applying for an injunction. i0olden, however, compromised 
with the production to go on only if Miss Nillson were taken from the 
cast. Sax, in order to come in to New York, agreed though to show his 
feelings on the subject he sat with Miss Nillson at the opening per- 
formance. 

Mrs. Charles Coburn was sent for to replace Miss Nillson and re- 
hearsal one full day. But she became ill and had to retire. Margaret 
Gateson was then paged but bowed out on the plea she couldn’t make it 
in time. Opening night the role was played by Florence Walcott, under- 
study for Miss Nillson. 


stage 


Several members of the family of the late Joe Leblang have gone to 
court in an effort to collect specific bequests set forth in the ticket 
magnate’s will, The widow, who married William Jasie, an attorney, 
last year, contended that the estate was insolvent, which would explain 
Why the bequests were not paid. 

Most recent court action by a beneficiary was filed by Mrs. Sadie 
Rosenbaum, Leblang'’s adopted sister, who complained to the surrogate 
that Mrs, Jasie had received $110,000 in salary during the past two 
years, an amount she contends is excessive. She claims that the estate 
was solvent, according to an audit made by an accountant retained 
by her counsel, Bennett Siegelstein. Mrs. Rosenbaum seeks the bal- 


against the estate. 

Leblang was reputedly worth $10,000,000. 
purchased the Longacre Building at 
property adjoining the Fitzgerald Building which he already owned. 
This purchase gave him possession of an entire block frontage on 
Broadway upon which he planned to erect an office building. Only 
beneficiary to have received his bequest in full is said to have been 


About five years ago he 
Broadway and 42nd street, that 


ance of $17,500 which she agreed to accept in settlement of her claim | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures : 


———$—n 
— 





Except for disputing receiver allowance and opposing reorganization 
plans, few moves appear to remain for attorneys who have harassed 
Paramount under its bankruptcy adjudication, Samuel Zirn, in his last 
move to oust the receivers of Par on appeal from an unfavorable de. 
cision in the lower courts, has been the most active and while the Cir. uit 
Court of Appeals affirmed the lower court's decision, Zirn may still go 
into the State courts where he once brought a bondholder action and 
succeeded in getting an injunction against release of any funds by Film 
Production Corp. This is the Par subsid set up to hold negatives which 
went into hock for the now famous $13,000,000 loan. 

Saul E, Rogers’ next threatened move is a demand upon the present 
Par trustees to take action on a basis of the testimony of Adolph Zukor, 
Ralph A. Kohn and John D. Hertz in referee proceedings. Both Zirn 
and Rogers are behind bondholder suits which Par has made no motion 
to settle, though the company paid off A. C. Blumenthal when he sued 
as a bondholder to set aside the $13,000,000 bank loan transaction on 
the ground it violated indenture of bonds. 





Some of the Coast bunch are snickering at Harry Cohn over ‘Lets 
Fall in Love’ (Col), which Felix .oung produced and David Burton 
directed. If the feature gets over with the public that snicker will prob- 
ably turn into an outright laugh. 

It was a dog fight all the way between Cohn and Young, with the 








William Kaufman, Leblang’s personal attorney. That, too, was a} 
settlement. 


An example of an apathetic attitude of newspapers towards co-oper- 
ating with the theatre is that in an upstate New York city where a 
dramatic stock company has just folded after four weeks. Business 
conditions in the city are not of the best and this was reflected in the 
patronage for the stock. One morning and one evening newspaper in 
the city, but except for photos of the players prior to the opening, the 
papers only gave perfunctory attention to the shows. This amounted 
to the usual weekly reviews, requiring less than a half column of type. 
The theatre took good-sized ad space, however. 

On the other hand, these papers devour anything offered them per- 
taining to a local group of amateurs who naturally were opposition for 
the stock, Amateur group is composed of more or less wealthy localites 
who buy no advertising for their stage venture. Result was that the 
stock company's fold ended a payroll of close to $800 a week and the 
ad revenue to the newspaper likewise ceased, 


Stipulation in the managers-authors agreement requiring a Broadway 
engagement of not less than three weeks in order for the producer to 
participate in the picture rights money, shuts out Morris Green and 
Frank McCoy on any such coin from the flock of shows they tried out 
at Jackson Heights (suburban New York) [ast summer, One of their 
tries, ‘Strictly Dynamite,’ has been sold for the screen, and negotiations 
are on for ‘Etienne,’ ‘Racket’s End’ and ‘East of the Sun,’ all of which 
went on at the Heights. 

Two of the Morris-McCoy shows were presented on Broadway but 
only one (‘The Curtain Rises’) played beyond the picture limit. It is 
not reported sold for pictures as yet. 


Nine members of the family of the late Charles A, Levy have served 
notice they will contest the will. There are six bequests amounting to 
$30,000. Those named to receive $5,000 each are Saul Abraham, Frances 
Marshall, Joe Newman, Sam Roth, Louis Scadron and Sol Levy. 

Levy is a brother and not among the contestants. Miss Marshall, 
Abraham and Scadron were friends, the latter also the decedent's at- 
torney. Roth and Newman are employed in the Broadway ticket agency 
of which Levy owned 49%. His interest in the ticket business was 
bequeathed to Scadron and Roth equally. Al Jones owns the balance 
of the stock. 


Earl Simmons, who committed suicide by gas in New York last 
Wednesday (10) was formerly a playwright and earlier was on the stage. 
l'ailure to secure backing for a new play led to finale despondency. 
Tragic angle was revealed when it became known that a friend had 
secured the necessary finances for the show's production and was on his 
way to break the good news. 

Simmons started production of a play several years ago in association 
with Jack Bohn, but it was abandoned during rehearsals. 





Broadway reviewers didn’t like ‘Come of Age’, the Clemence Dane 
drama with music which opened at Maxine Elliott's, New York, Friday 
(12). Notice which attracted most attention was that of John Ander- 
son's, whose review was in rhyme. 


The false teeth used by Basil Sydney as an aid in changing his 
countenance in “The Dark Tower’ cost $350. Management received so 
many bids from stock companies for the rights that the matter of the 
teeth arose. 

Inquiry resulted that the ‘dining furniture’ could be duplicated for 
$25. Screen rights were sold for $35,000, which took the show out of 
the red, 


Upon perusing the published script of ‘The Lake’ as originally done 
in London, the New York dramatic critics made voluminous comment 
on what is the matter with the play which brought Katharine Hepburn 
back to Broadway from Hollywood. The changes were ordered by Jed 
Harris, the producer, and the script was revised by Geoffrey Kerr at 
Harris’ direction. 


Legit agency permit issued to the Morrison & Winkler agency has 
been transferred by Equity to Charlie Morrison, 

Morrison took over the office upon dissolving partnership with Danny 
Winkler. Latter has made application for his own permit. 


lander play, ‘The Locked Room,’ to make their Broadway debuts at the 
Ambassador (the play lasted only a week) denies that she is related 
to the Sinclair oil family or that she provided any of the financial back- 








Nena Sinclair, one of the three actresses in the Schlessinger-Fried- | 





ing for the piece. 


studio head giving the producer a hard ride throughout the making of 
the picture. Cohn didn’t like the story, threw out the musical director, 
wasn't impressed with Harriett Lake, the ingenue, and evidently thought 
the whole thing was bad. He even shipped the picture before the final 
preview. 

This preview took place because the studio, as stipulated, had to take 
action on Miss Lake's option five days after such a viewing. The giggle 
is that the studio bunch think the film is all right despite Cohn. 





Division Five of the NRA—the section created to handle amusement 
codes—rapidly is assuming the status of a major arm of the new deal. 
Following promotion of Sol A. Rosenblatt to the rank of Divisional 
Adininistrator, Gen. Hugh S. Johnson last week upped assistant deputy 
William P, Farnsworth to the post of full deputy and assigned Wil- 


j liam L. Doherty, former newspaper correspondent, to Farnsworth’s old 


place, 
Doherty, who will accompany Rosenblatt on his trip to Hollywood,’ 
recently tossed up his job with Universal Service in resentment at 


Hearst editorial policy and criticisn. by Hearst papers of the NRA and 
has been working in NRA’s Blue Eagle division. 


‘YYaving come to rely on leg and lingerie art from studios to dress up 


| their pages, newspapers throughout the country are starting to object 
| to the Hays and U. C. code ban on these photographs. 


No open complaint has been made or concerted action taken, but 
press agents claim they can already hear the mutiering of city editors 
who are shy their customary pile of studio leg art. Dailies have been 
going back into files to find hot photos of film femmes still worth 
printing and some say they intend keeping this practice up if they 
have to dig back so far as Theda Bara, 


Leslie Howard is drawing salary from Radio, awaiting start of ‘Of 
Human Bondage,’ which is not slated to get away for three weeks. 
Player, who signed to make that picture first upon his return from 
England, will swing over to Warners on its completion on his contract 
there. 

Warners and Radio were getting together on agreement for Howard 
to make ‘British Agent’ at Warners before ‘Of Human Bondage’, but 
Warner execs figured to let the player finish all prior commitments 
before starting his contract with them. 


Newly organized Minneapolis Citizens’ Film Council, formed by rep- 
resentatives of 50 civic organizations to help boost worth-while screen 
entertainment, will rate all pictures released here according to their edu- 
cational and entertainment value, according to the announcement of 
Dr. Ray Knight, its head. Ratings will designate whether pictures are 
suitable for family entertainment. Efforts will be made to enlist patrone 
age for outstanding films. 


Whether clubwomen patronize the same type pictures they recome 
mend is one of the points of interests to producers to be decided by 
ballot of some 18,000 members of the California Federation of Women’s 
Clubs in the five Southern California counties by Feb. 1. This infore- 
mation will come through a vote to determine the 10 best pix of the 
year from the social point of view, rather than the merely educational 
or entertainment values. 


Niven Busch has been appointed west coast correspondent for Time 
magazine, and will handle reviews of the more important pictures and 
other local assignments for the weekly. 

He will handle the post in addition to his duties as a writer on the 
Warner scenario staff. Busch’s brother, Noel, is currently covering 
film reviews for Liberty in New York, using the by line of Beverly Hills, 


Metro is so convinced on the advisability of reshooting portions of 
films for foreign showing that an average of one out of every five M-G 
pics is done over. Last to get the treatment was ‘Eskimo’. Since com- 
pany has been watching itself carefully it figures it’s actually way ahead 
despite the trouble and expense involved. 

Two veteran Pathe executives under Joseph P. Kennedy in that picture 
company are with him in the latter’s liquor importing and distributing 
business. They are Ted O'Leary, general sales manager of Somerset 
Importers, who occupied that same post with Pathe, and Tom Dele- 
hanty, sales assistant. Delehanty was Pathe’s foreign distribution chief. 

Authors of ‘Me And the King’, which Mae West wants Paramount to 
buy for her, are both connected with royalty. Alexis Thurn-Taxis is 
one of the writers, and Marcel Ventura, KNX singer, is the other. 

Story has a background of European royalty and Miss West will prob- 
ably write the dialog herself if the sale is completed, 





Radio advertising on Francis Lederer, in ‘Man of Two Worlds’ 
this is his first film. Actually, Lederer has been in a number of films 
abroad. He came to prominence in Europe chiefly through his films 

Several of Lederer’s German films have been seen in New York. 


, is that 


A regular feature film is being used in many cities to flank the Ford 
Motor company’s commercial, ‘These Thirty Years’. The regular release 
is given secondary billing but the names of its stars are newspaper- 
advertised. 


Metro's ‘Rip Tide’ is working on a closed set. Nervousness of Norms 
Shearer, due to this being her first film in over a year, and the fact that 
an imported star in the cast is having trouble remembering lines is 
reported the reason. 


Thé Fox annual statement, due in the spring, will be the best since 
Sidney R. Kent took hold as president of the company two years 289 
ie the advance report. 
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Harpo Marx Seems Very Serious Over 
The Serious-Minded Vodka Theatre 


Harpo Marx went to tussia as a 


eomedian and came back a 
sayer. The fortunes he tells about 
are those of the Russian theatre. 
And they are fortunes, indeed. 


sooth- 


The Russian theatre, Harpo siys, 
is the strongest in the world. And 
if people still want to think of him 
as a comic only, he has the cor- 
roboration of Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne on the_ subject. They 
were there at the same time. 

‘orget the comedy,’ says Harpo 
sLet’s look at the thing seriously. 
without clowning. I never met a 
group of people who take their the- 


7 





| 
atre so much to heart, who study | 


and work at theatre more earnestly. 


or who have more to offer, than the | 


Russians. 

‘They rehearse a 
months or a year. Then, if they’re 
not absolutely certain, they re- 
hearse it a couple of more months. 
Every actor is a star, studied and 
learned and capable. Expense is no 
objective—the government pays the 
bills. So how can they miss? How 
ean they do anything except put on 
plays that grip and hold the audi- 
ence?’ 

Even for a vaudeville act, 
Harpo. He got a couple Russians 
to work with him in a turn when 
he reached there. They insisted on 
rehearsal after rehearsal until they 
had the whole thing letter perfect. 
They wouldn’t go on and try it, or 
ad lib. People out front had a 
right to expect a perfect perform- 
ance, they figured. 

Respect—Nuthin’ Else But 

And it’s great to be an actor in 
Russia, says Harpo. Actors are 
artists over there, he says. They 
get respect. 

Harpo didn’t expect as much re- 
spect as he got when he went 
over. He went over to play mu- 
sic hall dates and thought it might 
be interesting, but it proved more 
than that. The way he happened 
to go to Russia is something. Alex- 
ander Woollcott was there a year or 
so ago and told the Muscovites 


play for nine 


says 


about Harpo. Walter Duranty, 
New York Times’ correspondent 
there, seconded the motion. The 


Russians decided they’d like to look 
at the fellow, so they invited him. 

He did a 25 minute act for a full 
seven days in Leningrad and played 
two concert dates in Moscow. One 
was for an audience composed com- 
pletely of actors, ballet dancers, and 
other stage folks from the various 
art theatres in Mocow. That was 
an audience, says Harpo, to remem- 
ber. 

‘They’ve had a tough time in 
Russia,’ he explains. ‘Money was 
hard to get. The world didn’t ap- 
prove of their politics. All kinds 
of wrangles. But the artists were 
left pretty much alone, with per- 
mission to work and study. Maybe 
they were off the track here and 


there. Maybe they were forced off 
the track. Doesn't matter. What 
counts is that they studied and 


made themsel:es pliable and cap- 
able. 

‘Now, with recognition, with the 
world opening up for them, they’re 
going places. And they can teach 
us, the rest of the world, a lot. 

‘That’s for stage and that’s for 
pictures. Maybe we haven't liked 
some of their films so much re- 
cently, but they were studying and 
working out formulas, Now watch 
their steam. Because in films again 
they have the same advantage over 
us as in legit. Time means very 
little. When a director and a com- 
pany go out to make a picture that’s 
the last that’s heard of them for a 
year or two. When they come back 
they've got a real worth-while film.’ 

At this point Harpo almost began 
to tell a funny incident about his 
Russian trip. About the time Pre- 
mier Litvinoff imitated the spoon 
business, or the time when Harpo 
helped put up the first American 
flag in years in Moscow, over the 
Metropole Hotel, with the resultant 


confusion. But he couldn’t tell the 
fags. He was doing straight this 
time. 


_ ‘Besides,’ he explained, confiden- 
tially, ‘I’ve got to save the gags 
for an article I’m writing for Col- 
lier’s, they’re paying for it.’ 


ARBITRATION ON ROSS 


Equity will arbitrate the $143 
salary claim of the Shuberts against 
Don Ross of the ‘Follies.’ 

Shuberts claim Ross missed 
rehearsals in Boston 





two 











Ideal Job 


living in Westches- 
from a nervous 
breakdown is a lover of the 
theatre. After a talk with the 


Woman 


ter recover ing 


doctor, her husband got the 
idea that she would recover 
more quickly if some affable 


actor joined the household and 
ad-libbed with the wife about 
the stage and its people. Al- 
ternative would be the quiet 
of a sanitarium. 

Husband applied to Equity for 
a candidate. Requirements are 
that he be able to drive a car, 
use of which he can have per- 
sonally in the evenings. The 
man was referred to the Act- 
ors Dinner Club. 











Foundation’ Solicitation 
Stuff Up in Court Again 


Memorial Foundation’ 


was again brought under judicial 
observation in New York last week 
when Herman Rappaport was 
arraigned before Magistrate August 
Dreyer for soliciting funds without 
a permit. Activities of the 
‘Foundation’ have been objected to 
by the Actors’ Fund, Equity and 
ABA. 

Rappaport, in solicting donations 
over the telephone is alleged to 
have claimed that he was Bert Ly- 
tell. Latter denied that he author- 
ized use of his name. The accused 
is charged with repeating himself 
when asking Antoinette Perry for 
a donation. Previously Rappaport 
approached Miss Perry, who is ac- 
tive in the Stage Relief Fund, but 
failed to recognize her when he 
called at her apartment and alleg- 
edly accepted a check. Following 
that he was arrested on charges 
filed by Miss Perry with the Dis- 
trict Attorney. 

‘Foundation’ is allegedly headed 
by Major Edith Ward, who last 
summer was fined $500 and given 
a suspended sentence of 30 days on 
a similar charge. Miss Ward, when 
called to the stand, was unable to 
remember any details about her of- 
fice. When asked by John J. Sulli- 
van, assistant prosecutor, whether 
there were any books recording 
collections, she said didn’t 
know. Rappaport’s sister thereupon 
turned over the books which dis- 
closed that an average of $125 was 
collected daily. 

The d.a. then asked for her ar- 
rest. Judge Dreyer adjourned the 
case until today (Tuesday). 

It was the second hearing in the 
Rappaport case. In the first hear- 
ing Miss Perry was given a sum- 
mons while she was in the en- 
closure near the bench. Miss Ward 
was the complainant and it was 
presumed that she charged slander. 
Judge Dreyer severely criticized the 
service and told Miss Perry it was 
illegal. 


$3.30, Like All the 
Rest, for ‘Mahogany 


Plan to charge $5.50 for opening 


‘Actors’ 


one 


she 
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night tickets for ‘Mahogany Hall,’ 
which premiered at the _ Bijou, 
New York, Wednesday (17) was 


scratched when the management 
slept on it. Now the regular scale 
will be topped at $3.30. Announce- 
ment of the high price attracted at- 
tention. 

‘Hall’ was tried out last summer 
at Provincetown, Mass., where the 
producer, John R. Sheppard, jr., 
conducts summer stock. Frank A. 
Buchanan, who was associated with 
him in previous production tries, is 
not concerned with this show. He 
is an artist and is currently occu- 
pied with designing labels for whis- 
key bottles. 

Show takes its title from a one- 
time notorious 
13th street, Washington, D. C. 


SHORE WITH H. & W. 


William has been named 
general stage manager for Harmon 
& Ullman and will be connected in 
that capacity with al] the company’s 
productions. 

Shore is 


Shore 


just 
wood, where he did 
for Paramount 


back from Holly- 
some directin:z 


| Miss 
| 


establishment on | 


SARGENT FOR FROMAN 


Fortnight Replacement— 
Miss Froman Ili 


‘Follies’ 





Jean Sargent went into the ‘Fol- 
lies, Winter Garden, New York. last 
| night (Monday), replacing Jane 


was forced out by a 
Doctor or 


who 
breakdown. 


Froman 
nervous 


{dered Miss Froman to Florida and 
she left for Miami Sunday night 
Miss Sargent went in on 24 hours 
notice. 

Froman will be away two 


weeks and goes back into the show | 


upon returning. She will also miss 
her broadcasts on CBS for the next 
two weeks, 


NOT SHUBERTS 
LAWYER —KLEIN 








‘I'm not the Shubert lawyer,’ 
claimed William Klein when served 
with papers to for »* the payment 
of royalties to Owen Murphy, 
of the composers of ‘Hold 
Horses.’ 

Murphy was given an 
full by arbitration, even the 
bert man on the board voting in his 
favor. At the hearing three law- 
yers—Klein and two attorneys in 
his office—were present to ‘fig t’ 
for J. J. Shubert. 

Shubert was ordered to pay of 
Murphy within five days. After he 
delayed the payment of royalties for 


Your 


award in 
Shu- 


two weeks, Harry A. Bloomberg, 
attorney for the composer, went 
into court and secured summary 
judgment. 

Composer received the money 
last week, and when the show 
played Philadelphia his name, 
which had been absent from the 


billing since the tryout in Boston, 
was inserted ir the program, 

Klein has been on the Shubert 
payroll since the firm’s early days 
and is still known as their lawyer. 
His written denial followed Bloom- 
berg’s move for summary judg¢- 
ment. 

By establishing the validity of 
Murphy’s contract the way has 
been paved for charges to be made 
to the ecuncil of the Dramatists’ 
Guild, which could lead to J. J. 
Shubert’s suspension as a manager 
in good standing. Manager testi- 
fied at the arbitration hearing that 
the composer 
heafsals. Murphy’s son, Johnny, 
and others testified that Murphy 
was present until after an argu- 
ment with J. J., who then barred 
Murphy from _ rehearsals. That 
was but one of the disputes that 





one | 


failed to attend re- | 


150 Actors Register Ist Day for 
Stock Under CWA’s $28,000 Grant 





An Answer 
what 
more 


Showman who knows 


it is all about secured 
advantageous than 
usual in booking a into 


a Shubert theatre near Broad- 


terms 
show 


way. 

That impelled Lee Shubert 
to mildly protest: ‘Say, you 
are mean to me.’ 

‘That's the only way I can 


get an even break,’ replied the 
manager 











+ 


Monday (15) was the busiest day 


iround Equity’s New York offices 
since strike times 

It became known that unem- 
ployed actors will be aided by the 
Federal government through its 
Civil Works Administration, which 


had made an initial grant of $28,000 
to be expended in stock presenta- 
tions by 10 companies employing 
150 players. That many actors filed 
applications for engagements on 
the first day. 

Plan is to present a selected list 
of plays in school auditoriums, hos- 
pitals and other institutions, no ad- 





TIEGFELD FROLIC IDEA 


ATOP WINTER GARDEN 


Shuberts are seeking a floor show 
revival of the 
time over the 
York, where 
Spot is the 
now a taxi 


idea for a proposed 
Ziegfeld this 
Winter New 
the ‘Follies’ is current. 
old Plantation club, 
dancehall. 

Shuberts’ open it 
around Feb. 15, in connection with 
the show downstairs, as a supper 
club. Understood the Ziegfeld 
Frolic name, which used to draw 
atop the New Amsterdam theatre, 
will be used. 


Frolic, 
Garden, 


propose to 


No Troupes Available, 
Lyceum, Roch., to Stock 


Rochester, Jan. 15. 
Failing to get road companies, the 
Lyceum theatre is to have its own 
stock. Manager Hattie Lutt is in 
New York recruiting talent. 
Newspapers ready to give 
plenty of support. 


plan 


,;mission to be charged. Although 
| plans are not final, it is proposed to 
jhave five companies of 20 players 
each and five companies with casts 
of 10 players each, as a starter. 
Players will receive from $25 to 
$3) weekly, according to the parts, 
| Enough money has been appropri- 
ated to keep the 10 companies play- 
ing well into spring, by which time 
it is hoped the movement will 
spread and more money allowed by 
CWA, one of the newer federal 
agencies battling the depression. 

Shows may start rehearsal imme- 
diately. Playwrights have been 
asked to waive royalties and several 
volunteered their services as 
directors. Latter, when paid, are to 
receive $35 weekly. While the pres- 
ent activity is reported confined to 
the New York area, other key cities 
|may be supplied with shows simi- 
larly. Opening date set is Jan. 30, 
with the actors to be paid during 
rehearsals, 

Mrs. Sabin Aids 

Rehearsal pay is particularly 
pleasing to Equity through whose 
efforts Federal support is credited. 
Mrs. Emily Holt, of Equity’s legal 
force, is named as having suc- 


have 





marked the preparation of ‘Horses,’ 

the other authors and the show’s 

star, Joe Cook, being involved. 
After being called by Cook, Shu- 








bert declared he would send ‘Horses’ 
to the road in eight. weeks. It left 


the Winter Garden ir 10 weeks, one 
of the shortest engagements for a 
major musical in that house. 
Bloomberg secured affidavits 
|} from the American Arbitration As- 
| sociation and the Dramatists’ Guild 
| to the effect that Klein acted in the 
Murphy case. He served no notice 
of having withdrawn. The award 
established breaches of the Basic 
}Minimum Agreement. Delay in the 
| payment also was a breach. 





Dramatic Critics Box Score 





John Brown, of the Post, whose 


heels haven't been seen by all the 
boys at any one time since back in 
'30-'31, is showing ’em to the pack 
at this mid-season accounting of the 
New York first stringers on their 
critical hits and misses. 

As the legit season of ’33-’34 and 
VARIETY’S llth annual box score 
reach the haif way mark, Brown is 
in the lead with a percentage of .900 
for 45 correct predictions out of 50 
tries. Gilbert Gabriel (American), 
leader in the final score for the past 
two years, is currently in third 
place with .836, while John Ander- 
son (Journal) moves up from third 
to second at .839. Brooks Atkinson 
(Times), who is snapping up his 
notices by becoming humorist, is 
fourth at .818. Outside of some 
shuffling on individual places, the 
first division remains unchanged. 
The previously mentioned four or- 
acles have been up there or there- 
abouts for a long while now. 

Second division has a new face, 
3ernard Sobel of the Mirror, and 
there has been some slight shifting 
around in that bracket also, but ex- 
cept for Sobel the personne! is the 
tichard Lockridge (Sun) is up 





Same. 


(Telegram) also 
From bot- 


|Robert Garland 
}does a little climbing. 
| tom at the finish of last season, 
| Garland is now sixth. Burns Mantle 
| (News) is seventh, Sobel is next- 
| to-closing and Perey Hammond 
| (Herald) is riding in the caboose. 


| 3ut the boys are not having such | 


ja tough time. The managers have 


jrung in a few Saturday night open- | 


ings on them, a la Hitler, but have 
jatoned by providing more 
than This season in 


' 
ment penal 


jtwo notches to fifth position, while | 


amuseé- | 


jevery respect has been better than 
j last. 

Up to Jan. 6, the ‘as of’ date for 
{sae computation, 64 new shows had 


come in. This is two less than the 
same period last year. But this 
year there have been 20 in-the- 


money shows, classing either as hits 
or moderate successes. A year ago 
this time there were but 15 in this 
category. The critics have sat 
through 44 flops this year as against 
51 at the half-way mark last season. 

Both the producers and reviewers 
have shown marked improvement in 
their guessing. Producers edge into 
the .300 class for the first time since 
the birth of Mickey Mouse, hitting 
.313 currently on the basis of 20 suc- 
in 64 attempts. That's 86 
percentage points better than their 
average for the same period last 
season. The critics’ combined cur- 
rent batting average is .796, almost 
100 points over the normal of recent 
mid-season averages. 

Mantle has witnessed the most 
|}Shows thus far, 59, and Sobel the 
lleast, 38. There is a noticeable de- 
cline in ‘no opinion’ reviews. Three 
{of the nine critics have taken a 
definite stand on all shows caught, 
| and only 15 ‘no verdict’ reviews are 
recorded for the entire league, 
| Like the guy who would still be 
ichamp if he hadn’t stuck out his 
|}chin, VARIETY would be batting .1000 
if it hadn’t guessed wrong three 


cesses 

















|} times out of 64 There’s a rumor | 
| current that Variety's batting aver- | 
ages will never be the sort to 
|be sneezed at as long as VARIETY 
keeps its own box score, but this] 
|}paper has occasionally trailed some 
of the boys on the dailies, much to 
the box core keey annoyance 
| who has to listen to the alibis and 
squawks of Varirry’s reviewers 


cessfully contacted the CWA heads. 
She was aided by Mrs. Charles 
Sabin, social registrite, prominent 
in the anti-prohibition movement, 
At Equity’s suggestion Margaret 
Smith was placed in charge of this 
new Federal project, with David 
Burton named as her assistant. 
New York state through its local 
boards of education originated a 
similar type of aid to professionals 
llast summer when the Playground 
Players was formed in Nassau 
county (Long Island). That unit 
is still operating in school audi- 
toriums, current play being ‘Seven 
Red Elephants’ mystery drama. 





Playgrounders were paid $18 
weekly at the start, but now re- 
ceive $25. They have made a 





profit of $8,000 to date. Money has 
| been turned over to local unemploy- 
ment relief bodies in the various 
communities and some devoted to 
Christmas food baskets. State 
recently authorized a similar com- 
and 


|} pany for Westchester county, 
the unit is now rehearsing. 

It has been proposed to CWA that 
similar stock units be formed for 
touring purposes, also vaudeville 
units which would alternate in vari- 
ous stands. The Playground Play- 
ers started with 10 in the cast, but 
now has 17. 

Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

There is no chance of the CWA 
helping the out-of-work Hollywood 
extra, at least in the same manner 
as it is now intending to aid the 
legit actor in New York. This was 
pointed out by picture leaders Mon- 
day (15) who said that it is all 
right for the Government to pay 
the legiter for appearing in free 
shows but that it would be too cost- 
ly a proposition to make pictures 
just to take up the slack in Holly- 
wood's ranks of the unemployed. 


Oliver Morosco Hurt 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 

Oliver Morosco was treated for 
|painful injuries to face and body 
jin Hollywood Receiving Hospital 
jafter being found dazed on Holly- 
;} wood Boulevard early Sunday (14) 
| morniae, He could not account for 
‘his injuries. 

Morosco told police he lost con- 
sciousness while walking on the 
‘treet and must have fallen. 




















Smal] Audience—No Concert 
Dallas, Jan. 15. 
Thomas came to 
for a concert at 
but left without 


John Charles 
}town Monday (8) 
the Auditorium, 

| giving it 
Not enough advance sale, 


Saline ptiemmememeanens see ee 
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New Brokers’ Plan Would Limit 


Times Sq. Outlets to 4; 75¢ Okay 





Broadway's ticket brokers and 
the ticket committee of the Legiti- 
mate Theatre Code Authority will 
£0 into session Wednesday (17) to 


discuss a new plan for controlling 
and possibly further decreasing al- 
leged agency evils. 

Meeting is regarded as all impor- 
tant to the brokers, because if the 
new idea is tried it may force most 


agencies out of business or com- 
pel them to combine. 

Plan set forth at great length, 
covering 20 pages of typewritten 


matter, is described as a variation 


of the central ticket proposal. In 
gist the new idea would spot but 
four agencies within the Times 


Square zone and provide that each 
have at least 10 branches in other 
districts for the purpose of having 
the widest possible distribution. 
The present rules calling for a 
limit of not more than 75c above the 
box office price for lower floor seats 
and 50c premium for balcony seats, 
would be retained. Plan, which is 
sponsored by Brock Pemberton, 
chairman of the managerial ticket 
group, is the answer to the agencies’ 
complaint that there are not enough 
tickets available for them to make 
a profit at 75c resale limit. 
ty compressing the number of 
agencies and thereby reducing oper- 
ating costs, new plan’s sponsors say 
that the increased sales will solve 
the brokers’ problem. It is ex- 
pected, of course, that the amount 
of .gypping will be further de- 
creased. 
Three Managers 
Plan calls for three salaried ex- 
ecutives as managers. Idea pro- 
posed by Frank Gillmore, who is on 
the Code committee, appears to 
have been brushed aside. His calls 
for no reserved seats, first come 
first served. Others believe such a 
»plan would wipe out the legit by 
chasing away all class patronage. 
With Administrator Sol Rosen- 
blatt sitting in at the Code Author- 
ity session last week, the two agen- 
cies charged with selling tickets at 
more than the premium limit were 
suspended for one week each. In 
the case of Leo Newman there were 
two cases of violation of the rules, 
sale of tickets for ‘As Thousands 
Cheer’ and ‘She Loves Me Not.’ As 
for ‘Cheer,’ the broker contended 
the sale was not made by his agency 
and the tickets were not his loca- 
tions. 
Attorney Stanley Flower, acting 
for Newman and the Warfield 
brothers, whose Library agency 
also violated the rules, did not deny 
the charges, but thought the one 
instance was not proven. Rosen- 
blatt thought otherwise and was for 
ruling out Newman for two weeks. 
When it was stated that the Mu- 
sic Box (where ‘Cheer’ is spotted) 
had withdrawn allotments from the 
agency for three weeks (also the 
Library), the administrator agreed 
on the one-week suspension. 


Weinberger ‘Prosecutor’ 

Milton Weinberger, an attorney 
associated with William Klein, the 
Shubert lawyer, acted as ‘prosecu- 
tor’. Explanation was that Wein- 
berger volunteered to do it for 
nothing and Rosenblatt accepted, 
removing from him the burden of 
examining the witnesses. 

Charges of irregularity against 
Jed Harris in handling the tickets 
for ‘The Lake’ at the Beck theatre 
were considered and several wit- 
nesses were called, but no decision 
reached. Report was that Harris 
has an arrangement with the the- 
atre whereby he controls the dis- 
tribution of most of the preferred 
tickets, which is contrary to the li- 
cense rules. There was a general 
denial of the charges that certain 


unlicensed agencies paid ‘ice’ for 
‘Lake’ tickets. 
The agency men had an inning 


with Rosenblatt over the rule ob- 
jected to by all brokers. It con- 
cerns the prohibition of one agency 
trading or selling tickets to an- 
other. Brokers seek the privilege 
, of such interchange, on the claim 
that if one agency cannot sell its 
allotment another should have the 
right to take over such unsold tick- 
ets rather than have them sent back 
to the box office. 

Want Interchange 

Brokers also asked the adminis- 
trator to favor a change in the in- 
terchange rule which would permit 
each broker to collect 75c profit. 
That would raise the premium to 
$1.50. Zosenblatt 1s reported to 
have said that the interchange be- 





+ 


UNION OKAYS CLOSING, 





York Feb. il and goes on the road 
for the rest of the season. Insuf- 
ficient biz forced Maurice Schwartz 
to ask the Yiddish Actors’ Union, 
branch of Equity, to allow a fold- 
up. Yiddish legit troupes are al- 
ways signed on a full season basis 
of 32 weeks minimum. Union set 
the New York closing date. 

Union also had a problem in the 
matter of the Ludwig Satz troupe 
at the Public theatre. Company 
supposedly has the biggest current 
hit on Second avenue, but claims it 
can’t pay expenses because of debts 
contracted earlier in the season. 
Union okayed a $10 per person 
payoff to the entire cast Saturday 
(13). During the week salaries for 
the future will be figured out, with 
an all-around cut of some sort ar- 
ranged for at least a few weeks to 
ake possible a completion of the 
season. 


Strictly Cash Tenor in 
Thomas Unpleasantness 


Dallas, Jan. 15. 

Some 1,000 folks braved a cold 
night to hear John Charles Thomas, 
only to be told after an hour's wait- 
ing the concert was off. State- 
ments that the singer and Harriet 
Bacon MacDonald, local impresario, 
failed to compromise on a_ $1,500 
contract was given the audience. 
Afterwards Mrs. MacDonald ex- 
plained that Thomas had agreed to 
accept $750, but on the morning of 
the concert she had only $250 avail- 
able, which amount she increased 
by curtain time to $500. Offering a 
note for the difference, Mrs. Mac- 
Donald stated that Thomas refused 
it and did not appear at the audi- 
torium, his manager cancelling the 
date at 9 p.m. Mrs. MacDonald re- 
lated her experiences with Galli- 
Curci, Josef Hofmann and Marti- 
nelli, each of whom overlooked lean 
b.o. takings rather than cancel their 
appearances. 

That night Thomas was to have 
been presented an honorary mem- 
bership by the Texas Rangers. His 
failure to appear and accept this 
honor left the town hotly indignant. 

















MILWAUKEE’S LEGITS 


Margaret Rice Venture Starts April 
9—Davidson’s Road Shows 








Milwaukee, Jan. 15. 
Whether prompted by the promise 
of out-of-towners for the Auto 
Show, which opened Saturday (13), 
or merely by the idea of giving 
showgoers something a little dif- 
ferent, most of the loop houses, for 
the current week, are stepping out 
with stage shows. 
The Davidson is going to stick to 
legit road shows, now that the stock 
thing has definitely been abandoned 
as a project to keep the theatre 
open in between attractions. ‘Green 
Pastures’ is the next offering. 
Margaret Rice promises five weeks 
of attractions at her Pabst theatre 
beginning April 9. Contracts have 
been signed with Robert Henderson 
to bring guest stars. 


Grief in Ft. Worth 

Fort Worth, Jan. 15. 
A rift has developed in the Little 
Theatre here, Blanchard McKee is 
out as director and has organized 
the Community theatre, with about 
500 persons signing a petition for 
the new group. Old Little Theatre 
crowd is burning up over McKee’s 
action, 

Harry Hoxworth was approached 
as successor to McKee at Little 
theatre, but he and board could not 
get together. Robert Nail is acting 
director. 





tween brokers had never been 
placed before him. Agency men are 
slated to confer with him in Wash- 
ington early in February 

During last week’s meeting, when 
the violation cases came up, Pem- 
berton again made the charges that 
he believed 27 out of the 32 licensed 
were violating the rules 


other, 


arencies 


in some form or 








CUTS FOR 2 TROUPES 


Yiddish Art Theatre folds in New | 





Shows on the Road 





Week of Jan. 15. 
Eva LaGallienne Rep., Amer- 
ican, St. Louis. 
Katharine Cornell Rep., Co- 
lumbia, San Francisco. 





Walter Hampden Rep., Er- 

langer, Chicago. 

‘No More Ladies,’ Plym- 
outh, Boston. 

‘Hold Your Horses,’ Grand, 
Chicago. 

‘Let "Em Eat Cake,’ Ford, 
Baltimore. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Royal 
Alexandria, Toronto. 

‘Devil of Pei-Ling,’ Boule- 
vard, Jackson Heights. 

‘Biography,’ National, Wash- 
ington. 

10. Minute Alibi,’ Chestnut, 





Philly. 

‘All the King’s Horses,’ Shu- 
bert, Boston. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Auditorium, 
Lincoln, 15; Aud., Sioux City, 
16-18; Coliseum, Sioux Falls, 
19-20, 

‘Autumn Crocus,’ 
baker, Chicago. 

‘The , Curtain Rises,’ 
Chicago. 


Stude- 


Cort, 











Henry Chesterfield (NVA) also 
spoke, declaring their organizations 
as in sympathy with the producers’ 
attempt to seek relief. 

At the same meeting the pro- 
ducers decided to discuss ways and 
means of eliminating ‘the gyps and 
chiselers’ from the vaude producing 
field. 

















Vaude Producers 


(Continued from page 41) 
to the actors, while having to ac- 
cept their own stiff cuts from the 
theatres, the initial investment, 
with no guarantee of sustained 
bookings, will preclude all produc- 
tion chances, the producers aver, 
A few other changes and clarifica- 
tion of several code provisions will 
be asked of Administrator Rosen- 
blatt. One provision on which info 
is sought, with a view to possible 
modification, is the rule that makes 
an exception of vaude principals 
having less than two years’ experi- 
ence. The weekly minimum for 
more experienced actors in vaude 
is $40 but for those with less than 
two years it’s $25. The code does 
not differentiate with chorus peo- 
ple over the length of experience, 
stating that all girls in traveling 
companies must receive $35 mini- 
mum. 
The producers will also question 
the code’s classing a chorus girl in 
her first week out of a dancing 
school as worth $35 a week while 
the principal with experience up to 
two years is allowed $25. 
Forkins, Maddock and Gerber had 
a short interview with Rosenblatt 
in New York last week. The latter 
suggested a formal meeting in 
Washington and the Thursday ap- 
pointment was made by him by 
telegram yesterday (Monday). 
Producers Organize 

On Saturday (13), following the 

brief session with Rosenblatt in 
which he advised the committee to 
organize, a meeting of producers 
was held in Maddock’s office. About 
25 attended. A temporary title and 
officers were named and a collec- 
tion made to defray costs of the 
Washington trip and incidental ex- 
penses. Next week the producers 
will organize on a regular basis and 
apply for a charter and incorpora- 
tion papers. 
In New York Rosenblatt expressed 
surprise to the committee that pro- 
ducers hadn’t been represented at 
the code hearings in Washington. 
Only answer, given by Gerber, was 
that, ‘We didn’t know the vaude- 
ville code was being included in the 
picture code. We thought vaude- 
ville was going to have a code of its 
own.’ 

Charter members of the _ pro- 
ducers’ association thus far, besides 
the trio on the committee, are Irving 
Yates, Harry Krivit, John Hickey, 
Harry Anger, Gus Edwards, Tom 
Kennedy, Harry Delmar, Maurice 
Golden, Al Knight, Roger Murrell, 
Harry Norwood, Marty Forkins, 
Carleton Hoagland, Nick Agneta, 
Billy Jackson, Sam Shannon, George 
Choos, Anatole Friedland, Macklin 
Megley, E. K. Nadel, Ned Wayburn, 
Doe Duval, Jay Cunningham, Ray- 
mond Perez, Louis Hooper. 

At the Saturday meeting, Jack 
Partington, of Fanchon & Marco, 
invited to speak for the larger pic- 
ture house producers, declared the 
code generally workable in the de 
luxers with exception of a few 
points. The salary provisions are 
satisfactory, he said, because the 
indie vaude producers’ problems 
don’t confront the deluxers. But 
the one day off weekly clause for all 
chorus people, through which at the 
Roxy, New York, four girls are out 
daily, necessitates rehearsals every 
night for the fill-in members and 








jams up the routine and shows, 
Partington said. 
Ralph Whitehead (ABA) and 





Gov't Sharpens Axe 





(Continued from page 5) 


will experience even greater dif- 
ficulty this year in sidetracking an 
investigation movement than they 
met last spring when every re- 
source had to be brought into play 
to ditch the Sirovich-Sabath in- 
vestigation crusade. 

If he decides to renew his own 
assault, Sirovich can count on any- 
where from 25 to 50 votes which 
last year were registered in opposi- 
tion to his proposal and probably 
can depend on picking up another 
50 tallies. As last year’s count was 
227 against the investigation to 115 
for the probe, such a change in the 
line-up would be of major import- 
ance, 

More Ayes Sure 


In the first place the Tammany 
crowd, which deserted Sirovich last 
May, reputedly on direct orders 
from Boss John Curry, probably 
would side with the _ resolution 
sponsor. Secondly, a number of 
delegations which usually follow 
Tammany’s lead also would move 
from the “no” to the “aye” column; 
while thirdly, a number of mem- 
bers who voted against Sirovich 
last year for reasons of their own 
have since ‘heard from home’ and 
are ready to make an about-face, 

Although Sirovich suffered a re- 
verse, his resolution technically is 
still before the House and can be 
called up for debate without a great 
deal of trouble. The House merely 
voted down a rule which would 
have been followed, if passed, by a 
vote on the resolution, so the in- 
vestigation measure still lies on 
Speaker Rainey’s table. A new rule 
making consideration of the pro- 
posal in order presumably can be 
obtained from the Rules Commit- 
tee with only normal effort. 

Squawks about the NRA film 
code will play a prominent part in 
influencing the decision by leaders 
of the ‘on to Hollywood’ movement 
while Ferdinund Pecora’s Senate 
revelations about Wall street’s ex- 
ploiting of film companies will be 
another important factor which was 
not encountered a year ago. 

Defeated in efforts to induce NRA 
to outlaw block booking, guarantee 
the right to buy, and make other 
concessions, independent exhibitors 
are turning to their Congressmen 
for aid, while reform groups, like 
that headed by Dr. A. Lawrence 
Lowell, are directing a barrage of 
kicks at members of the House and 
Senate. Sirovich said last week he 
has received 1,000 complaints about 
the code’s contents and omissions 
and indicated he is all for turning 
the spotlight on Divisional Admin- 
istrator Sol A. Rosenblatt and the 
NRA. 

While the code has focused at- 
tention for the time being on busi- 
ness practices in the industry, there 
is an undercurrent of sentiment in 
favor of picking up the financial 
probe at the point where Pecora 
and Senate investigators dropped it. 


Dr. Lowell, Star Witness 


Suggestions that Dr. Lowell be 
called as a star witness for the 
prosecution in any investigation 
undertaken are heard from several 
sources and since his ideas ap- 
parently coincide with many of 
Sirovich’s »wn views it is virtually 
a sure-thing that an opportunity 
will be offered him to use Congress 
as a sounding board. 

The only thing in question at this 
stage of the game is the attitude of 
House leaders. Speaker Rainey, 
Democratic Leader Byrns, and 
other big moguls in the inner circle 
were not sympathetic toward the 
investigation idea despite Sirovich’s 
claim that President Rooseveit 
“thinks this investigation would do 
a great deal of good to the Amer- 
ican people.” Judging from White 
House cracks about irresponsible 
money-changers and _  President’s 
deep interest in the code, Sirovich 
probably can get assistance from 


—— 


Mors. Vote Against Amendment to 
Authors’ Agreement as to Films 
ea 


The managers unanimously voted 
Friday (12) against adoption of an 
amendment to the Basic Minimum 
Agreement of the Dramatists Guild 
concerning picture rights, and 
situation is just about the same as 
it was last spring. 

Recently the managers agreed on 
a similar provision but inserted a 


the 


rider giving a producer the privi- 
lege of contracting for a play either 
under the original terms of the 
agreement or under those proposed 
in the legit code. 
jected the amendment because of 
the rider, telling the managers to 
make up their minds. So last week 
they changed their minds and de- 
cided to let things ride as is. 
Crux of the differences between 
the managers and authors lies in 
the idea in the code, which proposed 
that the agreement be changed, 
guaranteeing advance royalties of 
not less than $500 to authors. In re- 
turn it was proposed that the pro- 
ducer receive 15% of any picture 
money if a show played one week, 
25% if it played two weeks and the 


full 50% should the show run three 
weeks or more, 


The authors re- 


Code merely proposed such 
amendment, at the supposed in- 
spiration of the Guild. It was not 


made mandatory because the au- 
thors have contended right along 
that they are not within the code. 
Their argument is that they are not 
employed by the managers, receive 
no wages nor salaries nor are con- 
fined to any limit of hours or work. 
That contention appears to have 
been upheld by Sol A. Rosenblatt, 
the administrator for amusements, 
for he has not forced the Guild to 
subscribe to the code. It is now 
established that the authors are out- 
side the code—the only theatre 
group so classified. 
Prefer Gambling 

The managers in changing their 
minds about the amendment came 
to the conclusion that it was bet’ or 
business for them to gamble on a 
show’s run chances in order to get 
in on the picture money. That 15% 
or 25% was figured unimportant on 
a flop show on which they would 
have to pay the author $500 advance 
royalty. Basic Agreement puts no 
limit on advance royalty. That is 
strictly up to the author and man- 
ager. Latter can make any deal he 
can, pe. ing the author $500 or more 
or $1. 
Status of the picture rights is that 
a play must last three weeks on 
Broadway or 27 performances on 
the road for the producer to par- 
ticipate in the picture money. How- 
ever, if a show opens Tuesday or 
Wednesday of any week and plays 
through three succeeding Saturdays 
manager is in if he first agrees to 
pay royalties on a pro rata basis for 
the missed performances of the 
opening week. 





ers arbitrarily try to keep him in 
check. 

One of the trump cards which 
may be called into play relates to 
efforts of the industry last year to 
stave off a vote on the Sirovich 
resolution, Several members are 
reported primed to sound off about 
lobbying done and political wire- 
pulling employed and will use ora- 
torical dynamite to blow the lid off 
if House leaders try to throttle in- 
vestigation talk. 

Another possibility—a last-resort 
move—is that the House Patents 
and Copyrights committee, of which 
Sirovich is chairman, will under- 
take an independent investigation if 
a select committee probe cannot be 
obtained. While the Patents com- 
mittee could not go into financial 
angles of the business, it could 
open up a line of inquiry which 
would partially satisfy advocates of 
an exhaustive airing of film mat- 
ters. The excuse in this case would 
be relationship between copyright 
laws and licensing agreements. 
While testimony would have to be 
voluntary since the committee nor- 
mally lacks power to subpoena 
witnesses or examine under oath, 
there is no doubt independents,. re- 
formers, and miscellaneous oppo- 
nents of the industry would jump 
at the opportanity to talk and force 





the executive offices i House lead- 


majors te show up in self-defense. 
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chi Down to Four Again; Hampden 
At $15,000, ‘Curtain’ $5,000, Toppers 





Chicago, Jan. 15. 

After a short fortnight of the old- 
time liveliness the legtimate theatre 
jn Chicago slumps sharply this 
week. Two weeks ago there were 
eight houses going and hoping. This 
week the town is back to a quartet. 

Two shows show promise. In par- 
ticular is the tiny ‘Curtain Rises’ at 
the Cort. Corralled $5,000 on its 
opening week, but the way this 
house operates there’s plenty of 
leeway at this figure. At pace it 
ean go along for several weeks. 

Other heart-warmer is the Walter 
Hampden repertoire at the Erlan- 
ger under the American Theatre 
Society auspices, Doing four shows 
and to capacity throughout. ‘Riche- 
lieu’ is the main-stay, the two 
Shakesperean plays and ‘Servant in 
the House’ are also in the coin. Ex- 
cellent school children and teacher 
play which is keeping the balconies 
solid. Only difficulty is the orches- 
tra at the $2.75 touch. 

Duncan Sisters wobbled last week 
and decided to call it a run. Much 
of the heartache here due to the 
deal insisted upon by the house. 
‘Topsy and Eva’ revival may move 
to anether spot in the Loop. If not 
there are other deals awaiting the 
sisters, either to tab the show again 
or take it out as it stands for one- 
nichters, 

Horace Sistare starts his activity 
at the Studebaker tonight (Mon- 
day) with ‘Autumn Crocus’, with 
Madge Kennedy and Rollo Peters. 
This is the Oberfelder show which 
was destined to fold in Cincy last 
week. But Sistare posted salary 
bond and enough to transport the 
cast back to New York so show 
comes in for six days. After that 
Sistare will try a stock company, 
opening with ‘Elizabeth Steps Out’. 
Operating company is titled Randall 
Productions, Inc., with Sistare listed 
as manager and press representa- 
tive. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Autumn Crocus’, Studebaker (C- 
1,250; $1.50). In for six days only 
opening tonight (15) but will play 
four matinees. Show comes in from 
Cincy under Horace Sistare bond. 
Original plans for show called ‘Sun- 
day’s Husband’ with Glenn Hunter 
off for the present. Instead house 
will try stock. 

Walter Hampden repertoire, Er- 
langer (D-1,207; $2.75) (2nd week). 
Practically capacity throughout the 
fortnight are the indications. Last 
week turned in mighty $15,000. Ex- 
cellent notices from the press plus 
subscription backing. Should top 
that figure this week when the 
cheap subscription ducats are 
washed up. Last week had ‘Riche- 
lieu’, ‘Hamlet’ and ‘Macbeth’. This 
week adds ‘Servant in the House’. 

‘Hold Your Horses’, Grand (M-1,- 
207; 2.75) (ist week). Came in 
last night (14) for a three-week so- 
journ. Looks okay being the only 
musical in the burg. 

‘The Curtain Rises’, Cort (C-1,100; 
$2.20) (2d week). Getting along 
nicely on cheap rates and upkeep. 
Opened to good enough $5,000. 

‘Topsy and Eva’, Apollo (M-1,500; 
$2.20). Closed Saturday (13) after 
three weeks stay. Took $9,000 on 
final week. May reopen elsewhere. 





Future Plays 


‘Theodora the Queen’ will be the 
first offering of Agnew Productions. 
Play by Jo Milward and J. Kerby 
Hawkes. 

‘When Ghosts Meet,’ comedy by 
Herbert Gropper, will be produced 
by Ernest Truex and the author. 
Four-character play. 

‘The Mourning Angel,’ by Irving 
Ramsdell, may be produced by 
James Ullman, who is in with Sid- 
ney Harmon and the Group theatre 
on ‘Men in White.’ 

‘Pagan Fury,’ Sam Warshawsky’s 
drama, will go into production at 
the termination of Bela Lugosi’s 
vaudeville tour. Lugosi will play a 
straight part instead of the horror 
roles which have been his assign- 
ment since he went into pictures. 

‘A Broken Doll,’ by Anne Mor- 
rison Chapin, in rehearsal under 
John Golden, who is staging it him- 
self, 

‘One Night, One Day,’ from the 
Spanish of Rubio, will be done by 
Leo Buigakov and Leslie J. Spiller. 
Final adaptation by Ira Glackens 
and George Bishop from an earlier 
Script of Cecil Madden’s. 

‘Hotel Alimony’, which was tried 
out at Jackson Heights last sum- 
mer, will be presented at the 
Royale, N. Y., Jan, 29 by Franklin 
and Stoner, new managerial duo. 
It was authored by A. Washington 
Pezet, 


i. 
. 
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$2,000 AND PANNING, 
BUT ‘SAILING’ STAYS. 


Philadelphia, Jan. 15. 
Most remarkable news of the 
week in Philly's painful and falter- 


ing legit field was the announce- 
ment that ‘Among Those Sailing’ 


would move up to the Erlanger for 
an extra week. 

Not only did the critics join in 
declaring this piece with Faire and 
Constance Binney was the season’s 
worst, but business last week at the 
Broad was just about nil, even with 
management flooding the town with 
passes for which 25c a seat had to 
be paid at the box office. Other 
strange angle of the case is the re- 
opening of the Erlanger, dark for 
two seasons and a big musical 
comedy house besides. Last week’s 
gross was under $2,000. 

The other show in town, ‘Ten 
Minute Alibi’ at the Chestnut re- 
ceived fine notices but didn’t get 
much trade, even on the subscrip- 
tion basis. 

This week’s new one is ‘By Your 
Leave’ with Dorothy Gish at the 
Broad. Forum has the show for 
two nights. Week engagement 
only. Next Monday brings ‘Let ’Em 
Eat Cake’ to the Forrest and 
‘Double Door’ to the Chestnut. 
‘School for Husbands,’ ‘Champagne 
Sec’ and the Piccoli are other book- 
ings mentioned. Latest report is 
that the Garrick may be turned into 
burlesque, It has been dark since 
November. 


Biography’ $13,500 
Flo Reed $5,600: 
Balto’s Best Week 





3altimore, Jan. 15. 

Last week best of legit season. 
Guild’s ‘Biography’ with Ina Claire 
scooped $13,500 at $2.75 top in sin- 


gle week at Ford's, UBO house. 
Dailies’ crix so elated with finally 


getting piece of touring drama on 
local rostrum they could sink their 


teeth into after two-month bleak- 
ness that they rolled overboard on 
lauds and continued with daily 
raves. 

Florence Reed, guest-starring in 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ for Charles 


Emerson Cook Players at stock Au- 
ditorium, hypoed resident company 
to biggest biz since establishment 
here, approximating $5,600 at ace 
top. S.r.o sign was waving by 
Wednesday matinee and continued 
through Saturday. 

On initial road tour original com- 
pany of ‘Gesture,’ headed by Miss 
Reed, snapped attendance record at 


the Maryland, six years ago. Cur- 
rently ‘Gesture’ holds over. Next 
week Miss Reed Stays for ‘Thor- 
oughbred.’ 

At Ford’s ‘Let ’Em Eat Cake’ 
opens tonight (Monday) with $3.30 


top to good advance. 

San Carlo Opera Co. comes into 
Lyric Thursday (18) for four song- 
fests in three days, 55c to $1.65. 


zallo troupe perennial winner in 
this town and good advance re- 
ported. 


Only future booking ahead, Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner in series of four 
monodramas, pencilled into Ford's 
Feb. 8. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Joanna Roos, Augustin Duncan, 
Anne Sutherland, Wilfrid Seagram, 
Dodson Mitchell, Stephen Appleby, 
Courtney White, Maurice Morris, 
Frank Collins, Emily Draper, Ralf 
Belmont, Walter Baldwin, ‘Devil of 
Pei Ling.’ 

Gladys Cooper, 





ftaymond Massey, 
Adrianne Allen, Derek Williams, 
Marjorie Fielding, Cyril Raymond, 
‘The Shining Hour’ (complete cast). 
Ernest Truex, Sylvia Field, Brian 
Donlevy, Dorothy Matthers, ‘When 
Ghosts Meet’ (complete cast). 
Spring Byington, Ross Alexander, 
Barbara Robbins, Warburton Gam- 


ble, Joseph King, Barna Ostertag 
Charles Lawrence, Kate McComb 
Emma Bunting and Dorothy Ver- | 
mon, ‘A Broken Doll.’ (Complete 
cast). i 
Geo. Abbott, Alma Kruger, Whit- | 
ney Bourne, Herbert Yost, Harry M. 


Cooke, William Corbett, Oliver Bar- 

bour, Thomas Morgan, Iris Whitney, 

Betty Kendall, Edward Acuff, John 

Emery, Charles McClelland, Buford | 
Armitage, Ernest R. Whitman, Wal- 
ter Price, J. Ascher Smith, Alfred 
Webster, ‘John Brown's Body’ (com- 
plete cast). 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘A Broken Doll’ (John 
Golden), Masque. 
‘Hotel Alimony’ (Franklin 


and Stoner), Royale. 

‘State of .Grace’ 
Season’) (Arthur 
Plymouth. 

‘Theodora the Queen’ (Agnew 
Productions), Forrest. 

‘When Ghosts Meet’ (Milton 
Gropper and Ernest Truex). 

‘Hat, Coat, Glove’ (Crosby 
Gaige), Times Square. 


(‘Joyous 
Hopkins), 


‘Richard of Bordeaux’ (King 
and Mollison), Empire. 
‘Wind and The Rain’ (Kon- 


dolf and Hart). 


‘Dodsworth’ (Max Gordon), 
Selwyn. 
‘Mackerel Skies’ (John 


Tuerk), Playhouse. 
‘Very Early American’ (Wil- 
ton Lackaye, Jr.), Bijou. 
‘John Brown’s Body’ (George 
Abbott), Barrymore. 














4c PASSES 
HURT IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 

With the entire town cut rating 
and throwing around 40c passes, 
grosses are not getting anywhere. 

‘Sailor Beware,’ Belasco & Cur- 
ran’s effort at the Mayan, got away 
to a good start, but it didn’t mean 
much. First week got slightly over 
$3,000, with the house getting a bet- 
ter break on regular priced tickets 
at the b. o. than other legits. 

‘Love Chiselers,’ next door to the 
Belasco, between the passes and a 
75c top, did under $1,800, about even 
with last week. 

‘Nice Girl’ which opened at the 
co-op Music Box, got $1,500 on the 
week, profitable. ‘Ghost Train,’ an- 
other co-opper, at the Hollywood 
Playhouse grossed $1,800, also prof- 
itable. 

‘Autumn Crocus’ opened at the El 
Capitan yesterday (Sun.) mat Eve- 
ning performance was capacity, with 
the picture mob out to get their first 
eyefull of Francis Lederer. 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 19) 


Whyte currently in Ridgeway suc- 
ceeding him in Sharon. 

Les Bowser, manager of the War- 
ren, O., theatre of the Harris Amuse 
Co., Pittsburgh, with Ken Nohl, 
whom he replaces going to St. 
Marys, Pa. Bill Peacock named 
manager of the Drake, Oil City, an- 
other house of the same chain. 








Havana, 

Picture row here is watching the 
war going on between Holiodoro 
Garcia and Ernesto Smith, ace de 
luxers’ impresarios. 

Garcia had Neptuno, nabe, while 
Smith had Campoamor, de luxer. 
Garcia went to work on Fausto, a 
de luxer, which has put everybody 
in the red. Garcia picked up busi- 
ness, so Smith got El Encanto, the 
swanky de luxer. , 

Last week Garcia took over the 
National which has also been a 
white elephant and turned it into 
a de luxer, pictures exclusively and 
installed the latest Western Elec- 
tric sound. He opened with ‘Song 
of Songs’ and a lot of ballyhoo, in- 
cluding the usherettes dressed ala 
Marlene Dietrich, 

Now Smith may take over Prado, 
right across the street from Gar- 


cia’s Fausto, to turn it into a de 
luxer with presentation. 
Omaha, 


Charles Schlaifer in charge of 
publicity for both Paramount and 
World. Formerly acted only for 
first house, 


Minneapolis. 

Century (Par), dark since the re- 
opening of the Minnesota, will be 
reopened from time to time for ‘ex- 
ceptional’ American and 3ritish 
films exclusively, starting with ‘Em- 
peror Jones,’ Jan, 11. ‘Henry VIII’ 
follows. 

K. D. South planning an exclu- 
sive newsreel theatre here, the first 
in the Twin Cities, to seat 300. 





Meadville, Pa. 


New Victor, formerly the Strand, 


|} reopened under management of Da- 
' , 
} vid Victor, 


| Mrs. C. E. 


formerly operated by 


Riler, 


Tom Olsen succeeds George Ries- 
ter as manager for Schine Enter- 
prises theatres in Bellefontaine, O., 
and nearby towns, Riester going 
east to take over a district job for 
Skouras, near Philadelphia. 

Pittsburgh. 
George Daransoll, last with Par 
| in Hazelton, Pa., made manager of 
| WB’s Cameraphone, nabe in East } 
Liberty, succeeding Harry H 


Frazee, Jr., resigned 


Bway Settles Down to Normal on 
The Whole, but ‘Follies’ Gets $40,000 





show list is 
starting to string out. Reason lies 
in the fact that too few successes 
have developed since the early spurt 
that promised a prosperous season. 
There are about a dozen real win- 
ners, but there should be more. 

Fact that good shows can com- 
mand strong support is proven by 
the big money drawn of several 
smashes and the pace attained by 
the new ‘Follies’. Latter’s first full 
week at the Winter Garden went 
above expectations, with the gross 
around the $40,000 mark. 

But the shows must be good to 
get the coin, public passing up 
mediocrities. Saturday (13) six such 
shows folded. Included were several 
which were figured having a chance 
for fairly good money. All were of 
recent origin. This week there were 
at least four more departures, but 
they mostly are out of the red and 
are going on the _ road. Seven 
arrivals last week and this week do 
not fill the gaps left by the outgoing 
group. 


Broadway's legit 


Last Week a Busto 

week’s premiere card looks 
total loss. ‘Days Without 
End’ at Henry Miller’s will have 
subscription (Guild) support, but 
that means about $5,000. It is esti- 
mated little money was drawn 
otherwise. ‘Come of Age’, which 
opened at Maxine Elliott’s late in 
the week was also panned, with 
little chance indicated. ‘Re-Echo’, 
a mid-week entrant’ looked hopeless 
and was yanked off Saturday at the 
Forrest. 

‘As Thousands Cheer’ holds to ca- 
pacity and a $27,000 gross, only the 
‘Follies’ topping it. ‘Mary of Scot- 
land’ is easily the dramatic leader 
now and estimated a round $23,000. 


Last 
like a 


‘She Loves Me Not’ is the runner 
up of its group, at about $18,000. 
‘The Lake’ started strongly but 


again slid, getting about $14,000 last 
week. 

Taken off last Saturday: ‘Jezebel’, 
3Jarrymore; ‘A Divine Moment’, 
Vanderbilt; ‘The Dark Tower’, 
Morosco; ‘Oliver Oliver’, Playhouse; 
‘The Gods We Make’, Mansfield. 
Leaving this week: ‘Double Door’, 
Shubert; ‘Champagne Sec’, 44th 
Street: ‘School for Husbands’, Em- 
pire and probably ‘The First Apple’, 
Booth. 


Five shows due in next week: 
‘Mackerel Skies’, Playhouse; ‘John 
Brown’s Body’, Barrymore; ‘No 
More Ladies’, Booth; ‘By Your 


Leave’, Morosco, and ‘The Devil of 
Pei-Ling’, Fulton. 
Estimates For Last Week 


‘Ah, Wilderness,’ Guild (16th 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Among the 


leaders in agency demand with ap- 
proximate capacity trade right 
along; gross around $17,000. 

‘And Be My Love,’ Ritz (1st week) 
(CD-918-$3.30). Presented by Barry 
Jones; written by Lewis Galantiere 
and John Houseman; first called 
‘Lovers, Happy Lovers,’ also ‘Wom- 
en Kind’; opens Thursday (18). 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music vo. 
Al- 


(16th week) -(R-1,000-$4.40). I 
though ‘Follies’ is new leader this 
smash as strong as ever and con- 


tinues over capacity; $27,000. 

‘Big Hearted Herbert,’ Biltmore 
(3d week) (C-991-$3.30). Comedy 
strength may spot this among mod- 
erate success; business estimated 
over $6,000 and should improve, 

‘Champagne, Sec,’ 44th St. (13th 
week) (O-1,323-$3.30). Final week; 
operetta did fairly well with an 
average around $11,000; goes to 
road; house probably dark, 

‘Come of Age,’ Elliott (2d week) 
(C-929-$3.30). Presented late last 
week; mostly adverse notices for 
rhymed importation’ and little 
chance indicated. 

‘Dark Tower,’ Morosco. Closed 
Saturday after picture rights were 
sold; played seven weeks to com- 
paratively mild business; ‘By Your 
Leave’ arrives next week. 

‘Days Without End,’ Miller (2d 
week) (D-994-$3.30). Drew adverse 
notices; first week little more than 
subscription money indicated; fig- 
ured around $6,000. 

‘Divine Moment,’ Vanderbilt. 
Taken off Saturday; played a week 
and one night. 

‘Double Door,’ 
week) (1D-1,387-$2.75). 
early dramatic success 


Shubert (18th 
Final week; 
did well un- 











mild 
next 


Saturday; played four weeks to 
money; ‘John Brown's Body’ 
week. 

‘Mahogany Hall,’ Bijou (1st week) 
(D-608-$3.30). Presented by John 
R. Sheppard, Jr.; written by Charles 
Knox Robinson; opens Wednesday 
(17). 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ 
week) (D-1,387-$3.30). Non-musical 
leader holds to capacity with all 
subscriptions used; estimated 
around $23,000. 

‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (17th 
week) (D-1,118-$2.75). Can span 
season as indicated by strong agenty 
sales; last week little change at 
$13,500. 

‘Murder at the Vanities,’ Majestic 
(19th week) (R-1,776-$3.30). With 
some cut rate support business 
holds to profitable margin and avér- 
age is better than $15,000 weekly. 

‘Oliver Oliver,’ Playhouse. Sur- 
prise closing Saturday after week 
and two days; figured to have a 
chance. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Avon (15th 
week) (C-830-$2.75). Somewhat im~< 
proved at $7,000 last week: has ave 
eraged over that gross and operat- 
ing in black. 

‘Re-Echo,’ Forrest. Yanked off 
Saturday after four days; ‘Theo-« 
dora the Queen’ the next attraction, 


Alvin (8th 


‘Roberta,’ New Amsterdam (9th 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Standing up 
nicely; musical gaited over $20,900 
and should outlast winter. = 

‘Sailor Beware,’ Lyceum (17th 
week) (C-967-$3.30). Came back; 


improvement credited to auto show 
visitors; takings quoted over $14,- 
000; aimed well into spring. 

‘School for WHusbands,’ Empire 
(14th week) (C-1,099-$3.30). Final 
week; goes to road after moderately 
successful date; ‘Richard of Bore 
deaux’ next attraction. 

‘She Loves Me Not,’ 46th St. (8th 
week) (C-1,413-$3.30). Overegtimat- 
ed but best grosser among comedies 


and highly profitable; around 
$18,000. 
‘The First Apple,’ Booth (4th 


week) (C-704-$3.30). Slated to close 
but holding over this week, although 
estimated around $4,500; ‘No More 
Ladies’ due in next week. 


‘The Gods We Make,’ Mansfield. 








til newer clicks arrived; lately 
around $5,500. 

‘False Dreams, Farewell,’ Little 
(Ist week) (D-534-$3.30). Present- 
ed by Frank Merlin; written by 
Hugh Stange; opened Monday. 

‘Follies,’ Winter Garden (3d week) 
(R-1,493-$4.40). Capacity second 
week sent gro to highest figure 

} in seasons: estimated around | 
| $40,000 j 
‘Green Bay Tree,’ Cort (14th 
Poser K) (CD-1,024-$3.30), Hiasn't had | 
| losing week; moderate money | 
}around $6,500 last week but profit- | 
lable ind indefinite. 
‘Her Master’s Voice,’ Plymouth | 
1 (13th week) (C-1,042-$3.30).. Qver- | 
|} estimated: pace last two weeks 
around $10,000; consistent money | 
maker to move after next week: 
State of Grace’ due Jan. 29 
| ‘Jezebel,’ B ymore Withdrawn 


Taken off Saturday; two weeks. 

‘The Lake,’ Beck (4th week) (D- 
1,214-$3.30). Matinees excellent but 
attendance otherwise dropped again; 
last week the gross was about $14,< 
000; plenty of profit. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ 48th Street (7th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Moved here 
from Masque Monday; $4,000 last 
week, best money to date: mostly 
from cut rates. 

‘Wednesday’s Child,’ Longacre 
(1st week) (CD-1,019-$3.30). Pree 


sented by Potter and Haight: writ- 
ten by Leopold Atlas; opens tonight 
(16). 

Other Attractions 

Ballet Russe, St. James: final two 
weeks announced, 

‘Peace on Earth,’ Civic Repertory 
(14th Street); anti-war drama doing 
okay. 

‘Piccoli,’ Hudson; Italian marione 
ettes; final week. 


COOK IN PITT AFTER 
11 YEARS: FORGOTTEN 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 15, 
Poor showing by Joe Cook show, 





‘Hold Your Horses,’ last week at 
Nixon. Around $11,000, and that 
means plenty of red. Neither of 
Cook’s two previous hits, ‘Rain or 
Shine’ and ‘Fine and Dandy,’ ever 
played here, Cook’s last legit ap- 
pearance in Pittsburgh having been 


made in Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ of 
1923. That's too long for ’em to re- 
member, 

Show moved on from here to Chi- 
cago, where only a week is set, and 
management intends to fold if busi- 
ness doesn’t Improve. 


Nixon currently playing ‘Queen 
Christina’ for a two weeks’ road- 
show engagement, legit resuming 
Jan. 29 with ‘School for Husbands,’ 
under subscription auspices. ‘Let 
"Em Eat Cake’ follows that. and 
nothing in sight then until Feb. 26, 
when ‘Double Door’ comes in to 
wind up American Theatre Sos iety 
series of six offerings. 





Plan Sunday Revival 
Of Winter Garden Vaude 


Edgar Allen expe: Y e 
Sunday night rese: i seat ide 
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mentioning names, Lucy details how — 
a S on 0a Wa she enticed a guest to her bedroom. 
It is the same story that John tells. ays ll 0 own | 
His conclusion at the insistence of 
the alter-ego has Elsa dying of re 
COME OF AGE to ee egy following an attack of ao 
It’s all a bit too self-conscious and | '™fuenza. ad 
Delos Chappell presents Judi strained in its couplets which the _ There the plot of the novel ends. RICHELIEU merase refuse to act like human no gh 
‘aon ie ~k yy ats Judith Anderson, authoress, Miss Dane, has so care- Elsa wanders into the cold rain and reteioe J veings. fully } 
Giemence Dane and Richard Addimen (.ully fashioned. does contract pneumonia. John is - —. waa, Sa 9. b Jones’ acting is lackadaisal. Marie fully 
aan tar tee Bene.” been The musical settings by Richard | beset with terror, and the figure at _ yordien, of the Sir Edward Bul- Cahill, as the will-to-surrender wife actres 
oe orchestra conducted by Mackin Addinsell (who contributed the} is side charges him with murder Geetelsh aan Soomateh ty y BR. - overacts a fluttery role grotesquely, of tale 
a Rg peg Fee six scenes. | score to Eva LaGallienne’s ‘Alice in| The doctor states that Elsa hasn't / Theatre Society. Starring Walter Hamp- san much so that she is unable to dint | 
$3.30 top. at Maxine Elliott's, N. ¥.,| Wonderland’) are of times a bit too | the will to live, but if that be re- | den; staged and directed by Hampden maintain the tempo and often lapses i 
6 pe ey Stephen Hageara | SUSPiciously sprightly—the thought stored to her she will survive. As ns Goodrich. Production designed and|into straight line reading. Ronald _— 
anatow of Death Frederick G. Lewis | Crops up ever and anon that he had John staggers out to the cathedral, Aan. aun At the | Simpson as the outraged husband is ag 
S ha ea reweeesesones pr an alternative eye to possibly a Elsa becomes conscious and says | Duke of ‘Orleans..... Robert C. Schnitzer miscast. qrame 
eeweevsenes ovsees Jenn Wy. Austin radio plug for his ‘Too Much Love’ | she will forgive him, falling into Count de Barabas.........Ernest Rowan Action is under-emphasized, ang anger 
bom — and ‘I’m Afraid of the Dark’. the sound sleep of recovery. Final ee mb 2 eawekese «seee-Hayden Rorke obvious situations are overlooked straig! 
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| Jeremy’ Bowman send of Thomas Chatterton, the Almost as difficult is the part of | Julie de Mortemar.......... Erna Rowan| hard and brittle youngster ” whe ove 
jndd Carrel ser | @mbitious young poet who took his | John’s ‘other person,’ as played by y ele Byes Be ty AOE John P. Baker | brings the heavy lover to his sense She P 
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Clemence Dane play too much. cause she has so well trained him j 20" Lord..... sseeeeeeessHarry Davenport | thrée. Comal Iyrice by ane Weelys “4 ~~ - Law 
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Eva LeGallienne Writes 

Apparently Eva Le Gallienne has 
written her own memoirs (‘At 33,’ 
Longmans, Green & Co., $3.50), for 
no ghost writer could so success- 
fully resist the temptation to color- 
fully dramatize the life of the 
actress who, in spite of her heritage 
of talent, carved out her success by 
dint of hard work.supporting a 
purning ambition. Miss Le Gal- 
lienne, in spite of her flair for the 
dramatic in scene and situation, has 
minimized this phase to produce a 
straightforward, honest and absorb- 
jing account of her adventures into 
the theatre. 

The author dates back to her first 
consciousness of life, sketchy at the 
start, but rounding into a clear pic- 
ture of her juvenile background. 
She passes on to her conquest of 
the theatre, adhering to simple 
narrative, yet making her points 
effectively through the sincerity 
with which they are related. She 
does not even go overboard on the 
Civic Repertory, as she might well 
be excused for doing. It’s all as 
simple and as confidential as a 
chat with an intimate friend, and 
therein lies its chief charm. 

Published Jan. 5, the last day of 
her 33rd year. 





Irritating People 

Lawtitia McDonald has chosen an 
frritating collection of society 
snobs to write about in her ‘Silver 
Platter’ (Farrar & Rinehart, $2). 
Her heroine is the daughter of a 
wealthy manufacturer of plumbing 
supplies who marries a young chap 
from the Long Island sporting set, 
long on family but short on coin. 
He loves her devotedly, but not as 
much as a girl of his own set, who, 
like him, married for money. Lat- 
ter’s husband is a garter snapper 
who fires the heroine’s husband 
when she burns his hand with a 
cigarette stub for pinching her leg. 

He becomes a _ continental-style 
marriage gigolo, but is jacked out 
of the ruck by his lost love who 
makes her husband hire him again. 
Meanwhile the domestic lute has 
been rifted and the heroine goes the 
whole distance with her lawyer- 
guardian, who was a childhood 
friend. Lawyer has to give up his 
fortune and not only pledge half of 
his future earnings to his low- 
grade wife, but also pledge half the 
heroine’s income in order to effect 
a hitch. 

Only healthy and sincere char- 
actor in the book is the man who 
makes orchid bath tubs, and he fig- 
ures only intermittently. The rest 
range from merely irritating to dis- 
tasteful and their combination does 
not make for a gripping story. 

Chief appeal is to the non-so- 
ciety people who may like to feel 
that socialites are so rotten. 





Those Publisher Options 

Three-book optioning by pub- 
lishers on taking author’s first book 
for publication is getting runaround 
by scribblers, and accounts for 
many switches to opposition pub- 
lishers of ‘authors under contract.’ 
If first book clicks, writers say, 
those contracts are all pro-pub- 
lisher, since he isn’t forced to take 
the next two. As long as he’s 
going to reserve the right to reject 
the next two, even if authors must 
give him first crack, writers see 
nothing in the proviso for them. 

If they want new conditions on 
basis of first success they have to, 
they say, send publisher a brace of 
old turks. If he says no to both 
they then trot out their new 
(fourth) book for a new deal, the 
old contract having been legally 
washed up. To save all that they 
suggest publisher blue-pencil the 
option clause, 





Jewish Who’s Who 

A Biographical Encyclopedia of 
American Jews, the first of its kind 
éver attempted, is to be undertaken 
by Leo M. Glassman. As editor-in- 
chief of the proposed venture, 
Glassman is enlisting the efforts of 
& number of literary notables of 
Jewish descent to serve in an edi- 
torial advisory capacity. First to 
signify his intention to aid in the 
work is F. P. A. (Franklin P. 
Adams). 

From present indications the 
Biographical Encyclopedia of Amer- 
ican Jews will be a bulky affair, 
necessitating a number of volumes. 





New Music Mag 
Newest addition to the rapidly- 
growing list of mags on the subject 
of music is Tempo, a monthly. Pub- 
lished by the Music League, and 
edited by Isabel Lowden, it has an 


advisory board comprising many 
Prominent names in the music 
world, 


The publication will even review 
hooks on music, with Charles Ro- 
‘and handling. 








Good Anglo-Saxon 


Use of the word ‘pot-belly’ 
in the headline of an advertis- 
ment prepared by Nelson 
Doubleday for the book, ‘The 
Culture of the Abdomen’, 
caused Time, Collier’s and 
other magazines to reject the 
copy. Literary Digest ac- 
cepted, for one issue, but 
turned down a repeat order, 
informing the publishers that 
some of its readers had ob- 
jected. 

Nelson Doubleday subse- 
quently started a letter-adver- 
tising campaign to sell the 
book, taking as the lead the 
magazines’ rejection of the ad- 
vertisement. Concern defends 
use of ‘pot-belly’, on the 
ground it conveys a picture no 
other phrase does. 











Library Problem 

Withdrawal of American book 
publishers from their British affiili- 
ates has, by the same token, brought 
more British publishers into the 
American field. Both actions can be 
ascribed to one reason—the ever- 
growing reading libraries over there. 

The reading libraries, correspond- 
ing to the circulating libraries over 
here, is practically the sole outlet 
for books excepting best sellers. 
With book sales thus held down, the 
business is suffering. 

That is said to be the cause for 
American publishers withdrawing 
from the English field. 

For the same reason, British firms, 
finding opportunities limited in 
their riative land, are branching out 
here. A notable example is Sheed 
& Ward whose activities in its short 
existence on this side of the water 
nearly exceeds that of the parent 
organization in London. 

While the circulating libraries 
here in no way approach the mag- 
nitude of those over there, they are 
growing, and may yet present the 
same sort of a problem to American 
publishers as they now do to their 
British counterparts. 

Depression has given the circu- 
lating libraries a decided boost, for 
those unable to pay $2 or more for 
a book are glad to rent it for a few 
cents a day. Naturally, the pub- 
lishers have never liked the idea. 
Where six copies of a book per shop 
for circulating purposes may be a 
big order, it is nothing to what the 
shop might take for outright sales. 
To the booksheps, however, rentals 
are better than nothing, not even 
sales. And besides, most every drug 
store and stationery store maintains 
a circulating library, and the book- 
shop must protect itself. 

From the author’s viewpoint, book 
rentals are far less desirable than 
book sales, also, but they can’t do 
anything about it. It’s am tter for 
the publishers and booksellers to 
get together on. 





Not Clerks 

Indigent scribblers no can see the 
regulations of the CWA as regards 
their craft. Members of some 
branches of the arts, such as artists 
and musicians, not only permitted 
to follow their professions, under 
CWA hire, but can earn as much 
as $35 a week. On the other hand, 
scribbers are just aS many more 
pen-pushers, and besides being as- 
signed to ignoble clerical work, can 
hope for no more than $20 a week. 

To secure equal rights with the 
artists and musicians, the needy au- 
thors both in the CWA and those 
who hope to get in, have formed the 
Unemployed Writers Association. 

Organization is petitioning estab- 
lished authors’ associations, name 
writers and others to agitate in 
their behalf. Their argument, which 
they claim is not unreasonable, is 
that they can do as useful work in 
their own line as the artists and 
musicians do in theirs. They also 
merit the extra few dcllars avail- 
able under their altered status, they 
say. 





Chicago Publishers 

Chicago, which is peculiarly a 
non-book publishing town, has at 
least two book publishers now. 
They are Ralph F. Seymour and 
Daniel Ryerson, Inc., both of which 
get started at about the same time. 

Seymour will issue fiction and 
poetry, while the Ryerson concern 
will devote itself to fiction only. 
First on the Seymour fiction list is 
‘Hetaira,’ by Cornelia Dodd Brown. 
Ryerson has ‘The Stumbling Stone, 
by Hazel Scott Nugent, 

Collison’s 14th Novel 

Wilson Collison’s 14th novel, 
‘Congo Landing,’ is to be published 
in March by Robert M. McBride Co. 
Tale is based on ‘Dolly,’ an 
story sold to Metro. 


L. A. Exam’s 42 By-lines 

To establish personalities for 
reader interest, Los Angeles Ex- 
aminer is handing out by-lines to 
anyone who the paper figures may 
develop a personal following. Edi- 
tions of Dec. 26 had an all-time high 
of 42 by-lines. As in all Hearst 
papers, Arthur Brisbane is the star 
feature. He has the portside column 
on Page 1. Inside, first by-line goes 
to Ray De O’Fan (Bernard Milli- 
gan), who has two radio columns 
daily, one personal, the other news. 

On the same page is a daily the- 
atrical feature by Florence Law- 
rence, drama ed. Picture page is 
next, with Louella Parsons’ column, 
Jerry Hoffman and Marquis Busby, 
features and reviews and James 
Mitchell’s column. Latter was 
studio legman, advanced to column 
conductor two months ago. Society 
page has daily features by Dixie 
Tighe and Marian Martin, fashions, 
Prudence Penny, home economics; 
Lisa Grenelle, child welfare; Cholly 
Angeleno and Jean Loughborough, 
society, and Rene Davies, picture 
society. Editorial page has Winifred 
Black, who specializes on anti-nar- 
cotic yarns, Bugs Baer, Charles 
Hanson Towne, Bruno Lessing, 
Will Cuppy, Emil Ludwig, J. P. 
McEvoy and Mary Borden. Second 
section’s first page has O. O. Mc- 
Intyre in the Brisbane spot. Sport 
page leads with Mark Kelly, sports 
editor’s daily column and a feature 
by Kelly; Chet Koepple handles a 
racing column, tipping the bang- 
tails; Lewis Burton, Damon Runyon 
and John Connolly are daily con- 
tribs. Old Observer and Sol Plex 
are staff by lines used daily in the 
sport pages by anyone who has 
anything to say. Financial pages 
have daily features by B. C. Forbes, 
Michael Jay, Wylie King, Merryle 
Stanley Rukeyser, Stanton Leeds, 
John M. Morahan, Joseph Lawrence 
and Broadan Wall. 

This number of signed special ar- 
ticles is double the number used by 
any daily paper in the west, triple 
the number of by-lines on any other 
Los Angeles daily. 





10 Years of Publishing 

Simon & Schuster, galloping past 
the tenth milestone of their pub- 
lishing careers, continue to be the 
showmen of the book mart. They’ve 
had a smaller list and more best- 
sellers in that stretch than any old 
line house, and practically all their 
best-sellers were with new names. 

Firm owes origin to elevator in 
old Aeolian building. M. Lincoln 
Schuster was manager of an outfit 
that put on automobile shows; 
Richard L. Simon a piano peddler. 
Offices of both in the same build- 
ing. 

They used to meet in the elevator. 
Once on walking out they got to 
discussing books. They discovered 
both thought Romann Rolland’s 


‘Jean Christophe’ the’ greatest 
novel ever written, This. story, 
about Beethoven really, revealed 


another thing. Both of them loved 
good music. 

In time they even published a 
life of Beethoven, which nosedived. 
But by that time they could afford 
nosedives, 





New Deal Band Wagon? 

Must be money eyound some- 
where. Every day new announce- 
ments are cropping up of small 
mags around the country for ‘better 
writing” poetry, etc. Hardly ever 
been a little mag of this sort which 
made money, making the avalanche 
that much more mysterious. 

Three of the most recently an- 
nounced mags are Smoke, magazine 
of poetry, to be published in Provi- 
dence, R. I., as a quarterly; Minor- 
ity, general literary mag published 
in New York, and Manuscript, short 
stories and poems, published in 
Athens, Ohio. | 





Off Pattern 

Western novels, like western pic- 
tures, run pretty true to one of the 
half dozen time-tried formulae, but 
now and then one comes along that 
gets over onto a new track, and the 
result is apt to be more diverting. 

One of the rarities is Cherry 
Wilson’s ‘Black Wings Rider’ (King, 
$2), which retains the inaccessible 
retreat of the bandits, but makes it 
the corral for a super-horse, pos- 
session of which is desired by the 
contending factions. But this quest 
is made keenly interesting through 
a broader treatment of the char- 
acters, and the book should appeal 
to many to whom the horse epics 
are anathema. This is a story. 





Greenfield as Sponsor 
New mag publisher is Nicholas C. 
Greenfield, who is preparing a 
monthly which he will cal] Yankee- 
land Magazine. Will be a general 





orig } 


publication of fact and fiction. First 
issue wil) be out in February or 
March 








‘Timber Line’ ($3.00) 





Best Sellere 


| 
| 
Best Sellers for the week ending Jan. 13, as reported by the 
| American News Co., Inc. 
| 
| 
| 


Fiction 
‘Anthony Adverse’ ($3.00) ...ccecccccvesesess ‘ .By Hervey Alien 
‘Thin Man’ (92.00) ccccasccocseeseces 9006080 6% By Dashiell Hammett 
‘Sea Level’ ($2.50) ...cceee Te TTTT CLT TTT TT TT TTT By Anne Parrish 
‘Skin & Bones’ ($2.00) ..... éveese Bangle iain ares By Thorne Smith 
‘Alabam’’* ($2.00) ....-<:e« eoetesescoces By Denald Henderson Clark 
‘Cross of Peace’ ($2.50) ...ccccccccccscece eceeeee- BY Philip Gibbs 
Non-Fiction 
‘Brazilian Adventure’ ($2.75) ..cccccccccccccvcces: By Peter Fleming 


‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) ... 
‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00)..By Arthur Kallet & F. J. Schlink 
‘Crowded Hours’ ($3.00).......e.:ee- By Alice Roosevelt Longworth 
‘More Power to You’ ($1.75)..ccccccccessece: By Walter B. Pitkin 


Walter B. Pitkin 
By Gen: Fowler 


ceneesounss.eee 








Journalistic Senators 

Recent appointment of Joseph C. 
O’Mahoney, who was Assistant 
Postmaster General, as United 
States Senator from Wyoming to 
succeeti the late John B. Kendrick, 
added another name to the group 
of newspapermen who now serve in 
the Upper House. A native of 
Massachusetts, he first worked on 
the Cambridge ‘Democrat.’ In his 
early twenties he moved to Boulder 
City, Col., where he served as city 
editor of the ‘Herald.’ From 
Boulder City, O’Mahoney went to 
Cheyenne, Wyo., as city editor of 
Senator Kendrick’s daily, the ‘State 


Leader.’ 

Later Senator Kendrick . took 
O’Mahoney to Washington in a sec- 
retarial capacity. While in the 


Capital City he studied law on the 
side, and after receiving his degree, 
he returned to Wyoming to prac- 
tice at the bar and to enter poli- 
tics. Senator O’Mahoney is very 
close to President Roosevelt, having 
led the latter’s pre-convention cam- 
paign in the West and having 
served as National Chairman James 
A. Farley's assistant in the election 
campaign. 

Other U. S. Senators who have 
newspaper connections include: 
Carter Glass, owner of the Lynch- 
burg, Va., ‘News’ and ‘Advance’; 
Arthur Capper, publisher of the To- 
peka, Kan., ‘Capital’ and of several 
farm papers; Arthur H. Vanden- 
berg, owner of the Grand Rapids, 
Mich., ‘Herald’; and Royal S. Cope- 
land, of New York, syndicate writer 
on health problems. Senator Huey 
P. Long, also is credited with hold- 
ing an interest in one or two 
Louisiana papers, 


Boston Firm Peps Up 

Departure of Warren F. Gregory 
as the head of Lathrop, Lee & 
Shephard, the Boston book house, 
will end the firm’s extreme conser- 
vatism, Gregory goes out after 30 
years as president of the concern, 
making way for Trentwell Mason 
White, who comes over from the 
D. C. Heath Co., also of Boston. 

White’s plans are to pep up the 
organization, principally by increas- 
ing the company’s fiction list for 
adults. Hitherto the firm had spe- 
cialized in juvenile reading mat- 
ter, with an occasional book for 
grown-ups. 

Although White was an editorial 
man at Heath, he will not head the 
Lothrop, Lee & Shephard editorial 
department, as did his predecessor. 
Instead, White is bringing in Lu- 
cille Gulliver from Little, Brown as 
editorial head. The new Lothrop, 
Lee & Shephard plans even include 
moving to a location. 





Puns on ‘Unmentionabies’ 

When Robert Cortes Holliday 
wrote a book on ladies’ lingerie he 
didn’t realize what he was letting 
himself in for. After ‘Unmention- 
ables’ was published by Long & 
Smith, the tide of comment began 
*to rollin. It became a field day for 
bad puns by literary folks. 

Ellis Parker Butler wrote a note 
in suggesting that the publisher 
adopt the motto of William of 
Orange, “Saevis tranquillus in un- 
dies.’ Irvin S. Cobb thought the 
book might have been called ‘Lapsus 
Lingerie.’ 3urton Rascoe calls the 
book a ‘unique, amusing Shandean 
masterpiece,’ but doesn’t bother ex- 
plaining what that is. 








Wall St. Exposed—Again 
New book publishing house call- 
ing itself the Newcastle Press gets 
started shortly to issue a general 
list of books. Will include fiction. 





Hearst Into Denver? 

Denver hears rumors that Hearst 
plans to enter town by purchase of 
the Denver Post, or the Rocky 
Mountain News. Post is being op- 
erated by the Bonfils estate and the 
News is a Scripps-Howard prop- 
erty. 

Post always bought everything 
that Hearst had to sell in the way 
of newspaper syndicate matter, 
Sunday comics and news services. 

It is reported there have been 
differences as to the way the Post 
treated Brisbane’s Today’ column, 
it being said the Post deleted cer- 
tain paragraphs that boosted other 
sections of the country more than 
the Post cared to sponsor. 

This is not the first time Hearst 
has wanted to enter Denver. The 
other time Bonfils and Tammen 
held the Post at around $7,000,000, 
and Hearst wouldn’t pay it. — 

Reports say that Hearst’s me- 
chanical superintendent has been 
in Denver contacting for key men 
in the mechanical departments and 
that a deal will be closed as soon 
as the Bonfils estate is settled, 
which usually takes a year in Colo- 
rado. Bonfils died in February last 
year. 





Nick Carter’s Prototypes 

Street & Smith, which inaugu- 
rated that personal type of fiction 
mag, widely copied by other pub- 
lishers, getting out still another— 
its third—along the same lines, 
This one bearing the title of Bill 
Barnes, Air Adventurer, and as the 
subtitle indicates has to do with 
air stuff. Other two mags are Nick 
Carter, which was the first of its 
kind, and Doc Savage. John IL. 
Nanovic, who made Nick Carter 
score, editing all three. 

Persona] type of fiction mag de- 
votes the lead story in each issue 
to the same character, Mag in each 
instance takes its name from that 
character. By-lines on the stories 
are usually pseudonyms and the 
property of the publisher. Same 
author does not always do every 
adventure of the title character, al- 
though the by-line continues regu- 
larly. 





Rian James’ Latest 
Back cover blurb about Rian 
James on the jacket of ‘Ladies in 
Waiting’ (King, $2) epitomizes 
criticism when it refers to him as 

a lending library favorite. 
He specializes in turning out hot 
romances easy to read, but not 
worth remembering, and those who 


buy books for their shelves for 
permanent use pass him over 
lightly. 

His latest is the story of a 


Follies girl who goes to Hollywood 
and becomes involved in a geo- 
metrical design rather than a tri- 
angle. Continuity moves rapidly 
and holds the interest of the quick 
readers, who revel in the salty lan- 
guage and suggestive situations, 
James shows improvement in han- 
dling plot, but he’s still shy on the 
literary flavor. 





March of Events Build-Up 

William Soskin, book critic of the 
New York Evening Post, has moved 
over to the American, which yester- 
day (Monday) started to carry a 
daily book column under his by- 
line. 

Other new contributors added to 
the daily March of Events page in 
the American, under the editorship 
of B. A. Bergman, former managing 
editor of the New Yorker, are 
Frank Sullivan, Ogden Nash, Will 





Cuppy and Clarence Day. Latter 
two are ace magazine contributors, 


Little Women Vogue 








Sponsors of the Newcastle Press 
are a non-active group, with A. J. Exceptional success of the film 
Calie the working head of the or- | ‘Little WW men’, and the resultant 
ganization. renewed call for the book, resulting 
Although no editorial head has in the activity of a number of pub- 
been appointed as -yet, the first lishers to reprint it. Copyright on 
Newcastle book has already been | the work has expired and now that 
decided upon. It’s ‘Weeds of Wall! it is in public domain, anyone can 
Street,’ said to be a supposed ex- print it. 
pose of stock manipulation. Ar- The ‘Little Women’ sequel, ‘Little 
thur M. Wickwire is the antho (Continued on page 05) 
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~ Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Her admirers know Madge Evans 
as a clear-eyed, forthright, true- 
blue, girl from a good family. Now, 
in ‘Fugitive Lovers,’ Miss Evans 
proves that her noble and com- 
mendable qualities are a basic part 
of her very being, for she’s quite 
as clear-eyed, forthright and true- 
blue when she has to play a chorus 
girl who's been around. 

Though she talks back, takes care 
of herself, gives as good as she 
gets and so on, in this brash new 
environment, any dolt can see she’s 
chuck full of shining integrity, 
and that, if in the pursuit of her 
career it’s been necessary for her to 
make an occasional compromise, 
still always to her own self she’s 
been true. 

It's done 
to see how 
Knocking about back stage in a 
brief little satin skirt and circlet 
of white fox over a bodice, with mad 
little black satin cap smashed over 
one eye, has challenged Miss Evans’ 
make-up proficiency. She's getting 
herself up still prettier than she did 
as a protected daughter. Fleeing 
the villain in a _ transcontinental 
bus, and submitting to the all too 
evident discomforts of this mode of 
travel. Miss Evans yet manages 
to maintain her singular neatness 


too, 
lives. 


Miss 
the 


Evans good, 
other half 


and niceness, and even the steady 
wave in her well ordered hair. 
A tender hearted fass, Miss 


Evans is one to see to it that per- 
sonable young men get their proper 
sleep. Robert Montgomery hasn't 
been getting his—he’s been too busy 
running away from prison—so Miss 
Evans tells him to put his head on 
her shoulder, and she'll tell him the 
story of her life. No sooner does she 
start to carry out her threat than 
he’s snoring. Surely Miss Evans’ 
life can’t have been as dull as all 
that. 


Miss Tobin, and the Girls 


Although Genevieve Tobin—be- 
cause she’s pretty and soft and 
dainty and blonde—is always being 
cast as a lovable little kitten, the 
ladies in the audience seem to find 


her more grown up than that. Set 
a woman to catch @ woman. 
Miss Tobin's little ways are not 


apt to endear her to the femmes be- 
cause they recognize in them their 
own deliberate scheming. To the 
ladies, her artless coquetries are not 
so artless. Hep to the smoothness 
of her technique, the girls just can't 
find it in their hearts to regard her 
as a sympathy-deserving, sweet lit- 
tle embattled heroine. Somehow 
she'll always be more of a menace 
to them. 

Therefore, in ‘Easy to Love’ none 
of the ladies are the least bit dis- 
turbed to note that Miss Tobin's 
husband is straying. He'll be back, 
they're sure, and before clever little 
Mi-s Tobin is through with him 
he'll rue the day he slipped. 

So, instead of marveling at what 
a pretty little thing she is in her 
lovely lace and satin -hemises, the 
ladies are going to mutter that since 
she’s made her point, why doesn’t 
she pull her velvet and lace negli- 
gee ao’ out her. Give an essentially 
good girl like Miss Tobin a strip 
number—and _ pretty soon she'll 
think she’s Mae West. But Miss 
Tobin sniffs imaginary sniffs into 
outrageously inadequate little hand- 
kerchiefs, laughs musically, opens 
her round blue eyes wide, dials tele- 
phone numbers with her little finger 
gracefully extended, and all in all 
has herself a time. She even gets 
in a few broad ‘A’s,’ quite gaily ob- 
livious to the grim foot tapping 
she’s provoking from the sorely 
tried femme contingent out front. 
But what she doesn’t know can't 
hurt her, 

It is so pleasant, by contrast, to 
watch natural, unaffected, unde- 
luded Mary Astor that the ladies 
will even forgive her the amazingly 


naked black velvet evening dress 
topped with a wide draped silver 
cloth collar cut away in points at 
the waist line till almost nothing is 
left. She looks very well in her 
new short banged coiffure and 
make-up that intensifies the clear, 


steady, agreeable look of her eves. 





There's a Girl at the Palace 

There's a girl at the Palace this 
week, Sheila Barrett by name, who 
conjures up a memory of the great 
ladies who once ttrailed’ glory 
across the Palace stage. True, it 
is a very fleeting memory she 


evokes, and she does it not so much 
by her talent—which is present but 
in need of studious development— 
as she does by her unquestionable 
chic, She has an instinctive un ler- 
standing of her type, knows in- 


tuitively how best 
even if she so expert 
at conquering her material. 

It’s been many a day since an 
actress has.appeared at the Palace 
armed with enough fashion knowl- 
edge to walk forth in a black satin 
high-necked, utterly 
cut dress— 
to fasten on 
to re- 

But 


is not as yet 


long-sleeved, 
simple yet beautifully 
and resist the impulse 
it at least a diamond clip 
lieve its relentless severity. 
Miss Barrett realizes that she has 
an enviable figure, knows that the 
princesse bias line of her frock 
makes the most of it. 

In back her dress is slit to the 
waist, a bit of surprise to comple- 
ment the daring of complete, flow- 
ing swathing in front. Now it 
would be nice if Miss Barrett, who 
shows such interesting clothes 
judgment, and can wear her un- 
adorned costume and look smart 
whereas most femmes would look 
merely arty in it—it would be nice 
if she could carry her individuality 
further and devise a way of re- 
arranging her hair for her imper- 
sonations, without combing it out 
before the audience. All lady 
mimics do that. Better yet, make 
her impersonations so true and 
clearly defined to herself that no 
characteristic coiffure is necessary 
to project them with like definite- 
ness to her audience. 

The plump little lady assistant 
in Arthur Petley’s trampoline act 
keeps herself busy saying ‘whoopee’ 
at the act’s stunts, humming to the 
music, doing absent-minded little 
steps, bowing, back-somersault- 
ing, extending her arms and com- 
menting ‘there we are,’ walking on 
her hands, and exiting with brave 
cartwheels at the finish. She wears, 
for all these generously proffered 
little accomplishments, a_ short 
black satin costume trimmed with 
white, a black and white cap 
perched rakishly on the side of her 
head, and sheer black stockings. 
Her legs, she knows, are good. 
Miss Crawford, dancing with 
Reggie Childs’ orchestra, does it in 
a handsome white velvet evening 
frock with red fox shoulder straps 
and red fox banding its gracefully 
flaring hem, 

The good looking blonde lady 
stooge who combats Mills, Gold and 
Raye fancies a square necked black 
satin, briefly trained dress for her 
arduous work, but admits no need 
to be girdled. 








Music Hall’s Anniversary 


The Roxyettes can console them- 
selves with this at the Music Hall's 
first anniversary show: Even if the 
Ballet Corps does borrow some of 
their own particular sure-fire stuff 
for ‘Poppies,’ it’s still the Roxyettes 
who close the show. 

And the Roxyettes need some- 

thing to feel good about this week, 
having to wear the least worthy of 
all their old costumes, just when 
the Ballet Corps gets to wear the 
most alluring of all theirs. 
It seems that there’s been de- 
vised for ‘The Music Hall on Pa- 
rade,’ title of the birthday celebra- 
tion that brings forth from the or- 
chestra pit the various groups of 
the Music Hall’s stock company for 
competitive recital, a color scheme 
of white, greys and orange, given 
character by the introduction of 
henna and brown. 

The Roxyettes, unfortunately, 
happened to have some brown vel- 
vet leotards combined with cream 
satin, whose matching pancake hats 
sporting orange coque feathers all 
work into the scheme very nicely, 
though they don’t begin to appre- 
ciate what splendid figures the 
Roxyettes have, nor understand the 
need of simplicity and dash to bring 
this attribute its proper share of 
attention. It’s all the more ironical 
to the Roxyettes, because the Choral 


Choral Ensemble. 

But the steam curtain, which al- 
Ways closes the Music Hall's sig- 
nificant weeks, soon kindly befogs 
the injustice of it all 

Girls Will Be Boys 

Something very sad, and yet a 


little bit funny, about watching the 
eight girls of ‘Eight Girls in a Boat’ 
manoeuver their racing shell. Their 
valiant striving to be brusque, ef- 





ficient, emotionless, sporting, some- 





to accentuate It, 


Ensemble is wearing long white 
satin evening dresses with half 
orange, half henna collars, whose 
only justification for creation would 
be the fact that they're intended to | 
set off slim waists and long legs— 
structural proportions that exactly 
describe the Roxvettes, but most 
certainly not the ladies of the 


— ee 








yertrude Alicoate is in F'lo- 
rida for the winter....the ‘Fol- 
lies’ has practically duplicated 
the effect of tall girls on a 
stairway in tong-trained se- 
quin gowns, that caused such 
a stir in ‘Roberta’....the Hol- 
lywood restaurant gave Sophie 
Tucker her 46th birthday party 
Sunday night (14)....that was 
Conrad Nagel strolling in Cen- 
tral Park the other day....the 
former Jean Ackerman, and 
her hubby have gone to Hono- 
lulu for four months....Mrs. 
troucho Marx was pretty in 
that mink coat and turned 
back brown hat....that cute 
girl, singing with Will Os- 
borne’s band, is Harry Romm’s 
young daughter....Pat O’Brien 
and Spencer Tracy were bud- 
dies when they went to Mar- 
quette University....Vaughn 
DeLeath is back from South 
America....Dorothy Stone 
plans a vaudeville unit, as does 
Rae Samuels....Agnes Ayres 
is doing personal appearances 
in Chicago....Gertrude Rheim, 
daughter of a ‘Follies’ girl, is 
conducting a dancing school 
| ....Margaret Smith is here to 
buy little numbers for her 
Honululu shop....Ona Munson 
looked cute in that red velvet 
tam the other night at the 
‘Follies’....a woman in the au- 
dience wanted to know how 
Fannie Brice kept that lovely 
figure....Dorothy Hall will do 
another show soon....Bert 
Lytell is back from the mid- 
west....Harry Puck will pro- 
duce vaude units. 


| Did You Know That— 
| 
| 











ae 


how only reveals how inept women 
are at a man’s game. Though ob- 
serving their antics is not the un- 
esthetic pastime, for instance, that 
looking at lady baseball players is, 
for crew shorts and jerseys are far 
more becoming on girls than base- 
ball unforms, still it produces the 
same impression of faintly comic 
futility. Girls will be boys, even 
though they’re not very good at it. 


The inconsistencies of Dorothy 
Wilson's behavior in this girls’ 
school idyll may be attributed, of 
course, to the fact that she’s going 
to have a baby. And that Kay 
Johnson, the school’s headmistress, 
is so long interpreting Miss Wil- 
son’s irrational conduct only goes to 
show what a really good school it is. 
It takes Miss Johnson so long to 
understand because she’s never run 
up against such a situation before. 


To atone for Miss Johnson's lack 
of sensitivity, she’s been granted a 
beautiful shot of her classic profile 
in shadow against a sunny sky, and 
her coiffure, short, side-parted, flat 
in little ringlets, suits her exactly. 
Her acting carries the authority of 
her position. As to the pupils, they 
are lucky girls to find a school situ- 
ated on such an enchanting lake, 
whose curriculum permits them so 
much time to disport themselves in 
that lake. Very pretty girls, too, 
and warm-hearted, well-mannered, 
and not the least bit inquisitive, 
either. When Miss Wilson tells, not 
one of them asks the father’s name. 





Soviet Dancers 


Vecheslova and Chabukani, the 
first Soviet dancers allowed to get 
out of the U.S.S.R., made _ their 
American debut at Carnegie Hall, 
Jan, 12, Comrades, with copies of 
the Moscow News in their arms, 
stationed themselves on the steps 
of the Hall long before curtain time, 
but the audience that filed into the 
auditorium were Capitalists. The 
humblest of them had amassed at 
least $1.10. 

Capitalists with room in their 
hearts for the new Russia, never- 
theless. Their response to Veche- 
slova and Chabukani rang out with 
brotherly love. 

The Soviet dancers’ costumes, 
their expressions, their choreo- 
|graphy, their accompaniment, are 
jall faithful to the ways of the old 
lvegime, Chabukani shows. great 
freedom of movement, springs into 
,magnificent leaps, throws himself 
j}into epic whirls—all patterned in 
| the tradition of the ballet developed 
| from the patronage of private prop- 
| erty. Adaigo dancers at Rockefel- 
| 
| 





ler Music Hall wear wisps of chif- 
fon on their trunks, too. 

| Vecheslova’s costumes are made 
| with hourgeois tinsel and net just 
llike the dresses of flash act ballet 
| dancers’ in Capitalism’s vaude. But 
toe dancers in vaude have to keep 
their knees straight. 

The first Soviet dancers to appear 
jin America, to the tune of a piano 
jand a lady page-turner, preserves 
the Five-Year Plan. 


' 
respect 


for 


Sen  — 





(Continued from page 19) 


a good time was had by all and 
as the town is rather slow on pub- 
lic parties, he figures that he'll have 
a crowd at least once a month that 
will mean real profit. 
No film is shown, and the only 
cost is for the lights and heat and 
a pianist; the latter the local music 
teacher, glad to get a little adver- 
tising and a coupie of dollars. 
Seems to depend largely on who 
runs things, but properly done, it 


is a real treat. 
Fire Writing 
Manager wanted one of those 


novelties in which a red-hot iron 
or a cigaret or a pipe applied to the 
spot marked started a smoldering 
flame which gradually traveled over 
the surface of the paper until it 
formed a message. He was unable 
to locate anyone who made a spe- 
cialty of the novelty, and hand 
writing would be too expensive. His 
sign writer figured out the answer. 

From a square of felt he cut out 
the design, being careful not to fully 
close such letters as O and A and 
to run a strip from one word to the 
next, the message being a ‘don’t 
miss’ with a shori title. 

This was was mounted on a board 
with waterproof glue, care being 
taken to center the message and 
make sure the message read in re- 
verse, as in printer's type. 

This stamp was soaked in a so- 
lution of saltpeter and impressed 
on the thinnest newsprint paper. 
With a little experimenting, a boy 
turned out a product as satisfac- 
tory as professional work, and at a 
much smaller cost. 

Directions and sales matter were 
printed on the sheets before im- 
pregnation. Hadn't been seen in 
town for some time and made a big 
hit, which seemed to help the pic- 
ture, 

Angles 

With plenty of amateur 
in his clientele, a manager has 
started a picture contest with 
monthly and quarterly prizes. Each 
month some local spot is announced 
as the subject and the prizes will be 
awarded to the ones making the 
most original shot. Within limita- 
tions, the technical excellence of the 
picture will be discounted, the angle 
and lighting being regarded as more 
important than mechanical work. 

Basic idea is to get interest in 
camera angles in pictures, with a 
special playup on feaures which 
contain unusual photography. The 
three monthly prize winners will 
compete for the quarterly award, 
and all competitors are limited to a 
single submission each month, All 
pictures become the property of the 
theatre and will be used in frames 
in the long entrance foyer, alternat- 
ing with similarly framed displays 
on current and coming . pictures. 
Three photo developers in town 
and each offering an additional 
prize if the picture was developed 
by them, which gives three spots 


photogs 


| Exploitation 
| 
| 


Cutting In 

For occasional appeal it's a 
good gug to cut small illustrations 
from the newspaper and magazine 
advertising pages and use them ae 
the foundation for a novelty mes- 


sage in the lobby. Idea is to get 
plenty of cuts and then weave them 
into a running announcement for 
the picture or the theatre as an in. 
stitution. Best way is to pin them 
to a wall or other surface until 
there's a collection and then let the 
material guide to some extent the 
message, 

A sample could start of with, 
When you tire of your (cut of an 
easy chair) and want to go places 
in your (cut of an automobile), why 
not make the (cut of the theatre 
signature) the windup of your trip 
after a (cut of a cup of coffee) ana 
(cut of a piece of cake)?’ There 
should be enough copy to fill a still 
frame or even go on a three-sheet 
board. 


May sound a bit childish, but it 
will be found that it will stop peo- 
ple who \. ould pass the most attrac- 
tive display of stills, and they'll 
stick around until it is all puzzled 


an 


out. Not good for a quick return, 
but can be repeated in a few 
months. It can even be made the 


basis of a contest, with prizes for 
the best submissions, which can be 
laid off to stores for window work. 
Idea has been used to some ex- 
tent in newspaper advertising, and 
it always catches the eye because 
it’s different from other layouts. 


By Phone 


Lacking an angle to which to 
tack an appropriate lobby stunt, a 
manager put a_ telephone in his 
lobby with a sign inviting all and 
sundry to call up and ask about 
the picture. Many persons thought 
it was a practical joke and laid off, 
but enough called up to make a 
fairly continuous call. Phone was 
connected to the upstairs office and 
the replies came via a loud speaker 
installed just above the instrument, 
Replies were made by a girl with 
a pleasant voice who had _ been 
schooled about the picture and was 
able to answer any definite ques- 
tion as to cast, locale, ete. Only in- 
formation she refused to give was 
the outcome of the story, telling in- 
quirers they would have to see the 
picture for that. 

Stunt worked so well that the 
manager was tempted to keep 
the girl to answer regular phone 
calls when anyone wants to know 
what the current picture is. She 
has the trick of infusing her chat- 
ter with enthusiasm without prom- 
ising too much, and the house 
steersman figures she’ll earn more 
than her salary in the extra busi- 
ness she'll steer into the house. 


Most phone replies are stereo- 
typed and uuinspiring, merely the 
information desired. This girl 
makes even a banal title sound in- 
viting by adding a few words of 
description. 





for permanent plugs. 








The Five-Year Plan can’t 
America and dance, 





An Eskimo’s Idol 

In all her screen career, Elissa 
Landi has never been tossed the 
flattery that heaps at her feet in 
‘Man of Two Worlds.’ To Francis 
Lederer, a poor Eskimo, her photo- 
graph is more anaesthetic than 
ether, more soporific than morphine. 
He looks at it while his fractured 
leg is set and feels no pain. And 
Miss Landi’s voice, wafted on radio 
waves from London to an ice-bound 


Arctic exploration ship, makes 
brave men swoon. Mr. Lederer 
faints dead away when first he 


hears -it. 

It develops that Mr. Lederer be- 
lieves, in his simple, strrightfor- 
ward manner, that Miss Landi is 
white magic, sort of a goddess. She 
looks divine, anyway, in her white 
tea gown with classic draperies and 
Crecian girdle outlining her Diana- 
esque figure. Besides, she’s doing 
her hair in the same short curled 
coiffure swept up and off her fore- 
head that was so very becoming to 





her as a legendary Amazon in ‘The 


Warrior's Husband.’ Were it not 
for the fact that her mouth twists 
human-like when she talks, and 
that she has to speak a kind of 
pidgin English most of the time— 
everybody in the picture talks 
pidgin English sooner or later be- 
cause of the Eskimo, werc it not 


for carelessness anybody might con- 
sider Miss Landi. a goddess. A 
stylish goddess who fastens her 
tweed suits with large wooden ini- 
tial clips. 

Steffi Duna plays a young lady 
Eskimo without powder, mascara or 
lipstick, who chews large hunks of 
blubber with genuine relish. But 
though it is Miss Duna's lot to suf- 
fer all the realism in the film, it 
doesn't get her down. She is sweet 


come to 


Roxyettes Az Iz 


Though Roxy is out of the Music 
Hall, the Roxyettes name for the 
dancing line continues. 
Girls are still wearing rehearsal 
sweaters marked Roxy. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles La Torre, 
son, in New York, Jan. 10. Father 
is a legit actor, currently in ‘Ma- 
hogany Hall.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Green, son, 
Beverly Hills, Calif., Jan. 11. Mrs, 
treen was Alva Larsen, actress, 


Mrs. Christine Lee to Ricardo Cor- 
tez, Phoenix, Jan. &. 
Donna Damerel to Gene Kretzin- 








ger in Chicago, Jan, 3. Bride is 
Marge of radio act of Myrt and 


Marge; groom is of team of Gene 
and Charlie. 

Evelyn Karrer to Charles Kret- 
zinger, in Chicago, Jan. 3. Bride is 
non-pro; groom is of team of Gene 
and Charlie. 

Beverly West to Vladimir Baikoff, 
in Chicago, Jan. 3. 

Mrs. Iris Tree Moffat to Frederick 
L. Wicheln, New York, Jan. %. 
Bride is the daughter of the late 
Sir Hubert Beerbohm Tree and was 
in Guest's ‘Miracle.’ 
Katherine Strube is 
Hollywoed for London 
Gordon Wellsley Wong, 
scenarist. 

Maxine Dailey Lewis, 24, radio 
entertainer and actress, and Donald 
Cook, screen actor, have filed in- 
tention to wed in L. A., Jan. 17. 
Mrs. J. Janet McCormick to 
Stephen Goosson, Hollywood, Jan 
14. Bride is the former wife of 
John McCormick, picture director 


leaving 
to marry 
former U 





and appealing and even charming. 


Groom is an art director. 
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Fay Baker, fan dancer, touring 
the Canadian northwest, reported 
missing Thursday (11) and scouts 
She was flying from Pas to 





out. 
Winnipeg. Lost in the fog with 
phone disabled. Arrived Sunday 


(14) seven days overdue. 

Russell Johns ran a swap party 
at the Algonquin Saturday (13). 
Idea was that you brought the 
Christmas presents you didn’t want 
and swapped for something some- 
one else didn’t care for. Chiefly for 
the theatrical crowd headquartering 
there. 

Theatre Guild decides upon “They 
Shall Not Die’ as its fifth produc- 
tion, and Philip Moeller will lick it 
into shape. It’s about the Scotts- 
boro trial. 

New ruling limits homecoming 
travelers to o1.e quart of duty free 
liquor per munth. Aimed chiefly at 
the Canadian border towns where 
autoists have been bringi it in 
by the case under the $100 limit. 
Caught a lot of the crowd from 
Bermuda on a Europe. 

Karin Branzell sang her one scene 
as Fricka in ‘Die Walkure’ at the 
Metropolit 1 Thursday but fainted 
as she left the stage. She was or- 
dered not to essay ‘Salome’ at the 
Saturday performance. 

‘Mackerel Skies’ spotted for the 
Playhouse Jan, 23. 

Thomas Gordon and Louis Mer- 
rill among the 29 nersons arraigned 
in the night court Thursday (11) 
for begging. Gordon told the judge 
he was an acrobat with the Five 
Gordonias, but the troupe went 
broke. Merrill claimed to be a vo- 
calist, but a broken jaw prevented 
his singing. Merrill was sent to 
the Actors’ Dinner Club and Gor- 
don to the municipal lodging house. 
Efforts will be made to find them 
jobs. 

Jean Coventry, whese husband is 
suing for annulment, explaining he 
only married her to spite Faith Ba- 
con, filed an amended answer in 
which she alleges that Jack Stan- 
ley Morris, her husband, is a fugi- 
tive from the jurisdiction of the 
court. Adds she was awarded in- 
terim alimony of $50 a week but has 
received no payments. 

Peggy Fears (Mrs. A. C. Blumen- 
thal) in bankruptcy action against 
Lucinda-Peggy Fears gown. shop, 
tells referee Thursday (11) it’s all 
her husband’s fault. He stopped 
angeling when they scrapped. Ex- 
plains she barely speaks to him but 
wouldn’t go anywhere with him. 
Also bawls out the attorneys for 
the creditors, charging they broke 
faith on an agreement. Next hear- 
ing today (Tues.). 

Ken Murray, in contempt of court 
for failure to pay $2,700 alimony to 
his former wife, Charlotte Don- 
court, who was teamed with him in 
a vaude act. He can keep out of 
jail if he’ll pay it off at $5 a week, 
but that means kicking in with $80 
instead of the original $75 as al- 
lowed. Alimony allowed on a sep- 
aration suit five years ago. Now 
he’s suing for divorce. 

Museum of Modern Art opens to- 
day (16) an exhibition of theatre art 
under direction of Lee Simonson. 
To continue until Feb. 26. 

Grover A. Whalen to be chairman 
of the Lambs’ St. Patrick gambol. 

Prince Mike, otherwise Harry F. 
Gerguson, visited the Central Park 
Casino last week and got punched, 
so he took out a summons for Sid 
Solomon. In court Thursday: (11) 
he announced he wanted to drop the 
case. While he was talking to re- 
porters in the corridor he got 
slapped with a summons himself. 
It concerned an allegedly bad check 
he is said to have given Nicholas 
Bates back in 1931. Only $10, but 
imagine his embarrassment! 

August Heckscher, as head of two 
real estate companies, suing Rocke- 
feller Center and its officials for 
allegedly stealing tenants from 
other buildings. Wants $10,000,000. 

John McCluskey killed and Kate 
Pullman and her five-year-old son, 
Roscoe Ails, Jr., seriously injured 
when the auto in which they were 
making a jump from Montreal to 
Boston crashed a truck at Ayer, 
Mass, Jan. 10. 

Earl Simmons, playwright and 
actor, took his life by gas poisoning 
in a New York rooming house. He 
was found Wednesday (10). Disap- 
pointed over failure to sell a play 
and ignorant of the fact that James 
Johnston, an actor friend, had in- 
terested a backer. 

Celebrating Columbia students 
who were arrested for precipitating 


a panie in the Nemo theatre last 
week were dismissed by the city 


magistrate, who expressed his con- 
fidence that the university authori- 
ties would mete out proper punish- 
ment. 

Arthur Hamlin, of Kay, Hamlin 
and Kay, acrobats, ran into a piano 


at the Valencia theatre, sustaining 
internal injuries which caused his 


death Wednesday (10). 

Leo Newman and Warfield ticket 
agencies suspended for one week 
each by Legit Theatre Code Au- 
thority for selling tickets at more 
than the allowed premium. 

Burlesque managers held a meet- 
ing at the Eltinge theatre Wednes- 
day (10) in another effort to frame 
a burley code. Administrator Ro- 
senblatt there to remind them that 
the government would do the job if 
they couldn't. 

Madison Nat. 


Corp sued John 
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Ringling in Supreme Court on two 
notes of $25,000 each. Corp is as- 
signee of Manufacturers’ Trust. 

Ethel Barrymore to England last 
Thursday (11). To be seen in ‘12 
Pound Look.’ 

Dressmaker sued Peggy Joyce for 
$485, unpaid balance of a bill of 
$2,370. On court order papers were 
served on the captain of bellboys at 
the Waldoff when la Joyce could not 
be found. Testified that she makes 
her home there. 


Carl Brisson, English pic star, ar- 
rived Tuesday (9) to work for Par- 
amount. 


Sinclair Lewis back in town to 
direct staging of the untitled play 
he wrote with Lloyd Sinclair. Henry 
Hammond is backing. 


‘Champagne Sec’ will take to the 
road Jan. 22. 


Eddie Cantor’s annual entertain- 
ment for his boys’ camp at the New 
Amsterdam Feb. 11. 


Katharine Cornell extends road 
tour plans and will not come back 
to New York until next season. Ex- 
tra time will be given to the south. 


‘Among Those _ Sailing’ won't 
reach B'way. Closed in Philadelphia 
Jan. 13. 


Theatre Union announces it will 
switch plays in March, but not yet 
decided on the new offering. 


Nita Naldi will be seen in ‘What 
a Man,’ Hay-Sabin comedy. 


Anne Caldwell, who’s been giving 
her time to pix lately, heading for 
B’way with a new musical comedy. 


New Chase bank officials to use 
testimony at recent congressional 
investigations to try and get some 
coin back from the old officials who 
used bank funds to try and corner 
Fox. 

Two mass meetings at Bryant hall 
Tuesday (9) for the newly formed 
Theatre and Amusement Employees 
union, Local 113. Said to have up- 
ward of 2,000 names on the roster. 


Cast changes for ‘Whatever Pos- 
sessed Her’ following Boston tryout. 
Opens in New York Jan. 22. 


Park Assn. after Central Park Ca- 
sino, Wants prices down to level 
of average pocketbook. 


Damon & Meesmore’s suit against 
Earl Carroll for infringing their 
dinosaur in the Supreme Court last 
week. Carroll brought his allegedly 
infringing beast to the courthouse 
on a truck, evidently for publicity 
purposes. Producer got the decision. 


Sam Goldwyn in New York. On 
his way to Russia. 


George Gershwin dates Feb. 10 at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music as 
his only greater N. Y. date on that 
tour with Reisman’s orch. 


Tommy Manville, the Asbestos 
Kid, and the fourth Mrs. M., Mar- 
celle Edwards, showgirl, called it 
all off last week but repeated again. 

Bud Pollard casting for the first 
two of a series of pictures he plans 
to make at Fort Lee. 

Yehudi Menuhin, violinist, con- 
fined to his home suffering from 
ptomaine poisoning. Had to post- 
pone a concert. 

Peggy Rich and Peggy Hopkins 
Joyce dragged into the testimony in 
the suit by which the former Mrs. 
Jack De Ruyter seeks to obtain cus- 
tody of her two children, now with 
the husband. Mother given cus- 
tody. 

Metro Catering Co., which oper- 
ates the bars in the Met opera 
house, scolded by Mulrooney for 
permitting upright drinking. 

Theatre Guild denies that Helen 
Hayes is to quit ‘Mary of Scotland.’ 
Asserts she will finish the run, in- 
cluding the road tour. 

Theatre Guild of Canada has ar- 
ranged with Rowland Stebins to 
tour ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ above 
the border with an all-English cast. 

Billy Rose to head for Europe 
next month. 

Amelia Summerville in hospital 
after slipping on the ice, fracturing 
a hip and dislocating a shoulder. 
Reported recovering nicely. 

Estate of the late Evelyn Day 


Judson, who died last Sept. in 
Brookline, Mass., chiefly willed to 
charity. Trust company will decide 


upon the beneficiaries. 

David Lamar, the ‘Wolf of Wall 
Street,’ died in his room in the Hotel 
Wallington of heart trouble. Body 
discovered Saturday (13), but death 
was believed to have occurred two 
days earlier. 

Elizabeth Miele may put on ‘Ca- 
reer’ and ‘Alley Cat,’ undismayed by 
the flop of ‘Halfway to Hell.’ ‘Cat’ 
probably the first to arrive. Both 
had summer tryouts in Summit. 

Atttendance up 71% at the Auto- 
mobile Show. 

Shuberts reputed to be interested 
in a revue with Fred Allen. Also 
remembering they own ‘An Old 
Spanish Custom.’ 

Vivian Stanley, of the 
Prison commission, files a 
suit against Warner Bros., 
T Am a Fugitive from a Chain Gang’ 


Georgia 
$100,000 





| 
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alleging | 


similar suits, two of which have 
been settled out of court recently. 

John Golden put ‘A Broken Doll’ 
into rehearsal. 

Doug Fairbanks, Jr., in from 
Hollywood Friday (12) and off for 
London Saturday (13). Heading 
for Paris to be present at the open- 
ing of ‘Catherine the Great’. Then 
back to London to make another 
film. 

Arch Selwyn and Charles B. 
Cochran will bring Elisabeth Berg- 
ner to N. Y. next fall. She’s Ameri- 
can born and now in London in 
‘Escape Me Never’ which will be 
her vehicle over here. 

M. H. Aylesworth elected chair- 
man of the board of Radio City 
Theatres Co., at meeting Friday 
(12). 

Fred Keating considering a revue 
as his next adventure. One of 
those intimate affairs. Doesn't say 
whose, 

Freddy Miller of radio, has an 
idea of spotting a neighborhood 
theatre with a clientele which ap- 
proximates the air audience and 
trying out his broadcasts on them 
before hitting the mike. 

Police intimate that they’re going 
after the burley theatres in the 
same spirit in which they are an- 
noying the gamblers. They keep 
on pinching until it hurts. 

Associated Actors and Artists, 
which is Equity’s designation in 
the Federation of Labor, has issued 
charters to the Actors Betterment 
Eeague and the Burlesque Artists 
Assn. Burley organization  in- 
cludes both principals and chorus. 

U. S. Court of Appeals in Phila- 
delphia clears Albert M. Greenfield 
of A. C. Blumenthal’s charges that 
Greenfield concealed commissions 
received from the sale of Fox prop- 
erties in Phillie. Decision carries 


with it a reversal of the lower 
court’s award of $151,575 to Blum- 
enthal. 

With ‘Come of Age’ underway, 
Clemence Dane to Richmond to 
start a transcontinental lecture 
tour. 


Those Dorothy Parker dramatized 
stories, which have been shown at 
Barbizon Plaza hotel, may be 
brought to B’way with the author 
as m.c. 

Margaret Shaw, tap dancer, in 
court yesterday (Mon.) to press 
charges of felonious assault against 
Hiram Walker, Jr., nephew of the 
former mayor. 

Howard Hughes won the free- 
for-all air race at Miami Sunday 
(14) with an average speed of 187.7 
miles per hour. 

That new Philip Barry play now 
‘Her State of Grace.’ 


Coast 


Thieves entered the home of 
Jeanette Loff in Hollywood and 
stole a $600 fur coat. 

Bruce Cabot has filed a petition 
in Los Angeles to adopt the 11- 
year-old daughter of Adrienne 
Ames, his new wife. 

Dorothy Mackaill and Neil Miller, 
non-pro, have separated and are to 
be divorced. 

Alice Faye termed as ridiculous 
the allegations in Fay Webb Vallee’s 
separate maintenance suit against 
Rudy Vallee, that she had been too 
friendly with the singer. 

Wife and daughter of Leo Car- 
rillo have arrived in Los Angeles to 
live. 

Harry Lipsey, 33, sentenced from 
one year to life in San Quentin for 
holding up a Los Angeles theatre. 

Mayor Shaw of Los Angeles has 
signed an amendment to the city 
drunk ordinance, increasing the 
maximum penalties from 50 days’ 
imprisonment or a $50 fine, or both, 
to $500 fine or 180 days, or both. 

Mrs. George McManus, Sr., 
mother of the cartoonist and artist, 
is in Los Angeles to make her home 
with her son. 

Natalie Talmadge Keaton and 
Larry Kent are enroute to Panama, 
where they will pick up Kent’s 
yacht and cruise to Florida to meet 
her sister, Constance Netcher. 

Victor McLaglen’s home, La Can- 
dada, Cal., damaged $30,000 in the 
recent flood. 

A film studio cannot be held re- 
sponsible for debts of its stars, Mu- 
nicipal Judge Green ruled in a L. A. 
suit brought against Dorothea 
Wieck by G. O. Gumpel on alleged 
commish due. 

tandolph Scott has returned to 
Hollywood after a six weeks’ sojourn 
in England. 

Declaring that motion pictures are 
of vital importance in the attitudes 
of children, the state board of Cali- 
fornia Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, meeting in L, A., recom- 
mended that ‘photoplay apprecia- 
tion’ be made a part of high school 
courses. 

Attorneys for Mrs. Marion Y 
Read announced they would not ap- 
peal from the court ruling ordering 
a new trial in the $75,000 alienation 
of affections judgment 








slanders him. One of a number of! against Claire Windsor in  - ® 


awarded |‘ 


First court skirmish in the Rudy 
Vallee case will be fought Jan. 17 
when reps of Fox, NBC and Fleisch- 
mann appear before Judge Collier 
in L. A. to show cause why they 
should not be restrained from pay- 
ing Vallee any salary pending the 


hearing of the separate mainte- 
nance suit filed by Fay Webb 
Vallee. . 


Chloe Carter Rubenstein has filed 
suit for divorce from Harry Ru- 
benstein, song writer, in Los 
Angeles. 

Rebecea and Silton Co., Inc., 
agents, have filed suit against 
Helen Twelvetrees seeking $229 as- 
sertedly due under contract. 

Ruth Clifford, former pic actress, 
and her husband, James A. Cor- 
nelius, Bev-Hills broker, have sepa- 
rated and marriage of nine years 
may be dissolved in divorce court. 

Group headed by Hal Roach ‘and 
Dr. Charles Strub awarded permit 
to hold a horse race meet at Santa 
Anita, near Los Angeles, starting in 
January, 1935. 

Los Angeles clubs are hiring men 
to pass out admission cards. They 
are signed by the distributors and 
if a person is enticed to a club 
i gag he loses, the distrib gets a 
cut. 

Appointment of Alfred A. Cohn, 
screen writer, as customs collector 
in Los Angeles district, has been 
confirmed by the U. S. Senate, j 

State board of equalization has 
canceled liquor licenses for 33 L. A. 
clubs on the grounds that the estab- 
lishments had violated provisions 
of the likker act by allegedly dis- 
pensing the stuff behind closed 
doors, Colony, Clover and Mont- 
martre among those hit. 

Asserting a broadcast over 
KFWB poked fun at Glendale, Cal., 
during recent flood, Mayor Baudino 
has demanded an apology from the 
station. Hints court proceedings. 

Darlene Garrod, nurse, awarded 
$2,500 verdict against Columbia and 
a truck driver for the company as 
result of auto accident. 

California state coppers inter- 
rupted trek of Great Garbo and 
Rouben Mamoulian across the state 
line at Topock, Ariz. when they 
failed to stop for the customary ex- 
amination of tourists. Warned and 
let go. 

Henry Doidge has filed a $5,025 
suit for damages in L. A. against 
Allan Mowbray as a result of an 
auto accident. 

Buster Keaton filed suit in L, A. to 
break his contract with Jesse Weil. 
Weil countered with suit asking 
$104,880 breach of contract damages. 

Felix F. Palavicini, Mexican edi- 
tor and erstwhile minister of educa- 
tion in that country, lauded films as 
good will aid in Hollywood studio 
talk. 

Fay Webb Vallee is seeking $7,400 
a month from Rudy Vallee, crooner, 
for maintenance pending suit action 
for divorce. 

Payment of $8,045 back alimony 
has been demanded from Ted 
Healy in a suit filed by his former 
wife, Mrs Elizabeth Nash. 

Glendale, Cal., has banned the 
showing of the nudie ‘Elysia’ It 
played L. A. seven weeks. 

Pacific Coast Showmen’s Associa- 
tion held a banquet and boosted its 
benefit fund to $15,000. 

James Stacey has filed suit in 
L. A. seeking $100,000 from RKO, 
its subsidiaries, and Ely Culbertson 
over the authorship of a script ‘A 
Lesson in Bridge’. 

Mrs. Gracie Leland Andrews di- 
vorced from Udell S. Andrews, di- 
rector, in L. A. 


Mid-West 


‘Red’ Grange’s new 77 Club’s 
secretary was accidentally shot. 

1934 ‘World’s Fair’ will place 3,- 
000,000 pre-sale tickets on sale soon 

Harry Voiler, theatre ticket 
broker and former manager of the 
late ‘Texas’ Guinan, won his eighth 
delay against extradition to Cali- 
fornia where he has been indictcd 
for robbery of Mae West. 

Contracts signed for the erection 
of a Spanish Village at the ‘World’s 
Fair.’ 

Janet Gaynor in Chicago. 

Gilda Grey is being sought here 
by process servers who wish to col- 
lect $647. 

Another tenant added to the list 
of foreign villages to appear at the 
1934 ‘Century of Progress.’ Tunisia 
has signed contracts for the erection 
of a village. 


K. C. Gets Hot 


Kansas City, Jan. 15. 
After a special session lasting 87 
days, the state legislature passed 
a liquor law, and the 








regulation 


ing tonight (Monday). 
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hotels and night clubs are celebrat- | 


LA Kills Tango: 
$35,000 Weekly 
Back to Theatres 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 
Death blow 
this 





finally de- 
week by 


to tango, 


livered in city last 


Police Commission revocation of li- 
censes, following court decision of 
the game’s illegality, is expected to 
divert $35,000 per week back into 
other amusement circles, with the- 
atres expecting a big load of the 
salvage. Tango games in L. A. 
copped that much on an average. 

The man generally credited with 
the coup de grace to the outlawed 
game is Bud Lollier of Fox West 
Coast, who managed to get together 
strange bed fellows in the campaign, 
churchmen and theatre owners, so- 
cialites and chamber of commerce 
leaders. 

Drive directed by Lollier climaxed 
in a broadside of radio talks on the 
eve of an election to ban tango in 
the unincorporated county districts, 
Broadcasters represented school 
board, chambers of commerce, po- 
litical factions and ministerial 
unions. Election carried nearly 6 
to 1 against the games. 

Coincidentally a Superior Court 
test case had ruled tango a gam- 
bling and lottery game within the 
California statutes, which auto- 
matically outlawed its continuance. 
Then followed the Police Commis- 
sion’s revocation of licenses, affect- 
ing eight parlors in Venice, one in 
San Pedro and six within the Los 
Angeles city area. 


BILLY SUNDAY IN N.Y; 
ALMOST A SECRET! 


Billy Sunday was in New York 
all last week conducting revival 
meetings at Calvary Baptist 
Church on West 57th street. It 
was a semi-secret. 

Evangelist made station WHN 
(Loew) nightly from §8-8:15 and 
picked up some press blurbs, but 
generally speaking he didn’t whoop 
it up. 








THE LOWDOWN 


One Quart From Canada Okay H 
It Is For Yourself 





Albany, N. Y., Jan. 16, 

Here’s the lowdown for people 
who want to bring firewater into 
the states from Canada. An Amer- 
ican returning from the Dominion 
may bring up to $100 worth of Cae 
nadian ale or beer exempt from 
customs duty and internal revenue 
tax. 

As for liquor they may bring 
only one quart. But it must be 
proved to the satisfaction of cus- 
toms officials that the wet goods 
are for the individual’s own per- 
sonal use and not for sale. 
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Broadway 


Jack Lait back in town. 

Mark Barron returned from Texas 
vacash, 

George Morely'’s wife under Knife 
for major operation. 

Monte Prosser and Carl 
have written an original 

Frank Orsatti cancelled his sail 
ing plans to return to the Coast. 

Gilbert Miller’s gout chased him 
from London to a watering spot. 


Irving Berlin to the Bahamas, 
wife and child joined him Saturday. 
John Anderson, laid up with 
sinus trouble, is over the attack 


now. 

Harry Weber in from the Coast 
on a quickie and flying back next 
week. 

The Fox party for Eric Charrell 
was the first post-Volstead picture 
affair. 

The Scully offspring, Skippy, en 
route soon from Norway to Wood- 
stock. 

Harry Hershfield observes that 
Rubinoff even speaks dialect with 
an accent. 

Dick Watts back from Hollywood, 
where he picked up material for 
special articles. 

Grace Poggi, dancer in ‘Roman 
Scandals,’ has returned from a va- 
cation in Paris. 

Sam Cohen and Walter Gould 
telling each other things is some- 
thing to hear. 

Dave Blum’s trick pocket book 
from Java carries a set of instruc- 
tions for use with it. 

Mabel Jaffe has joined Frank Un- 
derwoed, eastern story ed for 20th 
Century. as his assistant. 

Leland Stowe, Paris correspond- 
ent of t..e New York ‘Herald-Trib- 
une,’ now in the United States on a 
visit. 

Val Lewton steps out of Metro 
in two weeks to settle down at his 
Old Greenwich cabin to devote full 
time to writing. 

Lord and Lady Livemore, over 
from London, played hosts to Pa- 
tricia Bowman on her Sunday off 
from the ‘Follies.’ 

Frank Craven in from coast and 
right back again. Wants to sell his 
Great Neck house. 

Back from abroad, Maurice Che- 
valier took off Sunday (14) for the 
Coast and Metro, ‘Merry Widow’ 
set. 

Fredric March, Mrs. March (Flor- 
ence Eldrii.e) and their daughter 
in yesterday (Monday) via _ the 
Canal on a vacation. 

Kuth Etting back east to resume 
radio work after stopping over at 
the kome town, David City, Neb., 
where she has a flock of relatives. 

Specs got fancy prices for the 
Tilden-Vines tennis match, which 
played to capacity at the Garden. 
No code limits re-sale prices, as 
with the legit theatres. 

Dorothea Antel, familiar Broad- 
way figure, will emerge as the sub- 
ject of an autobiography to be 
ghosted by Will W. Whalen. Not 
due for several months, Called ‘My 
Fall.’ 

Joe Shea says he’s writing a sce- 
nario for the Chandel Court club, 
composed of tenants in the Chandel 
Court apartments in Yonkers, who 
are planning to make a rpiccure for 
themselves. 

Sinclair Lewis and Lloyd Lewis, 
latter dramatic critic of the Chi- 
cago Daily News, are not relatives, 
but because they are constantly 
asked if they are they have decided 
it’s simpler to tell people they're 


Krug | 








self-taught, wrote a play that soon 


will be produced in Warsaw. 
Jadwiga Poletyllo, who poured 

sulphuric acid on an actor, Stefan 

Ordega, got five years in prison. 


Marja Pawlikowska suing Direc- 
tor Krzywoszewski; blames him 
for not producing her play, ‘Egyp- 
tian Wheat.’ 

Opera season started at last, as a 
limited company, workmen getting 
fixed salary, the others are on a 
percentage basis. They say that 
next year the opera will be taken 
over by the government. 

Zofja Suchankowna, a_ actressin 
Torun, received from the govern- 
ment a ‘Medal of Independence’ for 
taking part in war in Lwow as a 
child of 18. Witold Maliszewski 
and Eugenirsz Morawski, compos- 
ers, got Polonia Restituta Order 
from the government, and Zygmunt 
Kawecki, author, and Joseph Sli- 
wicki, an actor, got gold Merit 
Crosses. This correspondent got 
Merit dal with diploma from 
Federation Internationale de Danse. 








By Erich Glass 


Michel Fokine back from Amer- 
ica. 
‘White Horse Inn’ revived and 
withdrawn in a tick. 

Ann Tizia Leitich’s ‘Phoebe Play- 
ing at Love’ serialized. 

Marie Gutheil Schoder lecturing 
on art of creating a role. 
American Legion showing United 
Artists films privately at Pershing 
Hall. 


Albrecht Duerer had _ inferiority 


complex, according to Dr. Max 
Derli. 

Alma Rose waltzing with her 
girls in Scandinavia and Luxem- 
bourg. 

Paul Gerboth, theatre director, 
died suddenly at Troppau from 
apoplexy. 


Ian Hay’s ‘Tilly of Bloomsbury’ 
reaches Vienna under unrecogniz- 
able title. 


Eleanor Flexner (N. Y.) trans- 
lating Karl Schoenherr’s ‘Kinder- 
tragoedie.’ 

‘Two Laughing Eyes’ to open 


after all, probably with Luise 
Rainer starring. 
Danubia agency in a _ regular 
plight with both directors, Roman 
and Deutsch, in jail. 
Carlisle MacDonald back in his 
place on. the Rue de Longchamp 
after three months in America. 
Helene Thimig decided on Shaw’s 
‘Candida’ and Cocteau’s ‘The Voice,’ 
for her forthcoming Josefstadt sea- 
son. 
Karl Zuckmayer off to London to 
collaborate with an English drama- 
tist on a modern version of ‘Vasant- 
asena.’ 
Ladislaus Fodor turning out aver- 
age of four plays a year, one under 
his own and the rest under a 
pseudonym. 
Last season’s kammerspiele hit 
‘Schottenring’ with vital grandma’s 
part was originally written for 
leading male part. Authors changed 
role in a jiffy. 

Jeff Dickson taking crack at fam- 
ily of Lucienne Bonne, who threat- 
ened to whistle at Sonja Henie 





cousins, 

The Metropole, formerly a land- 
mark on Broadway is back in Times 
Square, at least in name. It is a 
new bar and grill at 48th street and 
Seventh. Originally the Metropole 
Was a tavern at 42d and Broadway. 
It was moved to 43d street just 
east of Broadway by John Con- 
sidine, who conducted it as a cafe 
and hotel. It was there that Her- 
man Rosenthal was shot. The place 
lost favor following the shooting. 
It changed ownership and the name 
was dropped. Spot is now a moder- 
ate priced cafeteria. 


Warsaw 


By Edward J. Kurylo 


Ada Sari singing in Copenhagen. 

A Literary Academy has started. 

Poland very strict about lotter- 
fes. 

Josephinse 
Poland. 

Leonja Ogrodzka, a singer from 
U.S. A., visitine. 

Some picture theatres giving free 
shows for unemployed. 

Reri is not yet married, but going 
to be married to a Pole. 

Ivan Petroviez, Yougoslavian, en- 
gaged for five pictures here. 

Mary Ziminska thinks of conduct- 
ing a theatre, maybe in her home. 

Universal branch in Warsaw is 
going to produce a Polish picture. 

Juljan Krzewinski, comedian, had 


Baker may come to 


anniversary of 30 years of stage 
work. 
Rex Music Hall closed 


Grock Ieft th 
was too low. 

Coloseum picture house caught 
fire. Part of the floor and some 


show, for percentage 


when} the 


while she was doing her skating 
act at Palais des Sports. 


Bermuda 


By S. Rolbe Kan 


Joseph Paternos in for visit. 

Hotel tariffs down, down, down. 

Astor party includes Anne Tif- 
fany. 

‘Cimba’ 
shortly. 

Carveth Wells, explorer-lecturer, 
sightseeing. 

Vincent ‘.stors in 
their new estate. 

Kathleen Norris latest recruit es- 
caping northern climes. 

3en Cutler, new maestro at Prin- 
cess, down with infection. 

William Beebes cocktailed by 
Yachtsman Teddy Gosling. 

Clara Laughlin, travel book spin- 
ner, down from the Loop. 

U. S. Consul Graham Kemper 
bound for Rome consul-generalship 
in February. 

Betty Gow, Lindbergh nurse, 
dancing around hotels, but still nix 
on interviews. 

Another alien property purchaser 
is Wally Harding, manager of lo- 
cal picture house, Reid Hall. 

Hotel Association re-elects L. A. 
Tworger of the Princess, dean of 
3ermuda hotel men, president. 

R. Hayes Hamilton, Princess, 
maitre d’Hotel, now collecting min- 
iature booze bottles, figuring fad for 
‘em’s gone out with repeal. 

Fred Misick out as manager of 
Bermuda News Bureau, with 
Trade Development Board replac- 
ing the colonial M.P. with staff of 
New York agency, Mandeville. 

Sir Henry J. Wood, pop British 
conductor, guest of Governor till 


continuing world jaunt 


again to see 





boxes were destroyed. 


Moszkowicz, manager of Adria 


eafe, went through Voronoft's treat- | with 


| guest conducting. 


ment and looks younger. 


Stanislaw Brzoza, a miner, and 


| he sails (10) for series of concerts 


Philharmonie  orch, 
Lady Wood ac- 


Boston 


companies. 





| London 


Beach divorcing her third 
husband, Douglas Alene (Alene and 
Evans). 

Henry Sherek writing letters to 


Drena 


his friends on yaumont-British 
stationery. 

Hammerstein-Kern — script just 
arrived and b_ing perused by Drury 
Lane management. 

Nice, Flerio and Lubow playing 
one-night stand at the Savoy hotel 
as added attraction. 

Piccadilly hotel reviving John- 
nie’s, a famous rendezvous on the 
hotel site in the early 90's. 

3ert Montague, agent and revue 
producer, becomes Bertram Mon- 
tague for pantomime purposes. 

Several Americans barred from 
Mapleton House for trying to make 
a Hotel America out of the place. 

Paul Bonner not discouraged. 
Staging ‘Acropolis’ on Broadway in 
spring with Raymond Massey in 
lead. 

Yvonne Arnaud doing solo pianist 
work in a Scottish orchestra by 
way of a change from films and 
stage work. 

William Mills, stage director of 
Cochran's ‘Escape Me Never,’ in 
which he is doing a bit, has had a 
picture offer. 

Jack Diamond’s ‘bullet-proof car 
costing $20,000 on view,’ is notice 
being displayed in the window of a 
West End dime museum, 

George Barclay, oldest vaudeville 
agent here, complaining to his 
friends he h_s lost $200,000 in the 
last few years. But still has plenty 
left. 

‘Music in the Air,’ at His Majes- 
ty’s, folding middle February, with 
Noel Coward's ‘Conversation Piece,’ 
starring Yvonne Printemps as re- 
placer. 

Inside story on Berinoff and 
Charlot being barred from playing 
England is team accepted film work 
without notifying the Ministry of 
Labor. 

Fred Astaire might have been 
prevailed up to take lead in Gau- 
mont-British ‘Evergreen’ film, but 
Radio Pictures, with which he is 
under contract, objected. 
Management of ‘Whistling in the 
Dark’ company wanted actors to 
cut salary on account matinees 
occupied with ‘Treasure Isiand,’ a 
seasonal attraction. Company ob- 
jected and won. 


Madrid 


By Lester Ziffren 

Gita Page to Biarritz. 

Pic houses raising nut for mar- 
quees. 

Gloria Guzman wants to go to the 
States. . 

Jay Allen back from Germany 
and Austria with lots of tales. 


Victor Varconi here for Harry 
d’Arrast’s “An Old Spanish Cus- 
tom.” 


Francisco Ramos de Castro, midg- 
et newspaperman, dramatist, radio 
announcer, poet and humorist, 
readying a new comedy for the Lara 
theatre. 

Alfonso Arteaga, Jose Clopera, 
Visita Lopez, Antonita Jimenez, 
Lita Vargas and Rafael Colomer in 
‘Error de Juventud’ (‘Error of 
Youth’). Juan Faidella megging. 

Alejandro Casona won Lope de 
Vega award of 10,000 pesetas offered 
annually by Madrid city council for 
first plays. His comedy, ‘La Sirena 
Varada’ (‘Stranded Siren’) is sked- 
ded for the Espanol theatre soon. 

Paula Mraz, 28-year-old Austrian 
girl with Wortley quartet of trap- 
eze artists, died of injuries received 
when partner failed to catch her on 
giant swing at Price indoor circus. 
Second casualty of season at 
Price's. 

La Kazanova of Phillie and Okla- 
homa City, pulling them into Gong, 
nitery, with her band of Russian, 
Hungarian, Rumanian, French and 
German gypsies, as she calls them. 
Also signed for week on stage at 
Astoria, picture house. 


= Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





Arthur Loew here. 

Yuletide crowds flock cities, 

‘Student Prince’ being revived 
again. 

Billy Milton engaged for ‘Gay Di- 
vorce.’ 

Sir Ben 
abroad. 

‘Dinner at 
seventh week. 

Hoyts are playing vaude again 
with pic policy. 

Maxie Rosenbloom will be offered 
contract to fight here. 

Mary and Doug break hit the 
front spot on all newspapers. 

Carrie Moore is playing ‘Merry 
Widow’ over A-class air chain, 

Stated that Jack Dempsey will 
come this way to referee and fight. 

Dance halls finding the going hard 


Fuller back after trip 


Fight’ running into 
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with hot weather settled here in 
earnest. 

Expected that Williamson-Tait 
will stage some new shows early 
next year. 

‘Eskimo’ will be the Xmas attrac- 
tion placed by the Fullers in con- 
junction with MGM. 

Ernie Rolls will do the only panto 
in Sydney this year. Show will be 
played at matinees only for the kids. 

Censor has, let up lately on many 
American and British pictures. A 
few yells heard around because of 
this, 

Production units are springing up 
like mushrooms now that Cinesound 
and Efftee have made good on loca} 
films. 

Connors and Paul trying out with 
vaude first half in their revue the- 


atres. Locals only used owing to 
high cost of importing overseas 
acts. 


Plans are well ahead for the Me::- 
bourne Centenary Celebrations due 
to take place next year. Being 
planned along lines of the recert 
Chicago Fair. 

Carrolls make a new move by 
bringing in ‘Midnight Club’ and 
Torch Singer’ to Prince Edward, 


Sydney. First time dual Par bill 
has played here. 
Associated Newspapers bought 


half share in B-class station 2 U.E. 
Idea is to find an outlet for the 
boosting of the many publications 
under its control. 


Shanghai 





Cathay hotel is building another 
wing, to meet opposition. 

New Paramount hotel slated to 
open this month, with cafe floor 
show. 

Joe Nathan, band leader, has 
quite a collection of Chinese gods 
and images, as a hobby. 

Worth Sisters, with Brock & 
Thompson, have been doing a new 
four-act at Cathay hotel. 

The Romeras arrived during the 


holidays from Seattle and were 
given big reception by theatrical 
colony. 


Cecil Mackay of the De Cecilitas 
getting over mild smallpox attack. 
Cecil passed up the vaccine, which 
is offered to all acts, upon entry 
from America, and so found him- 
self in isolation ward. 

Local offices of Edward J. Fisher, 
Ine., readying to book new hotel 
cafe in Tokio, first step of this kind 
from here. American acts, either 
when arriving here, or § when 
through, hop to Tokio for four- 
week engagement. Opening bill in- 
cludes Bernhardt & Bailey, Worth 
Sisters, Brock & Thompson. 


Berlin 


By Hans Bermann 





Theatre attendance in the Rhine- 
land Westphalia district is slump- 
ing. Figures for third quarter, 
against 1932, show drops of 3.1% for 
Bochum, 4.3% for Cologne, 19.5% 
for Essen and 31.9% for Dusseldorf. 
These are the districts that downed 
the anti-dual ruling. 

Grosse Schauspielhaus, once the 
home of Reinhardt and Charell 
successes, to be opened under the 
protectorate of the Propaganda 
Ministry and German Labor Front. 
Culture work for the masses is 


planned. Schiller’s ‘Rauber’ to be 
first play, Hans Niedecken-Geb- 


hardt directing. 

Minimum admission for afternoon 
fairy-tale performances have been 
declared by the Film Chamber: 30 
Pfg. for children, 50 for grown- 
ups. Exceptions can be granted 
for provincial towns above 30,000 in- 
habitants. In ‘emergency’ districts 
children’s admission may be low- 
ered to 10 Pfg. (3.7 cents). 





Havana 


By Rene Canizares 


The season washed out. 

Eden Concert still shut tight. 

Castro Brothers orchestra now in 
Montmartre. 

Chateau Madrid expected to open 
if things pick up. 

National Hotel repaired, but no 
arrangements for season. 

Sans Souci only roadhouse open 
and only three days a week. 

Eugenia Zuffoli, Spanish actress, 
here for recitals at the Auditorium. 

Xmas night was deadest ever. No 
bombs or shots, but little enthusi- 
asms. 

New Year's eve at Sloppy Joe 
saw place empty for first time in 
history of establishment. 

A bomb exploded here when the 
cancellation of 65 excursion trips 
during the season was announced. 

Ernesto Vilches, Spanish actor 
here from Hollywood Fox studios. 
Trying to organize stock company. 

Casino Nacional under attach- 
ment by government. Trying to 
lease it out in block with race track 





and La Playa, but no takers, 


———= 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 


Men only dirt shows now offic: 
out. = 
Plenty cold and windy—like nN 
in March. “le 
Post holiday 

ments biz. 
Doorkeepers’ union suing bosseg 
for $50,000 back wages. 
Energetic American girl visitorg* 


slump in Lmuse«< 


fad is learning Mexico's national 
dance. 
Bull fights almost 100% stagy 


femmes going to cinemas in in. 
creased numbers. 

‘Almas Encontradas’ (Souls That 
Meet’), Industrial Cinematografia 
talker, smash a* Cine Regis, 

U. S. absorbed 860 cases of rum, 
1,000 cases of Scotch and 50 gallons 
of wine from Mexico during Yule- 
tide. 

Optimism fairs, 
cheer ‘arni and 
staged by several 
near this capital. 

Thespians moaning about the h.e, 
of makeup. Want managers to sup. 
ply it free. Managers have become 
suddenly hard of hearing. 

Five American likker magnates, 
headed by Robert Darrel of New 
York, here to arrange for export 
purchases of wines and liquers. 

The Lemon, a beach resort in 
Paradise municipality, Tabasco, has 
the tourist bug and is building a 
big hotel, airport and rail station. 

Congress considering proposish of 
founding annual prizes of $600 each 
for producers of best theatrical, ar- 
tistic, scientific and journalist 
works. 

Mexico’s smartest dog actor dead 
of old age. Playing guitars, work- 
ing typewriters, switching on and 
off lights and talking on phone 
were among ]} feats. 

November local investments in- 
cluded $300,000 in hotels. Founda- 
tion has been laid for a large ho- 
tel, costing $1,250,000, that Mexican 
interests are building on the main 
stem. 

All squawks about Metro's ‘Viva 
Villa’ have.’t been silenced. Group 
of soldiers of the late Gen. Villa 
now protesting that picture is a 
caricature of prominent Mexican 
historical personages. 

National Revolutionary Party, 
dominator of federal government, 
patron of Atlantida Films’ ‘Enemi- 
gos’ (‘Enemies’), talker of revolu- 
tionary period. Film now at Cine 
Balmori. First time party ever 
sponsored a picture. 

Montreal 

Abie Vineberg again president of 
Quebec press gallery. 

Seven more songs 
CRCM by injunction. 

B. M. Garfield, United Amusement 
exec, being groomed for alderman. 
Sigmund Spaeth got good house 
and nice notices for one-night stand 
here Tuesday (9). 

Confederated Theatres trying out 

stock plus pix at Empress and 
Outremont, So far not much. 
Two cabarets fined for shows and 
dancing after midnight. There are 33 
other cases pending. Action taken 
as warning to tough resorts around 
town. 

Interlocutory injunction granted 
against Canadian Radio Commis- 
sion preventing further etherizing 
of eight songs, ‘Shanghai Lil,’ 
‘Pettin’ in the Park,’ ‘One Hour 
With You,’ ‘Shuffle Off to Buffalo,’ 
‘Harlem Moon,’ ‘Shadow Waltz,’ 
‘Sitting on the Backyard Fence,’ 
and ‘Shadows on the Swanee.’ Com- 
mission offered $1,500 a week, but 
$2,500 was asked. 


Paris 


By Bob Stern 


featuring good 
other events, 
municipalities 


taken off 





Bill Henley moved to Hotel Bohy- 
ofayette. : 


Clifford Fischer and Ed Lewis 
to New York. 
Jack Hylton at Chez Florence 


with Jeff Dickson. 

Helena Rubinstein back to Paris 
from German trip. 

Nineteen American films now 
running in Paris theatres. 

Allan Finn of Paris Herald off 
on leave of absence in America. 

Hildegarde, Milwaukee torch 
singer, at Nicholai’s Casanova. nite 
club. 

Roland Toutain moving to Neuilly. 

Montmartre, former leading nitery, 
dark. 


Dorothy Farnum and Maurice 
Barber here for short visit from 
London. 

Egg-nogs the tipple at New 


Year's day receptions in American 
colony here. 

Harold Smith guest of honor at 
Veterans of Foreign Wars New 
Year’s dance. 

yolda Goldman_ speaking at 
American Women’s Club. 

Lacy Kastner having Beulah Liv- 
ingstone and M. LaFitte of the U.A. 
office as New Year’s guests. 

‘Les Miserables,’ long overdue 
Pathe film, now announced to open 
some time in January. Theatre not 
picked. 

Serge Lifar back with money 1n 
pocket, despite flop of his New 





York concerts, because he sold his 
Picassos for $11,000. 
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TIMES SQUARE 











-_ Hollywood 


Jed Harris in town. 

Lou Irwin in from New York. 

J. Walter Leopold around town. 
John Blystone on N. Y. vacash. 
Molly Picon looking for a pic 





gpot. 

Lawrence Grey back in Holly- 
wood. 

H. Brock Williams returning to 
London, 


Phil Goldstone getting ready to 
trek east. 

Walter Connolly vacationing in 
Cincinnati. 

Eddie Buzzell is always alone 
these days. 

Cyril Ritchard and Madge Biliott 
in from London. 

Al Melnick hopping back to 
Manhattan next week, 

Molly O’Day back in town, agent- 
ed by Jessie Wadsworth. 


Solly Violinsky came in town and 
immediately disappeared. 

Lou Holtz getting initiated into 
Hollywood nite life—such as it is. 

Hollywood is beginning to sour on 
those singing waiter beer joints, 

Phillip Klein has pulled out for a 
40-day cruise of the South Seas. 

Anthony Villier has sold his play, 
‘twelve Hours,’ to Sidney Phillips. 

William Pizer, state right broker, 
due in to negotiate for indie prod- 
uct. 

Eleanor Hunt has _ settled her 
$65,000 damage suit against Shell 
Oil. 

Joe Weil got a suit of armor from 
well wishers. It’s bullet and knife 
proof. 

Florence Desmond and Dixie 
Francis dropped from Fox scripting 
pacts. 

Gary Cooper returned to town 
with a flock of quarter-sized check 
sport coats. 

Warren Hymer tagged in a suit 
for $420 by the Hollywood Knick- 
erbocker hotel. 

George Thomas motioning 
Wampas go nudist after crook stole 
coat and muffler. 

Robert Sparks figuring on taking 
a trip to New York to give the new 
plays the once-over. 

Robert Connell returns from a six 
months’ auto trek through Mexico, 
Canada, and U. S. 

June Knight away for spot in 
Lawrence Schwab’s Bath and Ten- 
nis club in Miami, 

Mack Gordon came back to town 
raving about the two meals he had 
on his one-day New York visit. 

It’s getting to be a nightly habit 
for the New York mob to call Dave's 
Blue Room from the Derby at mid- 
nicht. 

E. J. Tait, managing director for 
J. C. Williamson, Ltd., of Australia 
has left after guesting with Leon 
Gordon. 

Leo Forbstein blew up on four 
words in two takes, and had to 
pantomime without the dialog to 
save time. 

Kalmar and Ruby are about the 
only writers at Warners who haven't 
been assigned to do a treatment on 
‘Anthony Adverse.’ 

Gene Austin aided by Candy n’ 
Coco panicked the mob at his open- 
ing in the Clover Club. Kept chant- 
ine for eight hours straight. 

Ray Henderson has been in town 
for a month and no one has seen 
him outside of the Fox mob who 
work with him. Quiet guy. 

Funds of Genevieve Tobin court 
plastered by Joyce & Selznick to 
eover suit for $5,027 filed by the 
agency for alleged unpaid commish. 

Sid Skolsky went native, tripped 
to Palm Springs last week, has de- 
cided he likes the desert but doesn’t 
want it noised around in New York. 

Bob Gillham being shown around 
the laie spots by the Paramount 
gang, but insists on going home 
early so the help wont be late for 
work, 

tudy Vallee’s dog bit Dick Eng- 
lish, and three lawyers tried to 
bring suit, one offering the writer a 
$150 bonus to let him hail the 
crooner into court. 

With Clark Gable’s horse winning 
on its first start at Caliente, other 
picture people are thinking of grab- 
bing off racing stables after seeing 
the publicity Gable received. 

Andy Hervey withdrew from 
Wampas v.p. nominations claiming 
it would take too much time. A 
Wampas v.p, is kept about as busy 
as a stand-in for Mickey Mouse. 

Trustee in bankrupt estate of 
Nacio Herb Brown has filed suit in 
equity for $1,956 against Metro and 
Joyee & Selznick to quiet title to 
that much in possession of Metro 
and due Brown as salary. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Louie Swee forming theatrical 
MmManager’s club. 

Swimming pool being built 
Carter hotel in spring. 
,,, Robert McLaughlin postponing 
Town Hall theatre again. 

Curley Smith to wed Lydia 
Kuntz, accordionist in his band. 

Susan Hall, society girl, going on 
ond with Coburns in ‘Yellow Jack- 
et. 


into 


Maurice Hewitt returns to violin 


teaching after three months. in 
Paris. 
Sel Comp, manager 
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ballroom, 
Hartstein. 

Art Tatum, blind pianist, getting 
a break at last at Madrid on bill 
with John Steel. 

Ned Parish giving up stock brok- 
erage biz and society for crooning 
career at Mayfair. 

Kenneth N. Means, new manager 
of Palace, can swear fluently in four 
different languages. 

Lou Marcus deserting home town 
to join brother Abe’s unit going to 
Tokio next month. 

Tired of modeling for style shows, 
Florence Truesdale is taking over 
Southland hoofing hall. 

Daniel Mennen, former dancer, 
stepping into night club biz by 
backing Spanish Rendezvous. 

Phil Selznick’s pansy show at 
Madrid first ever put on here by 
four Pittsburgh femme impersona- 
tors, all in gowns. 

Howard Inches did a walkout on 
Sam Manheim’s Ohio Drama League 
and is again boosting his own New 
Hampshire playhouse. 

Lottie Mayer and diving girls 
blew back to Hollywood after floppo 
of ‘Streets of Paris’ stranded 64 
other entertainers in it. 

Herman Geltman and his family 
ate nearly $500 worth of chop suey 
during his month’s managership of 
Golden Pheasant. He dropped $10,- 
000 on the venture. 

After seven years in vaudeville, 
Beatrice Lambert, sister of Eddie 
Lambert, is clerking in local gown 
shop while trying to crash radio. 

Mabel Proctor’s novel ‘Dance of 
Ten Candles,’ stripping as each can- 
dle is blown out, brought Nite 
Owl’s SRO sign out until cops or- 
dered her to keep her clothes on. 

Even theatre managers are taking 
flyers in nitery racket. George 
Young of Roxy promoting Back 
Stage Club with Nick Pinardo and 
Joe Lewis, fight backer, as part- 
ners, 

Nat Holt, who moved his head- 
quarters from Cincinnati to Cleve- 
land’s Palace as RKO’s Middle- 
western czar, is setting his family 
up in a swanky Shaker Heights 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


secretly married to Ann 





Dorothy Raymond now with De- 
troit Civic Playhouse. 

Beryl Williams here with her 
better half, Charley Gaylord. 

Jimmy Balmer has drawn JB2 for 
his 1934 license plate number. 

Vernon (Lefty) Gomez here to 
spend week with the missus, June 
O'Dea, 

Owen Murphy back to New York 
after spending week here with his 
family. 

Harry Hoehle leaving Pitt to re- 
turn to his old baton-waving job 
at Penn. 

Gene Gaudette plotting a return 
to the orchestra business with his 
own band. 

Ernie Holst dropping Edith Cald- 
well, his vocalist, and Gene Gau- 
dette, his press agent. 

Mike Cullen’s 1934 auto license 
tags bear his initials, MC 60. Johnny 
Harris gets his old 728. 


Tom Bodkin discovered here that 
closing a show is almost as much 
trouble, as opening one. 

Gambling casinos have folded 
until they see what’s what under 
new city administration. 

Lucille Page hopped right from 


tab ‘Scandals’ to New York to join 
Billy Rose’s Casino revue. 

Lennox Gordon, who used to have 
a dance band of his own, now pick- 
ing the guitar at Union Grill. 

Nite club owners yelling plenty, 
with new administration enforcing 
Saturday night 12 o'clock closing. 

Sally Sarraf, sister of Sam Sar- 
raf, Post-Gazette newshound, fea- 
tured in floor show at Club Gaiety. 

Jacx GilJmore, last ahead of 
‘Dinner at Eight,’ back again, beat- 
ing the drums for Garbo this time. 

Bill Ferguson called back from 
Miami for ‘Queen Christina’ road- 
showing, in and out of town hur- 
riedly. 

Just 
Hollywood, 
him from 
worth. 

With repeal, boys aren't so 
anxious to ask ’em out to lunch. A 
eouple of cocktails and check goes 
soaring. 

Mrs. Lew Joseph, wife of nite 
club operator, laid up with a badly 
cut hand that required half dozen 
stitches. 

A. Albert, William Penn’s maitre 


Goldwyn left 
Farnol phoned 
talked $49.70 


before Sam 
Lynn 
here and 





pen 


de, has come up with a novel cock- | 


tail calendar which he has had 
copyrighted. 

Mannie 
‘Roman 


handling 
exploitation 


Greenwald, 
Scandals’ 


| } 
wecks, 


HATTER 





San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Sally Hobson home with a bad 
cold, 


William J. Eckert on Orpheum 
payroll as artist. 

Jimmie Grier’s band up to play 
the Chevrolet show. 

Nina Hinds in the hospital with 
a ruptured appendix. 

Don Gilman off to Gotham and 
home office conferences. 

Future policy of Embassy and 
Warfield still in the air. 

Shriners honored Louis B. Mayer 
with a dinner and medal. 

Fred Fidler of J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency off to Hollywood. 

Hazel Vaara back after getting 
caught in the Los Angeles flood. 

Fred Dempsey liquidated his local 
work and is back to Los Angeles. 

Evelyn Sandberg busted an ankle 
in a bier garten and suing for dam- 
ages. 

Madera, Madera, lost $300 when 
bad men broke down the door and 
blew the safe, 

Levins’ El Rey theatre let out all 
the ushers and took on a flock of 
gal flashlight-wielders. 

Don Gilman and A. H. Saxton of 
NBC hosting O. B. Hanson, who's 
out here for a brief stay. 

Armand Denis, James Naulty and 
Leroy Phelps back after making a 
European film in the Orient. 

Barney Rose, returning from Den- 
ver. named president of Film Board 
of Trade, and is now shopping for 
epaulets, 

Irving Ackerman had to keep the 
heat up backstage at the Casino 
during the nudie colony’s three-day 
engagement. 

Ernest and Emil Umann tossed a 
birthday party for their year-old 
niece, Joan Beverly, and enjoyed it 
more than she did. 

In memory of three cracked ribs 
of a few years ago, Walt Roesner 
went into hiding when Nell Kelly 
played the Warfield. 

Buss Patridge, Coalinga; Bill 
Hjelm, Niles; J. Peters, Salinas; J. 
Harvey, Watson, and P. Gleason, 
San Jose, on film row. 

G. Arthur Blanchard hasn't ven- 
tured near the Jesters since he 
starred them in a stupendous film 
production ground out by an empty 
camera, 

Tim Reardon, state industrial re- 
lations director, named on the legit 
theatres national] committee along 
with Homer Curran, Henry Duffy 
and Ralph Pincus. 

Eddie Anderson, who shot and 
killed Hughie Tarr in a holdup of 
the Curran boxoffice, is now in San 
Quentin awaiting the gallows on 
March 9 after epeediest trial in 
Frisco history. 

Gilmore Circus from KFI, Los An- 


geles, is booked as the entertain- 
ment for the ’34 annual Frisco auto 
show at the civic auditorium 


George Wahlgreen, manager, was 
dickering with Mae West but she 
wanted too much dough. 


- Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Fritz Kreisler here for concert. 

Perry Werden, vet baseball player, 
dead. 

Irene Mount back from Chicago 
vacation. 

Bobbie Roberts on job again after 
brief illness, 

New exhibitors’ directory issued 
by Film Board. 

Nile theatre, local neighborhood 
house, partly destroyed by fire. 

Gordie Bowen putting in his own 
orchestra at his Galleries’ night 
club. 

Sol Frank, RKO salesman, back 
from holiday visit with his mother 
in Pittsburgh. 

Mayor A. G. Bainbridge again ill, 
confined to his home this time by 
influenza attack. 

J. H. Lorentz, Fox exchange man- 
ager, recovering in Eitel hospital 
from heart attack. 


Phil LaMar Anderson, former 
local newspaperman, publishing 
novel, ‘Court House Square.’ 


Jimmy Shea, Warner salesman, 
frequently mistaken for college rah- 
rah boy because of raccoon coat. 

Harry Hirsch’, stock burlesque 
house, Gayety, again using profes- 
sionai wrestling as added attraction. 

Emily Hall laid up for five weeks 
as result of fractured shoulder sus- 
ined when ahe slipped on icy 
street. 

J. H. Lorentz, Fox exchange man- 
ager, laid out by illness for several 
making good progress on 


|} route to recovery. 


locally, set to work on several more | 


UA pictures. 


Geneva Washington, who grad- | 
uated Schenley H. S. with high 
honors few years ago, back in town 
with tab ‘Shuffle Along.’ 

Lucette Parker, formerly with 
George Sharp company at Pitt, 
married short time ago to J. Ewing | : 


Kennedy, local boy in original com- 
pany of ‘Good News,’ now in busi 


of Arcada/ ness at State College, Pa. 


| theatre 


Morris Abrahams, MG exploiteer 
ind not much of football fan, only 
film row guy to bet on Columbia 
Stanford. 

Andress of dark Lyceum 
again in New York trying 
once more to line up some sort of 


against 


Hiugh 


attractions for house, 

Bill Elson of Seventh Street the- 
tre distributing crates of pink 
grapefruit, which his 
shipped him from Texas. 


Letty Dee, secretary to Max 





Stahl, U. A. exchange manager, re- 
covering from an operation on her 
eyes and temporarily replaced by 
Marian McErlain. 

I. J. Ludwig, 
division manager, 
after a honeymoon to Bermuda 
with his bride, the former Mar- 
garet Lee Gardner of Indianapolis. 

The Wind-Up, local night club, 
operated by group of local baseball 
players, including Andy Cohen, for- 
mer New York Giant, reopening 
after shut-down due to financial 
difficulties, 

Manager Emil Franke of Or- 
pheum on receiving end of upper- 
cut when he tried to help two po- 
licemen eject group of fighting 
drunks at midnight show New 
Year’s eve. 

After long absence due to disin- 
clination to pay extra charge ex- 
acted by the sheets, Publix the- 
atres’ cuts are now back again in 
the Sunday drama sections of all 
the local newspapers. 

William Hamm, Jr., receiver for 
Publix Northwest circuit, owner of 
many theatre properties and suc- 
cessful brewer, wedded to Mrs. Ma- 
rie Hersolt Carroll ef St. Paul and 
on month’s honeymoon in south. 

City council fixed stiff $1,200 li- 
cense fee for on-sale liquor licenses. 
Mayor Bainbridge ordered night 
clubs and hotels to desist from fur- 
ther liquor sales until issuance of 
licenses, the action being prompted 
by dry organizations’ complaints. 


Palm Springs 


assistant Publix 
back on the job 








Gerry Fitzgerald here for the 
winter. 

Joan Blondell at Desert Inn for 
a rest. 

Sam Marx recovering from ap- 
pen op. 


Five barber shops in town. Actor 
influence. 

Seven new apartment hotels built 
for this season, 

Grace Moore going toe warble for 
a local charity. 

Sam Harris insists on formal at- 
tire for dinners. 

Screwy aviators flying a few feet 
above the roof tops. 

D’Arcy Lloyd, father of Harold, 
building a home here. 

Regular skeds being observed by 
the }F'.S.-L.A. airline. 

Helen Eby-Rock among the regu- 
lars here for the winter. 

Randy Scott hanging out with the 
cowboys at Deep Well Ranch. 

El Mirador pool doing capacity 
for luncheons and swimming. 

Dog show scheduled for Sunday 
(14) with most of the entries from 


1X. 

Phil Goldstone down for a week- 
end aft r a rest at Dr. Sanson’s at 
Santa Barbara. 

Hugh McCarthy’s orchestra at 
the El Mirador. Desert Inn sticks 
to the femme trio. 

Frederick P. Caltworthy has made 
8,000 photos of the surrounding 
desert for lectures. . 

San Francisco society all stopping 
at the snooty La Yuinta, ‘Marie 
Dressler’s fay desert spot. 

Zeppo Marx gave a phoney story 
to the P. S. ‘Limelight’ about pro- 
ducing a picture on his own. 

Palm Springs residents burned 
because their float at the Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses went the en- 
tire route of the parade hind- 
side-to, 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 


Charlie Loewenberg is back on 
job after short illness. 

Catherine Pannill Mead, confined 
to her bed for six months because 
of an injury to her spine, is on the 
mend. 

Historic old Liedertafe) hall, scene 
of many local shows, concerts and 
entertainments in days gone by, sold 
at sheriff's sale. 

It is now called the Frolics Cafe 
and there is to be no objection to 
hippers. Most local clubs don’t care 
to have the stuff brought in. 

Maury Zaidens, who deserted 
Milwaukee for Cincinnati some time 
ago, likes his new town so much 
that he plans to stay there. 

Wresiling syndicates have kissed 
and made up after years of warfare. 
Milwaukee, always strong for the 
grunters, now due for a more varied 
wrestling fare. 

Curfew on music and dancing ex- 
tended to one a. m. during the week 
and 1:30 a. m. Sundays in the loop, 
but the 12:30 a. m. stop still holds 
in the residential districts. 

Auditorium will not permit organ- 
izations renting the building to op- 
erate the bar, the management pre- 
fering to do that little job itself. A 
percentage will go to the renters, 
however. 
‘ Louis 
ficial of the 


Nahin, for 23 years an of- 
Milwaukee ball club, is 
endeavoring to raise sufficient local 
capital to buy the franchise from 
the Phil Bal) estate, St. Louis. Local 





;jownership would mean a restoration | 
brother |of old interest in baseball here, but 
'nearance here will be @ home-com- 


| ing. 


{natives will not go for outside boss- 
ing. 


eee 





Chicago 





Max Sachs at the Irving for 
Bssaness, 

Edwin Wappler busy on a self- 
portrait in oil. 

Charlie Leonard around awaiting 
new UA orders. 

Walter Davenport of Colliers in 


town for material. 

Tom Afhur and the Mrs. a-visit- 
ing from Mason City. 

‘ll Trovatore’ with Rosa Raisa the 
smash sellout at the Civic Opera. 

Duke Hickey, local U p.a., back 
from Louisville a Kentucky colonel. 

Harriett Watt keeping the Wom- 
en's Club Theatre busy with attrac- 
tions, 

Mrs. Frank Dare’s new play, 
‘Black and White,’ going the rounds 
in New York. 

Thoda Cocroft doubling between 
the Midwest Review and American 
Theatre Society. 

Madeline Woods becoming the fe- 
male Edgar Wallace, turning out a 
new tome every month, 

Jimmy Petrillo hopped to Boston 
for the board meeting of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians. 

Lloyd Lewis, amusement page 
head for the Daily News, under con- 
tract to scribble coupla more biogs. 

Due to open at the State-Lake the 
next day, Bob Murphy spent Satur- 
day rushing around trying to kill a 
cold, 

Gardner Wilson doing fortnight 
in advance of ‘Century of Progress 
Revue’ which stars Ripley’s Oddi- 
torium, ° 

Sam Goldwyn in for a press 
luncheon with print of ‘Nana,’ which 
he told everyone he i# taking to 
Moscow. 

‘Midwest Review of Literature’. off 
stands for a month has resumed. 
Still edited by Thoda Cocroft, for- 
mer legit p. a. 

B. W. Dennison, for many years 
in charge of amusement advertis- 
ing for the Chicago Herald-and- 
Examiner, has left for an extended 
vacation because of illness. During 
his absence the amusement ads will 
be in charge of Charles Koterba. 


Baltimore 


By Al Scharper 








Teddy Joyce around. 

Auto show Jan. 20-27. 

Vie Noyes planing to Fla. 

Club Piccadilly shuttered. 

Jed Harris thru, Dixie bound. 

Robert Wiede in for brief visit. 

Symph orch salary cuts restored. 

Tom Sanger back from honey- 
moon, 

Frank Haller opening nitery near 
Laurel. 

Ed Cox resigning from AP after 
half century. 

Kid Williams up on non-support 
charges by wife. 

Clemence Dane in and out; ditto 
Michael Williams. 

Hughie Dunn mourned, Had been 
at Ford’s 68 years. 

Elaine Lee new vocalist with 
Leon Maxwell orch. 

Joseph Pulitzer into Johns Hop- 
kins hosp for eye test. 

Ted Kramer in from N. Y¥. to m.c. 
at swanky Manley Club. 

Roscoe Packard, former local mu- 
sical union prexy, died here. 

Charlie Milleson taking over Vil- 
lage Barn from Maurice Sykes. 

Slim Pavese back and gazing over 
nitery situash. May or may not. 

Helen Torrence of Chi megging 
own play at Homewood Playshop. 

That oldie, ‘Passing of the Third 
Floor Back’ revived by Vagabonds. 

Buddy Rogers last week worked 
four-a-day vaude date with 102 
temp. 

Gino, formerly of Chez Robert, 
New York, new maitre d’hote) at 
Maison Apollo. 

Buzz Barton pays burg initial 
visit. Says prefers sawdusting wild 
west to horse opry flicks. 

Since Shuberts’ road-trekking 
‘Ten-Minute Alibi? skipped _ this 
burg, Auditorium will do it. 

Loew’s hosted all the sport scribes 
and pix crix over to Washington 
last week to interview Max Baer. 

Dick (Hotcha) Gardner, quondam 
Geo. Olsen ork warbler, to N. Y., and 
got self Par screen test. So elated, 
revealed real tag ig Richard PB 
Baumgartner. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 





Dorothy Dee in charge of Hine ga's 
now at Club Victor. 

Roland Hayes to sing at Meaney 
hall, auspices Associated Women 
students, Jan. 18. 

Junior League, local society outfit, 
took over Buffano’s Club Villa, 450 
attending to make it a record nite. 

Marc Bowman, mer. of HKoxy 
(J-VH), and Grace Marquis, of 
Portland, married here New Year's 
day. 

Henry Francis Parks, former or- 
ganist at Orpheum, now in Shang- 
hai, China, in charge of two radio 


| stations. 


ingenue 
is a 
the 
ap- 


Josephine Hutchinson, 
lead with Eva Le Gallienne, 
Seattle gal, formerly stude at 
Cornish school. iler coming 
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OBITUARIES 


MARIE LEE 

Marie Lee, 55, wife of James P. 
Lee and a leading soubrette of 
America some 40 years ago, died in 
San Francisco Jan. 9. In the old 
days she toured with the Farnum 
boys, Dustin and William, and later 
did an act with Judie Ray, wife of 
Tommy Meighan. 

Lee family has been identified 
with show business for years. Fam- 
ily composed of three daughters, 
Irene, Madeline and Angelus and 
three boys who are not in the biz. 
The Lees, father and mother, were 
the originators of musical comedy 
tabs down in Texas a»bout 25 years 
ago and also did musical comedy 
stock there. Throughout the south 
the James P. Lee family was rec- 
ognized as top in show business. 

They were first brought east by 
William B. Friedlander for Carl 
Hoblitzelle and bookings all over 
the Butterfield and UBO time. 





SAM THALL 


Sam Thall, 71, died Jan. 12 at his 
home in New York as the result of 
a paralytic stroke suffered the week 
before. An expert on theatrical 
transportation, he was accredited 
by railroad men with being one of 
the best informed commercial travel 
people in the country. 

>‘rom one-nite stands to 50-week 
routes, no theatrical jump problem 
was too much for Sam Thall. He 
knew the time tables by heart and 
the shortest and most economical 
route to any place in the United 
States and Canada. 

Starting in the Orpheum circuit 
offices on the west coast 35 years 
ago, Thall later came to Chicago 


11 Years Passed Away 
With the Memory of Our Beloved 
Father 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 


A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is still; 

A place is vacant in our hearts 
Which never will be filled. 


We miss you, dear daddy. 
JACK POWELL AND FAMILY 





the growth of the Orpheum 
circuit, and became an important 
cog in all vaude booking in the 
middle west for more than a quar- 
ter century. All acts booked for 
the Orpheum, Western Vaudeville, 
Junior Orpheum and other western 
time were routed by Thall. 
about the only one that could fig- 
ure out the old Western Vaudeville 
‘death trail’ puzzle, so that acts 
could make the trip without giving 
up all their salary to the railroads. 

Last year Thall was transferred 
to New York to handle the RKO 
vaude show routing. Victim of a 
bad heart, he had been ill on and 
off for some time, but not seriously 
so until recently. 


Widow and a daughter, 14, sur- 
vive. Thall was a member of the 
Showmen’s League of America and 
a life member of Mecca Temple, 
New York, of the Shrine. 

Interment Sunday (14) under 
Masonic auspices at Mount Hope 
cemetery, New York. 


upon 





AUGUSTE ODDENINO 


Auguste Oddenino, famous res- 
taurateur, died in King’s College 
Hospital, London, Eng., Jan. 1, fol- 
lowing a seizure, aged 57. Deceased 
came from the south of France to 
London in 1897 and after some 
years at the Criterion and Cafe 
Royal he opened the Imperial, in 
Regent street, which became a fa- 
mous Bohemian and artistic center. 
This was rebuilt in 1926, when hotel 
accommodations were added, and 
the name changed to Oddenino’s. 

The late Charles Frohman was 
among ‘Oddie’s’ numerous American 
patrons in the olden days, 





CHARLES KENNELY 


Charles Kennely, 55, for many 
years confidential secretary to the 
Ringling Brothers, died at Sarasota, 
Fla., Jan. 11, where the circus is in 
winter quarters. 

He had been press agent for road 
and stock companies in the inter- 
vals between tent seasons before he 
was required to devote his entire 
time to the circus interests, and 


Yand Joseph C.; 


He was ? 


known to newspaper 
the country. 


was widely 
men throughout 

With a distinct flair for art, he 
was the designer of many of the 
posters and costumes used by the 
circus. 





Oo. F. BURLINGHAME 
oO. F. Burlinghame, 71, died at 
Winona, Minn., Jan. 13, following a 
long period of ill health, accen- 


tuated by and auto accident last 
summer. 

He was formerly manager of the 
Winona opera house in the pros- 
perous days of the theatre, and his 
house was a favorite with touring 








SAM THALL 


We have all lost a very dear 
friend. 

‘May His Soul Rest in Peace.’ 
Long Tack Sam and Family 





players because of its comfort and 
the friendliness of the manager. 

In recent years he had ‘devoted 
his time to insurance and building 
and loan matters. 





LEWIS E. BOTZUM 


Lewis E. Botzum, 54, secretary 
Botzum Theatre Co., operating Or- 
pheum, Akron, and Strand and Val- 
entine, Canton, died Tuesday Jan. 2, 
in Tucson, Ariz., where he had’ gone 
several months ago in an effort to 
regain his health. Many years ac- 
tive in operation movie theatres in 
Akron and Canton, associated with 
three brothers in theatre business 
who survive him—Harry, Albert P. 
also widow, four 
children and two sisters. Body re- 
turned to Akron for funeral ser- 
vices and burial Monday, Jan. 8. 


ARTHUR J. KAVANAUGH 


Arthur J. Kavanaugh, 63, veteran 
northwest theatrical man, died in 
Minneapolis Jan. 10. With his 
brother, M. J. Kavanaugh, he op- 
erated one of the first moving pic- 
ture and vaudeville theatres in Min- 
neapolis. He also has had theatres 
in Grand Forks and Jamestown, 
N. D., and Crockston, Minn. He was 
born in Ireland and came to Minne- 
apolis when he was eight years old. 
A brother and one sister survive. 








EARL SIMMONS 


Earl ~<immons, 45, actor, play- 
wright and some time stock co. 
manager, took his life by gas pois- 
oning in New York, Jan. 10. He 
was despondent over his failure to 
dispose of a play and ignorant of 
the fact that a friend had found him 
a backer. 

Survived by his widow, Mrs. Cath- 
erine Prince Simmons, his fourth 
wife, from whom he had been sep- 
arated for about a year. 





MRS. MAE CUNNINGHAM 

Mrs. Mae Cunningham, 32, nee 
Mae Smith, died in Omaha, Jan. 3, 
after a sudden illness of only two 
days, from a rare type of influenza 
which settled at the base of the 
spine. 

Mrs. Cunningham came here Oct. 
6 to become cashier at the newly 
opened Brandeis theatre. Her home 


SAM THALL 


Our Beloved Pal and Friend. 
ione But Never Forgotten. 
From his boys in Chicago: 


Edward Morse, Billy Dia- 


mond, Sam Roberts, Max 
Halperin, Dick Bergen, 
Frank Smith, Jim Christy, 
Bob Murphy. 





was in Chicago, where she had been 
for several years connected with 
Couthoui, ticket brokers. 





JACK FRANCIS WHITE 

Jack Francis White, 60, of the 
former vaudeville team of Howard 
and White, died in Miami Beach, 
Fla., Jan. 5. After 20 years on the 
stage he came to Miami in 1924 and 
liked the place so well he made it 
his home, leaving the stage to en- 
gage in the real estate business. 

Survived by his widow and a sis- 
ter. Interment in Miami Beach, 





WALTER BARRON 
Despondent over ill health, 
Barron Currier, 55, an 


Wal- 
artist, 





tel 


committed suicide at Santa Monica 
Widow and stepdaughter survive. 





ARTHUR HAMLIN 

Arthur Hamlin, 47, of Kay, Ham- 
lin and Kay, died in Jamaica, L. IL. 
Jan. 10, of injuries received at the 
Valencia theatre there. He was 
leaving the stage after his act and 
ran into a grand piano in the wings, 
sustaining an _ internal rupture 
which resulted in his death. More 
extended notice in the vaudeville 
department. 





WILLIAM WOOD 

William (Billie) Wood, 80, old- 
time comedy trouper when vaude 
was called variety, died at his home 
in Denver, Jan, 8. Wood worked 
with Eddie Foy at one time and for 
the past 20 years, unable to work, 
was supported by the Actors’ Fund. 
He was a member of the Eagtes 
and the Theatrical Mechanical as- 
sociation. 
Funeral 
Denver. 


services and burial in 





PAUL KOCH..NSKI 

Paul Kochanski, 45, Polish con- 
cert violinist, died in New York 
Jan. 12, of an abdominal trouble 
from which he had been suffering 
for about two months. 

He made his American debut in 
1921 with the N. Y. Symphony and 
since 1924 had been connected with 
the staff of the Juilliard school. 





EARLE BELLES 

Earle Belles, 76, former circus 
press agent and more recently 
amusement promoter in the Long 
Island area, died Jan. 9 at Seaside, 
Rockaway Beach. 

Survived by his son, Carleton 
Belles, St. Louis theatre manager. 





GEO. W. LASKEY 


George W. Laskey, 34, Browns- 
ville, Pa., theatre manager, died 
Jan. 2, Mt. Pocono. sanitarium, 


Stroudsburg, Pa. He had been iden- 
tified with the theatre business in 
Brownsville for the past 16 years. 
Burial in Brownsville. 





JANE HADING 

Jane Hading, legit actress, died 
Dec. 31 in a clinic at Nice. Inter- 
ment at Bayonne, France, where 
she was born. Her offstage name 
was Jeannette Hadingue. Played 
in the ‘Maitre des Forges’ (‘The 
Iron Master’), the Demi-Vierges’ 
and a long string of musicals, 





BILLIE O’NEILL 
Marion Coleman, 30 burlesque 
soubret known as Billie O'Neill, 
died Jan. 3 at Tuberculosis General 
hospital, Los Angeles, after a year 
and a half of illness. 
Husband, Max Coleman, survives. 





CHARLES E. MACK 
Charles E. Mack, 46, of Moran 
and Mack, the ‘Two Black Crows,’ 
was killed near Mesa, Arizona, Jan. 
11, when the auto in which he was 
riding overturned. 

News story will be found in the 
vaudeville department, ° 
Funeral services were held from 
Mack’s home in Newhall yesterday 
(15) with burial in Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, Glendale, Calif, 


JOHN McCLUSKEY 
John McCluskey, vaudeville actor, 
was killed at Ayers, Mass., Jan. 10, 
when the car in which he was mak- 
ing a jump with Kate Pullman, his 
partner, crashed a truck. 








GEORGE M. MITCHELL 

George M. Mitchell, 26, midget 
circus clown, died recently at his 
home in Franklin, Vt., of a kidney 
ailment, 

ee 

Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mark 
Kelly, Nancy Jane Noon, 13, died 
in Los Angeles Jan. 6. Mark Kelly 
is sports editor of the Los Angeles 
Examiner. 

Survived by her 
grandparents. 
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Film Reviews 





I Was a Spy 
(Continued from page 15) 


with much of the action in and 
around a hospital, it is far from 
clear early in the story whether the 
hospital is for the care of German 
or Allied soldiers, though German 
officers are in possession. One of 
these, in German uniform, is actu- 
ally a spy, but again it is not clear 
whether he represents England or 
some other country. The same is 
true of the girl, a Belgian nurse, 
though assumption is she’s also 
serving England. She is won to 
espionage by the manner in which 
the Germans have occupied Bel- 
gium, 

Story is based on the memoirs of 
Martha McKenna, spy for the Allied 
forces. While in some respects it 
is unbelievable that the girl could 
have obtained and passed informa- 
tion as she does without being 
caught, the unusual confidence 
which the German commandant and 
other officers have in her is partial 
explanation, 

Eventually her spy work is uncov- 
ered and she faces the death pen- 
alty. She is saved when a oco-spy, 
who has virtually directed her ac- 
tivities, confesses his identity and 
meets the firing squad _ instead. 
Commutation has been promised the 
girl if she will reveal her associate. 
Picture ends on the evacuation of 
Belgium by the Germans and the 
arrival of troops, including the 
Americans. Some warfare but not 
too much. 

Top parts are done by Madeleine 
Carroll, a find, and Herbert Mar- 
shall, the British legit player, who 
has appeared on the stage and 
screen on this side. Her work in 
this film, commendable throughout, 
is landing Miss Carroll a chance 
over here with Fox which is im- 
porting her. Conrad Veidt, as the 
German commandant, is well cast. 
Char, 


THE FIGHTING CODE 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Buck Jones. Directed by Lambert Hillyer, 
who also wrote story and screen adaptation. 
Al Siegler, camera; Geo. Cooper, sound; 
Clarence Kolster, editor. Cast: Diane Sin- 
clair, Ward Bond, Dick Alexander, Louis 
Natheaux, Alf James, Erville Alderson, 
Niles Welch, Gertrude Howard, Bob Kort- 
man, Chas. Brinkley, Buck Moulton. At 
Loew's New York, N. Y., one day, Jan. 9, 
on double bill. Running time, 64 mins, 





If Buck Jones can dig up a few 
more stories like this one, exhibs 
can honestly tell their patrons they 
have something different. ‘Code’ is 
good enough to reach slightly be- 
yond the usual western audience 
draw. 

A real mystery slant in this one, 
and even when the picture tells who’s 
responsible for the death of the 
heroine’s father, it doesn’t immedi- 
ately pay off on the finish. Jones 
has a good fight in a barn, after 
some eavesdropping, before the 
sheriff gets the right man. Story, 
however, fails to identify Jones ex- 
cept as one of those good deed 
doers who roam the plains in all 
such pictures. Always with time 
and money, Jones sometimes im- 
presses as just a curiosity hound 
with a chip on his shoulder. 

Before the production comes to a 
healthy end everything western, 
from hard riding to the stage coach, 
is in for their camera licks. 

Diane Sinclair makes an attrac- 
tive opposite for Jones, and cast 
selections generally well judged. 
Waly. 


BEFORE MIDNIGHT 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Ralph Bellamy, June Collyer. Di- 
rected by Lambert 


Hillyer. Story and 


screen play, Robert Quigley; photography, 
Joan Stumar. At Mayfair, N. Y., week 
Jan. 9. Running time, 63 mins, 

Trent. cccocccccccccscccscsecececs Ralph Bellamy 
TAnet.ccccccccccccscescessscsese June Collyer 
Fry... .ccccccesesseeesesClaude Gillingwater 
Mavig, ccoccecsccccccccccecs e+.-Betty Blythe 





Flashback method here employed 
to unreel a double murder mystery 
tends to limit the scope of the ac- 
tion. Only the bare mechanics of 
the plot are revealed on the screen. 
This fault, more than anything else 
in the picture, sets down the story 
as unconvincing. Too much of the 
solution is given over to verbiage. 
Doubtful if the film can stand up 
favorably as a solo feature. 

Motif for the flashback is in the 
first sequence. A novice detective 
demands promotion because of suc- 
cessfully uncovering a crime. The 
superior officer then undertakes to 
prove how simple was the task 
which the detective performed as 
compared to another case. The sec- 
ond case consumes about all of the 
flashbacks. 

The flashback angle has to do 
with the murder of Edward Arnold. 
He is murdered precisely at one 
minute before midnight, and, of 


——__ 


course, as the story. would infer in 
accordance with the spooky tradi. 
tion of the house wherein the crime 
is committed. Strangely and incon. 
gruously enough, this first murder 
occurs in the presence of the big 
city detective, who was there for 
the very purpose of preventing the 
crime. Film offers no explanation 
how such an unusually renowed de« 
tective failed to prevent this mur« 
der. Ralph Bellamy then Ssolveg 
everything by suspicioning every. 
body. Too much guesswork to sus. 
tain interest for the onlooker. 

However, where the tale is most 
unconvincing is in the person of 
Claude Gillingwater, guilty of the 
first murder and later shown as a 
knife thrower and the one respon- 
sible for the second murder. An 
interchange of identities has been 
effected with the victim. But it's 
painted only in words. 

Bellamy tries hard as the detec. 
tive but doesn’t succeed. There is 
hardly any romance and the comedy 
is left to the meagre mutterings of 
a superstitious Negro cab driver, 
June Collyer makes an attractive 
heroine but is viewed briefly. Shan, 


BIG TIME OR BUST 


Tower production and release. Features 
Regis Toomey and Gloria Shea. Di- 
rected by Sam Newfield. Story and screen 
play, G. W. Sayre; Harry Forbes, camera: 
L. T. Tope, sound. Cast: Edwin Maxwell, 
Walter Byron, Nat Carr, Chas. Delaney, 
Hooper Atchley. At Loew’s New York, 
N. Y., one day, Jan. 9, on double bill. 
Running time, 61 mins. 





One of the cleanest pictures ever 
produced, code or no code, consid- 
ering it includes night club carnival] 
and musical comedy stage atmos- 
phere. It shies clear of a single de« 
nuded limb. Unfortunately, despite 
the courageous righteousness, in 
dialog as well as before the camera, 
‘Bust’ is a composite of several 
hackneyed incidents. Dramatic 
highlights are comparatively trite, 
It is twin bill material. 

Regis Toomey is a high diver and 
Gloria Shea is his assistant until 
they marry and she rises overnight 
because of a benefactor’s interest, 
Walter Byron does the playboy. He 
never attempts to embrace her, and 
she constantly reminds him that she 
loves her husband. And Toomey 
also turns out to be one of those 
rare divers who can break contracts, 
miss shows and go off on sprees, 
always to return and find the job 
and crowd awaiting him. 

Waly. 


NRA Committees 


(Continued from page 6) 
sists of Pat Casey, labor contact 
man for the producers’ association; 
Al Berres, of the musicians union; 
Ed Smith of the several interna- 
tional unions, and Dick L’Estrange 
of the California Federation and 
member of the regional labor board. 

The extra-player committee is 
composed of Dr. A. H. Gianninni, 
Mabel E. Kenney, Mrs. Una N. 
Hopkins, Fred Pelton, Dave Were 
ner, M. H. Hoffman, B. B. Kahane, 
Pat Casey, Charles Miller, Larry 
Steer, Lee Phelps, Allen Garcia and 
Fred D. Burns. The executive come 
mittee includes Miss Kenny, Hoff- 
man, Kahane, Miller and Steers. 

Settlement of a controversy be- 
tween extras and 20th Century over 
wage scales was announced shortly 
before the committee was ap- 
pointed, but Rosenblatt refused to 
act on a request of the Screen Ac- 
tors’ Guild for a ruling on code ine 
terpretatons by the producers’ as- 
sociation, Twentieth Century re<- 
ceded in a controversy regarding 
payment of bit players and agreed 
to boost to $25 a day the pay of 
about a dozen extras who had com- 
plained that the code had been 
violated. 

The protest of the Guild, laid be- 
fore Rosenblatt by Eddie Cantor, 
was referred to the committee for 
consideration, the NRA executive 
holding that the code provisions aré 
self explanatory and that the com- 
mittee’s job includes making of in- 
terpretation. He refused to com- 
ment in any way on the producers’ 
bulletin assailed by the actors’ 
crowd. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beautifal 
CARDS and FOLDERS, Boxed, Post- 
paid, for 


One Dollar 



































4 intina, i i i di i i tt a 











. 
> 
; 
‘ 
f 
by SHOWFOLK’S SHOEBSH 


ry 
RRR ARAALAAAALALAAELDADO 2&6  & & & 6 6 too in i ints 


HZ. MERLE ER 


INSTITUTION of INTERNATIONALS 


Shoes for the Stage and street 


OP—i1552 BROADWAY 





- 


(C 
Men’, 2 
‘Jo's E 
two, W 
sellers. 
has un 
exclusi 
Brown. 
Men.” 


P; 
Paul 
was a 
old Ne 
been a 
tions i 
partme 
Claire 
author 
being 
Miss 
has be 
men’s 
are un 
depart! 
secreta 
financi: 
Times. 
School 
Journa 


r.. Wr 
azire, © 
Meage.zi 
other « 
the sa 
elected 
first \ 
Culloug 
ident, < 
lantic | 
urer. 

N: m 
fo- 193 
tune; 
Magazi 
Review 
Life; 
Publisk 
W. H. 
Publist 
Clyde ¢ 
Publica 
Topics 


Newe 
is Sere 
ed love 
Januar 
eight p: 
on fair 

Initia 
by Geo 
tials t 
the stays 
sympos 
Wood, 
Jenkins 
One ful 
and abe 
in addi 
ments. 

in th 
looks o 


Haro! 
mags | 
before 
comeba 
Frascel 
new st 
the tag 

Herse 
of sm 
slicks i 
gotten 
Roseme 
with H 

Anotl 
smooth: 
Hersey 


e 

Rare 
Opinion 
debunk 
bunker 
has wr 
which } 
Racket 

Clain 
heartbu 
who hs 
thing t 
s0ld th 


| 
3enn) 
of foot} 
One bei 
It’s 1x 
literary 
erable 
&Cribbli: 


Seym 
the cha 
berimen 
Braver- 


months, 
Holly we 
in pictu 

Stern 


fri m th 








li 


li. 
ne 
ne 
er 
ig 
or 


st 


ne 


o- 


BO 8 we = «& 





Se es Re 


‘as. 





i, et i ee i 





Tuesday, January 





16, 1934 





4 


_OUTDOORS—BURLESQUE | 





VARIETY 55 








Literati 





(Continued from page 49) 
Men’, also in public domain, but not 
‘Jo's Boys’, which, with the other 
two, was Louisa May Alcott’s best 
gellers. Copyright on ‘Jo’s Boys’ 
has until 1942 to go and is thus an 
exclusive publication with Little 
Brown. Its the sequel to ‘Little 


Men.” 


Paul Sifton Appointment 

Paul Sifton, who for eight years 
was a member of the staff of the 
old New York Morning World, has 
been appointed editor 0° publica- 
tions in the New York State De- 
partment of Labor. With his wife, 
Claire G. Sifton, he has been co- 
author of several plays, the latest 
being ‘Blood on the Moon’. 

Miss Ruth A. Yerion of Brooklyn, 
has been named referee in work- 
men’s compensation cases, which 
are under jurisdiction of the labor 
department. For two years she was 
secretary to Alexander D. Noyes, 
financial editor of the New York 
Times. While attending Yale Law 
School she was editor of the Law 
Journal. 


Magazine Club Elects 

F. V”. Kroeck, of Household Mag- 
azire, was elected president of the 
Magz.zine Club of New York the 
other day for the new year. On 
the same ticket with him were 
elected Waldo Sellew, of Forum, 
first vice-president; Frank Mc- 
Cullough, of Tide, second vice-pres- 
ident, and Alden James, of the At- 
lantic Monthly, as secretary-treas- 
urer. 

N: med on the board of directors 
for 1934 are A. M. Carey, of For- 
tune; Walter Hanlon, True Story 
Magazine; C. M. Palmer, Pictorial 
Review; Joseph A. McDonough, 
Life; G. R. Donaldson, Maclean 
Publishing Co.; R. B. Alexander and 
W. H. Ferris, both of the Crowell 
Publishing Co.; W. H. Kiefer and 
Clyde Combs, both of the Meredith 
Publications, and _ Elliott Odell, 
Topics Publishing Co. 


From the Tower 

Newest of the Tower magazimes 
is Serenade, subtitled ‘the illustrat- 
ed love magazine,’ first issue out in 
January. Pulp format with the first 
eight page form in roto and the rest 
on fair grade wood stock. 

Initial issue leads with an article 
by George White on the 12 essen- 
tials to chorus girl success, with 
the stage further represented with a 
symposium by Gracie Allen, Peggy 
Wood, Ruby Keeler and _ Elinor 
Jenkins on how they got their men. 
One full length novel in each issue 
and about 10 short stories per issue 
in addition to articles and depart- 
ments. 

in the dime class and first issue 
looks o.k. Issued from New York. 


Hersey Again 
Harold Hersey, whose string of 
mags assumed major proportions 
before they went floppo, making a 


comeback. Backed by William 
Frascella, Hersey will sponsor a 
new string of publications under 


the tag of the Criterion Magazines. 

Hersey will eschew pulp in favor 
of smoothies. First of the new 
slicks is Screen Humor, a monthly 
gotten out in rotogravure. Ethel 
Rosemond and Louis Weslyn in 
With Hersey on the editorial end. 

Another Criterion magazine 
smoothie will be Radioplay, with 
Hersey also editing. 

First Editions Debunked 

tare book collecting, which, in the 
Opinion of many, has long needed 
debunking, will get it at last. De- 
bunker is H. Warren Schwartz, who 
has written a study of the business 
which he calls ‘This Book Collecting 
tacket’, 

Claimed that the book will cause 
heartburns to many book collectors 
who have accepted as true every- 
thing told them by those who have 
s0ld them so-called rare books. 





Friedman and Liberty 
3enny Friedman will do a series 
of football yarns for Liberty, first 
One being due next autumn. 
_It’s not this quarterback’s first 
literary attempt. He’s done consid- 
erable newspaper and magazine 
8cribbling. 
Arty Mag Shifted 
Seymour Stern is turning over 
the chair of editor-in-chief of Ex- 
perimental Cinema to Barnet G. 
Braver-Mann for the next nine 
months. Magazine, published in 
Hollywood, is devoted to the arty 
in picture making. 
Stern will spend his time away 


from the job directing a picture. 





Sex Pulps Decline 
‘ A marked falling off in new mag 
activity, with a well-nigh complete 
halt to the output of the sexy pulps. 
Indicates that the sexers have about 
reached their maximum vogues and 
now receding. 

Sexers, while they continued, ex- 
ceeded the vogue of air story, West- 
erns or any other specialized story 
mags. Nevertheless, scribblers not 
sorry to see the sexers go. That 
type of tale paid less and required 
more care than any other. 

Evelyn Nesbitt’s Biog. 

Evelyn Nesbitt has written an 
autobiography, which has been ac- 
cepted for publication by Julian 
Messner. 

Figured 
March. 





for publication about 


Book-Worms Club 


Talk about book collectors get- 
ting together for protection from 
each other, as well as from dealers 
and others they have to contend 
with, has at last resulted in action 
The Book Collectors Association 
has been organized, comprising a 
majority of the best known in the 
field. 

Details of the organization have 
yet to be worked out, as well as 
officers elected and headquarters 
established. However, the associa- 
tion has already been effected. 





T. T. Ellis Gone 


Theodore T. Ellis, 67, vice-presi- 
dent of Chicago Daily News and 
manufacturer of printing-press 
equipment, died in London on Jan. 5 
of heart failure. Death came sud- 
denly while Ellis was in England 
on the establishment of a foreign 
manufacturing plant, 





Distribs Also Publishers 

John H. Hopkins & Son, who 
have for years served as New York 
sales representatives for a number 
of out-of-town book publishers, go- 
ing into book publishing on their 
own. Will not forego their book 
sales franchises, however. 

Hopkins publishing plans for the 
present is fer a small list of books, 
mostly fiction. Have already de- 
cided on the first book to bear their 
imprint. It’s ‘Chimera,’ a novel by 
Ebba Maria Rankin and Ellenora 
Beamish, 


Hershfield Minus Abie 

Harry Hershfield comes back to 
the metropolitan daily comic strip 
field March 1 when he joins the 
staff of the Herald-Tribune. Con- 
tract calls for one strip daily. 

Hershfield’s comics for the Trib 
will not be secular, meaning that the 
‘Abie the Agent’ type of caricature 
is out. For the past year or so the 
humorist’s principal activity has 
been appearances in vaude and be- 
fore the microphone. 

New Pic Mag 

First issue of Screen Humor, just 
out, is filled with flesh flash of the 
film femmes obviously acquired in 
job lots before the Hay’s ban on the 
almost-altogether in publicity and 
ad pix cramped the studio cameras. 

Editor of Screen Humor is Har- 
old Hersey, with Ethel Rosemond 
and Louis Weslyn associates, 


Russia Day by Day 

Walter Duranty, New York Times 
correspondent in Russia for the 
past 12 years, has come to terms 
with Viking for publication of a 
volume of his dispatches. 

Gustav Tuckerman, Jr., has been 
assigned the editing job and has a 
complete file of Duranty’s pieces 
from which he will pick the most 
important in chronological order, 
thus making a newspaper case his- 
tory of Russia for the past decade. 





Pynchon’s Repeat 

Edgcomb Pynchon, author of 
‘Viva Villa,’ has another book com- 
ing out in March. It is a novel of 
the New Forest, European art col- 
ony, temporarily titled ‘Until I 
Find.’ 

Morrow and Co. are publishing. 
Harcourt, Brace put out ‘Viva Villa.’ 


London-China Beat 
Christine Diemer, who has been 
Shanghai-ing for some years, has 
herself a new trick contract with 
the Reuter Press. Calls for her 
spending six months a year in Lon- 
don and other six in China. 
Miss Diemer is now in London. 





Alice French 
French, 84, known as ‘Oc- 
died at Davenport, | 


Alice 
tave Thanet,’ 
Iowa, Jan. 9. 

She had a tremendous vogue in 





the 90’s, writing of the prairie life 


| + 
she had adopted, coming to Daven- Burlesk Gets Hq j 0 on oast wil 
port with her parents from Andover, | 


Mass, 





Blanchard’s Move 


L. R. Blanchard, former m.e. of 
Hearst’s Rochester Journal-Amer- | 
ican, becomes executive editor of 
the Democrat and Chronicle, newly- 
created job in full charge of news 
and personnel. Harold W. Sanford, 
m.e., keeps title, but will devote 
time to editorials and a column on 
civic matters, 


Chatter 

John W. Brogan back after 15 
weeks of peddling King features in 
Europe. 

Paul Mallon’s column, News Be- 
hind the News in Washington,’ 
syndicated by NANA, now appears 
in 250 papers. Mallon was a mem- 
ber of UP’s Washington staff for 
12 years, six of which he spent as 
chief of the Bureau, before he re- 
signed in order to write a daily 
column of his own. 

Third monthly publication from 


Bob Edwards Pub. Co. (Annette 
Fawcett, prez) is due this month, 
‘Romances,’ She already issues 


‘Eye-Opener’ and ‘Red Pepper.’ 

Capt. Billy Fawcett of Fawcett 
Publications due in N. Y. this week, 
en route to a Caribbean cruise. 


Dollar’s fall continues to bring 
the literary expatriates back. Dor- 
othy Zellwich the latest, quitting 
Paris after ten years there. 


Ronald Oliphant no longer editing 
‘Top Notch Magazine. 

Group of the literati residing on 
Gay street, in New York's literary 
colony, going gay with a publishing 
idea. Call themselves the Gay 
Street Publishers, of course. Prime 
mover of the Gay Street Publishers 
is Frederic Thompson. 

New short story mag emulating 
Story comes out of Philadelphia 
soon, sponsored by J. Louis Stoll. 
Will issue in newspaper style. 

Matty Rich, who publishes so- 
ciety mag, Knickerbocker Illus- 
trated, branching out into the book 
field with a couple of volumes on 
the fine art of imbibing liquor. 


New financial publication being 
prepared by Earl E. Anderson, E. 
Franklin Hatch and Carl J. Stern, 
under the name of the Anhast Pub- 
lishing Co. 

American Institute of Graphic 
Arts has picked Charley Grapewin’'s 
book, ‘Town Pump,’ as one of the 50 


33345 





Hokus-Pokus Qut in Ia. 


Burlington, Ia., Jan. 15. 

Somnambulism exhibitions, in- 
duced through, or by, hypnotic 
means, in this town, are out, 30 
days in jail and a fine of $100 the 
penalty for placing anyone under 
a hypnotic spell. 

City council has passed an ordi- 
nance which prohibits hypnotic ex- 
hibitions and has also been made 
to apply to exhibitions of deformed, 
maimed, idiotic and abnormal per- 
sons within the city limits. 





Enlarged Demands for 
1934 Chi Fair Chills 


The Concessionaires | 





Chicago, Jan. 15. 

Tactics of the World's Fair is} 
driving the concessionaires out of 
the park and unless there’s a change 
in their present dealings with the 
midway outfits there may be no 
Midway for the Fair in 1934. Plen- 
ty of grumblings among the conces- 


sionaires over the two recent de- 
cisions of the Fair, in particular 
against the 50-50 split which the 


‘air is demanding on all concession 
grosses. 

This 50-50 is from the first dollar 
with nothing deducted for costs or 
operating expenses. Also the Fair 
wants a guaranteed rental from all 
attractions. 

Second squawk concerns the de- 
cision of the Fair officials to move 
the Midway from its present con- 
tral location to the Island, which is 
far off the beaten track. Move is 
being made to make room for the 
general exhibits, particularly those 
which hollered last year about be- 
ing spotted down at the far end of 
the grounds. 





BRANDON CLOSING 
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 15. 
Ellie Brandon, with the Barnett 
Brothers Circus, is here ahead of 





best of the year. 


David Burnham in town and care- 
fully going over all the travel liter- 
ature on the Far East places. 

Robert Whitcomb one of the ex- 
newspapermen who has actually 
started that novel. 

Louis Joseph Vance and Robert 
Chambers, who died at about the 
same time, will have books pub- 
lished posthumously within a few 
days of each other. 

Clarence B. Doutelle has gone 
from Alfred A. Knopf to Long & 
Smith. 

A. L. Furman debunks a different 
profession in each new novel, He 
may yet get around to the pub- 
lishing profession. 

Hugh Walpole, the creator of the 
Herries saga, will come over this 
winter. 

Biog of Adela Rogers St. John’s 
pop, Earl Rogers, out under the 
title of ‘Take the Witness!’ Au- 
thored by Alfred Cohn, the picture 
scenarist, and Joe Chisholm. 

Branch Cabell still capable of 
those queer titles. Took him five 
years to think up ‘Smirt’ as the tag 
for his new book. 

Julian Duguid in town for a 
breathing spell before venturing on 
another one of those trips. 

Art Freeman doing a novel and a 
play simultaneously, each on a dif- 
ferent subject. 


— 


HEAVY DAMAGES 
Pittsfield, Mass., Jan. 15. 
Judge William A. Burns in Su- | 
perior court has awarded $20,000 to 
John W. Cronin, who was badly 
mangled about the face by a bear 
at a carnival in 1931. The suit was 
against Leo Bistany, the bear's 
keeper, and Mike Zinney, the owner. 
30th are of Brooklyn, N. Y. 





MAINE MOGUL 


Old Orchard Beach, Me., Jan. 8. 


| ‘ 
|parts of old-time sexy cut-outs. In 





John W. Duffy, of the old Or- 
chard Ocean Pier Co., has taken 
over the Whiteway Amusement Co., 


which park adjourns the pier 
Whiteway layout includes a Dodg- | 
em, Jack and Jill ride, ‘Pretzel,’ | 
‘Hilarity Hall,” ‘House That Jack 
Built,’ ‘Crystal Maze’ and ‘Skee | 


3all.’ } 


Like the Old Days 
Allentown, Pa., Jar 15. 
Fair net for 1933 was $18,481, the 
hest profit since the World War 


rile 


period, ii 


10 Spots, Employing 400, Now Open 


Los Angeles, Jan. 15. 

Burlesque has landed on its feet 
on the coast after a Jet-down which 
has lasted for the past three years, 
Currently there are 10 buriesk 
houses operating on the Pacific 
slope, with three others scheduled 
to open. 

Follies, L. A., is the strongest 
stand of burley on the coast. House 
has been operating as a tease-and- 
torrid joint for 10 years. At pres- 
ent, it’s the only burley house in 
town, but another may open at the 
Burbank theatre within the next 
two weeks. 

San Francisco has four houses 
operating at present, the Capitol 
operated by Johnny Goldsmith, the 
Kearny operated by Jack Kirkwood 


and the Liberty with Jack Romig 
at the head. Green Street, which 
has been closed for some time, re- 
opened last week with a combo 
burley and colored show. 


Harry Cleveland and Jim Dooley 
are staging shows at the Burlesque 


theatre, Stockton. Plaza, Sacra- 
mento. former vaude house, has 
gone hotcha with Tony Yale and 
Jasbo Mahon. Hollywood theatre, 
San Diego, re-opened two weeks 
ago to fair business. 

In the northwest, State, Seattle, 


and the Majestic, Spokane, are both 
doing a Minsky. 

It’s figured that around 400 peo- 
ple are working in burley on the 
coast at present. All houses are 
on a stock basis with this type of 
entertainment on the coast never 
strong enough to permit the troup- 
ing of shows. 


SUTRO BATHS, FRISCO, 
TO BE MADE A PARK 


San Francisco, Jan, 15. 

A class amusement zone with 
ample space for shows and displays 
of every nature, is planned for the 
famous old Sutro Baths here by 
Adolph G. Sutro, Montgomery street 
stock broker, who now is holding 
the property. 








the show's equipment with the an- 
nouncement that winter quarters 
for another season wil! be main- 
tained near here at York, S. C. 

The show will arrive in a few 
days. 


Speed Up C. A. 


(Continued from page 7) 

skeleton of this body should remain. 

Majors refuse to admit concern 
over the indie producers’ continued 
refusal to submit their pictures and 
advertising through Hays channels. 
They see three reasons why sooner 
or later the indies are bound to 
change their minds. First, if the in- 





dies do their own censoring and 
have a lower standard of morals 
than Hays there is bound to be a 


bad public reaction. Second, if they 
put their morals above Hays they 
place unnecessary hardships upon 
themselves. And last, if they copy 
the Hays standards, they will have 
to pay big money to maintain some- 
thing which they could get for noth- 
ing. 

Existent problems in- exhibi- 
tion are manifold, however. Certain 
exhibitors are known to film author- 
ities to be practising a deception 
upon the public by playing old pic- 
tures under new titles and by hand- 
coloring, in some instances, flesh 
the 
copy- 


the first event have 


prosecute 


producers 
right to under the 
right law, but they admit they are 
ata loss to keep an eye on the man- 
ner in which exhibitors advertise. 


Spot, just off the beach near Seal 
Rocks, has been going for years and 
still is a fair drawing card with a 
swimming pook and few conces- 
sions. Sutro, however, plans to 
sink close to a millfon dollars, if 
necessary, and is looking for con- 
cessionaires and _ attractions of 
every nature to get it going. Such 
events as auto, horse and aquatic 
shows are also planned, and to this 
end a massive grand-stand will be 
built indoors. 

Figures on starting to work im- 
mediately. 





PAVILION BURNS 
Painesville, O., Jan. 15. 

Fire destroyed the Madison on 
the Lake pavilion, near here, one 
of the best known summer dance 
spots in northeastern Ohio, with 
heavy loss. Origin of the blaze un- 
known. It will likely be replaced, 
owners said. 


SHRINE SHOW 

Jan. 15. 
Co. en- 
for an- 


Calveston, 

Eastern States Circus 

gaged by El Mina Shrine 
nual show here Feb, 2-9. 


Fair Has a Balance 
Dayton, O., Jan. 15. 
Montgomery County Fair board 
reports that every premium and bill 
for last year has been paid, a note 





This headache, it is conceded, wiil 


probably be passed on to the various 


for $7,000, incurred several years 
ago for track lighting, has been 
wiped out and a $3,290 balance in 
the till. 

Poard to held the 1934 fair four 
days and nights beginning Labor 
Day. 





grievance boards, whenever they 
« mo: into existence. 

While this virtual field day fo 
chiseling can continue -unarrested | 


' 
until committees are functioning, « 
high codists admit, certain authori- 4 


|ties are citing concrete examples of 
why the code will be useless to th 
inde ndent box office unle i 
materialization is hurried. Most 
‘flaring is their cry of price cuttings 
They hold that in cert n te I t 
exhibs may pl ng the mie 
picture, o 0 keep the pr 
ip t ad er deli 
ly } I take i 
le t Z i ea 
of 
pl! L re il } 


Burlesque Placements 


Chicago, Jan. 15. 
Milt Schuster has placed Collette, 


Bobby Vail, Lea Shore and Virginia 
Jones at the Star and Garter here. 
Sent Holly Leslie and Calvin and 
Marguerite to the Gavety in Minne- 
apolis 
Billy Scratch Wallace went to the 
Empress in Cincinnati. Molly Manor, 
Norma, Henderson, Bilver and Horan 
went to the qjgavety in Milwaukee, 
Car Finnell to the \cadern n 
Haze] DeVine ji the 
t nta Atlar ( Ru lam- 
on for the Garrick in St. Louis, 
ad the Palace in Buffalo drew 
Ar A Dream Girl. 
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56 VARIETY Tuesday, January 16, 1934 
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